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and the Deccitlulneſs of Sin; hath had ſome uc-| 
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Pra. 92: 12. The Righteous ſhall flexriſts like « Plles| 

tree, he ſhall grow likg a Cedar in Lebanon. b 
Rev. 3. 1. 1know thy works; that haha a name thath © © 
thou liveſt and art dead. SY | : 


| Tihether fo2 Heaveti 02 Helt you ND, 

} This Book, with Heart compar d, may how; 1 
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To the Right Worſhipful and © 


my. ever Honoured Good 
Friend, Sir THOMAS 
FOSTER Kmght: One 


of His Majeſties Fuſtices 0 
- . the Peace for the-(,ounty jf 
Middleſex and Surrey. © 


Right Worſhipful, * om " 


2 Nthankfulneſs is notonly-a fix, bat-it: 

i | is ranked-amongft thoſe Capital: fins, 
that.are:frers of the z/t times 5 and! 

hath -a igeneral/ mark in the: holy» 
Scriptures ,- not. barely. to! debafe (hriſtians. 
below © Heathens , | but : indeed: below - braitb 
Beaſts; for the Ox acknowledgeth his Owner, 
and the Aſie his Maſters (rib.' © 270 
This Conftderation, with: many more; 
Commands me.tocnquire itito/ the rruth, and 
grcatneſs of my Debt-to your! Worſhip, whole» 
paſt Favours I can'mention, but never .Regquite: 
Yet by Gods gracoand help, will ever remens-" 
ber, and ackzowledge , where ever Occafion' 
ſerves, to the day ofomy death.r: Kh 


__ And becauſe your Faithful,: Unmeritted 


and eycry way Unrequited Kindnels may live: | 
| A 3 when 
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Theo 1 am gone; 
to ſuch. mpaſl 


| , 8d \commirted: cloſe Priſoner to the Gate-> 
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Dedicatory. 
- not” ouly ro. induce pthers 
bo fu allionate Acts of Mercy, in time 
of Extremity';/ bur that my Children alſo may 
have'.an honourable remembrance of Your 
Name and Deeds to thejr poor once languilh- 
Tag Father, While buricd alive in the worſt of 


. Eug4ſp Priſons, that they may till read over, 


what both their Father underwent, and your 
Workſhiprelicyed from, when others, ſuffi- 
ciently obliged, did decline ;. while your ſelf 
neither 'accepting Common Acknowledge- 
ment, nor regarding the ſtrength of Oppoſith 
on, or other Reflections of being ſo much con- 
cerned for one wholy 8 ſtranger to your ſelfe, 
and under names of Contempt gr Fenaticiſme. 
Yet in unwearigd Indeayours after once you 
took the tak in hand, were fo far from 
declining, that jn conjunRion with this noble 
Principle, ſure God raiſed+ you up to regard the 
diftreſs of a ftranger, and his poor wiſe and 
frreral ſmall children : which Principle fill 
carricd you through thoſe many oppotitions 
that beſc} you: yerlikea reſolved Warriour, 


® » 


| didatrempt all Indcavours for a tharow Con- | 


queſt of what you had once begun. And now, | 


*. Deer Sir, pardon wy boldneſs, and pleaſe 


togive me lcave at this time to remember you, 
of what ip duty to God, I ought neyer tofor- 


* get ;: namely, in-4vguſt 1661. | was ſeized by 


a, Warrant from the then Secreraery of State, 


$4 ++ {4 


Howje 


be Epitte LI eatcatory. "2A 

Houſe Priſon, upon Suggeſtion of Printing 8 
Book catituled, The year of Prodigies : though [ 
knew not who Printed it. There I was truly 
buried alive , it being a Priſon famous for 
oppreſſion of poor Priſoners, as many befidesmy 

elf can notoriouſly witneſs; for as ſoon as [ 
was brought thither, a Stern Goaler locked me 
up, and ſaid, I muſt not ſce,nor have the {berry 
of any of Relations or acquaintance to viſit me 
without ſpecial Order from the Secretary firſt 
obtained. This looked like Cold entrence, to 
; one. unacquainted with ſuch a Condition ; 
| ( though 1 then deſerved worſe at Gods hands) 

But to a tittle, this and much more | found 
to be as truly performed as promiſed, for | was 
locked up in a Room, where neither had 
Chair. nor Scool to reft on, and yet ten Shil- 
lings the week muſt be the price : and. ere I 

- had been there three nights, ſeven Pounds and 
fifteen Shillings was demanded for preſent ; 
Fees; that is to ſay, five Pounds tofree me +: 
from wearing Irons: ten Shillings for my En- 3 

|| trance week Lodging, five Shillings my Sheets, 

ll fave Shillings Garniſh magy,the reft for Turn- 

Key Fees, &c. Ideſired, being a ſtranger to 

rheir Cuſtome, a few dayes time to canfider 
of it ; which was granted : In which ſeaſon, 

1 I had the happineſs, late gt night, or early in 

||. - the morging, to ſtand up. upon a high Table, 

i] nd lay mine car to the fide Roof of theRoom, .* 2 

| by which means, through the Dy > _ 
pL” 
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| deavourYof A worthy Prifonct, and his wor- 


thy'Companions \clvf& Priſoncrs alfo, (that 
_ muſt, to'lend-me arty 'conyerſe, lic all along 


vpon'rhe* ground, and call at fome Cyeviſe, but - 37 


bleffed* be God, they were, from' ſence of 
what they id undergoe, beſct with ſuch Sim- 
pat at hy towards me; that fill I had rheir car in 
fach'a matter; and at-ſuch ſcaſons; DE whoml 
acquaiffet with the Keepers Demands, defi: 
rife (0%Aow what Juſt Coftome did require”: 
from whom" ( as after the ſame wes confirmed 
by the then Secretary'; That it wasnot War: 
near by any \khown Law of: England, to 
qui re five! —_ to-buy off wearing 1rops : 

LF whie Fgave this anfwer ;'1 did not 

be erflind' any juſt caufe I had'g fven for ſo ſe- 
vercar linpri Linc much Kxto pay fuch 
Fees ; ; my which I was neither able nor wil- 
ling: /Wpon which, *many Crael Tndeavours 
wert'v(44, to :exx& x Conſent from me, and 
my 20744 wife nloPfulfercd to fpeak with me 
but in' the preſence of the Keeper; and after a 
chargeable Order for ſo much Priviledge firſt 
obrained'; Nay many times" Orders denyed 
agairy arid again for my Friends aJmittance to 
me ;'and'my Window, Cafements muſt be 
nailed up, that I ſhould Tot have the benefit 
of that Common' Aire which is every Slaves 
Birth-right. And when Provifion was ſent 
me for my neceſſary ſupport, though a little 
ſerved, my Stomach ſo ſailed to cating, mw 
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- foclofe ſhur op, yet that muſt be -kepr "from 
me,” and frequent forced Faſts impoſed et 
me; and however, what was ſent for my dit 
ner ar twelve by the care of ſome loving Re 
lations that lived neer the Priſon,” muſt be 
IF | given me. at four or hveaclock; at which 
"7" F time I uſually muſt Break-faft; and if meat 
1 were brought, | ſhould be ſure to wart 
beer orbread, : fo that atlaſt I was forced td 
.\-j} devife'a way to get a ſtring and bagg to be 'I& 
' down by night at the window , to convey 
ſome refre{hment to me. | 7 
- Theſe Cruelties ſpreading abroad, occafic 
oned applications to a higher power to obtaini 
fome reſpit;; burin the general, things" cork 
tinuctPar this paſs for ſome twelve weeks; 'M 
which time, for bot receiving a note at ths 
key hole by an open Priſoner, ſent from rp 
poor wife, then fick and weary with gtief 
and facceſsleſs travels about my releaſe ; ths 
harmleſs nighbour that brought it R_ 
and my ſelf taken out of this room ſafficierits 
ly bad, (as Ithought and felt) and pur into as 
nother, neer twenty dayes hopelcſs and helps 
leſs a viſible way, ( yet -to Gods praiſe 
be it ſpoken, then leaſt a Priſoner thought 
moſt ſo;) being locked up in a Trap-Roomy? * 2 
where I could hardly be heard'with hollow- | 
ing, it being a place where ſuch condemn? ©» 
ed to-death are uſually ſecured. In this timg* 
ore than thirty pound was ſpent to attempt 2 
| my ..-4 
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plaiats ; ſpfliciently diſdaining the uſage , 


be Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
my releaſe, but all in effeRual : Then was Ap» 
plication made to the Kings Bench Barre, 
where I had four or five chargeable Habeas 
C(orpas before the Cruel Goaler would obey to 
bring me to the Barre. 

Upon this, my afflited wife was adviſed 
(your honoured Father being then L. Chief 
Juſtice) to beſeech your. Worſhip, to view 

. the Breviate of my Caſe, 1being the next day 
to be brought before the Judges, both ſhe and 
my ſclf were perſe& ſtrangers to you z yet it 
pleaſed God, upon yuur hearing our grie- 
yYance, to affe&t your heart with ſuch a mea- 
fure of Compaſſion, that you undertook the 
work! and never ceaſed till it was compleated 
which in twoTerms.more was brought about 
notwithftanding the conſiderable oppofition 
and ſuggeſtions of ſome Inftruments ro the 
contrary, ( but here it may be remembred as 

an Addirion to the habit of Cruelty attendin 
tPriſon ) I no ſooner was remanded back 


me into the Common Room or Dungeon, 
where L remained for twenty dayes or mpre, 
becauſe [ could not raiſe him ſeven pounds to- 
wards Chamber rent at that inſtant. 
And though my uſage was hard, your hoe 


noured Father, to the praiſe of his juft me+ 


mory, gave patient hearing to all my Com- 


ar 
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the Judges till a convenient day of Dear 
the Term following, but the Goaler th 
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and commanding the Keeper for time tocomg 


- « &mightbe mended ; alſo willing me to /vaite 


him in the ſame Court; and when I told 
his Honour my. mony -was dpent, he was 
pleaſed to reply, it ſhould be done at:the 
Courts Charge, I only Proſecste, and if it 
ſhould happen till my Legal Releaſe [ ſhould 
dic with ſuch ill uſage, the Keeper ſhould be 
indited ſar his Liſe. | 
- 'V Vorthy Sir, while other Council took our 
mony and decliried to ſpeak at{werable tothe 
eruſt repoſed in them; your {clf, graris, flood! 
faithfully by me ta the laſt. | 

Pardon, Dear Sir, my being ſomthing tedi-" 
ous in this Repetition, which I the rather amy 
bold in; that you might ſce the great Nlavery» 
God:made you the ſole inftrument to deliver: 
me from ; and that your name anddecds may 
live freſh in the memory of -me and mine; 
while time {ſhall endure with us on' this fide! 
the Grave. VVorthy Sir, this Impriſonmenr: 


*coft me above ene hundred and thirty pounds; 


and above fix Mgnths Captivity in that cruel 
Goal; befides the laſs of my {hop, and Trade: 
which remained out -of my hands for two' 
years to ſuch detriment I am ſcarce yet reco-' 
vercd from : I have had nine or ten Impriſon-' 
ments and Reftraints more, ſome of them. 


| eonfiderably chargeable, yet your heart and 
_ car is open at all times to give your beſt aflifts 


ance, ſtill grazzs, only becauſe you arc —_ 
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iſe of God, who my Friend ; whbete the # 
kuft-merit of mine, oy His Mercy, and » + 
your 2 dod Nature. | + 
bw This leads me, Dear Sir; to the remem- 
FF hnknce of-that never to be fg farther 
 Atiof your kindneſs in the height of that 
4 dreadful Plague upon poor Londoy, 'whilethe 
Providence of God aftorded me for my eclf, 
Wife and ſeveral ſmall Ghildren, a lice 
| of reſpit, in a Village neer Darkinin the 
ponty of Surrey: where, when what little: 
honey | had, upontthe foreſight of that De» 
Juge coming upon London, gathered rogether' 
to matmainus with bread, 'was-neer ſpent ;' a 
wery black Cloud ſeized on me, and many un- 
Sani anjuſt ſuggeſtions'were laid ;againit 
me» ly :ſome evil and buſfie Inftruments of: miſs 
7} 7 tit beatles Iwasan Ana baptiff, ns: 
theyiare called; or PhaneiqueA mutt therefore! 
h#Sdoked:upon, as diſaffected tor the Govertw' 
ment: 1:So rharchovg ob the Cloud Remettons: 


 riſboutofthe'North Countrey;yerupon-ſome> 4 
+ goor-innocent; perſons in' thdr Connty and 
M af part ofit moſt falls: ſocinftiort, I'was 


| ordered tol#/Fibaden : at this deadernccaioht F 
© _ 20g almoſt gone; and howi dohg:Gods hands © | 
# mmightremainupon poor Londovi wherehence! © + | 
= my bread, none but the fame'Godknews: 
"hs. Sergol muſt, notwithſtanding allmy:;plea-. 
 dings;and'i & xray of many ftrengers with, 
ja Arey; cemedto have pitty.onmy ore 
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e, refleAing ypon the ſad (ee F: 

_ reaſon of the. Plague, that had ſcparated.mng 
- and my family from our moſt native habitatie 
on.; all the favour I could obtain, ,and thats 
Gentleman of his own good nature ,gavs 
pledge for, was, that upon my parroll, ifI 
' would ride ſo. carly and late, as tobe at the 
Garter in YVVindſor next morning by nine,g0 
meet the Guard and my fellow Priſoners, £ 
\ ſhould then injoy the priyilidge of riding 
without Guard.:. this obtained, I ſpeeded on 
Journey, and leſt halfe of-chat lictle money |. 
I I had (which was grown low) with my ſor- 
rowſul wife and Children for their relict, and 
took. the reſt to buy me breag| in the Calile, 
where Aa I muſt bave lodged, till 
ned, had not God ſtirred up Your heartta 
ef in. the way, for coming late tg 


Linn where. F was treated liker a RCET. 


ſman than” s Priſoner ; you vo ſooner 


my trait, but with all Leartolnela. and 7 & 


God bad ſaid verbally; Go with this poor many 
and! land: by. bim in all his Troubles. You 
far your Cleark to make ready againit 

Pont morning all things convenicat for 

your paſl; age 0 the Garter at YVindſor, which, 
remember, to your pegpetual honaur be 

: ſpoken, theſe.were your words ; 34. Smithy 2 
Lwill ( with Gods Leave.) go with theeg 4 4 
Wy ark height: three Horſes. ready by eight, 4 
4 PLOT WIAgs 608 Rate frs keep ou Z4 
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"for we may, with mach eaſe, be thitt by nine 5 
a#d that is the bour it feemeth your engagemiat 
Gerb upon” you to perform. This, your Noble 
Promiſe, was as truly performed ; and whe 


we arrived atthe Gerter, the Souldicrs waits - / 


ed ready for their Priſoner, then you were 
pleaſed to call for their Captain, and demand 
What accuſations was Jaidto-my charge, and 
did immediately, upon your implicit belief of 
wk proteſted innocency, repair to the Honou- 
rable 


Lord Mordant,then Conſtable ofindſor; 


where, in your preſence I had my Examinati- . 43 
6n, and to your Glory be it ſpoken, you were . - 
pleaſed frankly to ofter your {elf body for body, Me 
yes to ingage all you had in the world on'my 
balf: which [ ſhall fin not to remember and 


repeat, although | cati never requite. - Upon 
Which 1 was diſmiſled,and to admiration of all 
that knew what had been ſaggeſted, was ſet 
free with this promiſe from his Honours'own 


mouth,for ſuch wrong I ſhould fare the berter, ' 


While I remained in the County. Thus hath 
your heart & hands been ready ro'do, & have 
not been wanting to lend your Purſe upon any 
emergent occaſion: and your Houfe hath been 


gs a home to me and mine at all titnes: which” } 


Flhall not ceaſe to pray God Almighty tore-' 


3 5K quite-to your ſelf and yours, for | tiever can... 


| ©" ThePremiſſes confidercd, Dear Sir, do not 
* think nicrudetobe ſo bold, ſeeing I can'dorio? 
; | mote toperſorma Debt, which.em our Jours' 
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| neyto YVindſor , Idid then in my heartts 
, God ingage to pay, namely, that when ever 
* his providence would plcaſe to open a door 
for my Reprinting and publiſbing chis Books 
> I would then with Gods good leave, give 
+. ' briefaccount of his Mercics to me and mine, 
in Dedication of it to your ſelf: and if any, 
for theſe my poor labours, are bettercd, asÞ 
| truſt, and through Grace know many have 
 becnin time paſt, whoſe affeRionate im 
nities, together with my Debt ro your Wor- 
ſhip, put me upon the ſtudy of many, Itruſt, 
uſeful Additions, proper to the decays 
ing fate of Chriftianity in this our Ges 
neration, as the wiſe God, who firſt 
me upon this meditation, and pleaſed of 
his rich Grace to give me a word in fea» 
ſon ,- not for the uſe of ſuch as do think * 
themſelves in a higher Orb , but for them 
that are mean in their own eſteem, | on» 
1y, andhumbly recommend it. - "Mi 
And now, Dear Sir, I having had 
 alwaies from my firſt happy acquains 
- tance with your ſelf, ſo large a ſhare of 
heart-love, am the more bold to De- 
* gicate this little Book into your hands: 
F freely acknowledging, if any gain profit 
” thereby, nextto God, the praiſe is yours, 
' by whoſe continued favours, under him, 1 
' have been delivered from ſuch Perils,.as* _ 
| otherwiſe had prefſed me down into utter®. 


Oblivion } - or at leaft to an incapacity on 
this Account. "Y Iv 
*- Thus with my dutiful acknowledgment of 
your manifold Favours, I do humbly ati& 
teartily commir you, and all yours to rhe 
Merciful Prore&tion of Almighty God, be: 
ſeeching him fo to multiply his Craces up- 
n you, thar you may fee many good. and 
appy dayes in this life, and inherit ever- 


tfting Bleſ{ſedneſs in that which isto come; | | 


So praycs 


e 


Tour Worfbips ever 0b- 
liged, and Thanks 
From Heart, and Ha- full Seruant.. 


"biration, this 15. day 
of /une 1072. 


Francrs/Smnh. 
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Every Judicious and Confiderats 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


+ 

ſets, ard to retire into their moſt 

| | ſecret Chambers, there to Com- 

VAELFSELD |} mure with themſelvet, and moſt 

+ * ſeriouſly and narrowly to ſearch 
- their bearts. and try their wayes, whether they be [Mel © 
= yt ide the ftricteſt and ſegereſt ſcrntine, accord= 

* 7ng to the balance of the Santtuary, ard the Tonchy 

ſtong of the Scriptures, and ( it may be ( a Fiery Trial, 

* which 3s coming upo2 all the World, to try them that 

E dwell upon the Earth, Let theſe things be ſeriouſly cong 

- fidftedin ſuch aday as thi is, wherein ſuch a multt- 

mde.of Profeſſ ors of all ſorts do abound, who have ex- 

3 zozed ſe long 4 tirze of peace and proſperity, which arg 

| apt 1n themſelves, through our carnal hearts, to lll us 

faſt n/leep inthe bed of ſloath and carnal Security, and tg 

beget 6 [oaritnat Lethargy m the Soul. ms OO 

To awaken and to proyoke one gnother to thy g7e8, 

Te - ” 
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daty, let us call to mind our former dayes, when we were 
firſt illuminated, how great a zeal did then pſſeſs us, 
what care. what diligence, that we might be found ap+ 
pred of in the hehe of God, who. judgeth the hears, © 
and tryeth the reins? It ts the ſad complaint of diſceru- 
wg Chriſtians rothis day,Cand is there wt acanſe!)that 
there is a lamtutablt decay and ftcreaſe 05) Godlingſe, * 
zp.the pawer. and lift thereof among profeſſ ors, *T | 
 i5aLamencarion,and it ſhall be for a Lamenrcartiob;” 
It dues therefore exceedingly concern all Chriſtians 
of what rank ſoever, ſeriouſly to ſearch and examine | 
their own hearts, and tocry what have we done! what || 
zs the matter ! {arely the diſpenſation that rs upon #668 
this day. igta try and to purge, and to make white, that 
they mhich are upright might be made manifeſt, whey 
the Hyporrite and Be wat prof eſſ wr, that cannot abi. Fa 
the trial, ſhall tumble and fall, and the ſhame of thei Y 
uakedneſs (hall appear. Onr lot 15 certainly fallenanthe | 
Laſt dayes upon whom the ends of the World are come. 
and our Lord himſelf hath expreſly faretold, that jn the. 
lagdayes among profeſſors iniquity ſhall abound,and 
e love of many ſhall wax cold ; aud that they the * 
wiſe Viroms, as well as the fooliſh, will all {umber and 
ſleep, Mat, 24. 13. and 25. 1,2:3. | | 
So likewiſe the Apoſtle Paul foretelling the,emil of 
the laſt times, ſets down a black C atalogue of ſins: that 
will be found C71; ans the prophane ol J 45 in all ages ) [ 
but in ſuch perſons, having a torm of godlineſs, bufde- ; 
pY1iog the power thereof, 2 Tim, 3, beginning, k. 
Formality aud Security ab2undimmg among Profeſſors, | 
ut the ſin aud ſion of the laſt dayes, Ard herein we may 
diſcern gray and hoary hairs, more than here and ther 
7 oh the bead of this old World. We are fa'len into the: 
265 and dreqs of time, and the World the older it grows? 
the worſe, declinin? nownto its dotage, — 
Blefl; "2 
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"N, * Bleſſed is that Servanc, that 3a ſucha day ths ie; 
2M Reeps bis Garment unſpbtred, ard bis Conſcience up., 
* Jdetiee, that bath bis Lamp buroive, and bi Lighs 
* .ſhiving, a#d his Loyns girded, and alwayes expetting 
; and prepared for his Lords coming, Blefled is that 
> . Servant whom his Lord when be cometh ſhall find 
' fodoivs, 
' 1» The deſign of this enſuing Treatiſe, (which we ye: 
commend unto thy ſerion: peruſal )1s to ſet forth the ſad 
' eftateof « Dying and Decayivg Chiiſtian, ſhewing 
' the Symptomes, Cauſes ard Cures of the Decay of 
Godlineſs; Together wth the Benefit and Mears » 
the Growth and Increaſe of Godlineſs. As theu wt 
ſee in the Title and Frontiſprece of this Book, 
A Snbjelt certainly never more ſuitable and ſeaſon- 
able than at this day, when as Godlineſs it ſelf in the 
. power and life of it , 194t ſo low an ebb, and grows every 
- Way more thaw other, inta.a ſenſible Decay and Conſuns> 
' Ption, *And therefore this Peice needs not our Commen= 
dation bur a greater than we are. hath Avonched this 
whoſe Wiſdome and Anthority we muſt adore; A Word 
ficly ſpoken. or ſpokes :7 ſeaſon, iphike Apples of Gold 
in'Piaures of Silver, | 
 * For the Anthor, by that arquaintante we have with 
him we judge him to be a» experienced Chrifttan, ind 
one who hath made it bu onſineſsto diſcern the Signs of 
the Times, aud we doubt not but theſavonry Chriſtian, 
ey) thethrough reading of his Book, will judgethe ſame 
» with 4. 
. Reader, we (hall detaiu thee ya longer ix the Porch, 
enter the Houſe it [elf ; Come and ſee whether it per» 
Form wot more thanwe ſpeak, 
FI © Nowthe bleſſing of God go along with it, and with 
+8 thee in the reagding of it, andhe that gives ſeedto the 
_—_— oper, and befſeth the excreaſe thereof, grant unto us 
a | oY lj 
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all that we may remember our firſt wayes, and doour firſ® |} 
works: and more abundantly ; that onr laſt dayes may 
e0 uy beſt dayes, and onr laſt works may be more . than | 
onr firſt ;thatwe may be Trees of Rig breouſneſs, of the 
Lords own planting, that we may bring forth moſt and - 
beſt frait in our old age, when all other Trees ceaſe to © 
yeild their encreaſe. Ina word, that we may not be found * 
wanting, nor too light, whey our Lord ſhall come again 
to Judgeevery manaccordivg to his Works : Shall be 
the dayly Prayer of, | 
Thy Servants for Chriſts ſake, 


Henry FJeſſey, Hemy Denne 
John Goſnold 
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To all thatarecalled to. be Saints, #7 
Eſpecially my dear relations 13 Yorkſhire Weſt-Ri- 
ding ; together with nay brethren and Companions in 
the Faith inthe County of Liacolo . Northamprons 
faire, Backingham ſhire, Kene, Suſſex, ad Surrey, 
with all that in every other place call upon the Lord 
Jeſus , and all in and about the C;ty of London, 
Grace and Peace be multiplied, "4 


My dear fcllow Travelers, 


Owever it iswith yon now, as to your 
ſpicirual ate, I am bold to affirm, that 
the dayes of your firſt Eſpouſal, asgin KM 
Y themſelves. ſo in your own eflimarion, - 
v'ere yery happy and joyful dayes, and you ſo affli- 

Ged for your own former Miſ-doings, and ſo affe&> 7 
<9 with whar gracious chavge, God chiovgh his rich - 
Graces 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory; - 


* Grace theo made, that with all your might you did 
'» willingly render up your ſelyes ro Chriſt Jeſus for 
your Saviour, and with all free affetion and hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion choſe him, or rather cloſed with 
Gods pwr Appointment , that this his Son ſhogld 
become your X:g to Rule you, your Prieſt to make 
Atconemevt for you, and alſo your Prophet to Teach 
you; io a word your All in All: Thus at che bghe 
and ſenſe of what Si» and Satan had been, and whar 
now Chr;/# Teſs: would be by way of change, your 
bearcs were wonderfully raken up with admucivg this 
choyce , that were not oply of Gods preparipg to 
Redeem you from the higheſt wrath, but ro Redcem 
you to the higheſt Glory : | icar your hearts now this 
ange is not ſo pew, 1s ubable to expreſs what once 
(thovgh in the time'you had leſs Knowledge) yon 
could have reported of this matter , the ſenſe of 
Wrath then at Gods unfoldivg your condition, be- 
ing ſd «pparet , and the neceſhity of a Saviour, with- 
| out which you muſt per;ſh, being ſo wrgent , put you 
FT vxo1 tharthoughttvineis of heart, what to do that 
3 - *%you might nor Periſþ, but be S AVED ,and filled 
-, Your hearts and hands ſo full of better buſiveſs, thar 
' . Hwuiband, Wife , Children, Houſe, Land Trade , and 
whatſoever elſe tillrhen had been dear to you, now 
became firange in your eF:em; thus did you run 
3: well, and of Chriſt Jeſus were known well. your frurt 
I *. being ſweet to bis taſte , and love in each anſwered 
”F #4ve, with ſuch delight, thac you could ſay with Da* 
= vid, #hom have | in Heaven but thee ? and whons in 
| Earth in compariſon of thee ? Was vor then the lighe 

> of his countenance /ifeco you, and his withdraw- * 
ings your death > none but Chriſt could ſatisfie you, 
+ cobe calking with him, and whether heis inche Gar- 
C Þ den 
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____* The Fpiftle Dediradtory? 
fes, or Wilderneſs, or avy Solicary place ; you muſt . 
be with him ; nay, rather conld you not bleed with * » 
him, than feaſ# wichont him ? chusin nothing more 
happy than wich your Beloved, wondring greatly at 
this great Grace, that in ſuch a co4:tion ſhoulg find 
you, andtoſach a condirion brivg you : look back, 
Call ro remembrance dayes paſt, was it not thus with 
you , and a thouſand times more 5 

But how is it now you have ſcen ſome of rhe 
depth of Chriſts love, and bornche hear of the day 
in ſome meaſure > Do you love him yer more and 
more ? Is, Prayer, Hearing, Reading, Weeping, Wate 
ching, Faſting, Doing . Soff ering, welcome ſtill ? Dorh 
the Pulſe of your Soui romp this way ronger and 
fironger ? The path of the juſt is as a ſhining light, that 
fineth More and More to the perfeit day, Are ye as 
ble to ſpeak in truth this co be your condition 2 Or 
do you grow weary and faint in your md , thinking 
now Chriſt's way coo ſtrait, his-work too great} If ar 
become co this, then ir is a piece of the ſaddeſf .ntws 
that ever came to thy Soul! ; Yer God knowsir is'no 
new thing, bur an evil roo too common among Pro? 

feflors, who like Iſcael of old, thought Marne while "1 
pew, moſt welcome, yer in its contiqmance, though 
Gods Is:tution, (which was a reaſon ſufficient why 
it ſtill ſhould be welcome ) they 7eath and call it 
Light Bread ; thus were their goodneſs like a mor- 
ning cloudor early dew that pfleth away : [In like 
manner, New Tettament Churches, that had faic 
and flouriſhivg beginnivgs . yer in time , comes 6 
bars down their heads, and grow feeble and faint in ' 
their minds. How had the'Corivth-Church that had 
been their Apoſtles gloty and crown, become his ſors 

row and prief ; what bitter meſſages doth God ſend | 

ry } 
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— TI Epifite Deiicatory, 
to'moſt of the Churches in Aſa, complainine thar 
they had fallen from their firſt love , threatnins them 
wich no leſs then to unchurch and ſpew them our of 
his month ; ſuch wild Grapes in time , did this%once 
flouriſhing Church bring forth ; and the very ' coms; 
plaint of Teremrah concerning Iſrael in them vetified; 
Chap. 2. 21. Tet had Iplanted thee a noble Vine whol* 
ty, a right Seed ; how then art thou turned ints a dtge* 
nerate Plant, of a ftrange Vine tome ? 

My dear breachren,theſe arenot the cyth of the ſad 
inſtances thar might be alledged of ſuch as once were 
fair and flovriſhing, yer in continuance of time toa. 
ſad d:gree lefe their (fapding, and ſo incurted Gods 
ſore diſpleaſure and ſeveriry upon them ; all which 
premiſed, proves it (o far from being any of our hap- 
pineſs ro begin well. though at the rare here mentio- 
ned in ont EfÞþowſal dajes, that truly it will but prove 
an 4dditiny to on #1happineſs , if we (hall nor exd 
well - for better s the end of a thing than the beginning : 
All which notes a Chri.:jans true good . ro confift as 
Io a fair beginning, fo bath to hold on well, and 2- 
bove allto end well, What Chrilitan is he, that will 
not tremble then to confider borh Old and*new 
Teſtamenc Churches , whar fair beginvings they 
made, and yet what diſmal ends they came to, 
as Jude complains , Trees without fruit , twice dead, 


plucked up by the roots, 


The good Lord helpyon my. Brethren , and my. 
ſelf, tolay this thing co hearc, char with fear and 
trembling, we may wo:kthfongh our Salvation and 
from firſt to laſt avoid that damning fin of carnal ſe- 
carity ."thar God knowes doth too roo much rock 
many P:ofeſſors in our dayes into a dead! (leep, who 


"beivg once green and flomiſhing , ill reraina firabg 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatary; -. 

dpinion of hereafrer glory, chough grown as dry and 

barren asthe Fig-tree, that Chnt Jeſus would nor: 

ſuffer coſtand. EA | | 

. Thus confidring with my ſelf, and mufing in my 

mind what a fearful! rhing ic would be for me and 
you , that have had ſuch like begipnings and have 
made az great promiſe of a good concluſion, to fall 
en0 the hands of the l:vizg God, who will rip us as 
paked of his Glory (it here we are found wantivg) 
as ever we were born, unleſs the falling of former 

Churches prove ſo our admonition, as he that ftand- . 
vth takes heed leſt he fall; for which cauſe, I have 
both for your benefic arfd my own, gathered tege- 
ther in chis new edicion forty Synoptomes of Growing, 
and forty mote of decaying to godlineſs ; in the firlt 
you may (for preſent) only read che S:gns of growth; 
3p the ſecond, you may read both the Signs nf De+ 
cayto -godlineſs, with the Cauſes and Remedies, 
which wich Gods bleſſing (I humbly pray and hope) 

may read to your firengehning , if growing; of ro + 
your ſpeedy reducementr, if declining : Read there- p 

"T fore what now by the help of the Lord is brovghets © 
I your eye, with much ſeriouſneſs , and while ye look - $ 

upon the book, be ſtill reflzRing both vpon che hearr | 

20d life, with chis kind of ſearching language ; 1s my 

raſe thus, or 151t thus> However your own opinions 

may be of Growth 'or decay, they are your Highef# 

Conternment entertainthereforewith alllove my pock 

er affeionateDedicarion,remernbring the Marriage | 

of the Lamb draweth nigh and his Bride muſt mahe her 

Jelf ready : Beſnre then you be nor found wickour 

your Wcdding Garment ; but imagine your (elves 

* ” Thevery next door to Bezyg compaſſed with the w4- 

+ gofy of that day ; let the thoughts of it keep yau 

. "Ia Compaby, 
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The Epifile Deadicatory. 

- tormpany, in Buying . Selling, Eating, Drinking ; yel 

tn che whole courſe of your, Pilgrimage, and follow 
God with inceflant Prayers to Bn your Souls brim 
full of che living Wo'th of hereafter glory , and the 
wnſuppertable weig ht of 11+ contrary ; chat co this great 
end rheſe my poor Labours, and ſuch: as theſe, in 
the glory of cheir perfeRtion, may prepare you 'upon 
the molt acceptable terms for future Glory ; 1s the true 
delice of 0 .- | 


Your unwerth y Brother in the dear 


Concernments of the Goſpel, w/ 


Francis Smith, 


H——— 
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Theſe following Meditations, were fentme 
_ encloſcdin a Letter from my Worthy 
* -_" FEriendCc. 1. A. thenPriſoner in 
g windſor Caflle. 


t O”'* the Author of this book did know, 

: what comforts from it; to my ſoul did flows 

He would be 1ncourddged, yet once agen, 

To imbraceb# ſtudy, and to take bis Pen. 

Ana write on wy brhalf,a Pſalm of praiſe, 

14 For me to maznmfie God all my dayes ; 

Divine provigence, ſent mee't 18 an hour, 

when Sathan he, was uſing of his power, 

Awd ſubtle wiles my ſoul for to enſnare, 

Carryihg te along, twixt Hope and deſpair, 

Perſwading of me that my caſe was: good, _ 
Farr 


which I beletved, tilI that 7 underſlood, 
By what the Huthor of this book made out , 
which put the caſe with me out of all doubt. 
That chrt tans might from good eſtate decline 
They not livimg to principles divine. 4 


Fron which my ſoul ws warpt and turu'd aſide 


Following of thoſe that prov'd anerring. g-guide, 


Sathan combind with my corrupted h Zo 
F208 - 


Occaſion'd me from Goas wayes 
For want of watchfulneſs, 1 4 like f haye bf, 
My ſhare th price, that ſo dear did coft, 

My bleſſed Sauinr z even bis hearts blood, 
Freely expos'd to do 118 people good. 
Aud now again, that 1 ſuch grace ſhould find, 
That let ſuch grate, ſo ſlip out of my mind, 
As I have done ; let me do ſo no more, 
My gracious God, and Chriſt my SaViour, 
Let me be elwaics ftrialy on my watch, 
Ard no more ſnapt, by bim that lies 0 FN catch, 
O let my heart no more with him combine, 
But cauſe at cloſe with principles drume : 
And let my labour now continually be 
To watte ou Chriſt, and follow aone but he, 
O let the. Author of this little hook 
Rewarded be, for the great pans be took, 
 Fromwhich, my ſoul,hath reaped ſo much good 
Let zrace from God , be grven him like a flood. 


Thine, 


A 


” a 


b | 


Fohn Maſon. 


-_ 


"'% 
- 
. 
"” 
- 


(SPE OPPLDE-SESSED 


6 


T A WTR 


'OF ThE : 


"CONTENTS 


_ Roving Luke-warmneſs to ChriftianMeer- 
I, ings an inlet co Chrittian ſpoyliog wich 
three Cauſes affigned of ſuch decay's which being 
avoided, may ſerve as remedtes 2gainſt ics Ruin, 
and ſeveral uſefull objzRions and anſwers, Pas, x; 

ſo on, 
Chap.2.Shewing the Cauſes of wearyneſs to ſolem= 
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ing reading, &c. Proving ſuch under great Decay ro 
Godlineſswich:tbree Cauſes of ſuchDeclention,p.x 3s 
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thers, and leads chem co hind fault with miter,man- 
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Gratifying the Devil, p, 26, ſoon 
Chap. 5.Pcoving upon four falſe botroms, we may 
think we know enough, with four markes to know 
when we are under this Decay, p.32.&c, 
Chap. 6. Proving a neceſſity of frequent Ap- 
proches tothe Lords Supper, and habitual frame of 
heart eying, the Author inyitivg, andche SubjeR 
inyiced 
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Invited, we ought ro come with and three Canes 
of indifferency aifigned, oy 
Chap. 7. Proving decay to Godlineſs great wh in 
bearcleſsto Prayer,wich » deſcription of Prayzrs ne. 
cefſity excellency lets and h-Ips in 16, perticolarg; 
with four directions as to the manner of our ap+ 
proaches to God 1n this ſervice, avd what we arc ro 
do after Prayer, P.44. &c, 
Chap.8.Proving negleR to reading theboly S- ips 
tures, an Inlet to fix Calamaties, alſo proving ir 4 
bleſſed priviledge to have the S:riprures with a con» 
fucation of chat Athiſticall Srile, che pzople called 
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Rabilicy co he their glory, with four direftions how 
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Chap. 10, Proving our caſe bad, when ochers fin. 
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ſc, wich four marks how we may know this 
| p. 92. Ee. 
Chap. 15. Calls for weeping in ſome, when others 
of Chriits people with tcouble are RRoopirng,with four 
dic<Rions how to Pirty, alſo four remedies againſt 
this Decay, - p. &, &c, 
Ch. 16. Calls tt greater reſpec co Chrilts name 
and Goſpel, then to either body, eſtate or life, with 
four cauies of a contraty ſpirir, p. I 
Ch. 17. Proving provocations no warrantable 
oround to {11 and ſeveral objections as to the de- 
grees of apger, anſwered with three cauſes of ewo 
much aptneſs upon provocations to fin affigned, 
* - 
Ch. 18, Proving thoſe Chrifttans almoſt dead 
that make ic more their buſineſs co ger the form, 
they power of Religion with its canſes and reme- 
dies. Pp. 117, 
Ch. 19, Contaiving in it a deſcription of a de- 
&.. cayinz Cariltian , by bis light cronble ac his own 
| miſcacriages , thovgh known to Gods eye, while 
kept from mans eye, with two ſpecial cauſes of this 
decay. p. 12g- 
Chas; 20, Shewing the heart very bad, when un- 
der faulcs it cannot bear wholeſome rebukes, wich 
three cauſes of this badneſs , alſo direion for the 
Chriſtian admoniſher ro take fix neighbours along 
with bim, with praQtical caution to the admoniſhed, 
p. 127-4: 
Cha, 21. Proving that rich or poor have their 
,troubics, and whether more or leſs to be anſwerable 
wn Prayer, with a deſcription of the different kinds 
of trouble, and four cavſes of ſpiritual decay, alſo 
ſome proficable objeions anſwered, , p.135, 
Cha, 22. Containivs an aflertion of the conten 
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'of affliction, ſhewivg that 
is not wont to afli& his people, chough provoked ye- 
ry upwillingly to extremity , with- four objeRtions , 
which ſeems to complain againſt this doAtrine, an. 
ſwered, ; "  Þ. 146, 
Cha. 23. Proving thoſe Chrifitans under deep 
decay, that pray more in affliction to have it remo- 
yed then ſancifed , with ſeveral cauſes of this de- 
0ay. p. 162% 
Ch, Conrainivg in ir bx Reaſons why Chcifiians 
ovghr to humble themſelves by Faſting proving thoſe 
under great Decay chat 1D time of Calamity, can 
find no neceſſity for it, p. 160, 
' Ch. 25, Proving our Tenorance of the Cauſes of 
Gods, Rod upon us or benefit by it with chree marks 
co know when we are under this Decay and Reme- 
dies againſt it, P. 167, 
Ch. 26, $hewing where fin takes its beginoivg, 
and how by degrees if harken too it Works Ruin, 
with fix ipecial marks how perſons ( though parden- 
ed ) may know when God will ſuffer them co fall in- 
to Sin a freſh, Po 174. 
&Ch, 27 Shewing Satans way by which he gets in 
our dayes molt advantage , npon Churches"-and 2a 
plaine diſcovery of the firſt riſe of the Ouakeys prove 
ins that che great Law of Edificationis to be pre- 
fer'd in all Doctrin, alſo Canfions ro ſuch as Live ont 
of all Church way; and Dire&tions how Chriſtians 
are to behaye themſelves , under Reft from Perſecu- 
£109, ; Pp. I 83 . 
Ch, 28, Shewing the neceſſity of hamble wait- « | 
tins and confident depending upon the holy Spiricg 
helpinthe great work of Mortification, inſeven par- 
eiculers, with fix direRtions how.to get and keep this 
Holy Spiric, p- 193, 
Ch. 29, 


Po — 


wichour great canfe , Gol {þ 


" Cha."29. Treaing 


ef 2H ” 1 
I : 


of ſpitiryal ignorance , aboyt 

our everlaſting condition , with five Scriptures ren- 
divg co our redocement from carpal ſecurity, with 
three ſpecial cauſes of this damnivg decay , p, 204. 
Cha. 30, ShgFivg the miſerable eſtate of ſuch 


, F "7 = 


| as after loyg acquaintance with Chriſt, hath leſs love 


co bim, with 6x cauſes of rhis decay, Pp. 214 
"Cha, 31, Setipg forth the great aptneſs inperſons, 
to form to chemſelves a devotion, and ' from 
chence promiſe themſelves lite and happineſs , while 
they live under ſome fips dominion , with fix marks 
of a right conviction of fin, and a righe converſion 
from ir, with the cauſes aſſigned ,. why in proceſs of 
time hn becomes leſs bateful, P. 222, 
Cha. 32. Shewing the great aprtneſs in chriftiang 
tobe leſs affeRted wirh pray ſes for a tribe of mercies 
coming, and mote aff;ighred to murmure for a tithe 
of meccies goipe - with four cauſes of this decay, 
| , 23T, 

Cha. 33. Demonſtrating what a areciors” Fogel 
time is, how to be redeemed, proying it Gods work 
togive the ſpace, Mans work to make the uſe, ſhew- 
Ing alſo.whar a dreadful loſs the loſs ofrtime 1s, ,with 
the cabſes and remedies, Pp. 239e 
Cha. 34. Shewing the ſad eflare of ſuch that take 
More care for a great Trade then a good Heart, 
proving thar righe Religion, will be as careful to 
dities of the firlt Table 25 ſecond , with four marks 
of an outſide Profeſſor, with three cauſes of this de- 
cay, with ſome help afſigned to keep a live our firſt 


love heat rowards Religion, Þ. 249» 


Ch, 35. Seting forth the different ends of labor, 
for remporal and trew bread, ard char our Calling 1s 
por totake us off of our high calling, with three can= 
tes, why care for neceſlaries,prevail beyond care for 
neceſſities , 


.. 


neceſſities,” Oo 254 

* Ch, 36. Proying ſolemnand ſer times of medi- 
cation, one effcotial to the beivg of chrithanicy, wich 
direQion on what four obj<&s we are ro place our 
meditation, wirh three bleſſed advantages, alſo a de. 

ſcription of right meditation with (Fections » abont - 

the firceſt crime and place tor this excellenr fouf * 

enriching work, _—_ p. 270, © 
Ch. 37. Shewing that inche true beleif of Heg- 
vex and Hell reſis the authoricy of Religion; and 
what torterivg deaths many have choſen for hea- 
yens ſake, with three cauſes why ſame decay in this 
ſpicicual frame. | 271, 
Cha, 38. Shewivg how preyalent to a Chritt. 
like coyerſation , the true thoughts of Heaven and 
Hell is ; demoſirating how much rather the argu- 
ment of Chriſts pasfion ought coobliege, Dialogue- 
wiſe explained by rwo deſpicable Priſoners ,.pittied 
by ewo lirangers, with three or four helps asfigned 
for praQtical applicatioy, p.277. 
Cha, 39. Demonſtrating that in every man, 
cthereis a Maſter fin which muſthe killed, or it will 
kill ; and how in proceſs of cime this once loathed, 
may be agaiv liked ; with cight fleps by which it gra= 
dually gers new admittance, and four cauſes aſſigned 
of this decay, andanecellity afſerted of our mortal 
enmity to all hn. | p. 284. 
Cha. 40. Calling for Grave conſiderations 
when we accompany - our neighboprs to the Grave, 
alſo proving death rightly filed che King of Terrers, 

by chree arguments, and that itis a ſad Symptome of 

decay in godlineſs, when the fighr of death is nor 
laidro heart, with three cauſes, and ſeyer ſhore 


. praRiical Hiots to alaſting recovery, p. 399, 
| Pſat, 
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THis Your "chief detight is. with the Satatiy efpecially 
'them that excel in Pirtue, Pfalm 16-3. 
| 1, When the (mitings of the Righteous "are not a burthex to jou, 
"Jou can hear jw faults with affe Fiona'e attention, Palin F4 mn 
3, Whin 7d Cbrift » the midſt of Temp: ation is m0 £ {0 
then Wl the wo'ld, Phil.:3 on 
4. Whin, Reptoch for os makes Jos not a med of * 6 ft 
Mark 8, {$. Heb. 11, 26. F P 
_ 5, When wanding. Thonghts in time. of Duty,” fiad tefs entertaGn 
mon: than formerly, V(al, £39. 23, 3 Cor. 13. 11, 
+ WheqJenes of ſanding i iz the Profe ifion of Chriftianity, whes 
* C of. hatced roall Sin Pal. 119, 194; 113. 
1 Jok carry. about with you a conflint jealodſie over Jour-omn 
ey that of tip not aſide f.om God and Goodneſs, Prov. 8. 14. 
8, ven. every bnown new Meity begot's nw Thankfu neſts fund 
that with delight. Pal. 145. Ys 
9, # hn knows Calamily in Gods Houſe, begers deep ſoriow © Fr 
" Heart. Neb. 1. 4. 
Yb, Gods afflifting you for your Sin, ma hes yaw love God 
ihe, . by Plal, 119, 75. 
Ht. wWhez the. ſam? care and travail you at firlt labnured 3n tofnd 
Chrift,is as much,if not more {cbaured in to hrep Chriſt, Hebi6,1thn 3. 
12, #hen a feeling Senſe of (be Peace, ard £4 fication of (he 
Chutc" of God, lies {o near your Heait,thit you can prefer it above 
Jour 'chirf Concerns, Pal. 137. 6. Wn 14.19. 2 Cot, 11, z: 
13: #'ben under deep Diſtreſs of Languiſhing, the word of God 
prec.ous to you, Pſal, 119 9 
1.4, When anycondition, tbokgh initr [ef mean, as U Comes from 
God, is moſt welcom. Job 1.-21. Rab. 3.79,18. 
| {SL When the peace of Chniſts Houſe b.gets chu f Toy in your Hear. 
| P . 1.22 7,8 $ 
P, when je Foe to wughd al Sin, is as1truly occafonte thigh 
fear if Diſh2zouring - G4d, a” 0/04 bu priſcns d:ſpleafuit, as 
rath.co C-me, Neh, 5. 15 Get: 39 
\ te $7. whrn the leaf appreben (fon of Gads with; mabÞ you 
dm more earneſtly in ſuch mays wherein h: will be foond;ÞE.6 7 
AS 6 18; Wha every Company # burthenſom 10 yo4,that u nat deſigning 
0W7 F athersGlory,but devorating there-from, O(.120.5., z2Pet, X77 
19, #4 ben; the Sins of o:bers come ſo near your Heart that you Wee/p 
a, ſadly ts ſce ſuch Perſons tran pu GodsCommaadments,Pi.tn 963 : 
20. "ay 
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"on FEI bing? according Gods warhyEp.x. 18, 
E-. 21. bitter things become {wet to you, as t ſquared by, 
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endſounded on the I 1 of gee Mar. 26.38. 39. As 21. 14, 

23. When the Path of be bum'le is ſo delightful, that you'd rather 
be with them.than in #ht Tents of th: ungodly, A&s 20.19.Yf. $4.50 
23 * b:1x your pity is ſuch 'o periſhing people,that you cannot but weep 
at the thoughts of their Riane, Luk. 19 41.Jer:g.1. Phil. 3.7819. 
24; Wn Proſperity doth not with a{lowance lift you up, nor Ad- 

Ywerfity immodtrately caſt you down, Phil. 4.1 1, 13. 

25. Whew your Reſolution to follow God fullythrough all Difficul- 
ties, is ſtable, and Temptations to the contrary, tends but to your 

"firengebentyg, As 20\. 24, | 
 »26, When the Yoah of Self-denyal as impoſed by Chriſt Zeſus,is 
"not grievens, but pleaſant to You, Mar. 11, 29,30, Mark Io. 38. 

- 27. When ou ate ſo acquainted with your Spiritual ſtanding,th «t you 
are eafily app thenkve of the leaſt fiep to Decay, 1 Theſ.5, 4. 
28:1 hin th:fotce-of the ReſuyrefFion and Fudgement to came, lies 
fo tloſt at your Heartzthat it makes you anſwer every Call of Chriſſ, 
fo dg.or [iffer chre-ſuly, 2 Cor. 5.9, 10. As 24.15, 16; 
'29. When the hopeful aſſurance of a City to come,makes You Cont(atte 
ed to be a ſiranger to your own, Htb.11.9,10,13. 2 Cor. 4.17,18« 
$0. When micfeaſe off Time in'Chrifts acquaintance, works increaſe 
of Delght in Communion with Chrift, Pſa. 92/82, 13,14. ,, * 
37, Whew i8 the? wath of "Ft you are more ſyequent, ad leſs 
aepend upon walking by Senſe, 2 Cor. '5. 7, Gal. 2. 20» 
32. #hen you are quicker fighted at your works part to faf-dhagng, 
thaz at your b:it pot toſe!f- admiring; Gen. 32, xo Eph. 3.8. 
3.3.h:1 th: Maj'ſly of the great God, conſidering how viſible you 
are in bis. fght;þ ith an awful prevaitence npon your Heait, Job 31-4. 
24 When. Conſcience is [0 tender, that eveiy little diſobedient is. 
1g, grates upox,or grieves j0ur Sptrit, 2 Chro, 34. 39. Heb.13.18. 
35. hen you are at open war, ad coaftant Hoſtility with boſom- 
fin, as diſpleaſing to God, and forbiddenby bis Law, Pſa. 18. 33» 
36. hen Heart-worh u of more worth than Houſe- work ; as your 
Sout is more precious, than your Tempora! concerns, Ezra 7. 10. 
37. When for inward motions to any Sinyyou bave as truly Heart - 
ſorrow, as for the outward atts of any Sin, both being diſpleaſing to 
, God, and forbidden bybiu word, Pſal. 119i t13. 2'Cor. 10. 4, F. 
$. hen youhave a thirfting care'to get the power of God)inz:[s wn 
Heart rat ber then the form of Godline/s in the Head,or outward 
Profefſion, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Rigs © 6H FR , 

4 39. #bea the werſh'p of God agreable to bis Word, is bighly pri- 
22d, and faitbfully pra ftijed in the worſt of ibmes, Mall3.1 4199 6- 
$0: #hen tbe Soul is more hongry for the word of Gid Poet Ne 
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Jefor $empo: al Food, Job 23.12.Pſal.119,73,;362:\) © 
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"SIGNES 
OF A 


DYING or DECAYING 
CHRISTIAN. 


Containing in it a Sign of Dying to Chriſt ;- with thre 
Cauſes of Wts goming, which bring avoyded, thay 
ſerve as remedies againſt its ruine , with profitable 
Objeftions anſwered. 


SIGN I. 

you are / 0 indifferent to aſſemble, or frequent 
the Church of God, that you can come, or '' 
at your 01 pleaſure, cannot come, voy 


dg T is not only poſſible,- but tos 
LD too common, on af. 
SAY ter they have beety ſometime 
>»\.CK& conyerſant in the worſhip and 
ZCZK fervice of Gods Houſe, to come 
IE to this declining frame of Spirit; 
GER having ſeen into ſome of the 
depth of that chat (ge.rheir farſt 


converfion, being mighty new, was mig welcome; 


oor provieg more natural to them, becomes in ſome 
Fg 


bs d burchenſome; then Satan, - long \aeey _ 
It,. gets advantage upon them, to diſpute the caſgwith 


LLES ” & 
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3, +, SH us of, A Daeng or aecy ng Chr. © 290k 
them, Whether there. is ſuch _necelliey of that {z- 
bour and. travail, about their Religion, as they jake; 
and by_this means Feroboam-like,” bi cor. 12..27, 
28 When hewould draw the hearts of. /{+ae/-aſide, 
tells them ;; it is too much to go-up to Feru/alem to 
worſhip, and ſo makes two Calves of Gald, - and 
'puts the onein Dax and the other in Fethel,' ſaying, 
T heſe be thy Gods Q Iſrael; _.,_ - * 7 | 
Now ſuch pretences,of eaſe ag theſe, takes prefent- 


work, or buſineſs, | 
Now lets go its firſt -unwearied diligence,” a 
rakes in thjs Spirit of indiffereacy to aſſemble ; 
$lainly” diſgoyers, thar now. bur |half che heart 
that.Spirityal..ſervice, in which the body isp 
and indeed thus much ground by a ChriſtianloN. 1 
ſuch a wotnd to his heavenlytrade; that the favour 
and _reliſh-he-had ar his firſt beginving to run-well, -is 
now. much 'departed, and, ſo hs appetite being with- 
drawn, makes his tomack, loath or nautiate that food, 
that once was ſavory and nouriſhing.” ww ts 
Now what likelier way. can be imagined, to-burt 
and- ſpoil a Chriſtians Communion wich bis God. and ' 
16 by little and lictle, remove him irom his ſpiritual 4 
zrade ; then to poſſeſs his beart with ſuch kind ef -indi- | 
fkreney aschis; even awilliog negligenceto gf 
and;ſo eſtranging biraſelf to bei Jeſus's Fold 
he is, woor-to' feed his. flock at nopn-day... bt 
- ranger here, .ro. the daily opporcanuie of ſip 
Kxid; mult needs looſe 1n his ſpiritus crade, arid con- 
ſequently 
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S17ms of a Ie or eva: C brifttan. ; 
ke ently" be affeted with new lovers, and luſt after 
eff tinprofitable dainties 
"*Þorh not" experience ſpeak mournfully in this, Fr 
} confeſs the field to be morethen half loft, when that 
eatly zeal to Chriftian 'aſſemblings grows low; «rf 
though once remained preatly burchened at mare tf 
Ef | hitderances, yer now is content with ſight excuſe}; 
ſeeing no ſuch neceſſity, as is by zealous perſons|j pre- 
| tended; and onceby them believed, ſo often td aſſem- 
ble; and as by fad -— hv ſome can withefs,when'o- 
hers have been delightfally raken up withGods publick 
worſhip : ' they idling up and down, have found Satan 
not a ietle boſie 3; nor his deſf$9 a little taking, co 
prepare”"their ſpeedy ruine , For as by often rubding 
" | hand ir hand, wirmth is gortein, or by ofteruſin % 


+ worki ook ruſt is prevented ;* even 1o a frequi 
, 7 affeth among Gods children inclin es and'dt 
ſeth" e'deart ropo0d, and"tonſe nebily \nipeſ jon x 


" lefſers the old mans hofd'; beingunder rat contirival 

| meane, that 'renews and indlihesrhe mind inco a ſpiri- 

| rhalltkenefs, to Chriſt its hezd , and ſo fs wrought up 

ton fpiricual complyarice with every new motion to 

food performances, ſaying with David, when this a 
faidft, Fetk wy fate, my heart (aid, thy fact Lird will | 
t T ſeeks. * Pl. 27.8. no ſooner ſaith God 3 eek my 

d | face, but without 'delay Davids hearcfaith, thy face 

al | Lord wil 7 ſeek ; Twas glad whenthey (aid, Come le: 

4 go vitro the houſe of the Tord, Pal. 122. 1., it was 

', Joy to" David « Tee Perfonsſo mindful of their true 

"ast r6 be forward ro sfſcmble.” * 


ts 


| "xl this premiſed, beſpeaks this indifferency to.ai- r 
s | {ſe le of* a yety bad rendency, plainly giving behold- 6 
* [2 6 un Ld, that good things were rot 7/termed "x 
ly 24 Þy ſuch Perſons; as they was fo efterm- 


4 a new, de we Have ſad inſtances of this kind 0: ſpinn- 


B33 | 


4 Signeuf a Dying or decaying Chyiftian, 
tnal decay, in 1/racl of old, Nam. 11. 4,5, 6. The 
wixt multitade that was among them, fell aluſting, 
and ſaid, who ſhall give us fleſh to eat ? we remember 
the fiſh which we aid eat in Egypt freely ; the cucums 
bers, and the melons, and the leths, and the onyons ;; 
bug now our ſonls is dryed away, there is nothing at all 
beſides this Manna before our eyes. So Chap. 2. 5, 
And the prople Sake againſt God, and againſt Moles, 
ſaying, wherefore have ye brought us out of Egypt to 
dye in this Wilderneſs? For there 1s no bread, neitber 
any water ;, aud our ſouls loath thu light bread. 

Here Gods own 5»ſtitation, that once was welcome 
to them, and being new, they was mighty eager after 
it, infomuch that they could diſpence with breaking 2 
law, to gather it as Exod, 16, at large proves , 

"where we read of its firſt inſticution : this Manna that 
the Holy Ghoſt, P/al. 78. 25. calls Angelgfood : 
they now loath, and call light bread, chisWMannea 
though Gods own appointment, that fed them to the 
fall, and was to continue with chem till they come to 
eat the old cornin the Land of promiſe, 7ofs. 5. 12. 
yet this they -athunder its conſtant injoyment, and 
wiſh for Ezypts food again, 
© How zealous were perſons in this age, twenty or 
thirty years ago, when truth begun more clearly to 
break forth ? no coſt or early pains mattered; happy 
were they chat could come ſooneſt; then were aſſem 
blies cronded; good menincouraged to labour, Gods 
name deliohtfully worſhipped ; inſomuch, that wit 
our wroig one might ſay, ſince ſuch daysthe K1ug 
dom or Heaven have ſuffered violence, ang the viole 
TE: take-it by fore. | + Ia Bam 
| Is God's hand ſhortned, that ſuch working! of.h 1] 
+80t now as was then ? Is notnow aſſembſies+#: 
anees /mal, ſeldom and lated Is it & cap 
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" Fed «m\de# aig cd F, A” 
God is a Wilderneſs ro tns people® A hot becaulg... 
they /arfeit under fulneſs? Doth' fic aL any run 16% 
and fro, that knowledge 1s inctta{td;, ind ſons and.” 
daughters propheſie > How then r þ this ſerve (08S 4 
buke chat flochful Spiritin any, ghac are careleſ; 
aſſemble, and calls 'on them tO Ne reſtleſs wich( od, | P 
tilt they are again reſtored to ſucta, Spjrir of zeal; 38 
ay in the days of rheir CE opti Fant 
neſs here, being that' ;»ler-{3, to ſpiritual ſpoilig 
diſappointing God of pracious opportunities to intich. 
them. and thorow this negle&ance, offers daringoc- | 
cation to the Devil to tempt them; Doth not 2 the ho. . 
ly Apoſtle; Row. '10. I4, IF. plainly 
poſlibility of believing in him, of Ge. 
not heard ? And how ſhall they bagts | 
a Preacher, as it is written * Tow” Af 1-1 9Y 
feet of chem hat preach the *Gdſpt * 
bring glad tidings of good tinge tall 
nx, in ſo many” pony reflolPOt f 
ing, to be want of Knowlodgy 
cauſe of ignorance; the wan a5 þrex 


nd the”: 
ch w” 
this then commend Gods bigh dp ch, j- 


bling, it: being the proper exſon preaWir ge, 
they that feared the Lord,  5Þ Zi enpye 0 anathe; 


and the Lordheard it, and a Te remembrance was 
written before him, for them that feared the Lox 
and thought upi# his name : Tn ihevil time when? 
ny grew weazry; and faid, it i$4 vain thing to leryp 
the Lord, and what profits it chat we have kept. 
ordinances, and walked mournfully before him ; t Ver MP \- 
ſuch as met"'often, were highly eſteemeddf in ON" 
account b. 4 

Alas! Alas! Is not preaching, though accomp$Þ 
ed with neyer ſo n.uch inward and outward path 
eaking, then matter of ſcorrfito ſanders by whe 
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" Hignrof « Dyive gr decayeg © 
of ; alſo gratefulro the Devilour gr adverſe 
whea few attend ir, and of thoſe, moit part flat, low, 
$ndiFÞoſed, and weary, having lictle ſpiritual life or 
vigot in them; on whom common cuſtom to aſſem- 
ble, hath earen our the ſpiritual reliſh that ſhould be 
in them : but I ſhall cloſe this with Gods counſel, 
Heb, 10, 24, 25. Let ws conſider one anathey, to pro- 
voke muto love, and good Works, Not forſaking the 
aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 
is: but exhorting qne another, and ſo much the more, 
as we may jee the day approching, For if we ſon wil. 
fully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remazneth no mare ſacrifi ice for fs. Doth 
not this Jiſma/ concluſion, v, 26. proffer. it ſelf, as 
the. moſt. probable end of ſuch as ceaſe.to Temble, 
and makes way for their fearful and inevitably yan ? 
ſhall any dare then to contentchemſelyes with h4 be 
excuſes, to. hinder their aſſembling,” and not rather 
provoke and exhort one another. to fo good a 
work ? 

But I fall conclude this firſt Sign of dying to 
Chriſt, with offering, briefly three. Remedies how it 
may be removed, where begun, or-pr:yented, where 
like tO come. 

Firſt, conſider and lay to heare.; 'Thatgo,aftemble 
is a very. weighty dury, and requires:gll;your heart, 
Ia: 55..3«. Encline Jour ear angdicome unto me; Hear, 
and. your. ſouls ſhalt live; ſe Provis. 34, 35. ' Bleſſed 
1 the man that heareth me, watching dayly. at my gates, 
Waiting at the po''s of my.doors : for whoſo findeth,me, 
fingeth life, aud ſhall obtain favanr of the Lord Plain- 
ly noting, that diligent hearkning, which cannot-be 
without aſſembling, is the way to life; therefore not 
to be ſlightly looked at, As 3. 23. Every. ſoxl 
that will not hear this Prophet, ſhall be cut off. from 4- 
prong the People. Per- 


Signtef ® Dying or d-raying chr 
Perſons may thiok -ita light chingrg farbear hear-: 
mg.and 8n offence only to the affembly ;.buc God will 
count it a deſpiſing him, and the means be hath or- 
| dained ;' The { hildren of Ephraim being armed, and 
CArT)Ing bows, turned back inthe aay of Battel © they 
hept not Gods C ovenant, but refuſed to walk ix bis Law: 
be the Lord beard this ; and a fite was kindled im: 
hi wrath againſt Jacob ; For their bearts was nat righs 
with Ged. 
Let us take heed fereiorn, that we refuſe not him 
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where It is wanting, Io ob opp will nor be accep» 
table ; Thu people draw nigh me with their mouths, 

" and boner me with (heir lips but their heart s far 
from me. 111, 29. 13. itis Gods complaint by 7 ere- 
mich, Fndah hath wot turned to me with her whole 
heart , but famedly; with a beart, anda heart, a 
heart as much 2 contrary Ways as that Way ; they: 
were indiferere a6 willing nor'e hon as to turn; 
this makes offerings19 be abhorred, che contrary by 
Chriſtians muſt be made ar; # leſed are they that ſeek: 
him with their whole beart. "Plal. 119. 25: Leſs them 
the whole beart begers jarring, prevents:-harmony,; 
higders the ſpiritual building. 

2. A ſecond Remedy is to conſider, that it, isndr* 
poſhble to preyen this {piric of indifferenty, bucby 
continuing as iadufiruousto keep what ye have gained, 
as you were (0 get it, the prajers, the tears, the 
ſearchings of heart, the atteutive hearing, 2nd fre- 
quent  afſemblings, that you in order to:your ficit 
:ſpouſal gid diligently fallow, you muſt ſtill bold'on- 
inz that you may keepand increaſe the fame, for jhe 
promiſes run in no other channel, Prov," 2, 4. Fa 

thow 


$ FSijgnrof « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 

thou ſeth for wiſdom as for filver, and ſearch for it as 
for hid treaſure : Then ſhalt thou nnderfland the fear-of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, Hol. 6, 3, 
T hen ſhall we know, if we follow on to knoW the Lord, 
his going forth ts prepared as the morning ; and he ſhall 
come tous as therain , the latter and former rain unto 
the earth. God will be to ſuch as follow on to know 
him in his way, as the former and latter rain is to the 
earth, which without it is dry and barren, but being 
refreſhed therewith, proves green and fruitful, 

Now alas, perſons when once they are potren into 
Chriſt's Fold, think their work well nigh done ;'buc 
God knows it is but then begun, 'their Labour before 
was but to come into the vineyard, andtherel am 
ſurethey muſt not be5d/e ; they are pur there to work, 
co belights to others, and ſhew forth Chriſts virtues, 
and there God will prune them, dreſs them, water 
them, bur ir is thac they may be fruitful, elſe they 
muſt be plucked up as cumberers of the ground , do 
not therefore think your work is now neer done, for. 
you are bat now begun, yon are now entred into the 
War ; liſted under your Captain Chriſt Jeſas, and 
muſt till death, continue fighting, ſtriving, and over - 
coming, that at laſt you may overcome : therefore if 
you read, prayed, faſted, watched, weeped, aſſembled 
much before, now do it w#uch more, 2 Cor. 5, we 
labour, ( or made a buſines of it ) tobe accepted of 
God, and faith the holy Apoſtle St Peter, writing to 
them which had obtained like precious faith, through 
the righteouſneſs of God and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; 
and had eſcaped the corruption that is inthe world 
chrouph luſt, exhorts chem, to give all diligence co 
add to their faith, virtue, aud to virtue knowledge, 
and to. hnowledge' temperance, ard to temperance pati- 
ence, anil tapatienge godlineſs, and to ps; 
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ly kindneſs, and to b otberly kindneſs bove, forif :theſe 
things be in yon and abound, they make you neither bat=: 
ren nor unfruitful : But if they lack theſe things , they- 
are blind, and cannot ſee afar off, but have forgottes: 
they Was purged from their old ons, 2 Per, 1,2. One 
would think that perſons that had gone thus far, asto; 
obtain like precious faith with Gods ele, and were; 
purged from their old firs, having eſcaped ( or were 
eſcaping ) the corruption that is in the world through, 
laſt, might have well nigh done their work, yet the, 
holy Ghoſt here ſhews them , that now their work is, 
but begun ; and ſaith, they muſt giveall viligence ; 
ſo ſaint Paw to the Philippians, Chap, 2. 12- WHy 
brethren, as yon have alwaies obeyed, beth in my pre- 
ſence, and abſence ; work out your own ſalvation with 
fear a»d trembling, from all this we may: learn, 
that its not being idlein Chriſts Vineyard, if it coſt us 
much diligence co get in, it muſt coſt us much mo2e, 
tokep in : ſol ſhall conclude this ſecond Remedy 
with the holy Ghoſts counſel to the Church of the 
Hebrews, Chap, 6, 11, 12, And we deſire that every. 
one of you ( mark ic well ) doſkew che lame diligence; 
to the full aſſurance of hope to the end, that you be net 
floathful, b»t followers of them, who through faith, 
and patience inherit the promiſes. 

Thirdly, a third Remedy may be this, that you, : 
would humbly and conſtantly endeavour to. profit 
ſomething in eyery aſſembly, make ic your careto be 
ſtill doing or getting good ; then you are about your, 
days-work, content not your ſelves co come together, 
from day to day, and wait under the miniſtry, going. 
away. without gain , but come to the —_——— 
(nſbility of many chings you yer want.;, chig pil 
quicken. your zeal, ripen your expectation... and pt 
pare wy for God that delights to bg gich in giving, 
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To Signs of 8 Dying or decaying Chriftias. 

You will profic-liete, though you want never ſo 
much, if you are little ſenſible of your wants ; and 
God will give youlittle becauſe you will be but eapable 
0 3mprove little, for where the ſenſe of want is low, 
there rhe Pulſe God-ward will beat Faintly; and no- 
thing more doth occaſion this indifferency to aſſemble, 
then ſeeing it amount to little in the profit and adyan- 
tage to perſons that are frequent in attending, it makes 
them count, hetter ſtay at home, than be neyer the 
better for their meeting together, Mal, 3.14, Yor 
have ſaid it 55 a vain thing to ſerve the Lord , and. 
what profit is it that we have kept hes,ordinances, and 
Walked mournfully before the Lord of Hoſts : They 
went: not ſurely -the right way to expe profit, nor 
had their eye napon right profit; but ſomething they 
did propoſeto themſelves in coming that they got not , 
and ſo cries out,” it is in yain to ſerve him ; it is even 


'f reouſly may, Godbeing pleaſed they ſhould, and this 
| comingto pals fends much to their encouragement. 

| © Objeft. But ſomemay fay,l have gone ( long to the 

'F gffemblies,and gone'0n purpoſe ſenſible of manywants 

* end havecounted ppon to prpfir, { ashere you dire& 
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ſee it come to little, I am ſtill ſhalfow in my under- 
ſtanding, and weak in my memory. | 

Anſw. 1 ſhall anſwer this objeQtion two ways : 
firſt, by praying you to enquire, whether that little 
you do know and have learned, you'do pat into pra- 
Qice, What can ingage God more to teach you's 
know more, then walking up to what you do know ? 
Oh thou that art named the houſe of Jacob , it the fp5» 
rit of the Lord ftraitned, are theſe his deings? Doth 
not my wozvs-do good to them chat walk upzightly, 
Mica. 2, 7. ee to it, whether you live not much 
ſhort o what you do know, andif you find you do, 
as ſome ſuch defe& myſt needs be the cauſe why you 
profit (o little,” then you. will ſee greac reaſon God 
ſhould nat truſt you with five Talents, ſeeing youim- 
prove not. two, E 

But ſecondly, ſeeing you do profit little, 15e trou- 
bled mach,” ler .ic be your burthen , while perſons in 


+ aſſembling gain, butlittle, and are but little croubled, 


they are not like to have their condition much mend- 
ed : To come often and profit little, is very ſad ; but 
to be «»ſex{;b/eof ones wants is much [adder ; Where. 
25 on the contrary, to bein want, and ſo ſenſible of 
ones want, that they go burchened-up and down, is 
the belt way to get remedy ; when 7oſeph was in attht- 
ion, ſome that were concerned to bear part of his 
burthen were ſo unſenſible, that God complains a- 
Sainſt them, Ames 6.6. They were not grieved at the 


_ afflition of Joſeph; they were fo far trom eaſing 


him,. or freeing themſelyes from provoking of Gad 
eo bring" chero into ſuch like trouble,” that they were 


- not. ſo much as grieved ; had no burthen upon them, 


were therefore fit matter to-be indeed deſervedly 
brought themſelves into the like condition , a _ 
remarxe 


7 : - we 
+ ” 


2 oy F\ "7 * 6 . <> i 4 s . y_—_ + "mn s 
» <p }- *;) Ty , +a 
.* 5 4 , y > _ 
: ' 4 # 'I ; 


Femarkable and. profitable example , if heeded; by 
by 'Chriſtians, we have to this yery purpoſe, in De> 
z»iel that holy man, Chap. 9. v. 2. when he under- 
ſands by reading, that there were a number of years 
for: Feryſalems captivity, how was he burthened that 
he might knew it, is evident, if you read but what 
he did, v. 3. 7 ſet my face to ſerk, the LordGed by 
prayer ard ſupplication; with faſting, and ſach-cloth 
and aſvrs; behold here a gracious pattern for Chriſti. 

- 'ans, that want co know great things from God, Davie! 

F - fets hisfaceuntothe Lord, with ſuch qualifications at- 

{ .. - 'ending this performance, as though Daxie/ would be 

| content'with no denial ; ſo Chap, 10.2,3. A thing 
avas revealed to Daniel, but the time appointed Was long ; 
Jn thoſe days, 1 Daniel was monruing three full weeky.. 
] eat no pleaſant bread, neither came fleſh, nor wine i 
my month, till three whole week, were fulfilled ; That 
ſuch manner of burthen and. crouble. as this, atthe 
ſenſe 'of ones ignorance, is not only the way to get 
profit; but indeed a moſt acceptable way with Gad,. 
.and fo liked as to ſpeed preſently. 

Let us ſee then what is written in Das, g. 23. At 
he \Beginning of thy ſnpplicacion, ( mark chat ) 
the Commandment came forth, and 1 am come to ſhew 
.thee , therefore underſtand the matter, and confeder the 
. viſion, Had not Daniels Supplications, Faſting, 

» Sack-cloth and Aſhes, proved a prevailing cauſe with 
God, to ſend an Angel ro make him underſtand 
. Wherefore ſerves this thus written? At the begin- 
, ning of thy Supplication ; ſo Chap. 10, 12, An An- 
gel ſaid ina viſion, Fear xot Daniel, fo from the firſt 
- day that: thou -didſt ſet thy heart to underfland, and 
chaſten thy ſoul before thy God ,, thy words were heard, 
and I am come forth becanſe of thy words. Doth not 
all- this call upon Chriſtians to do three OR. J 
| irſt, 


o 


s + mn WW T* » ww Ty 


Fr > _=000 


9 


- 4 rm. 5 bona adi. ed rot 
. 
3 


; SET TT AIF EE 
ao 9 "4v} "i ” 8 
S* mn uw & = , # C4 


Firſt | ro get a mighty ſenſe of their ignorance, | 
which is the grand cauſe they do nor profic, © ** + p 

Secondly, to be greatly burthened that it is ſo wigh 
them, 

Thirdly, to fet their faces towards the Lord God 
by prayer and ſupplication, without ceaſing, both to 
be and co abide otherwiſe : Is not the Prophet Daxiels 
Writing for our learning, and to encourage us to take 
the ſame courſe ? God ſorely diſlikes the contrary 
Iſa. 32. 9. Riſe up ye women that areateaſe, ( not 
troubled or burthened ) hear my woyce ye careleſs 
Danghters, and be troubled: Thus much may ſerve to 
inform a willing mind, how to get from under the 
power of this Dying Sign of indifferency to Aſſemble, 
and ſo paſs to the ſecond. 


CHAP. IT. 


Containing three Canſes of wearineſs to ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip, and the principal Reaſons thereof. 


SIGN IT, 


Hen in your ſolemneft Worſhip, you ave 

_ quickly weary without warrantable cauſe. 

It is poffible to come to this paſs, at but a feeming 
occaſion, and perſons create ſome kind of pretetice 
why chey are weary; if it happen that at ſome time 
they ire fot ſo particularly and perſonally concerned, 
in that part of Gods Worſhip, where they are pre- 
ſent , It ſo falling out, thar the matter Godis intrear- 
ed about, 'they are not ſo at want in, or what is preach- 
ed, they to' ſome conſiderable degree are informed 
in already :' This may fall out in numerous Congregs- 
tions, where different conditions, miniſters diffe 
2 | occaſions 
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occafions 


. praning, ſelf-examining, and the like , yea, from a 
ſenſe of mighty Need drawn to this, and yet quick#; 


weary, mult needs argue them deep in this Ns + 


and thar in ſuch thereis 2 yery ſtrong combate, w 
ſhall now gain the field, they being a weary in their 
ſolemneſt Worſhip ; Ic is evident hence, that the cne 
my. hath got more than ordinary adyantage, and 
Krikes now at the very Root of their Re/zg:0, aiming 
at once 25 it were, to.make.a ſpeedy cod; and pur 
ſuch Chriſtians, inſtead of, Worſhiping Faintly, tc 
ceaſe Worſhipping at all, its high.time therefore at 
the firſt ſight of ſuch declining, which in our days i 
not the portion of a few ; for ſurely, ſurely, man 
there are in Chnrches, that in their ſolemneſt Worſhip 
are quickly weary ; 1 ay. again, its bigb time \tha 
choſe that find the caſethus with them, do evenlike 
the Ninevites at the preaching of Tonah ; Theybeliev 
ed. God, proclaimed a faſt from the greareht to the leaſt, 
Jonah 3. 5- Eveo ſoler ſuch go to their knees, humble 
themſelves, and cry mightily that they periſh not, 


 Sigps of aDying'0#" Decaying Chriſtian t4 
- A barren heart'to 'Cloer-work,” hath loſt the prin- 
ciple part of a Gofpel Spirit; the ' Kings Dauphrers 
chiefelt glory being wichin., although her Clothing 
be of wrought gold: : Outward' fervices demonſtrate 
our Religion to men, -it is Cloſer ſervices demonſttate 
it to : he looks not as man looks, for man looks 
at the outward appearance, but'he at the hear: : and 
indeed his is not onely a Chriſtians greateſt duty, but 
his higheſt Priviledee, ir alone ſerting the ſeal in his 
you co the truth of '/his Profeſſion ; when he can in 
et appeal; and approve his heaft ro God-ward, 
that chough no-eye belides Gods eye fee him, yer can 
truly ſay with the good Propher 1/aiah 26. 8. with 
mn ſoul have I aefired thee in the night, yea with my 
(pirit within me 'will 7 ſeek, thee early, When ' Paw! 
and Silas were ſhut up in the innermoſt Priſon from 
all the viſible Society of Saints, they prayed and 
fang Praiſes unto'God ; though their feet were made 
faſt in the Stocks, yet now molt at liberty with their 
Irits, while leaft at liberty with cheir bodies, vere- 
1ng the true Proverb, When I am meſt alone, they f 
am leaſt alone. A Chriſtian , if with God in Cloſet- 
work, chough in a Wilderneſs, far from any other 
eye, hath moſt company then, and meat to eat that 
others know not of. Solemn Publick Worſhip in the 
Congregation of Chriſtians is an eſpecial duty , then 
they that fear the Lord, ſpake often one to another ; 
but woe will be to this, if alone, that that will put a 
Crown upon the head of this, is the having the like 
and heart warmth in private perſonal Cloſet per- 
formances, he that is aStranger here, his Patace will be 
a/Dungeon, whilſt. a Dungeon is a Palate co that ſoul 
that ean entertain heart-entercoutſe with God in ſc- 
eres places: Let me ask yoh Chriſttans, and bes you 
adk your hearts; Are you as often as i5 poſſible in pnb- 
& -) E Teo 
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lick ſolemn Worſhip, and not uſually there weary ; 
buc are you much oftner in Cloſet Worſhip, and there | 
delight to be often : Can you goe burdened with 
trouble. powring out your ſouls to God in complaint | 
into your Cloſets, and come forth like Age renewed : 
When and how often have you experienced that blef- 
ſed word 1/aiab 40.29. He giveth power to the faint, 
and te themthat have no might he encreaſeth ſtrength? 
If this in truth be your {tate you are not -under. the 
power of this dying fign, O how many Profeffors 
are there now in Ev»gl/and, it ist0 be feared thatare 
Went ſtrangers in Cloſet Worfhip, not onely in that . 
lemn part of Gods ſervice, quickly weary, but are 
gone further back to Egypt, ſeldom or not at allin 
that worſhip, letthis be matter of tamentation, for- ir 
will end in deſolation, Now the Cauſes of this Decay 
feem to be theſe three, 
| 1. Seff conceitedneſs that we know enough, 
2.. Luke-warmneſs in our Religion, | 
3. Unaprneſs to perſonal Duties, which being heed- 
ed may ſerveas helps to remove this decay where be- 
gun, or prevent where like to come. 
I. Sel-conceitedneſs that we know enough ; now 
this comes to paſs either, 
1. Through Ignorance of what we ought to know, 
or, 
2. | hrough Carelefneſs to put into practice what 
we do know. 
1. Through ignorance of what we ought to know 
a man may be very tall in knowledge in his owtr 
opinion, and at the ſame time a very Noviee inknow- 
ledg : a large notion in the brain, anda little deptlr 
in che underſtanding, it is very evident to the expe- 
rience of many Chriſtians, that a great part of our 
time and ſtudy may be, and hatfr beeniſpent in feed- 
ing 


——. 


them (ever 


things, while a more perſonal eſſential knowledg hath 
hot been otir ſtudy. Now this is a grand Engine ofthe 
Denil to teach vs to fill up all the ſpaces of our time 
with matters leſs material, and to ſtudy all the Mathe- 
maticks, and be able to give an account of the nature 
and vertue of many Vegetables, while a ſtranger co the 
chief part of knowledg , Noſce reipſars, or Know thy 
ſelf. Alas what will ie avail us tobe able to tell all che 


| diſeaſes of our Neizhbours body, and cannot tell one 


diſeaſe of our own heart : whar book can we better 
ſady than the BOOK OF SELF, there we may 
read all our natural frailties, and all our ſinfol-defor- 
mities ; yea, know by this ſtudy, how often we have 
been fick in Perſon, and haw much oftener ſick in a#i- 
os + What more hard than to know our felyes, and 
what more eafie than to deceive our ſelves : Did we 
but ſtudy che frailty of our lives, and the fratlties of 


our manners at beſt whilſt we live, we ſhonld live 
much more like thoſe that know their foundation is 


in the Dyf, at their beft ſtate altogether, / anjry , 


their life but a ſpan, a Weavers ſhuttle, a hands - 


breadth, a vapoury a nothing, cill the Refurrefion. 
Now ignorance in theſe chief concerns makes tis fo 
ſoon weaty in our moſt folemn Worſhip, we little 
conſider to day at Prayer, to morrow at the Grave ; 
1W8norance of our frail ſtate makes us little prepare for 
our immortal ſtate. Did the Daughters of Sion, 1/aiah 
5.16. thatare baughty, and walk with ſtretched-our 
tiecks, ahd watiton eyes, walking and mincing as they 
g0e, and making a tinkling with their feer, but ftu- 
dy felf knowledg, that chey carry up and down with 
| while they walk with ſtrerched-ont necks 
and watton eyes) . four Sinks or Channels to cleatife 
tattire by 5 aid a op to any of cheſe Chiniiels would 
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quickly prove deſtruRion unto them. Where would : 
upon ſuch ſelf- knowledg any room be for this pride : 
O Chriſtians be lefs. tudious in the knowledg of what 
will little avail in the great Day : Study , ſtudy while 
it is called to day the krowledg of what you ought to 
know | 


But ſecondly this Self-conceitedaeſs comes through 
a negligent careleſneſs to put into praRtice what we do 
know. - Perſons are very apt to complain of their ig- 
norance of plain duties, yea. as though they' were 


' Holden and hindred .from the knowledg of them , 


though the promiſe is full, then ſpall ye know if ye 
follow on to know the Loyd : bis going forth is prepared 
for ſuch as the bright beams of the Sun-ſhine in the 
Morning : If thos crieſt after knowledg,, and lifteſt up 
thy woice for underſtanding ,, if thou ſetkeft her as ſilver, 
and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſure , then ſhalt tho 
wnderſtand tht fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God, Prov. 2.3,4,5. Here is a double defeR, we are 
not as laborious for knowledge as for filyer, for which 
gin we will riſe up early, and goe to bed late, and ear 
the bread of painfulneſs, Neither do we make ir our 
chief-care, to be {till as we gainin knowledg, putting 
It -into praQtice the way to make profitable diſpatch of 
buſineſs is to end one. before we begin another, re- 
menbring this true Proverb, 7he way to know more is 
zo do that we know ,, thou oughteſt therefore to have pur 
my money to the Exchangers, and then at my coming 
I might have received my own wich adyantage. 

But I ſhall proceed with a ſecond cauſe of this 
decay , namely this, A luke-warmneſs in Religion. 
that is ſo indifferent. to ſolemn Worſhip, - that we care. 
pot whether we' go forward or backward. . When 
perſons are come to this paſs Goſpel- work hath little. 
&uthority with them, they are eaſily carried another 
Way ; 
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way ; A ſhower of rain, an aking head, a faint fir, ©. 
cold frgſty morning, and twenty ſuch crifling occafi” 
ons will appear ground enough to damp our devotr 
on. | Many Chriftians now adayes are too too ready 
to fulfil the complaint of old. Ephraim is like a lilly 
Dove without a heart. A work to do, but no heart 
rodo it. A man without heart islike a Cupboard with- 
out meat, It is no ſatisfation to hunger co-ſee an em- 
ty Table. This Luke-warm ſpirit is deſperately threat 
ned in Scripture, Rev. 3. 15. 16. '7 know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold mor hot ; I Wonld that thou 
Wert either 6old or hot, ſo then becauſe thou art lukewarm 
T will ſpae thee out of my mouth. 

"Thirdly, a third Cauſe of this decay, is unaptneſs 
to perſonal duties; every Profeſſor in order to his 
growing , hath perſonal duties conſtantly to carry a- 
bout with him, aprneſs wherein fics him for publick 
imployment; bur the contrary makes him unhandy 
or nnskilful in the word of righteouſnefs; as children 
by vertuous education ; or the nnexpert Souldier by 
frequent diſcipline, are both made ready for man- 
likera Rions ; even ſo, aptreſs in perſonal duties, as 
Family and Cloſet Prayer, Family andGloſet Reading 
a careful Exerciſe, and execution of thoſe choice a 
nearly concerned duties, with the addition of fre- 
quent faſtings, watchings, hamblings, patience, meekneſs, 
temperance, zeal, fear, love, giving all diligence ; tor it 
theſe things be in you and abound, they make you 
that you ſhall be neither barren nor unfruitful in che 
knowledpe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bur he that lack- 
eththeſe things is blind, and cannot ſee afar off : fo |. * 
_ I paſs to the third ſign of decay in Godli- 
neſs, 
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Briefly ſhewing the Reaſon of Wearineſs to hear any Truth | | 
often, with three Cauſes of this Decay. | 
| 


SIGN III 


Hey: you care not to hear one matter of- 
ten, though both eſſential and aſuitable 


Truth, 

By Often here, I would not he underſtood fo, as 
that choſe that preach'ſhould day after day when they 
afſemble withour intermiſſon, preach the very ſame 
thing word for word to their hearers, for indeed this 
may give jult occaſion of burthen to the hearer ; there- 
fore ſuch vane « up one truth in reſpe& of the 

E 


ſeaſon muſt ſurely be' ſo obſerved, as to leaye room 
for the making known other truths of equal neceſlity 
_ tobe believed , therefore let the conſiderate Reader 
in this caſe conſtrue my words, as he upon another 
caſe judgeth he ought to conſtrue the holy Apoltles 
words, Often,z Cor. 11. 26. As often as you eat this 
bread; OftenMere doth not in the leaſt intend, that 
not at all perſons be in this ſervice; neither doth it 
ſurely intend , that they do it. every time they meet 
together , but ſo do itas it have its ſeaſon of being 
adminiſtred, and ſuch ſeaſon as may not extinguiſh, 
or leave no room for the adminiſtration of other Or- 
dinances , ſo that by Ofrex I would be underſtood, fo - 
45 Far a preaching, the ſame Truth already known 
and believed, as ſtands with the wiſdom and judgment 
of perſons, that by God are entruſted to preach : with 
this alwayes premiſed , that as they ſee- a poſſibility 
pf any truth loſing its proper force inthe ge and 
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hearc, through want af repetition. And when ſuit+ 
able cruth upon this . very ſcore is over and oyes 
cached, and meets with ſuch ſpirits as care not..ta 
br it, that are mindleſs, careleſs and diſpleaſed ; 
this beſpeaks ſuch to be of the dying hand, forindeed, 
ſuch carriages withſtand Gods ordinary method; 
which he frequently uſech in Scriptuag to: his. own - 
people in covenant with him ; for ewo great ends, the 
one is, that they may remember it ; the other is, that 
they may ao :e. bh 
Is not one freat end of many inſtitutions impoſed 
on [ral of old , and they found according to com- 
mandment in the ſame Lin yearly, leſt they 
ſhould forget what God would have them remember; 
and when they are pleaſed to chooſe them a King,.it 
is Gods expreſs charge, when he fitteth upon-the 
Throne of his Kingdom , that he ſhall write him a 
Copy of the Law, and read therein all the dayes of his 
life; that he may learn to keep Gods word. The fate- 
ty of this to the ſame people, that have already be- 
lieved is plainly exprefſed, and faultineſs in them thar 
care. not to hear ir, plainly implyed; and one of the 
great ends I have noted, is alſo aſſigned in 1 Cor, tF- 
I, 2. Moreover brethren, 1 declare uito you the Gaſpet 
Whith Ipreached unto you, which alſo you have received, 
and wherein you tand , by which alſa you are ſaved, if 
you keep in memory what 1 preached unto you, unleſs JG 3 
have believed in ain. T hen he goeth on. and ſhewe A 
the particulars he had preached to them , Principles - +2 
1 evenſo plain in the Letter of them, that one would 
| think they could not be forgotten ; which ſtrongly 
| implies , that through want of preaching the ſame 
things to them again, they might either loſe the bare. 
knowledg of the Principles there laid down, or atlealt , 
the ſpiricu?l force and nggure of them , how theo doth, *2 
— wy... 
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This very Scripture reprove ſuch as care not to hear a 


faitable truth ofcen? charging them with faultineſs in 
forgetting : that of all truth'ar beſt, they know butin 
part; and thatby hearing one and the ſame cruth a- 
gain and again, a man may ſee ſome excellency further 
than yet he ever ſaw : experience will witneſs this to 
the'tonſiderat; 'P/2l. 3. beginning. 
*" Now this defe&t ſeems to ariſe from ſome wrong 
Judgment or apprehenſions, that ſuclr perſons have of 
chemſelyes, they are notionally conceited of ſome 
large reach'they have in the knowledg of thoſe very 
thinpsbey care not to! hear; and this defeR in theny 
is occafioned. through want of humble dependance up- 
'on God, and ſenſible feeling the Spirit of that word; 
"All my ſprings are in 1hee, Pfal. 87. 1a. Let any thar 
find'the caſe thus with them be intreated to be reſtleſs 
inthemſelves (not quiet or content) but pray earneſlt- 
ly to God, that be would both heal them from this 
fool diſtemper, and alſo forgive them for this great 
evil, of entertaining; or giving wayto burden at heat- 
ing again; that that grace hath taught them to know 
already. This was that good Shepherd St. Perers great 
care, 2/Pet. 1.12.13,15. Wherefore 1 will Jt be neglis 
gent to- pit you alwayes in remembrance of theſe things, 
| Fogg ou know them, and be eſt abiifhed in the preſent 
trat 8 yea, I think 7; meet, as long as I amin this T a- 
bernacle, to fir you up by putting you in" remembrance ; 
plainly implying that without a frequent reperation of 
the ſame truths, it was very eaſfje not onely to. loſe 
"the remembfance of them, bur the ſpirlt of them alſo. 
Tt was Gods method and expreſs charge to ſees, that 
he fhould keep the memorial of the Paffover from 
year to year in its continued ſeaſon, ſuch a year, ſuch 
a moneth, ſuch a day muſt the fame Inſtitution be re- 
«xive and performed, plainly putting us in mind how 
_—_” 7 PY apt 
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apt we are to loſe the trac remembrance and relifh* 
of aneſſentiall truth. How often Chriſtian hath chy* 
heart been ſo warmed at the hearing of ſome truth, 
25 to ſay with the two Diſciples, Did »ot owr hearts 
burn Within us whi'eſt he talked with\us, and opened to 
us the Scriptures ? While the Miniſter hath been 
preaching hath not thy heart been burning, and thy 
mouth ready to fay with 1/rae!, Al! that the Lord 
commands ns we will do, and whether he ſends us we will 
go! andyet the next aſſault by the want of bread or 
water haſt thou not alſo with 1/-ael cried, wherefore 
hath the Lord brought as bither to die in this wilderneſs ? 
world to God we had died in Egypt, where we had bread 
to: the full. How often do we behold ſpeRacles of 


. mortality carrying to their long homes , and though 


this is our bigh concern to lay it to heart, yet do we 
pur the remembrance of them into the grave. with 
them ? 

How often do we pray , watch, faſt, or weep the 
more , to behold the Meſſenger of death come ſo near' 
our door ? doth not rather the often repetition of 
this pratical, and the other preceptive repetition of 
Gods Council turn to ſurfer or loathing ar leaſt to a 
leſſening the very ſpiritual fenſe and life thar truly 
lodgin the veins of thoſe great inſtitutions. Now the 
Cauſes of this decry, which being duly heeded, may 
ſerve as remedies for recovery are theſe, 

Firſt Decay in the ſpiritual appetite. 

» Secondly Ignorance of the great end of all Inſtityy 
£10Ns. 

Thirdly, want of Spiritual digeſture. , 

Firſt, Decay in the ſpiritual appetite. When whol- 
ſome food is become loathſome; the fault is not-in 
themeat, but in the man ; ſuch a perſon wants phyfick ; 


The full foul (faith Solomon) tathes the honey-comb, but | of 
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-” rethe hungry every bitter thing is ſmect. | The: Ntamach: 
may. be full under a double conſideration; Firſt from, 


a real ſupply of food, this is both pleaſant andprofi- 
table buſineſs. To be hnogry is a mercy, and to have 
a ſupply to ſtay or ſatisfie this hunger is a double mer-. 
cy.. Bat ſecondly , a Stomach may be full and yet emp- 
ty, meat enough but no appetite to.it, through ſome 
decay or defe& inthe ſtomach, We ſee this in many 


*, perſons, that may have what heart. can. wiſh, but de- 


lire faileth inthem to their dainty diſhes, now loath- 
iog what once they loved. We conclude when in this 
natural kind appetite faileth , .a Conſumption ap- 
proacheth, and wichout ſpeedy remedy will end in 
diſſolution, It is counted in common leſs miſery-to 
want meat than to want appetite, Now when-we have 
aneſſential and ſuitable Truch, and our ear itch tobe 
gone, it is an evident ſign of. (ickneſs at heart.. And 
this may be, and yet the perſon very unſenſible of ir. 
Thou ſajeſt 1 am rich and encreaſed with goods , and 
have need of nothing, and knoweft not that thou art poor, 
miſerable , wretched , blind, and naked, Rev. 3, 17. 
Here is a dreadful deep decay , bur ſo far are they 
from feeling it, that they ſay they are rich and: have 


_ -needof nothing. OChriſtians, woe be to us if once 
we are full; let ns look co our ſpiritual appetite, daily 


hunger is a ſign of daily health, My ſoul chirſteth for 
God as the Hart thi:ſteth for the water brooks; it was 
thus with David, the more he drank, the more he 
was athirſt ; the deepec the ſweeter is the fountain of 
God : Mat. 5.6. Bleſſed are ye that hunger and thirft, 
for ye ſhall be filled. 
2, Aſﬀecond Cauſe of this decay may be this igno- 
rance of the great end of all Inſtitutions , no ſervice 
of God bur is ſpecial and appointed for ſpecial ends, 
gnd is profitabfe in the Uſe of itfor DoRrine, for 67) 
proof, 
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tain remedy, with a feelin 


quence that will attend ſo fad a diſeaſe, crying out, > 
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proof, for CorreRtion, for InſtruRtion in righteouſneſs, 2 
co this noble end, that theman of God 'may be per- - 

fe&, throughly furniſhed to all good works. Every + 
ſervice for God will be burthenſome, if we areigno- 
rant of the great end of that ſervice ; we ſhould ne- 
ver £0 to hear Gods Word, but ſhould carry along 
with us knowledg of the two great ends of that Inſti- 
tation , his own Honour, and our Eternal Good: 
this will be like a large Mornings walk by a pleaſant 


. river ſide, -it will cauſe an apetite to wholſome food 


with David, to ſay my ſoul longeth for God. The 
leaſt Nail in Gods Temple hath its meaning, and did 
we ſtudy the meaning ofall Appointments, we ſhould 
with Cris; thirſt long for the time of Gods unfold. 
ing them. The worth of a Precept where men periſh 
for want of counſel is beſt known, the ſweet that is 
lodged in every Promiſe is onely underſtood by the 
needy foul : and the adyantage that may he guhered 
by a Threatning is beſt known to ſuch, as carry daily 
up and down with them the feeling ſenſe and weigh 
of eternal —_—_—— 
3. Athird Cauſe of this Decay, is want of Spiritu- 

al Digeſture : Cuſtomary Meals are a great burden'to + ® 
the ſoul that bath an ill Digeſture ; it is a certain © 
ſymptome of a foul ſtomach, when the food reſts and 
corrupts there, not turning to uſyal nouriſhment ſuch 
perſons are liſtleſs, dull, heavy, and ſlow of motion, 
running towards an apparent decay, which is demgn- 
ſtrated by their thin viſage, faint ſpirit, feeble knees, 
and trembling joynts, hollow eyes, inward ſpeech. 
No Mother can look upgn her Son in this cafe, but 
with deep amencaiogſe utmoſt diligence to ob- 
g ſenſe of thar faral conſe- 


excepe ſpeedy rleſe Goq ill write me childlek, =" ® 
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i :Now there is +n the natural Body truly diſtinguiſhed J « 
=  two' kindsof Digeſtures, both undue, yer both very } « 
'. applicatory to the work in hand, one is when the } | 
food digelts ſo eaſily, that it hath not turned to nou- } 1 
riſhment, the Cud cheweth not , it paſſed through in} | 


in the ſame nature and kind as 1t was received in, not 
remaining in the ſtomach a due time for ſpace to 
turn to nouriſhment, Another is, when it lieth too | 
Jong, and ſo corrupts in the ſtomach, theſe are true | 
Emblems of an ill ſpirituzl digeſture, when the word 
heard goes as it comes, takes not root downwards, nor | 
bringeth fruic upwards, or. elſe it is received, and ſtay- | 
5 eth undigeſted into a ſuitable praCtice, not anſwering } | 
# the end for whichit was ſent : It bringeth forth, bur 

I it. is-briars and thorns , enyying and ſtrife ; one of 
Paul, and another of Apollo, another of Sephas, and 
another of Chriſt : the word is heard by all, but not 
rightly digeſted by many. 
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Briefly ſhewing how want of humility and charity in hea 
"pers, canſeth them diſlike what is preached. 


SIGN IV. 


bY, Vos few Sermons will pleaſe you, either 


you like not Matter , or Manner, or 


Man, or Place, 
When Perſons come to this decay, that they not 
onely are weary to hear atrer often, but few 


Sermons pleaſe them ; they are then ready to throw 
off all, and it is uſually known by this very charaQer in 
Sign, viz. They will either find fome fault with the 


marter . 
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. or elſe diſlike the manner, or elſe the man, 
or the place; and wherever this is found in perſon or” 
perſons, without juſt occaſion giyen them, ſuch cer+ 
tainly cannot ſtand long in their Profeflion , withoue 
penitent reformation, | 

Let but hearers, - when they come to Sermons, leave 
charity behind them , how eaſily may they diſturb: 
themſelves and others in one of theſe caſes ; As. for 
matter,” will-they notreply, it it ſuch as I know alrea- 
dy-as well as the Miniſter can tell me ; otherwiſe 
is but poor weak ordinary matter : andas to the man- 
ner, will they not reply, either he ſpeaks too high, 
or too loud, that they like not, or in their account 
not high enough, too low that they like not ; other= 
wiſe intheir account, too faſt or too ſlow, and all this 
they like not, 

Now as to the man, this being firſt premiſed, he is 
one that hath ordinary approbarion and ſeal from Hea- 
ven to his Miniſtry, in the bringing through grace- 
ſinners to converſion; why as to ſuch a man, they dif- 
like him, and manifeſt their diflike ; yet being asked 
can give no reaſon, nay it is probable to ſay truly, 
they cannot tell why they diſlike him, but yet they 
do, they are not free to hear ſucha man. Is not this 
a ſilly weakneſs got among ſome Profeſſors, the good 
Lord undeceiye and humble fuch : ſurely it's poſfible 
for ſome to ſhew diſlike in ſome, or all theſe caſes, and 
as little cauſe forit, as Corah and his Company, had to 
diſlike as they did, Afo/es and Aarcy, Numb. 16. 3, 
T hey gatbered themſelves regether againſt Moſes, and &- 
gainſt Aaron, and {aid to them, ye take too much apon 
Jon, ſeeing all the Congregation is ſal, every one of thes ; 


| and the Lord is amns them, wherefore then lift ye up 


Jenr ſelves above the the Congregation of the Lord- How 
cauſelefs this carriage was from Corah, Darhan, and 
| | | Abiram; 
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*”  'Abiram, with two hundred and fifty Princes, the Lord-' 
from Heaven in a way not common diſcovers, they 
that die , die not the common death of all men, as 
that Chapter fully ſhews, ſo heinous was their ſin in 
Gods account , to murmur againſt his ſervants with- 
out a cauſe : And is it then a new thing, that ſuch be 
in Churches now under this decaying (ign, of diſliking 
matter, manner, or man? was not this very ſpirit got 
into the Corinth Church, and bold even to ſhew it 
ſelf againſt the holy man St. Pax/, that had bepotren 
them to the faith, 2 Epiſt. 10. For his Letters, fay they, 
are weighty and powerful, but his bodily preſence weak , 
and his ſpeech contemptible, Here they were not ſparing 
to vent themſelves; the. ſmall cauſe. they had, yea 
the unreaſonableneſs of that their diſlike, ler the con- 
ſiderate judge, whoſe conſcience 1s not aſleep. Again 
in 1 Cor. 4. ſuch alike fpirit diſcoyers it ſelf, after ſo 
ungracious a rate, as that Wiſe-man's reply will evi- 
dence, in verſe 3, But with mt it is a very ſmall thing, 
that I ſhould be judged of you, or mans judgment ; they 
account the Apoltles tools, themſelyes wiſe , the 
Apoſtles weak, themſelves ftrong ; by all this, with- 
out adding what Scriptures more might be added, it 
is yery evident, if we will cake the holy Spirits teſti- 
mony, that ſuch perſons under this yery ſ1gn wete in 
the Apoſtles dayes; and doth not alſo the teſtimony 
ofa good conſcience ſay, there are ſuch even now ? 
It is very poſſible for ſome tempers to find fault, 
or pick as it were a quarrel at ohe thing or another tn 
the Ordinance of Preaching even as it were to create 
occaſion, There is a diſeaſe attends ſome perſons 
that will not be pleaſed \ it is next to impoſſible to 
gratifie them to content ; neither Bax»abat nor Bornar- 
gis will ſatisfte. This Sign takes notice of four Com. © 
plaints. Here is a hand of Divine ProyWence throws a 
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J fone; Deſigns pood in its fall where it reſterh, the 


— - 
, 
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' hand is not diſeertied, nor regarded, namely the end 
wherefore the ſtones thrown, but by and by like the 
thorney ground, Hearers, offence is raken, and ſeveral 

1otsare brought in againſt the ſtone, but no fe- 

eard is ſtill had to the hand that threw the fone , 

one Complaint is, the Matter is not liked, it is fome 

trath they know already, their ears itch at this, and © 
they wam ſome Novelty. This is truly emblem'd 
in wanton Children, who are fo full fed they know 
not what to eat, but are ready to nauccate thoſe 

Dainties that their poor Neighbours Children would 

teapat the remnants of, This Diſeaſe in the ſpiritual 

and natural Body is a fore-runner both of a Famin of ** 

Bread, and of the hearing the Word of God, Ano- * 

ther Complaint is againſt the manner of delivery ; 

we are got ſo far perhaps that we will not take offence 
at the matter, but the manner ;, ſomething is to be 

ſaid againſt that, it was not diſhed up in ſuch a 

Dreſs, with ſuch a Voice and Preſence as liked this 

full tomach : thus the Manner is quarretied at. Ano- 
ther Complaint is againſt the Man; yon like perhaps 

the Matter and Manner, but it is fuch a Man, for 
whom you have little charicy, and as little cauſe per- 
baps- : but fo it is you like not the Man, all this while 
the Devils Trade goes on, if he can bring youto quat- 
relat Macter, Manner, Man, or Place, fo you loferhe 
profic he gains his End, and God loſeth his Honour: 

Profeſſors look to your hearts here, and lay afide theſe 
excuſes. or quit your Profeſſion , examine if youlive 
up to that mean Matfer you account you heard this 
day; examine if the Manner will ſtand in Gods ſight, 
for you to contend againſt to your own loſs, And 
for the Man, examine in your own ſpirit, whoſe Ox 

or Aſs hath he takey, while he is robbing pertaps 
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himſelf and bis to: do you ſervice for ;this requital; 
Give Chriſt Jeſus leave 0 ſpeak here a concluding 
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word, Matt.,11.16, 17,18, 19., But whereunto ſpall Ja 
T liken this Generation, "tis like uhto Children ſitting in | 


the Market, - and calling to their fellows, ſaying, we have 
piped unto you, and you have net danced ; we have mourn- 
ned to yor , and ye have not lamented. For By came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they ſay be hath a Devil; 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and ye ſay, 
hehold a man gluttonius, a wine-bibber, a friend of Pub- 
licans and ſinners, but let me tell you this, that wiſdom 
3s juſtified of her Children. 

* Obje&t. What Cauſes may be aſſigned for this Dex 

? 


cay | 
 Anuf. Theſetwo, 

Firſt, Want of Humility. 

Secondly, Want of Charity. bt 
Firſt, Want of Humility. The humble Soul-where 
Ever he comes he is ſo debaſed at his own worthleſ- 
neſs and undone ſtate, that the meaneſt morſe), if 
really bread, is mercy to him, he. can feed heartily 
upon pulſe, and lodk fair with it, and is thankful, find- 
ing matter for praiſe, and none for repining, bis bus 
miliation leads. him ro contentedneſs, and his con- 
tentedneſs ro thankfulneſs ; the lower. he lies, che 
more he thrives, It is a famous Inſtance which-Do- 
. Qor Taylor gives-us of ,the Duke off Conde. I have 
read (faith he) that when the Duke of Coxde had en- 
tred yoluntarily into the incommodities of a Religious 
Poverty, be was one day eſpied, and pitied by aLord 
of 7aly, who out of tenderneſs wiſhed him to be 
more careful and nutritive of his perſon, The good 
Duke anſwered, . Sir, be not trouyled; and think not 


L _ thatTam ill provided of conveniencies; for I ſend an . 
-» ' Harbinger before me, who makes ready my lodgings . 


every 
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every night, and takes care that I beroyally entertain= 
ed. The Lord asked him; who was his Harbinger, he 
Janſwered, The knowledge of my elf, and the conſt= 
Ideration-of what I deſerve for my fins, which iseter- 
nal rorment ; and when with this knowledg I artive 
at my lodging, how unprovided ſoever I find ir, me 
thinks-it is ever better than 1 deſefve, Oh | ler us 
alwayes remember, all is-well on this (ide bell, - 
But ſecondly,- Wanc of Charity, It is a true Pro- 
verb, Love'maketh.the Law eafe. What Sermon, or 
Perſon, or Place may not a man find occaſion to quar- 
rel at, if he comes to it without charity.  Chaticy, 
faith the bleſſed Apoſtle bears all things, its Contraty 
bears nothing ; Chariry covereth a multitude of ſins, 
its Contrary multiplies aggrayations of ſins ; Charity 
thinketh no ill, ics Contrary chinkech nothibg elſe bag 
ill; Charity puts the beſt interpretation upon all aRti- 
ons, its So the wotſt : nothing liker God, 
than Charity,” for God is love; nothing liker rhe De- 
vilthanics Contrary”: Love wrought with God, when 
we deſerved no pity, to ſend his dear Son full of pity ; 
loveto-our miſerymade him loſe his life to ſave-ours: 
Vheii I ſaw thee'in thy blood to the loathing of chy 
zerſon, 1 aid unto thee, live ; that time was thetime 
ff love, Exthiel 16. He Was wounded for owr tranſe - 
preſſions, braiſed for onr iniquities, the chaſtiſement of 
ker peace was laid upon him , that with his ſtripes we 
wight be healed, Tſaiah 5.3. Chriſtians, w6u'd you get 
irom-under this decay ; Doth few Sermons either as to 
Matter, Manner,er Man, pleaſe you, ger into the ſpitit 
Vf love, that will give grains of allowance , that will 
put the beſt" conſtruQion upon every ation , when 
Preaching, Hearing, Contention ceafeth , yea when 
heſe ; lights of Faith and Hope hath done ſhj# 
ng,Wen will love be ins greacelt tultre;1-Cor.13-13- 
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Cont aining five Cauſes of deceitful thinking we know & 
: nough ; with four marks to know when we are under 
that deceit. | 


SIGN v. 


WW you think you know enough. 

The greatneſs of this defeR, and the dan 
ger 'of it maybe ſeen, if ſomething be premiſed and 
conſidered. When you think you know enough ; tha 
is, you are grown fo tall in the knowledge of Goc 
and the Ordinances of his Houſe, the way to his King 
dom; the firength of your adverſaries, the Fleſh; 
World, and Devil, and the plague of your own heart; 
for all chis mu{t be premiſed, as being, in ſuch perſony 
as think they know enough, if cheir thoughts be not 

rols deceit, and then what need of Hearing 'or Af 
embling, or-crying after knowledg, or lifting up the 
voice for underſtanding ? Is not this groſs deceit 

wn ſomewhat common, but of dangerous tenden- 


gr0 
P to knock both heart and hand from off the mear 


d hath ordained to encreaſe and ſanRifte know 


ledge? Is not fucha conceit the roadway to Atheiſm? | 


Were it not gotten among ſome fleepy Chriſtians: ir 
the Apoſtles cime ? Doth not that ſaying, 1 Cor.8. 2,3 


direQly aim at ſuch? Jf any man think that he knowetl. 


any thing , he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to kno! 

But if any man love God, the. ſame is known of bim{ 
NS As much as if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, you think yor 
> know much, truly if you know: ſo. much as that you 
4 leveGod,you are known of him; and if you know this 
_— po hoop what you can know in. this hife ; bytif yo 


w aot this, you know nothing yet as you-ought tc 
| know 
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know, whatever you think of your ſelves: and there- 
fore look to it. that you loye God, and dwell nor a- 
bout this or that tall conceic of your knowledge ; bur 
if you or any man love bim, the ſame is known of ' 
him : And this I ſhall bumbly add, if any man love 
God, the ſame hath learned to think foberly or mean- 
ly of bimſelf. a 

But the danger of this appears further, if we con- 
ſider, that ſome for being under this dying Sign, 
were about to be ſpewed out of Gods mouth, Xevel. 
3. 17, Becauſe thin ſayeſt, 1 am rich, and encreaſed 
with goods, and bave need of nothing , (yet art.fo igno- 
rant) or knoweft not that thou art wretched , milerablo, 


- i ours blind, and naked. How doth che holy ſpiric illu- 
| t 


e to us the miſerable eſtate of this People, under 
this dying Sign ? -zyrerched, one would think that e- 
nouph ; yet he adds 14i/crable, and that is not enough 
to ſet it our, butthey are Poor, Blind, and Naked; 
in a word, they are quite the contrary to what they 
o_ of themſelves , and what is in growing Chri- 

Ians, 
It is a true CharaRter ofa pracious growing Soul, 
he never thinks he knows enough of the deceitfulneſs 


of his own heart, the other knowledge it is that com- 


eth under this dying Sign. This know!edg encreaſeth 
humility, the other encreaſeth pride : *Tis certain 
that perſons under this conceit that they know e- 


- nough do little ſtudy their own heart, which is deceirfu/ 


above all things and deſperately wicked, who can know is, 
I the Lord ſearch the heacr, plainly implying, that when 
we have ſtudied all our dayes the knowledg of our 
hearts, we ſhall ſtill be bur Children in chat knows 
ledg. It is one of che Lords"Prerogatives, both to 
know the and ſearch ir. Therefore when God 
had ſaid the beart is deceitful above all chings , vho 
D 2 can 
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can know it, he gives this Reſolution, No mortal man 
can, / the Lord ſearchit. Chriſtians may very truly dif- 
cern the difference berween ſpiritual and carnal know: 
ledg.the Pulſe of the one bearing {trongly to a large at- 


diligent to increaſe 1n knowledge tor praRiſe ſake the 
one the more he kxows himſegſk, the more he loaths 
| himſelf , the other the more he h»ows himſelf, the 
6 more he falls i» /ove with himſelf; Ah. Chriſtians, if 
; T we.know God in his greatzeſs, ſo as to fear him, and 
in his goodneſs ſofar as to love him, and in his mercy 
ſo much as to be thankfw, and in his juſtice fo much 
as to be humble; this will lead us into the ſtudy of 
our ſelf to that degree of fſelf-acknowledgment with 
good David, Pſalms 119,120, Aly fleſh trembleth for 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Fndgments. 

Now 1 ſhall with Gods help ſhew ſome cauſes of 
this Deceit ; you may think you know enough. 

Firlt, when you meaſure what you know by your 
own'eyes or {ight; youdo think ſo, not meaſuring 
what you knew by the Rule of Knowledge, the Word 
of God, 1 Cor 10. 12- For we dare not make our ſelves 


with themſelves, by comparing themſelves among 'them- 
ſelves, are net Wiſe, Prov. 30 12. Theres a generation 
that are pure in their own eyes, yet not waſhed from their 
fulthineſs. _ 
By theſe Texts you may fee what miſerable judg- 
ment men will make of things, when they walk by the 
light of their own eyes, contrary to God's expreſs 
charge, Dext. 12. 8. Touſhall net do after all things we 
do here this day, every man What is right im his own eyes. 
Secondly, Another Cauſe may be this, when you 
meaſure what you know by what once youdid know , 
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eainment in &»o/edge for knowledge (ke, the other as 


of the number , or compare our ſelves with ſome that | 
commend themſelvis ; but they meaſuring themſelves | 


nor ' 
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Sogns of 2 Dying or Decaying Chriſtian 35 
not conſidering that further knowledg forceth further 
light, and calls for proportionable praCtiſe : When 7 
was a Child, 1 ſpake as a child, 1 underſtood as a child ; 
but mhen 1 became a man I put away chilaiſh things. 
Thirdly, When you meaſure what you know, by 
ſeeing others that protefs they know, do as they do, 
Tit. 1.16, T hey profeſs they know God, but in works they 
deny him. Ocher mens ations muſt no further be a rule 
for us, notwithſtanding their knowledg, then as their a- 
Rions accord with Gods Word, the rule of knowledg.” 
| Fourthly, When you meaſure what you know, by 
what you are diſpoſed to practice, or do; men pick 
and chooſe what Commands they will obſerve, and 
how to obſerve them, in our dayes : Some Commands 
fait more with the nature and diſpoſition of perſons 
than other Commands do ; they that cannot endure 
Drunkgnneſs, can give way to paſſion ; they that can- 
not endure Vncleaxnneſs, can give way to Covetouſneſs ; 
but as the- victory is glorious when- gotten over, 
what was moſt difficult, ſo meaſuring what we 
know, not by what we are diſpoſed to doe , but 
what God commands us to «doe is the trueſt way/or 
rule to mesſure by; for che carnal man will makethe 
Law of Nations his guide , the moral man the Ten 
Commandments his guide, the Antichriſtian man the 
falſe Spiric his guide ; and all meaſure themſelves by 
their guide : buc the undeceived Chriſtian min makes 
Gods Word his guide, and meaſures what he knows, 
by his walking likethat, To the Law and to the Teftt 
mony, if they ſpeak not according to this Word, *tis be- 
cauſe there is no light in them, 1fa. 8. 20, | 
Fifchly, When you meaſure not what you know, 
by what God in his Word calls you-perſonally'to do;, 


{4  ? 


-when thoſe eſpecial Commands that lie upon you; 


as Hurband ts Wife, wife to Hucband, Father to Chitd, 
D 3 Child 
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36 _ Signs of 2 Dying or Decaying Chriſtiny. 
Child to Father, Mafter to Servant, Servant ro Mts 
Fer, are left undone, or ſo lamely done , that they 
are fall of cracks and flaws; the Religion of ſuch is 


yain, and contrary compariſons to this, as vain and 


deceitful. This was the evil of the Scribes and Phari- | 


ſees, 'they minded A»»is and Cummin, but neplefied 
judgment, mercy, and faith, the weightier matters of the 
Law : all doings are ſhews without ſubſtance, while 
the weighti:r matters are lefr undone, James 1. 26. 
If any man ſeem to b- religions, and bridleth not his tongue, 
he deceivues his own heart ,, this mans Religion ts in vain : 
Conſider chis 1n the fear of God. 

Objeft, But how may we know we are deceived 
with chis deceit. 

Anſ. Firſt, When you have a low value of thoſe 
means, that under God firſt brought you ro know : Is 
nota Sermon a {ow thing with you? this and that Prea- 
cher, that one was high in your account , now weak 
and mean in your eſteem? Now you are full, now you 
we rich, and have raigned as Kings without us : ] would 
yo God yon did raign, that we alſo might raign With yon, 
Cor. 4.8. 

; Secondly, When you are mighty prodigal of what 
you know, thinking no matter well managed, that you 
have not moſt voice in, Prov. 15. 2. T he tongne of the 
wnſe-nſethknowledg aright , but the mouth of fools prureth 
fwrth fooliſhneſs. So Prov. 29.11. T he fool wttereth all 
bj mind, 'but 4 wiſe man 'krepeth it in while after- 
ard s. 

\ Thirdly.; When you pleaſe your ſelf with the 
thoughts that-few or none in knowledg outſtrip you, 
Having/a ſecret ſcorn to compare your ſelves with a- 
.ny;; >that is, when you think none isable to ſay-more 
-to'a Text of Scripture, than you have done , or 
Fnows the holy ſpirits mind more than your '\ſelves, 


Fer. 


4 


| ; Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian." 335 © 
Ter.'8.8. We arewiſe, (We by way of ſingularity,) a=d 
the Law of the Lord is with us + At the fame time God 
faith, What wiſdom ts in them ? 
Fourthly, When in all matters material, you are not 
careful to take counſel of God, before you bring them 
to action, Prov: 15. 28. T he heart of the wiſe ſtudieth 18 
anſwir , but the month of fools poureth forth fooliſhneſ#+ 
And Chap. 3. 6. 1nall thy Wajes acknowledg him, and 
he ſhall aireft thy paths. | 
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Containing in it Chriſtian aptneſs, through weakneſs, to 
fe negleft coming to Chriſts Table; with a» ſhort deſerip- 
Is tion of offences, that ſeemingly may hinder ; ana thres 
i Canſes of this Decay. 


y SIGN: VI. 
Id Hen a ſmall occaſion will keep you from 
My Chriſts Table, or communion with the 


6 Church of God. 

By Chriſts Table here , I would be underſtood 
| Chriſt Jeſus his own inſtitution the night he was be- 
h trayed, which he ſer on foot to his Penitent, Be- 
lieving, Baptized Diſciples, 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24. Fort 


; have received of the Loyd, that Which I alſo delivered 
"| wnto you, that the Lord Feſus, the ſame might in which 
- he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 


| thanks he brake it, and ſaid, Fake, eat. this ts my boay 
3 Groken for you ;, this do in remembrance of me; And af 

ter the ſame mauner he took, the Cap, when he had ſupped\ 
ſaying, T his Cup is the New Teſtament in my 610d; 
This ao , as often as you drink it in remembrance of mes 
; D 4 Theſe 
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Theſe Scriptures prove it to be Chriſt Jeſus his own: 


inſticotion, and therefore a duty for bis people to be: 


found in often. 


- ' - Butir being ſomewhat beſide the buſineſs in hand,” 
to treat in particular of all the uſes and ends of this; 
bleſſed inſtitution, my work here is to be inſtrumen=" 
tal, ifthe Lord will,” to deter believers upon ſomeoc- 
cafions that they have taken, to negleR this duty that | 
is weighty, and not to be omitted or abuſed, as they will- 


anſwer Chriſt Jeſus, who is ready to take an account ; 


it being that Ordinance that doth in a moſt lively man- / 


ner expreſs the certainty of his ſuffering, in his body 


being broken, and his blood poured out, that he. 


might finiſh the work of mans Redemption, and re- 
main at the Fathers right hand, Mediator hetween 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, againſt all the op- 
poſicion of that corrupt Spirit, that ſeeks in our dayes 
co difparage and extinguiſh this bleſſed Ordinance, 
thereby to root out of 'mens underſtandings the cer. 
tainty of Chrit Jeſus being a perſonal fleſhly ſub- 
ſtance; and ſo converting bim. into a Spiric, contrary 
ro this faying of his, after his refurre&ion ; Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is my ſelf, handle me and 
fee, for a Spirit hath not fleſh and bane as you ſee me have, 
Euke 24. 39. AQs 1. 9, 10, 11. The neceſſity of be- 
lieving this is evidenced by the ſad conſequence of the 
contrary, fordenying Chriſt Jeſus to be a fleſbly ſub- 
- tance, and conyerting him into a Spirit, any-$pirit, 
or every Spirit; and fo in truth deny- the:Chriſt of 


God; And then blind, injudicious men, may form to *' 


themſelves, and world, what they. will fancy to call 
their Chriſt : This premiſed to the Explication of the 
Lords Table. tn Y 


- Now when a ſmall occaſion will hinder -us from 


2 thig.Service , it is a Certain mark. of. decay inthe 


Power 
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Power' of Godlineſs, and that the Authority of the: "2 


Perſon that gave Being ro this Truth, and the greas: 


4 end and uſes of this Service have little preſence i owr 


hearts: What Friend can behold his Friend, not. onely, 


weepfor him, bur bleed for him ; nor onely bleed for- 


him till a fainting fir, but till deatlſſeize on every part, - 
and pur a perfe& period to his Life,and not weep with 
him, yea and bleed with him, yea and dye wich him? 
Qur Lord Jeſus ſaith, peradventure for a good man one 
would even dare to die, much more with ſuch a com«' 
mon good man that is innocent, and dies for a fellow 
good man that is guilty; ſurely who would forbear to 
die with ſuch a one. 

But this is not a ſufficient Parallel to the work be» 
fore us : Here is not a Friend dying for his Friend ;, 
but here is one that never did fin, »either was gmile 
found in his month, crying out, my ſoul is exceeding ſor- 
rowful even unto death , brought as a Lamb to the 
ſlaughter , beſet with a bitter agony , ſweating as it 
were great drops of Blood, a man of Sorrows, and ac-' 
quainted wich Griefs, oppreſſed , and afflicted, and: 
bruiſed ; then taken from Priſon , and from Judg-: 
ment; his hair pnlled off, his vi/age marred more thaw: 
any mans, his face ſpit on "vaY 
thorns, his hands and his feet nailed co a Croſs, a 
Spear thruſt into hs fide, and his whole Body fixt en 
a Iree in a bitcer torturing manner, for three full hours 
together he remains in deep anguiſh, ſo that the Vail 
of the Temple at 7ernſalem was tent intwain from the 
toptothe bottom, and the Earth did quake, ang the 
Rocks rent, and the Graves open'd, and many dead bodies 
came ont of their Graves, and appear'd unto many, and 
darkneſs was upcn the whole Earth for that three hours; 
and the Keepers tremble , and become as dead men, - 
and fear with anguiſh came upon all fleſb, and red 

rtrer 


-2d crowned with 


. »» Will believe this report, and ro whom 1s this arm of the 


'.- 40" Signs of a Dying or Decaytug Chriſtian. 
*”” bitter Agony he cries out, Ay God, my God, why haſt | 
tho forſaken me? 
--Come now and let me take thee by the band, my 
Chriſtian friend, and we will walk to Zmaus, and talk 
as we go of what hath happened ; ſurely jr will make 
us ſad, for the perfon on whom this Tragedy was 
ated, was one Feſus of Nazareth, a Prophet might y in 
deed and word before God and all the people, But who 


Lord revealed?, for he was thus wounded for our tranſ-- 
oreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſe= 
ment of our peace was laid upon him, thac with his 
ſtripes we might be healed : All we like ſheep bave gon 
aſtray, and have turned every one into his own way , 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
(US ALL) isa word of great emphaſis, worthy to 
be enquired into : Who this Vs al meaneth, I ſhall cell 
you, and the Good Lord open your eyes, that you 
may tell your ſelves ; it is TT7a»/greſſors, Rebels, T rait- 
ors, Enemies in their minds , It is Sauls, great Perſecus 
tors, Mary Magadelenes, in whom were ſeaven Devils , 
it is anaſſes, Charmers, Sorcerers, Blaſphemers, Sweas 
vers, Fornicators, Idolaters, Adulterers, T hieves, Cove- 
tows, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, and ſuch like, 
Worſhippers of Idol Gods made of Wood and Stone. 
Sothat here is nota Friend dying for his Friend, nor 
a Child for his Father, nor a Brotber for his Brother, 
nor a Servant for his Maſter, nor a Subjett for his 
Prince, but here is the Son of God, the Lord of Life 
##d Glory coming from the boſom of God, taking up- 
en himſelf a contemptible life, and a curſed, painful, 
and ſhameful death upon the Croſs, that he might 
redeem theſe very perſons from the wrath of God and 
pangs of Hell to all eterniry, where otherwiſe deſer-_ 
yedly they mult have been alwayes dying, yet S_ 
iving 
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living in endleſs flames , guawing their tongues for 


in, weeping , wailing , gnaſhing of teeth in thag 
= 6a prepared of old, the pile whereof 1s fire and 
brimſtone, where their worm never deth, and their 
fire never goeth out , but remains rormented for ever 
and ever with the Devil and his Angels, from which 
ſtate this bleſſed Son of God delivers, and proclaims 
the greatneſs of this his love to every finner, and hath 
inſtituted this great ſervice in remembrance of this 
his bitter Paſſion, thar ſuch for whom he drank this | 
bicter Cup might ſhew forth this his death cill. he ſhalf 
come the ſecond time without ſin to ſalvation. Can 
any then caſt their eye upon the perſon, worth, and 
wounds of this bleeding love, and not fall in love, 
yea be ſick with love after daily Communion with ſuch 
a one! What can ſach thus redeem'd from this grear 
woe, by this great Lord, to ſvch a great ſtate, as to 
be called the adopted Sons and Daughters of God, 
and yet let a ſmall occaſion keep them from commuz 
nion with their Lord and his redeemed, and not be 
under deep decay? &c. 

For any therefore to eſtrange themſelves from 
Chriſt's Table, icbeing no leſs than a refufing the food 
he hath prepared; becauſe things go not juſt as they 
would have them, doth greatly argue the letr to be 
in themſelves though not by ſuch heeded ; they being 
great wanderers abroad in the wayes of others; per- 
haps more buſying themſelves than they ought, and 
yet as great ſtrangers at home to ſelf-examina- 
tion, and due perſonal preparation, which where ever 
It 1s, is that indeed that ſo warrantably calls perſons 
to come to Chriſt Jeſus's Feaſt, of Bread and Waze, 


purchaſed with his B/ood; that negligence therein will 


prove no leſs than their great fin.: What is it therefore 
that ſhould keep us from that ſervice, wherein by faith 
| © Wn 
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we areto feed, as it were upon. the fleſh of the Sonof 


God? Whoſe fleſh is meat indeed, and whoſe blood ts drink. 


$#deed. 1 ruly nothing buc ſelf-unwortbineſs or. un- 


preparedneſs : Surely, ſurely, the ſpiritual growing | 
Chriſtian , whoſe: hungrings and thirſtings ave after : 


«hourly: commupion with Jeſus Chriſt, can better for. 
go his natural food a thouſand times, than yield co a 


lett from this performance : Let us therefore examine 


our ſelves, that we are meet ſubjeRts, diſcerning the 
Lora Boay, and ſo let us eat that Bread, and arink that 
Cup. 

Now the Cauſes of this 'decay , or yielding upon 


ſmall occaſions, to abſent from Chriſis ] able, maybe - 


theſe three. 
Firſt , Too preat Ignorance who are the Subjects 
Chriſt calls to thus Service. | 
: —_— Too too great aptneſs to be eaſily provo- 
ed, 
" Thirdly, 'Want of love to Jeſus Chriſt, the Author 
of this Service. 

Firſt, Too great Ignorance who are the SubjeRs 
Chriſt calls to this Service ; which conſiſts ina miſcon. 
{truing his general invitation to all penitent, believing 
baptized Diſciples, who have had an orderly admit- 
tancethus far, and by way of Precept are enjoyned 
both to come to thisService, and continue in it ; T he 
fame day were added to the Church three thouſand ſouls, 
ard they continued fkedfaft in the Apoſtles doftrine, \fe- 
Howſhip, breaking of bread, and prayer : it is peculiarly 
unto ſuch appointed and [inRihed, that they may keep 
in remembrance their Lord and Saviom's Paſlion. 
So. often as ye eat this Bread, and arink this Cup, ye 
a fhew forth the Lords death till he come. But I would 
not be miſtizken here, as that I mean. the outward 
64aze of theſe onely, makes right SubjeRs for cone 

Call; 


_- 
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Cal ; yet this outward mult be, but woto itwhen ig - 
| is alone : The Kings Daughter. is to be all glorious 
within, as well as her garment of wrought gold :- The 


bungerer and thirſter after his ſupply, thar ſenſibly ſees 
all bis fprings to bein him, and as the Hare panteth 
after the brooks of water, hath: his ſoul crying; Oh 
when ſhall I come and appear before bim ? neglig&nce 
eo be thus fitted, cauſerh ignorance of Chriſts Cay. 
But ſecondly , Too too great aptneſs to be ealily 
provoked : Some Chriſtians are: fo weak , that they 
will be {ti]l forming diſcontent-to themſelyes, ill inter- 
preting others actions, and fitraining at every Gnat, 
which generally'comes through. weakneſs in judgmeor, 
and unaptneſs co /be buſying themſelves with ' cheir 
high Calling, and the worth of Gods gracious' privt- 
ledges afforded them ;” by which means the inward 


- man 1s too much raked or made raw, and ſo apt to 


ſmart at every little crouch, as ſpecial care therefore 
muſt be had in Churches, that none give juſt offence ; 
ſo that none upon too light account take offence ; for 
it doch bur argue ſuch Children or Babes in Chrittia- 
nity, and greatly rob themſelves of that ſpiritual re- 
freſhing ſtrength, chat otherwiſe mighe be their pre- 
ſent portion , - and. fill their heart with diſquiering 
thoughts to the hindring their ſpiritual appetite from 
taking in thar rich refreſhment, Chriſt Jeſus Table is 
furniſht with for every prepared Gueſt. 

But Thirdly, Want of love to Jeſus Chrift, the Au- 
thor of this Service +; All thoſe motives that provoke 
the heart to love Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be aRive now ; 
viz. The greatneſsof his loye to purchaſe this Service 
for vs, with no lefs price than his precious blood ;.the 
ſmalneſs of our deſert to procure this ; together with 
thebigh priviledges ic Ggnifies us heirs unto : Behold 
what maner of love the Father hath beftowed on t, that 
We 
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| we ſhonld be called, (or accounted,)the Sons of God, who 
| were before without Chriſt, &c. "But nol made nigh 
through the blood of Chriſt, How ſhould this provoke 
our ak love ro him , to becrying out with the 
Spouſe in the Canticles ; Ay beloved i fair and ruday, 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. Certainly, my friends, 
wefe our hearts truly ſpiritusl, we could not chooſe 
bur ſee ſingular deſert 1n Jeſus Chriſt , - calling for rhe 
greateſt of our loye, in a holy affetion to Ss Injoy- 
ing of him, and making us prefer our communion 
with him in this ſervice, before all things that in this 
world may challenge our dearelt reſpet : It muſt 
needs therefore follow, that wantof love makes way 
for ſmall occaſions to keep us from Chriſt's Table 1 
ſhall leave this to conſideration, and paſs to the, ſe. 
venth Sign of a dying Chriſtian. 


— T———————————_ _— — -— _ 


Shewing the great decay to Chriſtianity, when mindleſs to 
Prayer ,, with a plain aiſcovery of the Neceſſity, Ex- 
cellency, Lets, and Helps to Prayer, in fexteen Þ ar- 
ticulars, with four Direftions as to the Manner of our 
approaches to God in this ſervice ,, and what we are to 
do after Prayer. | 


SIGN VII. 
Hen you have uſually no great mind to| 
Prayer. 


{ 


When a Chriſtian is mindleſs of this boſome, blef- 
ſed, intimate fervice of Prayer , which is a drawing 
nigh to, and talking with the great Lord God Almigh- 
ty ; here is then ground enough to conclude his ſtate, 
- and bis decay very great, Now in Prayer there is 
conſiderable, 6 I 


. Firſt, 
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Fieſt, The Neceſſity of Prayer. 

Secondly, The Excellency of Prayer. 

Thirdly, Lets to Prayer, 

Fourthly, Helps to Prayer. 

Firſt, The neceſlity of Prayer appears from the 

Command of God, 1 Theſ, 5. 7. Pray without ceaſing 

Col- 4.21. Continue in prayer , and watch in the ſame 

with tbanksoiving ; 1 Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for nothing, 

but in' every thing by prayer and ſupplication , with 

thansgiving , let your requeſts be made known unto God. 
Secondly, It appears from example, 1 Sam. 12. 23. 

Ged forbid that I ſhould fin in ceaſing to pray for you; 


Pal, 55. 27, Evening and morning , and at noon, will I 


pray ;, Dan, 6. 10, Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was figned, he Went into his houſe , and knteled 
pon his knees, three times a day , and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did at other times. 
Thirdly, the Neceſlity appears from che importu- 
nity that goeth-along with prayer, Lake 22: 44. And 
being in an agony he prayed more earneſtly, Luke 6.12. 
Lind it came to paſs in thoſe dayes, that he went into a 
mountain to pray, and continxed all night in prayer to 
God : AQts 12, 5, Peter therefore was mY in Priſon, 
but prayer was made without ceaſing of the Church to 
God for him : Luke 11.8, 9, I ſay to you, thowgh be 
Will not riſe and give him, becauſe he is his friend, yet 
becauſe of his importunity he will riſe and give him as 
many as be needeth. 
ny , The Excellency of Prayer, appears in 
this, 
Firſt, It engageth Gods ſtrength. 
Secondly, 1t holds with holy reverence Gods hands, 
Thirdly, In no condition we can be barred from it. 
- For the firſt, Zxod. 17. 11. And it came to paſ?, 
whew Moſes held up his hands , Iſrael prevailed ry 
' » 
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when he let dovyn his hands, the Amaltkites prevailed, 
Joſh. 10.12, 13, 14: Then ſpake Foſhnua (or prayed to 
the Loyd) in the day when the Lord delivered up the A- 
morites before the Children of 1ſrael;, and he ſaid in the 


foobt of Iſrael, Sun ſtand thou ſtill pon Gibeon i; and - 


thow Moon npon the V alley of Ajalon, and the'$un ftood 


| fill, and the Moon ſtayed until the. people had —_— 
the 


themſelves upon their enemies; and there was no day 


that before it, or after it, that the. Lord hearkned to the 
prayer of a man, for the Lord fought for Iſrael. 
Secondly, Prayers Excellency appears in this, it 
holds with holy reverence Gods hands, Exod. 32. 9. 
IO,11, 12. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, I have ſeen 
this people, and behold it is a ſtiff-necked people ; Now 


- therefore let me alone that 1 may deftyoy them, and I 
Will make of thee a great Nation. And Moſes beſonght 


the Lord, ſaying, Lord, why aeth thy wrath wax hot, 
turn pray thee and repent of this evil againſt them, 


Numb 14. 31. 22. And the Lora: ſaid to Moſes, how 


bong will this people provoke me, and how long will it be 
.ere they believe me ? now therefore let me alone that 1 may 
Arft roy them. . "Th pa 
- Thirdly, Prayers Excellency appears,: in thatiwno 
condition we can be barred from it, Daniel in'the 
Lions Den, Chap.6, Jonah in the Whales Belly, Chap. 
I» 2. T hen fonah prayed to the. Lord his © od ont of the 
Fiſhes Belly, and ſaid, I cried by. reaſon of my affliftion 
unto the Lord, and he heard me : out of the belly of Hell 
cried 1, and thou heardeft my voice : ſo Paul and Silas 
in Priſon prayed, and ſang praiſes to God, ard the 
Priſoners heard them. t 

Now we come to Lets to Prayer, 4.e. what hinders 
Prayer from prevailing with God: , ©: © | 
Furſt, Preſumption in an unreverent adventuring 
beore the Lord, 2 Chron, 14. and 20,33, &c, Fora 
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et the people had not prepared their heart unto the God 
of their Farhers , therefore thus will 1 do unto thee 0 © 
Iſrael; and becauſe 1 Will do this unto thee , prepare 
to meet thy God O Iſrazl, Amos 4. 12, 

A ſecond lett or hinderance to Prayer is, wandring 
thoughts, Fer. 4. 14. O 7eruſalem waſh thine heart 
from Wickeaneſs, that thou maiſt be ſaved , hoy long 
ſhall thy vain thoughts loag within thee ? T herefore take 
no thoughe ſaying ; what ſhall we eat, or what ſhall 
we drink, or wherewith ſhall we be cloathed ? bur 
ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righteoul- 
neſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 
Mat. 6. 32, 33. 

The third lett to Prayer is boſom fin, or pleaſane 
delight in ſome ſecret luſt, P/al. 66. 8. If [regard ini> 


þ quity in my heart God will not hear me. Joſh. 7. 8, 9, 10, 


Il. The Lord ſaith to Foſhna, get thee up, where- 
fore lieſt thou thus upon thy face ;, Iſrael have ſinned, they 
have alſo tranſgreſſed my Covenant, which I have com- 
manded them ; for they have taken of the accurſed thing, 
and have alſo ſtolen and aiſſembled; and they have pur 
it alſo among their own ſtuff , therefore they could net 
Hand before their Enemies, but turned their backs. This 
z00d man Foſhua in Chap 10. 12. at another time is 
0 prevalent at-prayer, that the Sun and Moon ſtands 
ſtill; yet now in his ſeventh Chapter, becauſe there is 
ome boſom fin in the Camp, he cannor prevail till 
this is removed. | 

A fourth lett is, want of reconciliation to brethreh, 
at, 5.23, 24. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
ltar, and there remembre$t that thy brother hath ought 
wainſt thee , leave there thy gift before the Altar, aud 
rſt go and be reconciled to thy brother, Mat. 6. 12. Fors 
Five #s our debts as we forgive our debters, but if you 
orgive wat men their treſpaſſes, neithir will your Father 
orgive Je your treſpaſſes E & 


-h 
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A fifth let is deſpairing doubts of being anſwered, 
Zam.1,5,6. If ony man lack, wiſdom, let him ash it 
of God that giveth to all liberally, and npbraideth not ; 
and it ſhall be oiven him , but let him ash in faith, no- 
thing doubting , for he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the (ca, driven with the wind , and toſſed ; let not that 
man think he hall receive any thing at the hand of the 
Lord. whatſoever ye ſhall ask, in my name, believe that 
Je ſhall receive it , and ye ſhall recerve it , Mark 11, 
24. 
"We ſh-!l now ſpeak of Helps to Prayer ; for faith 
ſome, 1 wonid, but 1 cannot pray, I want words, all 
ctharlcands is to high, for a Help to this, 

Firſt, Jabour to gr a feeling of the neceflity and 
excellency of Prayer, ſo as that thy heart goeth un- 
der a prievous burthen, becauſe thou canſt not pray, 
fer. 5.3.0 Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth, thou 
haft ſtricken them, but they are not grieved. Here the 
Prophet complains , that though 1ſrael are ſtricken , 
ſmitten, and aflited, yer they have not grieved; 
clearly implying, that a grieved , burchened ſtare at 
the ſenſe of want, isa fair itep in the way to obtain 
ſupply, P/al. 38 4, 6. For mine iniquities are gone over 
my head, as a heavy burthen, they are too heavy for me ,, 1 
ans troubled, I am bowed down greatly , caſt thy burthe 
upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, Pfal. 55. 22. 

Secondly, {ludy much how to ger deep ſenfe of yo 
our great wants of Gods daily help, AZ my (pringt 
arc'in th:e, Without me you can do nothing : For in hi 
we live, move, and have onr being AQs 17. 27, 28. 

Thirdly , Conſider God hath provided no way fot 
you to acquaint him with your wants, but prayer, and 
if you cannot pray, bow will you make your want 
known to God, Phil, 4.6. Tn everything by (prayer an 
ſupplication with thanksowving, let your requeſts ys mad 
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known untoGod, 2 Chron. 26. Vzzia ſenght God in the 
dajes of Ezra , and as long as he ſought the Lord, God 
made him to proſper : Gall upon me in the day of trouble, 
and I will deliver thee , and thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pla), 
50, 15. Hol, 5.15, 

Fourthly, Conſider that all your outward mercies 
become bleſlings through Prayer, 1 Tim. 4- 5, 6, For 
every creature of God is good, if it be received with thanks* 
giving, for it is ſanitified by the Word of God and Pray- 
er: Give as this day onr daily bread; When Feſns had 
made the multitude fit down upin the ground, he looked 
wp to he gven, and gave thanks ; or ſaid grace, as the 
old tranſJations read it, 

Ffthly, Conſider what a miſerable condition will 
yours be, 1f ca{t into the Lions Den, Whales Belly, or 
Stocks, if you cannot pray : T hey porrred ont their [3:p- 
plications when thy chaſtnins was upon them. 

Sixthly, Intreart Jeſus Chriſt ro teach you to pray, 
Luke 11.1, Andit came to paſs, as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceaſed , one of his Diſciples ſaid 
unto him, Lord, teach #s to pray, as Fohn alſo taught his 
Diſciples : as the Lord commands us to do, ſo he mul: 
help vs to Pray Ezeh. 36. 37. 

But I ſhall cloſe this with a brief Caution about the 
practical part of Prayer, beſeeching you that you 
would labour with all your might, after theſe few 
things, 

Firſt, Get your hearts poſſeſt wit a reverent eſtima- 
tion of the great and gracious priviledge of Prayer, 
that ſuch a great Lord God Almighty, Kingof Kings, 
Maker of heaven and earth, ſhould admit ſuch a creep- 
ing worm as thee and me , and leſs than this, fuch'a 
polluted and undone miſerable creature to approach ſo 
nigh ſuch a Glorious preſence, think {til! oh what” a 
favour is this, 

E 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Never beraſh in adventuring into ſuch a 
Glorious preſence in the a& of Prayer, deliberate, 
ponder, recall, and recolle& thy ſelt before thou go 
dowa tothy knees, whicher, and why, and before what 
_ Majeity thou arr now going to plead for thy 
ite, and che life of thy Relations, and above all for 
the ſouls ofall, that they may not everlaſtingly miſ- 
carry. Who will ſuffer the Chyrurgion to cut off his 
arm without great deliberation ; ſhall we be leſs con- 
cerned to approach the Preſence of God! O Chriſtians, 
Sive your ſclves nor only time for the Duty, but alſo 
time £0 prepare for the Duty , Call home your wan- 
dring cboughts, ſet thy heart in order for thy duty be- 
fore thou fall upon thy duty, by ſuch means you ſhall 
not oneſy pray but prevail. 

Thirdly, Pray wichout ceaſing, that is, get into the 
habit of prayer, be alwayesin a praying frame, pray 
ac work, pray at meat, pray when thou walkeſt by the 
way, {itciog by the fire, pray at going to bed, andat 
up riſing in the morning, pray alwayes, and in all 
things prayer is one of Gods great lights in this 
World, which he expe&s his Children ſhould Keep al- 
wayes burning, unto which great lighc let me beſeech 
you watch every opportunity to add the oyl of read. 
ing chis will make it burn auch clearer, it is undoubt- 
ediy one great preparative to ſolemn family, and clo. 
ſer prayer, that we fir{t read ſome bleſſed portion 0 
holy Scripture, ever remembring that good ſaying 0 
Davids Plalm 1 19. 105. Thy wordis a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path. 

Fourthly and laſtly, when you riſe from your knees, 
and ceaſe the at of prayer, then humbly in faith ex- 
pet and wait for the rerwr» of prayer ; do not ina for- 
mal manner run over a formal prayer, remembring 
whac you liave prayed for no longer than "ys inth 
| ervice 
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ſervice; 1t ir good for a 2an both to hope and alſo quietly 
wait for Gods ſalvation; many it is certainly evident mils 
the end of their prayers, becauſe they do not hope and 
wait with inward thirſt for a return, David was mnch 
of a contrary frame, Ay /oul waiteth for the Lord moye 
than they that watch for the morning, I ſay more thay 
they that watch for the morning. Let us be at no reſt 
ſhore of chis frame, P/a/. 130.6. | 


| CHAP. VIIL 
Shewing ths great Decay to Chriſtianity, when mindleſs 
ro reading in the holy Scyiptares ; with ſix Calamities 
very obſervable, which Scriptare ignorance brings : 
ſhewing alſo the bleſſed priviledges of thoſe that - have 
the Scripture, with a confutation of that Atheiſtical 


ſtyle that the people called Duakerss put upon them. 


SIGN VIII. 


Hep reading the holy Scriptures is more 
y \ burthenſome than delightful. 

When Iſrael wis pleaſed to chooſe them a King, 
God is pleaſed to ſet him his work, leſt they loſe their 
end, and God loſe his honour, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when he ſhall fit npen the 
T hrone of his Kingdom, that he ſhall write him a Copy of 
Gods Law in a Bock, and it ſhall be with him, and he © 
ſhall read therein all the dayes of his life , that he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God, that his heart be not lifted 
#p above kis brethren. In like manner when 7oſhna 
enters upon the Government, he hath this charge from 
God, that the Book of the Law ſhould not depart 
out of his mouth , but he muſt meditate therein day 
and night, that he mighe obſerve to do according to 
all thar's written, then ſhould he make his way proſpe- 


rous, and have good ſucceſs, And when King David 
declares 
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declares who is the bleſſed man, He is one that delights 
in the Law of the Lord, making it his meditation day 
and night. This premiſed, diſcovers moſt precious 
worth attainable throngh Scripture reading , and if 
need were might call for a multitude more witneſles, 
both from Scripture and Experience : But it being not 
ſo much my proper work to aſſert Scripture Excellen- 
cy; as to ſhew and prove that Chriſtan to be dying 
to Chriſt, that is not delightful ly taken up with read- 
ing Gods Word, I ſhall therefore proceed in a plain 
method. | 

Thus, where delight to reading grows low , there 
negligence to reading mult needs grow high , there 
decay grows great, and ſuch mult decline in their ſpi- 
ritual eſtate , this negligence bringing with it much 
1Snorance, and fo covers the eyes and hearts of ſuch 
as with a veil, ſoas that they cannot ſo fee as the 
ſpiritual growing man ſees, Gods Precepts how they 
command kim, Gods Promiſes how they uphold him, 
Gods threatnings how awiully they perſwade him , 
the Scripture b2ing his Treaſury or Storehouſe, trom 
whence he is made able chrough the ſpirits help to 
withſtand the fiery darts of the wicked one, ſaying 
after Chriſt Jeſus his Captain, thus and thas it is writ- 
£7, Itis evident to the meaneſt capacity, that doth 
but confider, how great incapacity all ſuch muſt needs 
bein, to underitand. and refit the manifold rempta- 
tions and wiles of the evil one, except they be well 
acquainted wich Gods holy Word, that hath in itar- 
mour for the whole man, with dire&ions how to pur 
1 0n ; Igsnorance therefore here mult make fore deſo. 
lation, and bring as I humbly conceive upon perſons; 
theſe fix i_alamities. 
_ Firſt, Tt makes you in a wilderneſs when fickneſs 
apd afliftion comes, becauſe yqu will not know how 


and 
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and why they come. Sickneſs and AfMiRtion are of two 
forts inward and outward , inward are ſuch as ſeize 
upon the mind , as a judgment cauſed by the perions 
upon whom they come, 1/a.6 9, 10. Ana he ſaia, go 
and tell this people, h:ar ye indeed but mnd-rjtand not ; 
fee ye inared, but perceive not, make the heart of this peo= 
ple fat, and make their ears heavy, and ſhit their eyes, 
leſt they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their cars, and 
undertand with their heart, and convert and be healed, 
So Rom.1.21.28 Becauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were they thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, aud their fooliſh heart 
was aarkaed : And even as they did nit like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a repro= 
bate mind, to d) thoſe things which are not convenient, 
Fer this cauſe God ſnall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that 
they ſhonld believe a lie, that they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighte+ 
onſneſs Now ſuch ſore judgments as theſe are come 
upon and procured by many, who turn the grace of 
God into wantonneſs, profeſling ro be moſt fpiricual, 
live as the almoſt moſt carnal, lictle minding (becauſe 
greatly ignorant ).of thoſe ſpiritual cauſes rhey may 
run into, to the bringing upon themſelves ſuch ſpirt- 
cual judgments or fickneſſes and aMiRions as thele. 
And indeed how comes it to paſs, that ſuch afflictiy 
ons are not feared, before they come to the provok- 
ing ſuch to walk ſo as they may prevent their coming, 
bur ignorance of the Scripture? they not converling 
often with chem, to the well informing chemlelves, 
what judgments may come on their minds, and; what 
are the Cauſes God afligns of their coming , ſo as to 
be in trembling and dread continually, to the Keeping 
themſelves out of that channel, where ſuch bitter wa- 
ters run, \\ 
E 4 
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Again, there are outward fickneſles and afflictions, 
and they are ſuch as theſe, Dexr. 28, 58, 59, 60. If 
thou wilt not obſerve to do all the words of this Law, that 
are written in this Beok,, that thou maiſt fear this glori 
048 and fearful Name, the Lord thy God; Then the Lord 
will make thy plagues wonderful, and the p!/agnes of thy 
ſeed, even great plagues, and of long continuance , fore, 
feckneſſes and of long continuance : Moreover he will bring 
apon thee all the aiſeaſes of Egypt , which thou waſt a- 
frazd of, and they ſhall cleave unto thee, Levit,26.15,16. 
1f ye ſnall deſpiſe my ſtatutes, and if your ſonl ſhall abhor 
my judgments, that- you will not do them, bat that you 
break my Covenant , T1 alſo will do this to you, I will e- 
ven appoint over you Terror, Conſumption, and the burn- 
ing Agur, that ſhall conſume their eyes, and cauſe ſorrow 
of heart ;, and ye ſhall ſow your ſeed in vain, for your E- 
memies ſhall eat it. But 1 ſhall ſpeak fully ro the Cau- 
ſes of Affiction in the twenty ſecond Sign, and there- 
fore proceed no further here, but come to the fecond 
Calamity, that Scripture ignorance brings, 

Secondly, that your uneven walking with God may 
bring upon your ſelves death before its time, This 
Particular is proved thus; Long lite promiſed to the 
obedient, Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy Father and thy 
MAother, that thy dayes may be long in the land, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Allo Deurt, 32. 46. 47. 
Set your hearts to all the words which ] teſtific aming you 
this day, and command them your Children , for it 1s not 
in vain, becanſe that through this thing, (mark that) 
Je ſhall prolong your dayes in the land, whither ye go over 
znto.Fordan to poſſeſs it. This is alſo provzd by the con- 
trary, which comes upon the difobedient, Dent. 11, 
16, 17. Take heed to your ſelves, that your heart be not 
-dererved, and ye turn aſide and ſerve other Gods, and 


then the Lords wrath be kjndled againſt you, and ye pe- 
J riſt 
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viſh quickly from off the good land, which the Lord giveth 
pang ay; F I 4 B _ ſhall not be well with the wick- 
ed , neither ſhall he prolong his dayes, which are 4s a ſha- 
dow, becanſe he feareth not before God. So Chap. 7.17. 
Be not over much Wicked, neither be thox fooliſh, why 
ſhouldeft thou die before thy time ? 

Thirdly, by means of Scripture Ignorance you can- 
not know to ask in faich the things you want for ſoul 
or body, thatis, you will not know where to be ab- 
ſolute or politive in your asking, and where to be ſub- 
miſſive and conditional in your asking : Now the Scrip- 
ture gives directions as to the putting up petitions to 
God, and men may eaſily erre by not obſerving them, 
Gen.32.26. And he ſaid (to wit the Angel) Let me go for 
the day breaketh, and he anſwered , (to wit Jacob) 7 

will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. So Exod. 32. 
12. Wherefore foruld the Egyptians ſay , for miſchief 
did he bring them out to ſlay them in the Mountains, 
and to conſume them from the face of the earth, Turn 
from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil againſt thy 
people. So Adts 12, 5. Peter therefore was kept in priſon, 
but prayer Was made without ceaſing unto God for him, 

By theſe Scriptures we may obſerve, that to be 
conditional or indifferent in our asking, when God 
may bediſhonoured by denying, is not good ; there- 
fore in this caſe , may a man coming in Gods way, 
be bold to ask pardon of his f1ns, peace to his conſci- 
ence, power over his corruptions without condition : 
in ſuch caſe, gracious and humble reſolutions to have 

- no denial, greatly liked God, and ſuits with his will, 
Tſa 62.6,7. I have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O 
fernſalem , which ſtall never hold their peace day nor 
night , you that make mention of the Loyd, keep not ſilence 
till he eftabliſh and make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
But obſerve, inall caſes Petitions putting up, mult -_ 
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thus be framed, As 21.14. And when he would not be 
perſwaded , we ceaſed , ſaying, the will of the Lord be 
dons. SO Rom. 1.9, 10. For God is my Witneſs, whom 
T ſerve with my ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son, that With- 
out ceaſing T make mention alwayes of you in my prayers , 
making requeſt, if by any means 1 might noW at length 
have a proſperous journey, by the Will of God, (mark that) 
to come t0 yon. SO Jam. 4.15. For that ye ought to ſay, if the 
L5:d will, we ſhall live and do this or that : I ſhall leave 
chis to conſideration, and proceed to the 4 Calamity, 

Fourthly, Negligence to Reading will make you ig- 
norant wherein you may prevent the preſence and 
comforts of Gods holy ſpir:t; that is, char God may 
either take away his Spirit trom {triving with you, or 
you away fror his Spirit, /Zy ſpirit ſhall not alwayes 
{#rive, Gen. 6.3. I Sam. 16. 14. But the ſpirit of the 
Lord departed from Saul , and an evil ſpirit from the 
Lord troubled him. Plal. 5 1.7. Take not thy holy ſpirit 
from me. Neh. 9 30. Yet many years didft thou for- 
bear them , ana teſtifiedſt againſt them by thy ſpirit in 
thy Prophets. yet would they not give ear ; Therefore 
gaveſt thou them into the hanas of the people of the Land : 
Bat thiy rebelled and vexed his hily ſpirit ; therefore 
was he turned to be their enemy, and fought againſt them. 
By theſe Scriptures we may fee, that the holy Spirits 
company may be put away irom us through ungraci- 
ous walking. 

Fifthly , Negligence in Scripture will make you ig- 
norant, that there 1s a Legion of evil Angels watting 
hourly to take advantage againſt you; no ſooner in 
the Text but now mentioned, had the good Spirit lefc 
Sanl, but anevil Spirit comes upon him, 2 Chron 18, 
19, 20, 21. And the Lord ſaid wha ſhall intice Ahab ? 
preſently there came out a Sp.rit and ſaid, 1 will intice 


bin, and be a lying Spirit in the month of all his Pros 
ob. 


Signs of a Dying.or Decaying Chriſtian, 57 
Job, 1. 6. T here was a day when the Sons of God came 
zo preſent themſelves before the Lora, and Satan came 
alſo among them ; and lo ſoon as Foſhua 1s ftarding be- 
fore the Angel of God, Satan is got at his right hand to 
refiſt him. Now ignorance that there is a Legion, or 
very many evil Spirits waiting all advantages and op- 
portunittes to do us hurt, occa{ions many to be ſecure 
where and when they have no cauſe, and ſo their 
feet come tobe inſnared in by-paths rotheir ſhame, 
and forrow, let us therefore be ſo ſtudious in Scrip- 
ture, as to ſay in truth with the holy Apoltle, 2 Cor. 
2, 10, I1. To Whom ye forgive any thing, 1 forgive al- 
ſo, leſt Satan ſhruld get an advantage of us, for we are 
not ignorant of his devices. : Clearly noting, how care- 
ful -chis good man was to keep the temprer at greateſt 
diſtance, while perſons are nor ſenſible chat they are 
continually attended with wicked Spirits, that ſeek to 
eninire them, by drawings them aſide from God, they 
ſhall be the oftner captivaced, and ſo in their ſpiritual 
eſtate in great danger to be ſpoiled ; 1/hen the unclean 
Spirit T) gone Cut of 4 man, he walketh through arie pla- 
ces, ſechin? reſt, avid findeth none ; then be returns to his 
baſe, | or heart ] froms whence he came out, and finging 
it empty, [wept , that is, deltirute of the good Spirits 
company , then ooeth he and takes with him ſeven more 
wicked Spirits than himſelf , and enters in, and dwells 
there, Mat. 12.43,44, Hence it is clear that evil Spi- 
rits both wait advantages, and take them where they 
find ſuit»ble ſubje&s to be gaining upon. Bur I pals 
this, and come to thelaſt Calamity which negligence 
brings, : 
Sixthly, It.makes you ignorant that you may hin- 
der Gods holy Spirit from working any effeual good 
upon you. This may poſlily ſeem {trange to ſome, 
thatthe good purpoſes of Gods good Spirit upon any 
may 
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may be by them hindered ; bur 1f it be conſidered 
well, it need not be ſtrange, for if the yrorkings of the 
holy Spiric were unreſiſtable, then few if apy con!d be 
ungodly ; it ſtrove much with the old World, and yer . 
they were not worthy to be ſaved from the Deluge, - 
and ſtriving need noc be where there can be no rehfiſt- 
ing. Again the holy Spiric was much grieved with 
1/raels ſtubbornnes, teſtifying againſt them many years, 
Neh. g. yet would they not give year; how could it 
be ſaid che Spirit grieved at cheir wichſtanding, if they 
could not withſtand ? T wrx ye at my reproof, and I will 
pour out my Spirit upon you, and make known my 
words unto you ; but ye have ſet at nonght all my conn- 
fel, and would none of my reproof : In all their affiition 
he was affiified, andthe Angel of his preſence ſaved them, 
but they rebelled and wexed his holy Spirit ; therefore 
(mark that) he was turned to be their enemy. Now if 
the workings and ſtrivings of the holy Spirit, were }. 
unrefiſtable, certaicly 7ſ-ae! with whom it ſo ſtrove, 
being ſo bemoaned of God for their rebellion , nei- 
cher could nor would have ſo withſtood him. How 
ſhall I give thee np O Ephraim ? How ſhall I deliver thee 
O Iſrael? how ſhall I make thee as Adama or Zeboim ? 
my heart is bot within me, my repentings are kinaled toge- 
ther : Would it not be blaſphemy co ſay, that Gods 
thus bemoaning was notreal? it isalcogether certain, 
- 6-908 very heart of Gudis ſer outin theſe expreſ. 
10Ns. 

But before I conclude this Sign, I ſhall, God aſliſt- 
ng, take libercy to ſpeak a little to the bleſſed privi- 
ledge of ſuch as have the Holy Scripture, and how 
good it is they knew the worth of this Priviledge ; 
fora Jewel is not valued by the ignorant at its worth , 
though there be great and real worth in the Scrip- 


tures, yet to the depraved underſtanding they are = 
ed; 
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ed : And what Nation js ſo great (faith good Xoſes) 
that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous as all 
this Law which I ſer before you this day. The holy 
Scriptures, ſairh a good man, are the Inditement of 
the Holy Ghoſt, full of infinite wiſdom and eloquence, 
containing in them the very heart of God; They are 
the Saints Counſellors and Comforters in the Houſe 
of their Pilgrimage : Therefore it is not only our 
duty ro read them, bur our great Priviledge and un- 
ſpeakable happineſs that we have them to read. Better 
faith one want the Light of the Sn than the /ighr of 
the holy Scriptures. Who ever told the world that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt died for ſinners, yea the worſt of 
ungodly ones but the Scriptures, It is not that ſome 
fondly fancy of a light within, that ever did or could ' 
lead, to the certain belief, that there was one Jeſus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God , mighty in word 
and deed, taken by wicked hands and ſlain, or made 
an offering for ſin. The Loyd hath laid upon him the 
iniquity of #s all. As one worthily hath ſ4id you have 
in the Scripture matter for every condition, there is 
healing for the wounded , wiſdom for the fooliſh , 
ſtrength for the weak, ſight for the blind, feet for the 
lame, yea help in all conditions for the helpleſs 2 In 
a word, there-is Phyſick to be had for the diſeaſed 
ſoul, and a Cordial for the fainting ſoul , Had not thy 
Law been my Counſellor, I had then periſhed in my affli- 
Fon, howp ſweet are thy words to my taſte , yea ſweeter 
than honey tomy month, more to be deſired are they than 
gold, yea than much fine gold. Moreover by them is thy 
ſervant warned, and in keepmg thereof is great reward, 


- Pſa. 19. 10. 119. 72, 103. Now this will moſt evi. 


dently appear to be a bleſſed priviledge, if we do bur 

conſider the conſequence of Scripture Ignorance , =_- 

people are deſtrojed fer want of knowledge , ye erre (faith * 
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our Lord Jeſus) nor knowing the Scriptures. Under- 
andeſt thou what thou readeſt, Search the Scriptures 
for in them ye think to have eternal life, and they are they 
that teſtifie of me. And he opened their anderitandings, 
chat chey might underſtand the Scriprares, We have 
a bleſſed Story in the 11. of A#s 24. 28, of a certain 
Jew named Apetos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent 
man and mighty in- the Scriprtares , for he mightily 
convinced the Jews , and char publickly ſhewing by 
the Scriptures, that Jeſus was the Chriſt , ſo that the 
holy Apolitle Sc. Paw! faith, for whatſoever things were 
written aforetimes were written for -our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope. The like Teſtimony we have in T5- 
mothy, the ſecond Epiitle, and the third Chapter, and 
the 16, and che 17 verſes : All Scriptare 5 given by the 
inſpiration of God , and is profitable for doctrine , 
for reproof, for correQion, for inſtruicn in righite- 
ouſneſs : Wherefore is the Scripture thus given, (ark 
if warily) to this great end, that the man of God 
may be pzrfe&, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
works. ' his eſteem hid good ob, and good David 
of the Scriptures, they were more to them than their 
neceſiry food yea, than thou{ands of gold and ſilver ; 
theretore bleſſed is he that readeth and underſtandeth 
the ſayings of this b/:ſed book. How may this ſharply 
rebuke that Atheiftical Spirit riſen in our dayes, that 
puts ſuch an. undervaluing ſtyle upon the holy Scrip- 
twres, calling upon perſons to go to the light within 
for li;z, and celling chem he is not here (meaning in 
the Scriptures) bur is rifen, that's a dead letter, thus 
undermining or pouring contempt upon the higheſt 
Bl:fſinz and Priviledge that ever the world had on 
this fide che Lord of Life. Burt ar che ſame time put 
a high value upon their own Atheiſtical Pamphlecs 7 
| | Do 


{5 4 2 1 


_—_— Signs of a Dying or Decaying chriſtian. &6t 


D6 but read the Titles they give the one. and the Title 
they give the other , what is the Holy Scripture, a 
A DEADLETTER, that is its name; A three 
and fixpenny piece : What are their Pamphlers names, 
LOVE TO THE LOST, or a hand held forth 
to the helpleſs. The Ancient. of dayes is come. The 
meaſuring Reed of the Lerd : The Aorning watch : 
Seven T hunders uttering their voices : A Meſſage ſent 
forth from the riſen ſeed of God : The new Creation 


brought forth : Beams of eternal brightneſs : The Trum- . 


pet of the Lord ſonnding forth : T he Braſen Serpent lifted 
np : A Salutation from the breathings of life : A tens 
der Viſitation of the Fathers loveto all the ele& Chi 
dren : Atrue light ſhining in E-2land : The everlatt 
ing Rule born witneſs unto : The Banner of love; The 
ſcattered Sheep ſought after : Joyful tydings ro the 
begotten of Godin all ; The everlaſting Goſpel of Re» 
pentance and remiflion of fins held forth ; A dore 0- 
pened to the impriſoned ſeedin the World ; A gene- 
ral Epiltle to the Aſſembly of the Firſt born; The 
true and everlaſting Rule, &c. 


CHAP. 1X 
Shewing that an itching ear in Chriſtians after Novelties, 
beſpeaks them decaying to godlineſs,, with four Reme= 


dies againſt it. 
SIGN IX. | 

Hen you are mighty inquiſitive after 

Novelties, or new things, rather than 

wholſome Do@Frine. 

This Sign is coo too common amongſt Profeſſors, 
and commonly ariſeth from ſome diſlike that they 
taxe, becauſe things go not juſt as they will have 
them, after che light of their own eyes, ſuch'may 

| | know 
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| know themſelves, or at leaſt be known by their in. 
ſtabilicy or running. from one thing to another , 'as Fo- 
lomon ſaith , given to change, no longer contented 
chan while they are proſecuting ſome norion or other, 
that hath in it the face of new, and if with their no- | 
tion they prove ro be accepted, then perhaps quiered 
for a while, till ſome other new conceit take them ; 
but if not accepted; then chey ſwell ſo big, that the 
bounds of the Church are too ſtrait to hold chem, And 
ſure from hence hath riſen the multitude of dividings 
in opinion, that now are on foot in our Land, men ' 
growing confidently conceited that they are in the 
righe, and no reaſon ſhall ſway them , bur if their 
offer be rejeRed, then preſently they make a ſchiſm, 
and fo ſtriving to get a party, cryingout of great in- 
juſtice, as though cruth were onely in them, and with- | 
ttood becauſe their Notion is withſtood, All this 
while che great end of Church being, and Ordinances 
appointing (to wit edification) not ſo much as thought 
of, bur forgetting that bleſſed rule of Chriſt Jeſus beſt 
followers (who became all things to all men that they 
might gain the more) drive on furiouſly, and come 
what will come in the iſſue, all muſt preſently be as 
they ſee,or elſe chey will be gone, whereas God knows 
if they were narrowly looked into; they would be 
found of the ſimple that are apt to believe every word, 
while the prudent looks well to his goings, not haſty 
to receive, nor haſty to torgo what he hath already 
received, ®. h 
\ By chis I would not be underſtood to palliate men, 
who count others giddy-headed for leaving an old 
Romiſh form, when by God they are otherwiſe per- 
ſwaded, light breaking .in, and truth being made ma- 
nifeſt; but rather indeed would by this pive.ſuch co 


underſtand, that the drift of whatis here poineyy at, 
hat 
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hath reſpe&t to ſuch as in a right conſticuted Church "* 
annot be contented ; not in the leaſt encouraging a- * 
ny others to be contented with falſe ſettlement, 19gno- 
antly concluding, that if they change , it will be to ' 
omething new and not true. Men may change, bur 
£ muſt be for the better , yer how apt are perſons to 
he affeRed with changes, that chey will change though 
t be for the worſt : At ſuch ſort of people my drift is, it 
deing an evil that the Scripture is not wanting to tell 
us of, Exe. 32.in thebeginning, while Moſes is bat 
abſent for a while from Jſrael, they cry to Aaron to make 
them new Gods, ſaying, that theſe be thy Gods O Iſrael : 
in like manner, as you may read in N26. 11. 6, com- 
pared with 21. 5. Gods own appointment that once 
Fas welcome to them, now they loath it, while it re- 
mains the ſame from Gods own continued inſtitution; 
yet they were a weary of it, calling ir light bread + 
An unſettled people taken with new chings beciufe 
new, and a weary of this though true bread. The Au- 
thor to the Hebrews, chap. 13.8, g ſeems to rebuke 
ſuch a ſpirit as this, Zeſus Chriſt, the ſame y:fterday, to 
day, and for ever ,, Be not carried away with divers and 
frange Doftrines : clearly noting, that chey were rea- 
dy to bearken afrer ſomething or other that would 
have tended to their ſubverting, That we henceforth 
be no more Children teſſed too and fro, and carried aboitt 
With every wind of difFrine, (note that) by the ſlight of 
men , and cunning craftineſs , whereby they lie 1 wait 
$0 deceive; but growing uÞ into him in all things, which 
3s the bead even Chriſt. ' All which premiſed beſpeaks 
Profeſſors care to be how they my ltand anmoveable, 
abiding, and abonnding in the way of th: Lord, and not 
to be ſoon moved in their minds from heir landing, 
decauſe of ſome new ſpirit that ſeems to proffer it 
{lf, 
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As a belp therefore againſt this decay, I would | 
Humbly offer three or four direRions, and ſo conclude 
this Sign. 

That you would pray often for Gods leading before 
you take upon his Profeilion ; Religion is a holy tye or * 
Land-mark,a ſetting bounds to a mans wayes, ſquaring 
them by, and ordering them according to the written 
Word of God : Take away the Scriptures, and you 
take away Religions viſible Rule : When the que- 
ſtion was propounded by what means may a young 
man cleanſe his way, it was anſwered in the fame 
ſpirit, By taking heed thereto according to thy 
Word, As many as walk according to this Rule peace 
be on them : Jt is a bleſſed Antidote againſt that : 
ſpirit of diſtra&tion that attends miny ia being ſo 
curious and inquiſitive after Novelties (that they 
run hither and chither like Noahs Dove, reſting no 
where) to pray often that God would ſettle and {ta- 
bliſh them in his truch ; when God leads the Soul af. 
ter himſelf, he openeth the anderſtanding, and greatens 
the delire after the good things to come, and tnis 
lefſens the delire after thoſe fading good things preſent, | 


that our hearts may be (tabliſhed with grace, and nor 


with meat, that is, with the valuable worth ot what is 
durable, and not co be rcaken up with what at its beſt 
itate is alcogether vauiry, O Chriſtians ! be often 
therefore upon your knees with God, that he would or- 
der your ſteps according to his word , make good 
David your Pattern for this, P/al. 119 34. Give me 
underſtanding, and I ſhall keepthy Law, yea, I ſhall ob- 
ferve it wth my whole heart. 

2, As well hear and duly conſider what can be ſaid 
2gain't what you are about to receive, as what can be 
faid forir. This will but tend to your frengthening 
13 WAX i5 truth ; Our Age is an inquiſitive Age; 


many Þ 
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many run toandfro, that knowledge is encreaſt and 
in' the mouth of Babes : God doth ordain praiſe, 
therefore the World is now nearer to its end, and $a- 
thans malice growing more as his time groweth ſhorter; 
ſo that now he doth transform himſelf into an Angel 
of light, and hath his Agents at work, to cauſe, if poſ- 
ſible, many perſons to {tumble and fall by being too 
ſodainly taken with what comes in their way, that is, 
neither duely weighing for nor againſt , like our Pro- 
verb, Early ripe, andearly rotten, that is, taken with a 
new thing, becauſe new, without pondering how tar 
crue; ifa man fall in truths way , and cloſe there, it 
doth not commend the noblenefs of his wiſdom , 
though truth be taken, if he tell in with it npon roo 
;gnoble tearms, What makes ſo many in our dayes 
ful the Apoſtles words, Gal. 1,6. 7 marvel that yow 
are fo ſoon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Chriſt to another Goſpel. What is the matter? 
Did you not fully conſider what a valuable truch you 
at firſt made your choice? When any one heareth the 
word of the Kingdom , and anderſtandeth it not, that 
is in the extent, or to its worth, ſeeth nor that Jewel 
nit that would make any finner /e/ all for its price ; 
ſuch are quickly offended, and ſo ſoon turned alide , 
and yet atthe firſt heard the word, and with joy re- 
ceived it; but rain deſcended, floods came, and the 
winds of perſecution blew upon them, ſo thatby and 
by, or in a ſhort ſpice they are offended , and turn 
alide : Now the Spirics counlel is expreſs that we prove 
all things , and then hold faff that which is g00d. He 
that goes to build, and conſiders not the coſt, whether 
he have ſufficient to finiſh, may meer wich chat Goſpel 


' Proverb : This man began to build, bur wasnot able 


to finiſh; this makes ſo many too early eſpouſed in a 
martiage tye turn extravagant ; they conſider not the 
F 2 charge 
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charge of a Family, the loſs of children, the coſt of 


ſicknefle, the thouſands of neceſſities that a domeſtick . 
Rate would call for beyond a finple life : Thus the 


burden grows too heavy, being not from forewarn'd 


fore-arm'd, whilſt he that tried all things conſidered 
the colt, counted up beforehand what hath hapned, had 
made ic his free choice, takes up his croſs, like the 
good Mother quickly reconciled with a morning ſmile 
from ber dear Babe, as a ſufficient compenſation for 
the laſt nights roy]. 

3. Be careful that you be able to warrant every 
principle of your praQtice, at leaſt by two or more 
Texts of Scriptyre. Let (faith the holy Apoſile Pawl) 
the word of God dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admoniſhing one another, Experience may be cloud- ! 
ed, Conſcience may be ſeared, Heart may be hardened, *' 
underſtanding blinded ; bur till the Law is light, the 
Wordof God abideth for ever. -Our bleſſed Lord that 
wanted not other arguments to damp the Tempter, 
beſides the Scriptures, yet becauſe that is a ſure 
and infallible teſtimony , he flyes thither for wea- 
pons to encounter Satan withall,ſtill replying, 7t 3s writ- | 
ren, it is Written, it is written, Matt. 4.. 4-7. 10. the 4 
ſime reply to three great and ſeyeral temptations plain= 
ly teaching this to Chriſtians, as the ſureſt rule in the 
hour of temptation to fly unto. For this cauſe the 
holy Scriptures are rightly ſtil'd the Spirits Sword, - 
Eph. 6. 17. and take the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the 
word of God. When the Diſciples hearts were heavy, 
and filled with ſorrow about Chriſts Paſſion, how 
doth he ſeek to comfort and ſtrengthen them , (but 
wiih this Cordial) thas it is written, and thus it vehoved 
* Chrift to ſuffer and to riſe again the third day. 1n like 
manner, when our Lord was betrayed, and could have 


cuifcd to bis help more than twelve Legions of Ange's 
(that 
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(that is 6000 foot and 600 borle after the Roman Ac- 
count) a ſtrength much more than they chat took hm , 
} to have reſcued him , preſently cakes ſanRuary here, 
HMat.26. 54. But how then muſt the Scriptures be ful- 
fled, chat thus ir muſt be. Oblefled Pattern to write 
by in all things thus to ſay ; thus faith the word of 
he Lord, this Scripture tells me, that I am a greit 
' finner, one of the worſt of ſinners, andihat except I 
repent I ſhall periſh for ever. Iris the word 0: God 
that calls me to believe on the Son of God, in whom 
js the life of the World , and he thatbelieveth andis 
baptized ſhall be ſaved : It is the Word of God rells 
me, fraitis the gate, and narrow is the way thit lead- 
eth unto life, and he that doth not take up his Crufs 
and follow Chriſt , cannot be his Diſciple, it is this 
Word commands me not onely toloye God and my 
Brother, but to love my enemies that do me hurt, and 
though this go greatly againſt,the grain of my ſpirir, 
to do pood to them that doeevil ro me, to give him 
bread 1n his ſirair, that denied me bread in my ſtrait ; 
byt this muſt Ido that che Scriptures might be fulfilled : 
Bleſs them that curſe yon, pray for them that deſpitefully 
aſe you and perſecute you. Oh! this is a hard Leſſon 
were it not thus wricten; it is Gods Word, and it is 
God that makes it an eaſie Word to me : my proud 
heart neyer would nor could ſtoopto this , did not his 
blefled Word command me ſo. Thus Chriſtians in all 
your ſervices let the Word of God go before you, let 
IT be your Pillir of Cloud by day, and your Pillar of 
Fire by night, Namb..9. 22. when the Cloud reſted 
Iſrael reſted, whether it were two dayes, a moneth, 
- or a yea”, that the Cloud carried upon the Taberna- 
cle, the Childrea of Iſracl abode in their Tents and 
ned not, but when it was taken up they journied, 
Fh's will make you like the good Builder that digged 
Fi deep, 


»4 
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deep , and Jaid his Foundation upon a Rock, fo the 
rain, wind, and the flouds came, and beat upon this 
Houſe, bur it fe!! not, becauſe it was founded upon the 
Ford of od 

Fourtbly and laſtly, Would you be delivered from 
this dying {1gn of being mighty inquiſitive after new 
things rather chan wholſome doQtrine, then labour as 
far as you are know?rs to be deeys. Neglipence here® 
provoketh God to ſuffer a Spirirof error and deep fleep 
ro fall upon many : 1o know is a bleſſing, if accom- 
panied with the end wherefore knowledge was given; 
namely ro doe, but is a wee when alone, If you know 
theſe things happy are je if ye do them. Now1 know that 
thou loveſt me, before this tryal thou calledſt me 
Lord God Almighty, a and gavelt me good words, and 
faidft I ſhould be thy God. and thou wouldeſt love 
me, and fear me , but now I know that thou feare!} 
me, thon haſt given a large proof of 1t in this, that 
thou haſt not wichheld*thy Son, thy only Son 7/azc, 
whom thou lovelt, from me, but didſt at my word 
take the Lad, the Son of the Promiſe and* of thy 
great aff2Gion, and liidit him upon the Altar, 
and didſ{t rerch forth thine hand , and rookeſt the 
knife to ſlay him for an off:ring to the Lord, This is 
not onely the {afeft wav to increaſe in knowledge, but 
it is 2 ſure way to have knowledge ſanRified, then 
doth God bleſs our lirtle talent of Knowledoe with in- 
creaſe, and with comfort, when we put that r little into 
pr-ctiſe. It you know that thz tate of ſuch and ſuch 
of Gods Children are thirſty, na%;4, ſich, and in priſon, 
and be as #«concern:d for them as was Irael of old for 
cheir Brethren in Cap tivity, it wiil bring upon you the 
like woe. Woe faith tie Spirit to chem that are at 
eaſe in Sic, Amos 6G that drink wine in Bi tia bind 
anoint themſelves vita chief ointment, but are not 
Srieve 
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orieved for the afflictions of Foſeph : Such ſhall goe 
captive with the firſt chart goe captive, chey ſhall be, 
when God begins to reckon as ſingular in the puniſh. 
ment, as they were in the {in. Oh that this may be of 
uſe to all, thus far, that they would cry after knowledg, 
and lift up their voice for underſtanding; but withal 
to remember the b'eſfing is not here ; This work is 
imperfet , and will not profic till its fellow be added 
toit, Fam.1-25. But who ſo looketh into the perfett Law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forget(ul 
hearer bnt a aver of the work, (mark that) this man ſhall 
be bleſt in his deed. Conſider what you read, and the 
bleſfing of God goe along with it, Amen. 


CHAR 3 
Proving us dying to Chriſt, when others ſinnings are net 
our ſorrowings ; with two Remedies againſt this De- 


Cay. 


SIGN X. 
"Hen yout can hear of foul miſcarriages 
in others, with little or no heart re- 


morſe. 

That is , When the knowledg of others ſinning 
proves not thy ſorrowing ; where the name and ho- 
nour of God lies near a heart, a deep wound muſt 
needs come at the tydings of miſcarriage, and by this 
moſt certainly may a growing or declining Chriſtian be 
read , and read himſelf if heeded ; for anſwerable to 
the ſpiritual ſenſe or feeling of things, will their be- 
haviour be. A man that is wounded in his body, is 
more or leſs aſtoniſhed at it, and amazed by ir, as he 
more or leſs retains his ſenſes , want whereof leſſens 
not the wound, it rather ſhews the danger of ſuch to 
be the greater : Three or four things conſidered muſt 
- needs declare, and prove ſuch Chriſtians not only dy- 
F 4 ing 
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ing but near det! By $ can hear of others ſinning, and 
by no means thayktſigmſelves toucht with ſorrowing, 

Firſt, the g ſhonour that ſin brings ro God, 
the ſin of no p@WMeaiſhonours God ſo much as the 
fin of Profeſſors.” Tow have 1 known of all the Families 
of the earth, therefare I wil. puniſh you for all your int- 
quities, Amos 3: 2." 

Secondly , the 'gftat reproach it brings upon the 
Goſpel; A man that*never profeſt any thing better 
than making.it- his Trade to ſin, though his eftate be 
miſerabl?, yet Ite profeſſes nor better ; but for ſuch as 
rake upon them the name or profeſlion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not depart from, or again turn to iniquity, pro- 
vokes the enemies of God to blaſpheme, 1 Sam. 
£23, 

' Thirdly, The lamentable miſery that ſuch bring 
upon themſelyes ; There is more hope of one thax 
never madeany profeſſion, the ſin of this is next toor 
to impoſlibiliry of redemption from final hardening, 7: 
had bees better they had never known the Way of truth, 
#han after depart from the holy commandment, 2.Pet,21. 
4. The evil world by fecing ſuch ſin, are not onely 
tempted to remain in their {inful ſtate, but to glory 
init, for they may think they do but fin, and ſzrve, 
and pleaſe themſelves; and if Profeſſors ſo do, why 
may not they 2 Thus the Devil ſecretly laughs at 
them, and openly gets advantage by them , Where- 
fore the fin of the young men was very great before the 
Lora, for meu abhorred the effering of the Loyd. Elies 
Sons that were in the Prieſt-hood are fingled out with 
marks of Gods diſpleaſure, as ſinners of a deep dye, 
infomuch that wan: of ſuitable indignation againſt 
them for their evil in their Father Ej, whoin other 
things was a good man, brings upon him that, that 
makes the ears of all 7/-az! that heard of it to tingle, 
| | I $419. 
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| 7 Sam. 2 3, 4+ What a plague was brought upon 
thoſe that did evil before the Lord in 2/oſes time ? 
twenty four thouſand Nlain till Phineas in his zeal to 
the Lord ſtood up and made an atronement, Numb. 
25. Itis without all queſtion, that che Nations round 
about, were as to the at more wicked and abomina- 
ble, as to the ſame and ſuch like wickedneſs ; yet we 
do not read of ſuch ſeverity in God coward them, as 
to thoſe his own people that had ſeen his miracles, and 
his wonders ; were it not that I feared the wrath of the 
enemie, leſt their adyerſaries ſhould behave them. 
ſelves ſtrangely, and ſay our hand is high, and the Lord 
hath not done this, I would ſcatter my people among 
the Nations, but for tempting the wicked to do more 
wickedly : Gods ſeverity ſhould be ſet out againſt his 
own people in bitter charaRters, this muſt needs ren- 
der ſuch very much dying tq Chriſt, that can hear of 
fou! miſcarriages in other Profeſſors, and not them- 
ſelves taken with horrour and aſtoniſhment, My 
bowels , my bowels, I am pained at my beart , becauſe 
thow haſt heard, Oh my ſoul in Feruſalem, the ſound 
f the Trumpet, the Alarm of War ;, ſet a mark, upon 
zbe fore-heads of the men that ſigh and weep for the abo-= 
minations that are done in the middefs thereof, Ezekiel 
9. 4. 1 will gather thew that are ſorrowful for the ſolemn 
aſſemblies, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it ts 
a burthen, Zeph. 3.18. Deth not the Scripture with 
one conſent deſcribe the growing and declining Chri- 
ſtian by this very mark? the one is ſorrowful, the 0- 
ther mourns not; it is reported there is fornication a- 
monglt you, 1 Cer,5- and you are puffed up, and have 
not rather mourned : clearly noting, that this was 
none of their vertues, but indeed an evident token of 
ſpiritual loſs in them, the contrary being ſo honoura- 
ble in Gods account, iz, a ſorrowful ſpirit at others 
| | miſdoings , 
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miſdoings plainly proving , that if a wanting a certain y 
charaQer of prear decay : I ſhall come now to-offer | 
briefly ſome Cauſes of this ſpiritual decay, and ſome - 
Remedies to remove or prevent it, and ſo conclude 
this Sign: | 

. Firlt , want of zeal, that burning ſhining Grace, 
which when accompanied with judgment, cannot bear | 
to ſee or hear of Miſcariages in others, without per- F 
ſonal horror; As ſoon as Moſes Camenigh the Camp, b- 
and ſaw theCalf, and daucing that was there, his anger 
waxed hot, and he took the Calf Which they had made, 
and burnt it withfire, ground it to powder, Exod. 32. 
So Phineas in his zeal to th:Lord, when he ſaw the 
evils that were committed in the C:mp, aroſe and 
ſlew both the man and the woman, and lo the plague 
was [taid, 

\ Bur ſecondly , wart of becoming love to others e- 
ternal welfare, is a cauſe of our not ſorrowing at their } 
ſinnings; that good man feremiah, chap. 13.17, If 
they will not hear, (but per{ilt in their evil way) his 
foul ſhall weep in ſecret places for their pride, See this 
alſo in Jeſus Chriſt , chat had ſuch love ro periſhing | 


7eruſalem, That when he was come near and beheld the 
City, he Wept over it, Luke 19. 41. | 

As Remedies againſt this decay; Firſt, confider 
whar a wide breach it makes in our ſpiritual ſtate, and 
wuither in a little time, it will bring us; Repent, or 
elſe I will coze unto thee quickly, and will fizht againſt 
them With the ſword of my month, Revel. 2. 19. 

Secondly, In order to removins this, do as men do 
that have a deſperate mortal diſeaſe rowing upon | 
them, if not ſpeedily remedied ; how will they go 
and run, pray and pay, leave no ſtone uncurned, no 
means un2ttempted ? 
_ Even in like forc muſt ſpiricual Giſcaſes be looked 
at 


Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 73 
at and laboured with. Good Nehemiah when he did 

but hear of the AMicions that his brethren for their 
ſin were brought into, it wounds his heart, chap. I. 4» 

And it came to paſs when 1 heard theſe words, that I ſat 

down and wept, and mourned and faſted certain dayes, 

and prayed before the God of heaven, Canſt thou, my 

Chriſtian Brother, hear of foul miſcarriages in others, 

wich little or no heart remorſe ? Art thou as it were 
unconcerned ; Doth not others ſinning prove thy 
wounding ; far trom thy heart is this conlideration ; 
How greatly is God diſhonoured , and the ſoul of this 
poor creature endangered and the Enemies of God 
encouraged ro continue in their impenitent e- 
{tare. 

Who that believeth in good earneſt that there is a 
ſtate where the worm ſhall never dic, and fire never go 
out, chat can behold any going towards this eſtate poſt 
haſte, as it were, and not be like minded to Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who when he was come. near poor Fernſalem, he 
beheld the City and wept over it, becauſe they knew not 
the ſad Calamity that was coming upoa them. Dath 
it not invite pitty to behold our friend crying out with 
bitter cries in a Feaver fir, or fit of the Stone or Collick, 
yea to bzhold him upon a Rack, broken with a Wheel, 
ſawn aſunder, drawn limb from limb with wild Hor- 
ſes, ſtarved to death with pining hanger, like the Ca- 
I1mity of 7ern/alem, where the hands of the pitiful "wo- 
Men took and boyled in a por their render Children, 
they were their meat in the day of Famine. Oh | how 
ghaſtly is this to think on, much moreto behold, who 
can refrain from bitter weeping to hear and behold 
ſuch dolefa! cries : but what is this to Hel, there is 
death in death, pain perpetually , it is not Hell onely 
becauſe the greateſt of miſery, and pain, and torment 
Cwellschere, bur becauſe it is for ever and ever, T0 
ore 
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fore in beholding or hearingof others miſcariages, we _ 


are to look upon them through that clear glaſs of a 
Goſpel-like ſpirit, that ſets every aRionin its own ſa» 
tion, and then it will tell us, to miſcarry ina matter 
of eternity is for nature intolerable, for duration etey- 
»al, and ſothe loſs irreparable : Ay bowels, my bowels, 
1 am paincd at my very heart , my heart maketh a noſe 
in me, I cannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, 
O my foxl, the ſound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War, 
Zer. 4 19. But I ſhall leave this alfo to conſideration, 
and paſs to the eleaventh Sign of decay in godlineſs. 


CHAP. AL 


Shewing that unſavonry talking among Chriſtians when 
they meet , proves them earthly minded , with three 
Canſes of this Decay , And twelve queſtions to be 
exked whin they meet together, 


SIGN XI. 


Hen in your comings together , your #- 


| ſual talk is not ſavoury and heavenly. 
Upon various occaſions Chriſtians meet rogether , 
ſometimes with thoſe that are wringiog their hands 
for ſorrow ; ſometimes with thoſe that are clapping 
(as it were) their hands for joy ; ſometimes at che 
Aﬀembly, ſometimes at one anothers dwellings : Now 
all comings together Miniſter occaſion of talking , 
and will greatly evidence where moſt is each others 
; Treaſure, it being natural for perſons when they meet, 
by their voice to expreſs what is the workings of their 
mind; And as the heart is more or leſs heaven-ward, 
ſo certainly will their talk bend more or leſs that way : 
Earthly-minded men when th:y meet, will be carry- 
ing on their trade, counting it matter of duty to pro- 
mote 
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mote whar lteth neareſt their hearts; ſo thoſe that 
decay to ſpiriruals, having begun to affe& themſelyes 
with new Lovers, and fo loling the ſenſe they once 
had to the beſt chings, maybe diſcerned now to have 
changed for the worlt, by their unſayoury and earih- 
ly talking, and how advantagiousall mectings are to 
the promoting (whatſoever 1s deſigned) none is able 
ro expreſs, but ſuch as experimentally make a view 
of it, well conſidering, T hat evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners; or leſſens a mans hold to the belt 
things, and when that precious time: in Chriſtians 
meeting together is ſo ſpent , that its rather ſpilt like 
water upon the ground, ſuch leaving no ſavour of 
gace behind them, mult needs argue, that they are 
alling, if not fallen from their firit love, beſides the 
diſhonour done to God : great hath been the wrong 
ſuch have done both themſelves and their adherents, 
in publick or private aſſembling. 

What more unpreparing the heart, and indiſpoling 
the affeRion to the ſpiritual worſhipping of God, 
than either beforehand being in a carnal ſleepy po- 
ſture, or elſe in ſuch unſeaſonable, if not worſe? ralk- 
ing (ome of their Farms, others of their Merchan- 
diſe,) nay perhaps backbiting and whiſperingly opening 
the infirmities of others, tothe ſowing prejudice in 
the hearts of thoſe, that through ignorance and 
weakneſs incline to hear them ; whereas on the con- 
trary, ſuch whoſe minds are alwayes carrying about 
with them the contemplatiog of Gods end, in giving 
opportunity after opportunity , put themſelves with 
trembling care into ſuch imployment (of till petting 
or doing good) as may obtain from their gracious God, 
the approbation of redeeming time : See that good 
Nehemiahs praRiſe for this, he no ſooner meets Ha- 
mani, (but what?) I acked concerning the fe\ps that had 


eſcaped, 
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eſcaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning 
Zeruſalem ; he is inquiring preſently, how it fared with 
the people of God, and Jeruſalem the City of David, 
and place of his Fathers Sepulcher , and ful near his 
heart their welfare lay , as appears by his hearty af- 
feRion and affliction at the evil tydings, Chap. 1. 4. 
And it came to paſs , when I heard theſe Words, that 1 
fate down and wept, and mourned certain dajes, and fa- 
fed and prayed before the Lord God of heaven. I ſhall 
add another Texr, and then proceed to the cauſes of 
this Decay, al. 3-16. T hen they that feared the Loyd 
ſpake often one ts another (but their talking was ſo ſayou- 
ry and fo heavenly) that the Lord hearkned and heard 
zr, (yea) and # book of remembrance was written before 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and thought upon 
his Name. 

In time of War, when the ſword cuts off by thou- 
ſands in a day, is there not great wringing of hands for 
ſorrow, when the report is come to our knowledge, 
that the mighty are fallen in the gate, ſuch a Father, 
ſuch a Husband, ſuch a Son, ſuch a Brother ? is not this 
our talk wherever we come? may not our trouble be 
read in every countenance, as good Nehemiahs was, 
when his heart was filled with ſorrow , his counte- 
nance was fo fad that it couid not be hid from the 
Kings : Had we rot a doleful inſtance of this in the 
time of Zoway's late Fire and Plague? were not thoſe 
doleful times the ſubjeR of all our talk, both to God 
and man? in all our aſſemblings together, what a ſtroke 
did it carry upon our hearts? How was our Pen em- 
ployed to ſend about this dreadful tydings , that fo 
famous a City ſhould 7 three dayes be brought down 
co the duit, and more than ſeaventy thonſand of its In- 
babitants carried as captives to their long howe ? Oh! 
the bircer cries in the Evening,” with which ſalute = 
Ai 
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ſill ſhut up our doors, Bring ont your dead, Bring ont 


Jour dead, whoſe hearts were not aftected then, whoſe 
jooks were not dejeted, whoſe tongues were not im=- 


- ployed when we met together, to be talking as in oe/s 


time, they were commanded to tell their Children, 
and their Children: commanded to tell their Children 
to another generation : That which the Palmer worm 
left hath the Locuſt eaten, that which the Locuſt lefe 
that hath the Canker-worm eaten, that which the 
Canker-worm hath left hath che Caterpillar eaten; thar 
which our Sword left did the Fire walte , and that 
which the Fire left did the P/age ſweep away, both 
perſons and ſubſtance alſo, Now theſe dreadful troaks 
being ſtroaks void of pitty, ſparing none, the old man 
or he that ſtooped with age, nor yer the man of full 
ſirength, nor yet the babe of dayes, itleft the other 
without Child, it left the little one without a other : 
From hence this became our talk whetherſoever we 
went, it was our burden and ſong at Feaſting or Fa- 
ſting, the beginning and cloſe of every Meeting, 

Oh! whats the matter Chriſtians when you meer, 
that your talk is ſo unſavoury, oggeſs ſavoury than this 
was in its day; is not your day much more a needful 
day, to have all irs meetings in all the ſpaces thereof 
filled with ſavoury and heavenly talking, where ever 
you £0, a Sword, a Plagne, a Fire, a Famine attends 
you, yea theſe in their perfeRion in their higheſt di- 
menſzon. No loſs like your loſs, if you mils the bleſſed 
end of aſſembling, and it be notaccompanied with fa- 
voury talking, of chat City you are or ſhould be always 
looking for. I ſhall cloſe this Sign with the Holy 
Ghoſts own words to the Epheian Church, Chap. 4. 
29. (when ye meet together) let no corrupt commu- 
nication proceed out of your mouths, but that which 
's g00d to the uſe of edifying, that it may Miniſter 
SCACE 


grace to the hearers, Ask not yourfriend or brother 
ot. his welfare in the common unſenſible cuitome that 
men generally do , but in asking,- ask with ſuch a de- 
portment, gracefulneſs, and gravity, that may preach 
the weight of heaven upon thy heart, and let your 
words be to this purpoſe; Ask him theſe twelve que- 
ions, as God ſhall help briefly, but ask themallin 
love. 1. Brother, are you alive for God? is your heart 
as warm now, you have been ſome years a Profeſſor, 
as it was in the day of your eſpouſals? 2. Whatis be- 
come of your Maſter fin? have you got the victory 0. 
ver it, doth it at all times, and in all conditions ſpeak. 
fainth? do you in truth mf hath that which once 
you did weſt love? 3, Hath the remembrance of 
Heaven and Hell a reverential preſence ſtill upon your 
heart? have you not loſt (are you ſure) that feeling 
of theſe two {tates you once had; for it is a very hard 
work to keep alive this frame, and very ,eafie to let it 
goe? 4. Is Cloſet prayer delightful to you ſtill? areyou 
raviſhc in ſecret Communion with 'God there ? doth 
our heart byrs within you whilſt you are talking with 
im? 5. Doth thg Croſs of Chriſt diſmay you yea 
or nay? howare $. ina time of Proſperity ? doth 
it much /ife you xp? how are. you ina time of Adver- 
Bt? doth it caſt you down much? doth not Chriſt 
Joke ſeem too heavy for you, can you cheartully ſay 
ſill, Lord, thy will be done, it is the Lord, fer bim 
do what ſeemeth him good? 6. Whatſenſe have you 
of your 41doxe eſtate out of Chrift ? do you ſtill feeling. 
ly remember what a wile filthy polluted ftate you were 
in, when he firſt ſer his /ove upon you? hath your 
ſoul, your unconverted eſtate ſtill in remembrance to 
felf-loathing, and is your ſoul ſtill humbled within you 
therefore, 7, Do you till believe you had been in 
Hell long ago, had you bad a'reward according to your 
: EET ob work, 
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work, and doth this thought live in you, ſo as to make 
you thaukfal for every thing, * ſtill in the worſt condi- 
tion, becauſe you fay, it is mercy it is not Worſe, itis of 
the Lords mercy we are notin he? 8, Doth the ſenſe 
of future good greaten in yourelteem ? haye you as 
higha value of heavenly things as you had ar your firſt 
Converſion? and doth eſtimation of earthly things grow 
daily lefs and leſs? 9, Is your Conſcience tender (till, 
and doth eyery little glance to dedlen{ion create figh- 
ing there, cannot conſcience charge you (are you ſure) 
with the living in the emi of any known dxty, or 
commiſſion of any known ſin ? let me inloye beſeech you 
ſearch narrowly here. 10. Is your love to our Lord 
Zeſ, his Ordinances, and People, as much or more 
as it was in your eſpouſal dayes, or is it /e/5 ? be ſure 
you be faithful ro your own ſoul in this. 11. Is the 
great Lord God Almighty ſet before you all the day 
long? are your apprehenſions of his omniſcient 2ye, 
ſuch as that you can incrith ſay with good 7ob, where 
ever you go; Doth he not ſee my wayes , and count my 
goings? 12. Are you every day more orlefs think. 
ing of your /aff day, and that you are going ſhortly 
into the ſhades of eternity, and when you pur off your 
Cloathes at mpht., is it {till your meditation, that the 
time is at hand when you can zever more put them 
on. 
Now the cauſes of this decay, which being avoided, 
= alſo ſerve as Remedies againſt it; and they are 
three, 
Firſt, Long euſtome to Chriſtian meetings. 
Secondly, Unskilfalneſs in Goſpel Self-denial. 
Thirdly, Negligence to a plain dory. 
Firſt, Long cuſtome to Chriſtian Meetings ; though 
this be nor in it ſelf a cauſe, yer ir may be eaſily ſo con- 


ofren 


yerted ; for without a godly jealouſie over the heart in 
Your 
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fce 11 ertin with Chriſtia ba, 
vill by little and little, ſteal away char ſpiritualyigour; 
that ought oy 3 the. yeins of eyery one, where Fe 
ver they' are, to the making their meeting as much as 
is poſſible,to Gods honour and their ſouls edifying; for 


cuitome begets ſuch an aptneſs fo any ſervice, that ex-- 


cept, the heart be ſtill examined , perſons will be in 
meetings together, very deſticute borh of ſuitable pre- 
paration,and anſwerable expcRation, ,and- all through 
long cuſtom , for as in ſinning, it will take away-in 
time the conſcience of ſin; ſo in the-beſt performan- 
ces it will rob a manof that forehand care that thould 
attend him, unleſs he be much upon his watch. 
Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe is, Unskilfulneſs in one 
great point of Chriſtianity ; viz. Goſpel 
which ſtands in a conforming .che whole man to beal- 
wayes pleaſing and ſerving the Lord, ſuch knowing 
themſelyes not to be. their own, but bought with a 
price, and therefore whethePeating, drinking, talking, 
walking, to be doing allto the glory of God, whoſe 


they are": Now unskilfulneſs herein, will be ill car- 


rying on all affairs with much mixture, partly in de- 


ſigning the Lord, partly deſigning. ſelf ; having not : 4 
Fo learned to live upon anothers bottom, as the Goſ-- 


pel grace of ſelf-denial teacheth, Mar. 16, 24,25. 


ark. 6. 34,35. by which means many are at a great- - 

rtunity, and ſo; -+ 
an how he grows * 
or ſtands afeted to the beſt things, what temptations 7 


4M 


ſtand how to ſpend:this and on 0a 
inftead of asking their fellow Chriſti 


are-upon him ? ar what times be finds himſelf moſt weak. * , 
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, And unable toreſift ? and er tes in cloſet prayer, * 
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" Watchings, foſtings ? and What ; 


ſome ſolid marks, whether te grows yea or nay ? and what 
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Þa'ne he pats on felloWvſhip with God, ind eppeſing «he light 
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of bit countenance? what all this is, anaWhat its 
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' when ut ſhines, when itt clouded ? but if inſtead of ſuc! 
Communings as theſe, time be vainly ſpent in hearing. 
telling ſome new thing, complaining rather of 
hard times, -than hard hearts, this and the other out-=- 
ward loſs, inſtead of true loſing ; if the caſe be thus it 
* muſt needs proclaim. you dying Chriſtians, for chat 
in your comings together., your talk is not fayoufy 
and heavenly. 
- Thirdly, A third Cauſe may be this, Negligence' 
ro a plain d . Heb, 10. 24, 25. And let us confude# 
one another, to provoke to love, and tv good works ; not 
' forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the mans 
wey of ſome is, but exhort one another daily , while it is 
called to day ; (that is certainly, ro be upon doing the. 
+ work of the day)” and /o mach the more, as youſee the © 
approaching ; Clearly implying, that we ſhouldbe 
ſo'far from negle& to ſpiritual and profitable calking 
when we meet, that it ſhould be our care ſo to cons 
ſider one another; wherein they begin to grow faint, - 
weary, ſlow, remiſs, and wanting, as to be proven 
| orſeeking occaſion to perſwade and put forward ſuch *; 
tothat, chat they ought not to be backward in : This 
. wags'the Trade of Gods Children as you may read, ' 
"AY 15. 36. And ſome dayes after, Peat ſaid to Bars 
" Pabas, Let usYo again andwviſn our Brethren, in every 
City where we have preached the Word of the Lord, . and 
ſee how they do, As 18: 27. 1h when he was come helps 
ed them much, which had believed through grace. This 
certainly is as true ini Pax/and Barnabas, 1s in Apollos * 
ler then I pray you, whac hith been ſaid in.this Sign, + 
” ſerve for caution :hus far, that you will all be carctuf , 
£7 whenyomeaſt, when you faſt, when you fit by your 
» fireFwik by cthiyway, h- down, rife up , for che a= 
4 Voiding precious 69 miſpending, to be t.l+ing off * 8 
.-the'Lord;zrd bis Laws; i.onſfider wha: you read, and 8 
> Paſsto the next, G 2 CHAP. "8 
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. by what may follow ; want to prepare th 
_ needs bea charaRter of ſpiritual decay ; and the rather 
i we conſider, how tri the Lord was as co them 
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CHAP. XII. 


' Proving Unpreparedneſs to htay the Woyd of God, a 


fign of ajing to Chriſt, with three forts of hindrances, 
which muſt be laid aſide; and What muſt be our work, 
before Hearing, in Hearing, and after Hearing. 


SIGN XII. 


Hen you are ſo little prepared for the ſo- 
| lemn Aſſemblies, that they come before 
you think of them, or long for them, 

When perſons ſuffer themſelves to be ſo taken up 
with common or worldly Buſineſs, as that they leave 
no room for Solemn Prayer, and Preparation, to meet 
in Gods Ordinances at dayes appointed ; its an eyident 
token of litcle reverence beſetting the heart, and as 
little conſideration who they are to meet : Now to 


- *come before the Lord in his Aſſembly , where he is 


wontto be, and hath promiſed to be, there doubtleſs 
remains a work upon us, to be done by us, by way” 
of Preparation, and that becauſe of Gods preſence be- 
ing there, as inthe Temple, the Type of Gods Aſſem- 
bly or Goſpel Church, Kings 1. 3. 9. 1 will puny 
Name there, my heart, and- my eyes, ſball be there yt 
perxally , his power, preſence, and goodneſs ſhall be 
there, and. he ever was, and is wont te meet his Peo- 
ple there. T e}/ .mme O thou whom my ſoul l;yveth , where 
thou feedeſt and makeſt thy flocks to reſ# at noow ; if thou 
knoweſt not, go thy way and feed thy Kids by the Shep- 
herds Tens, Cant.1. Now that great preparation as fo 
this and that by way of duty ought to be, will appear 
erefore muſt 


that 
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that drew nigh him when he gave out the Law, Exod. 
19.i0. And the Lord ſaid nnto Hoſes, go and ſanttific 
the people to day and to morrow , and let them waſh their 
eloathes,, and let the Priefts alſo which come near zo the 
Lord, ſanttifie themſelves, left the Lord break forth 

on them. Nadab and Abihs, for not ſanQifying 

Lord when they drew nigh him, there went ont a fire 
from the Loyd, and devonred them, and they died before 
the Lord, Levit. 10. 2. Moſt remarkable is that paſſage 
in gaod foſeph, Gen. 41. 14. Before he will come into 


the Kings preſence, he ſhaveth himſelf, and changeth his 


rayment ; layeth aſide his priſon Garments : How,, « - 


much rather ſhould thoſe prepare and lay afide, that 
come into the preſence of the King of Kings : Hear 
the word of the Lord. ye that tremble at his word, Iſa. 66. 


. $. Perſons _ hear from day to day ,- and remain 


much like the ſame, rather worſe than berter,, which 


_ + muſt needsargne ſome defe inthemſelves by unduly 


approaching near ſo ſolemn a Service : I ſhall therefore 
in humility offer ſome'direCions, what we may doin 
order to our profit, before hearing, in hearing, and af- 
ter hearing. - | oP 

Firlt, Before Hearing, pray God bleſs his Word:un- 
to you, and lead you in his way, Pſa. 25. 4, 5. Shew 
me thy way O Lord, teach me thy path, lead me in thy 
truth; Teach me, for thou art the God' of my ſalvation, 
on thee do I wait all the day, Exod. 33.15. 1f thy pres 


ſence po not withme , carry us not up hence. This is as 


crue in one caſe as another, 

Secondly, Go to the Aſſembly with reverent con- 
ſiderations, that you are to meet God, Amos 4, 12. 
T herefore thus will 1 ds unto thee, O Iſratl, and becauſe 
Z Will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Tſrael.. 
King Reboboam' did evil, becanſe he prepared not bis 
beart to ſeck, the Lord, 2 Chron. 12, 14. compared 
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* B84 Sighrof aDying or Decajing Chriſtian, 
Y wich Chap. 19. 3. There are good «+7 ana ”n thee, 
A is that thou prepareſt thy heart 'toſeekGod * 

7 Thirdly, Before you goto, hear, you mult lay aſide 
all ſuperfluity, 1 Pet. 2.1. Wherefore laying aſide all fil- 
thineſs and ſuperfluity of nauphtineſs, receive with meek: 
weſs the ingrafted Word. | bi 

 _ There are three ſorts*of Superfluities to be laid a- 
ſide, which elſe will hinder you from profiting. 

Firſt, All thoſe doubtful carping cares for | # things 
of this life, you are incident to, Mar. 13. 22. Hark 
_—. 

. ... Secondly, You muſt lay aſide all thoſe vexations 

" frets of this life you are incident to} Fudges 16. 16, 
compared with x Sam. 1,6, 7. "1 

Thirdly, You maſt lay aſide all thoſe pleaſant plea- | 
ling pleaſures of this life you are incident to, P/al. 45. | 
19, 11., All or aty of theſe being carried with ns, and _ 
heeded by us, will ſo load us, that there will be no . 
room for the Word to profit, 

Fourthly , When you come to hear, come with | 
hungring ang thirſtingg ar. 5. 6. P/al. 42. 1, 2. | 
# The ſecond DireQion as to Hearing is, what you 
muſt do in the time of Hearing. | 

Firſt, You muſt hear with reverence as Gods Em- 
baſſage, P/al. 2. 11, compared with 89 7. Ged is 
greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of the Saints, and to | 
be had in reverence by all that are about bim. >| 
.. Secondly, You mult hear as Gods Word, 1/4. 66. 2. 4 


I Theſ. 2. 11. 
- Thirdly, you muſt hear with attention and godly 2 

fear, 1/a. 55. 3- Nehem.$. 3. Lnke 29. 48. And all 

the people were very attentive to hear him. 

Fourthly , In Hearing , you muſt mix what you 
”,. Jhearwich faith, Heb 4. 1,2. But the word preached » 
* gant profit, it being not mixt With faith in he 
; ear 
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heard it;- 2 Chron. 20+ 26. A pre nn 
- Fifchly', You muſt receive what you hear in'the' 
love'of God,'2 The/.'2. 10. Pſal. 119,97. —— 
Sixthly, and laſtly, You muſt hear with reſolutionto: 


obey, Dent. 5. 27. 70ſh. 1.16. 


Now what muſt you do after Hearing? OE 

Firſt , You muſt remember what'ye have heard, 
2 Pet; 3.1, 2» Secondly, That you may remember, you” 
muſt meditate upon ir, 796, 1, 8. P/al, 1, 2. Thirdly, 
of all the Sermons you hear, pick our ſomething moſt 
proficable, and cogfer..abour it, Xfark 4. 10. Fourth- 
+ ly, You muſt patinto practiſe what you hear, Ecelef. 

9.10: fam. 2. 25. Luke 11.2." - " 

I ſhall now-hint three Reaſons of this great' Care 
thus to aſſemble and- hear Gods word, and then pro-' 
ceed to the Thirteenth Sign, * 

Firſt; Becanſe it is the great Ordinance of Converfi- 
on, Secondly, The means of a Chriſtians growth, and- 
SanQification. Thirdly,.Negligence in it, a great ag- 
Sravation of Condemnation, ain A; 

Firſt, Becauſe it is the great Ordinance of Conyers 
ſion. The Ordinance of Preachingis Gods uſual me» 
thod by which knowledge of himſelf is brought, to- 
poor finners : Faich (faith the Spirit) comes by hearing, 
and hearing is ordained. in order to believing, how 
canthey believe in bim of whomthey have noteafa, 
and how can they hear without a Preacher : | 
there, is no viſion the people periſh. When the ſins'of 
Profeffors have been ſuch as to'provoke God to fend 


2 famine of the Word, ſach a people have been nigh” "43 


to deſtrucion. 


4 "yn 


— 


4 more - _* 


_— freadful than a Fa apy as: oY | 
= mona geeſets gpon our hearty,; Ins, Ar 
not ſo apprehenſive of Goſpel-worth, Chavet, oy; 
priſe-ic, and to praiſe God forit,;, and that is a great 
reaſon they thrive © fo little under its continual ſhowers. 
Do- but ſtudy what. ch& Goſpel 18, - it. is the effe& of 
Gods:Loye, Chriſts Death, the Holy Spirirs Gift, Tc 
news to every Creature, allthe priviledges of 
ven are made known by the means of the Goſpel, 
erp the dark eſtate of thoſe people who are depri-, 
Ve cual it, Mar worſhip the Sun, Moon, Stars, Stocks, . 
| ; yea the Devil himſelf -in bis; own ſhape ap-' | 
pears wage Bak them , and converſeth. with them ;-the. 
good Lord help Evglend and Londow to. put a bigher 
= whe! this Frent indace of Canverſion. |. ©} 111 
b- 0 ſecondly, It ishe means of a Chriſtians growth» 1 
and ſandtification 3; take away./the Wprd, apd:ybu 
takeaway his Food ; the Goſpel, i Þ 4 a Convert as) 
milk isto- a new born Babe, even Ks natural no! 
+ ment; the Goſpel is chat "which makes known 
A heart 1 to him, and his-own heart to himfelf, -there % 
'D s and reads that bleſſed attribute of God, thatihe' 
is great, and therefore the obje&. of all our: foar; and: 
thathhe is good, and therefore tobe the; object; 6f. all; 
our love , - and that he is rich, and. therefore the obje&- 
- ofall exeaſure ; and that he is all things 50 all thac: 
-, call Jr bim-in- truth, Here -a-Chriſtizn learns 'ro- 
kaow "the nature of fin, and its deceſtfulneſs the: 
._. ſtrength of the cemprer, bis power, policy and malice; 
4= weak he is in the bands of his {piritual adyet- 
the Flef, the World, and the Devil,” withbur: 
{bf this Almighty, and-lerns here.to know 
throogh bim we. ſhall ibe made able to do all 
Woven n 50g. Amen. | 
be neghgoot to. affernble and hear 
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vation of our 


Gods Wordua get ug 
tiqa. For Godto: afford the means hoy pc 
thac means, by negleQing the ſeaſon will render us 


eth/aidars eſtate, io wnto thee Corazin, wo wntothee 
Fr a for if the mighty works which have beewdone 
i” th been done in Tyre and Sydon, they had repents 
agor, Matr. 11.21, ny It ſhall be more tollerable 
for them in 'the Day of Tudgment. thay for ſuch a people. 
When our Lord, Jeſys came near 7eruſalem he wept gs 
ver it, and propheſied their defolation, becauſe” | 
knew notthe day of their viſitation. ':' We are _ 
God (ſaith the Apoſtle) the favour of unto 
in:them that are ſaved; 'butthe favour of dearth: Fx 
death in them that periſh. Gods word ſhall not re« 
rurn in v4is, where it'dorh-not ſoften, ic will cert att- 
ly bargis.' The Condemnation of che people of Enge 
laid 'mnpit needs,” 'to commonſenſe , be much greater 
than the Condemnation of theIndians that have not 
the means we'have : Woful will our account bein the ® 
try ft we 'are found! wncomverred, or not us 
anitificd by ſo great a priviledge as we'en -«-, 
a ect yroecamir dr enjoy;” wag be not God by _ 
fay, You I'have called , bur! you. bave ge © 
ſirecched out.my hands, bur were not regarded :* 
Lord of life was preached among you, and mri 
ſer forth, (crucifled-before our 25ee;1 ſent to you by 
my Meſſengers, rifing up "hediutex and- ſending. theny; 
becauſe I had compalſion-on poor England, teh 
would none of my reproof, 1 will 'laugh. 
timity,: and mock when their fear coin 


remember chis, 'if che Goſpel prove nr the mbant of 'A 


out ſoftning, it will proye the-hi heſt-a vagzon J 
ons ur Condemnation: g Doſes "4 
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Proving the ſtate of ſuch to be ſad, who aſſemble tope- 
ther more for fear of mans eye dhanGods : with four 

- Dif preons, how ſach may be known, C or bnow eh mm 

fetves) with rwo Canſes of this detay, WR 


SIGN XIII. 


TK 7 Her you come to the Aſſembly, more for 
{- fear of Brethrer's eye, than Chriſt's om- 
wiſcient ad all Treecing eye. £7 
- That is, you are ſo -indifferent. as to coming, that 
would none miſs you nor queſtion you -for it, .you 
could diſpence well with abſence, and that without any 
material  hinderance , *cis much to be feared chatthis 
decay prevails ſtrongly:with many :Profeſſors, who 
have neither hungring, or thirſting at leaſt ; az that 
early rate they once had, and ſtill doubtleſs ought to 
bave,.. were they nat Jofing their reliſh ro Ordinances, 
and the fellowſhip that  chey have had. with God 
through them ; for now they begin ro ceaſe logng at 
things wich 2a eye of faith, and have. all or moſt of 
their. recourſe co.thingsafter an eye of carnal-fenſe , 
and ſo no fear holds. them to the outward order 
of Gods Houſe, but what is taughe;by;the precept of 
men. and were they not lyable ro-cenfitss both from 
the:Aſſembly and others (who have takgni notice of 


Wa theig.being Profeſſors) could as ro the ey&and cen- 
: % | ſure ol Tells 


Chriſt quit all; wherefore the Etdfaid; 
4/4. 29.13. For as much as this peaple draw near me 
with their mouth, and With their lips do honour me, but 
have removed their heart far from me ; (note that) it is 
far to many degrees alienated, and their fear towards 


me is tavghr by che precept of men; icis from hence | 


_ very 


Y 


very evident, that they though did come "ay 
*ther, yet it was not froma right principle, their perſon 
and thar heart was aſunder, and God is pleaſed to 
note them out ag people fearing him only with an out- 
fide fear, therefore he will proceed to do a marvellous 
work upon them : the Prophet Ezek, 33. 30,31. meets 
with ſuch a people, as are ftill a quagelling with the 
Prophets words, and talking againit bim in the doors 
of their houſes, yet wout:i fay, Come 7 pray and hear 
what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord, coming 
as his. people come, fit before him as his people do, hear 
' his word, and with their month ſhew much love ; but 
their beart runs after covetowſne(s. So inthe time of 
the Propher, al.4. 3. there you have a deſcription 
of a decaying, and growing Profeſſory one is ſo weay 
fy, that they are ready to throw all profe off, 
crying, 7t is is vain to ſerve the Lord, and wh fie 
i it that we keep his Ordinances? at the ſarhe time 
choſe truly ſpiritual, that feared Gods eye more than 
mans, they ſpeak the oftner one to anather, fearing kim, 
and thinking upon his Name. 4 big 
Alas ! 'Alas ! }f Satan and the World have gotſuck 
a part in ourheart, that we come to Meetings, tothe 
Fold of Chriſt, with fuch a common ſenſe and efti- 
mation, that would none miſs us, it wonld nothing 
trouble us to be abſent, This dot undoubredly beto- 
ken a great benummedneſs of ſpirit Godward , - and 
that the leaſt Argument hath moſt force, namely Bre- 
threns eye; it is a ſtrong ſymptome of a darkened 1nn- 
derſtanding, and calls for deep hamiliationin order to 
A recovery to that ſpiritual frame that once was, '1t 
| being certain now the appetite is much loſt, and now 
Prayer, Heariug, Reading and Feafing with the Lord 
at lis Table, eating of his Bread, and drinking of his 
Wine are of ngeſtimation, and what muſt mags... 
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the loſs of ſpiritual feel5ng, and where will chis end but 
in wma pup and living by ſenſe. like ſuch are juſtly 
branded in Scripture with ewice dead, plucked up by the 
roots ; for take away the right ew4z of meeting, I 
mean the (eſe of them from the heart in their excel- 


lent »ſes and exds, and you ſuffer your ſelves to be car» _ . 


ried inco-Egypgan darkneſs. 

The ſame Lord that hath ordained food as a great 
and principal means of /ife,,*without which none hath 
a promiſe in Gods ordinary way to continue his out- 
ward being. In like manner hath God ordained and 
ſet- up as his great light in the world ( his Church ) 
where he hath promiſed his preſence ſhall be, and 
where he will meet thoſe that meer him in this way ; 
for there he cauſeth his Flocks to reſt at Even, and 
we age no promiſe of being fed and viſited out of this 
way”ot God where it is to be come at; Thou meeteſt 


him that rejoyceth and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe that 


remember thee in thy wajes, Iſa. 64.5. No man in his 
wits goeth about to gather Grapes of thorns , or Figs of 
thiſtles; if we expeCt Gods preſence we mult ſeek it in 
Gods way. Icis verily matter of great lamentation that 
any mortal ſhould come to this paſs, what for one 
whoſe breath is in his-noſtcils, chat to day is a Mar, 
and to morrow is Worms meat, today above ground, 
and co morrow under ground; to day a Converſor in 
the air, to morrow cloſed up in the Clifts of the earth, 
there to lieand ror, and to be eaten with worms, and. 
his place in the world co know him. no more, andyer 
for ſach a perſon to loſe his reaſon, and the nobleneſs 
of his nature and ſpirit, ſo much as to come to rhe 
Aſſembly of Gods people only for fear of mans rebuke 
or frown, is not he to be feared that k;/r ſon! and bo- 
dj, and caſts chem into hell, whoſe eyes ſeeth not as 
magns eye ſeth , they only center in;appearance, he 
as I Ao a toketh 
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{ | looketh intothe heerts, telling the thouges, ſeeth' the 
J/ intents afar off, but all things are naked and- open to the 
ees of him with whom we have to dee, Heb. 4. 13. | 

I ſhall give two or three-deſcriptions, how ſuch may” 
know themſelyes,or be known, and ſo paſs to the next 
Sign. | a 
Firl, Such when by more or leſs weighty occaſions, 
they are hindered from the Aſſembly , you will not 
find them troubled , whereas a troly growing Chriſti- 
an; though hindered even by God, yer heis thitſting, 
hunpring, and thinks it long, aying with David, 0 
when ſhall I come and appear before thee, Plal. 41, 1, 2. 

Secondly , Such may be known, and know them- 
ſelves by this, they are of all others moſt apt co be 
diſcontented, it is ſe|\dom but one thing or other crou- 
bles them, and goes not as they would haye it; where- 
as the more ſpiritual, dwels ſo much in charity with 
every one, that they are ready to conſtrue every thi 
to the beſt, ſo neither much croubling, nor m 
troubled. | 

Thirdly, If any Schiſm or FaQtion riſe, you ſhall. 
find theſe more apt than any other to cloſe with it, 
ms ſo zealous for a while as paſſes, but it holds not 
0 

Fourthly, you ſhall find ſuch very forward at pro- 
pagating ſome leſſer matters of Gods Law, while the 
more weighty they themſelyes live ſtrangers to, a 
chief cauſe of all this is. 
_ Fieſt, large zeal, bur ſhallow judgment. L} 

Secondly, a roo much prying into the wayes of 0- 
 thers, andcoo little into their own, 


CHAP. XIV: | 
Shri our ſtate dying, when we are more troubled at 
KK the, decayes in onr Houſe, than in Chriſts Houſe , with 
þ four marks to know when we art ſo dying. , 


SIGN XIV, 


& 7 Her: the decay in Chriſts Houſe, leſs 
troubles you than the decay in your 
. 


own Hoiſe. 
This decay wherever found, notes a man very far 
gone on the dying hand, if Trade decayes, then no- 
thing but complatning, it loſs by fireor ſickneſs, or 
= » death, then allis out of order; it breaketh their reſt, #- 
= + they cannot ſleep by night, diſturbs chem in the wor- | 
> ſhip of God, they cannot pray, read , or meditate by 
” "day; It is evident with ſuch, the affairs of-their own 
; houſe lyech nexrer their heart; than the affairs of | 
Chriſts Houſe, far from a truly growing Chriſtian, who 
is all otit of order when it goeth not well with the | 
Church of God. | , 
Now by decay here in the Sign, 1 would be under- bi 
”=_ of perſons in Chriſt Jeſus profeſſion, whodye in 
their zeal, love, and fear, &c. that begin to walk faintly 
after Chriſt Jeſus, flat to prayer, to reading,” to hearing, 
cold ahd careleſs to ſpiritual viſiting one axother., ſeldom 
 andlittlein ſpiritual ralk, when they meer rogether, 
not now as once, makeic their crade and their buſt- 
neſs to be making the name of Chrilt great where- 
ever they come ; bur either ſay nothing, or chat char 
comes to nothing,  havjng no ſpirit or ſavour in it; 
-. yet once was early at the Ordinances, quickly troubled 
if things went amiſs, much joyed when all were ina 
toly harmony ;” but now being diſcovered to _ 
0 
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| loſt moſt of their ſpiritual reliſh to thoſe pood things ©. 
8s - they once flouriſhed m, and this not working —_ 
of -heart on fellow brethren, and beholders, matt needs 
pue great decay. | * 
- "Thatſbchdecayin Chrifts Houſe, even amongthoſe 
F ia (his ſpiritual profeſſion, hath been, and too too 
- much at this day is very evident borh from Scripture 
and Experience. | 
Firſt, from Scripture, 1 _Cor. 3. beginning, And 7 
Brethren could not ſpeaky to you as to ſpiritual, but as to 
carnal, even babes in Chriſt, whereas there is among you 
envy, diviſion, and ſtrife, are ye not carnal, and walk, 
as men. 
2 Firſt, this ſame people as the firſt Chapter makes 
'- - appear, had ſuch grace from God given by Chritt 
Jeſus, that they were enrich: in all mtte#ance, and in 
all knowledge ; ſo that they came bebind other Charches | 
in wo gift , waiting for the coming of our Lord eſs 
C 


Again this holy Apoſtle, in Epheſ: 2. 12. complains 
greatly of their decay ; many had ſinned, and had not 
repented of the fornication, and uncleanueſs they had cont» 

 \ mitted. From whence it is very obſerygble, that theit 
decay was ſuch, that their Se»ſes or Feeling were wy 

nigh departed from them, they Were guilty of hi 

Pray among which were debates, envyings, wrath, 

rife, backbiting, whiſpering,” [welling tumults ; yet nor 
humbled —_ re $4 ft all his : In like man» 
ner. the Galathign Church, Chap. 4. That once-If it 

-had been poſſible, they would have plucked ourttheir 

own eyes and given them to the Apoſtle St. Panl, > 

now counts him their enemy: for telling them 'the _ © 
truch';. ſo Reve/. 3. 17, T hou ſaif I am rich, and itt- 

. oredſt with goods, and have need of nething , buthnewtſ# 

. not that thon art poor and miſerable, and blind and naked. *% 
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7 be thought co proh 
ward decay, that would be a way to hold them from _ 


- Tt would be tedious to tell wh 


mach did /oath now , what was once as the morni 
dew to them , who can withhold being grieved an 
afflicted at this, unleſs his eyes be out, and his ſpiri- 
rual feeling gone ?. It therefore may concern all thoſe 
that read chis, tro make enquiry with themſelves 
what impreflion ſuch tydings as theſe of decayes in 


Chriſts Houſe, make upon their hearts; for anſwerable | 


to ones eſteem of things, and making any thing their 
treaſure , will their ſorrow and trouble be to ſer it 
waſting, whether Husband, Wife, Childreg, Houſes or 
Lands, or the proſperity and well-faring of Gods 
Houſe lye nearer the heart, may.cafily be diſcerned by 
the effects that will follow; © Lord, what ſhal 1 ſay; 
when Iſrael turns their backs npon thiir enemies for the 
Cananites, and the Tnhabitants of the land fhall hear of 
it, and environ us round, and what wilt thou do for thy 
great name? Joſh, 75.8, 9. 7oſhxainthe fight or flight 
might haye been taken or flain, yer that is not bigheſt 
in his thought, nor lyeth neareſt to his heart; his 
great fear is what to do for the GREAT.NAME, 
fearing the. 'Canarite ſhould have occaſion to (peak 
lightly gf ir :. 1 wguld not by what hath been faid, 

Si perſons being troubled at-out- 


ſuch diligence as ought to be, to remove or prevent iti 
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but we may know whether we. are leſs trou at 
decay in Chriſts Houſe, than in our own , by theſe 
following. \ 

Firſt, By obſerving which way the drift of our pray- 


# 37 to God bends moſt, where the Shoe pincheh 


& moſt, there the complaint will be, moſt preyaleot. 
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gation with thankſgiving to let our requeſts þe made 


When two ſtraits meer, decay in Chrifts Howſe, and 
decay in our own, it isa time of tryal which cayfe or 
concern hath the higheſt room in our hearts. What 
erſons moſt value, that they moſt remember and 
bend their care to preſerve, if in time of prayer your 
ſpirit run more out for reparation of your own houſe 
Decay than of the Houſe of God, this is lamentable ſad, 
and let it be for a lamentation, though it is truth, de- 
cay in our own houſe, is truly a tryal, and ought to 
awaken inthe work of diligence, yet to give this the 
chief room, is to preferre the ſmalleſt matters before 
the one thing needful or chief concern. Let us read 
our imitation Davids ſpirit, Pſal. 137. 6. If 1 do not 
remember thee let my tongue Clegve to the roof of my 
mouth, if I preferre not feruſalem above my chief joy. 
Secondly, by obſerving in which channel our com- 
laints to men run moſt, as our praying to God, if the 
ent dorun moſt for our own domeſtick affairg, ſo in 
like manner when we meet and preet one another if 
that be the uppermoſt in our thoughts, and we big 
with deſire, as it were to be delivered, it is evident 
our concern lies nearer our hearts than Chris, elſe 
am I bold to affirm where the contrary is, even 
when pinching ftraits do poſſeſs, it is ſcarce remem- 
bred but occaſionally, eſpecially in the height of Cri 
and his Chxrches ſervice, and then comes home that 


. bleſſed Cordial as to outward things, not to be overs 


careful, but in eyery condition by prayer and ſyppli- 


known 
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knawn.to God , who hath ſaid it, and never failed,. 

he will ſupply all wants in fix troubles, and in ſeaveg, 
did, nor never will forſake thoſe that ſeek. 
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 - he never 
Fa firſt bis Xi»gdow or concern, but either will give them 
; 38 a full portion of ſupply in the kind, or ot content or 
advantage ſome other way ; teaching them from ex- 
Ft perience to ſay this is the beſt condition, a ſweet mor- 
2 3 ſel brought our of a bitter herb. | 
: 8 But thirdly , when the thought#0f our own houſe 
: derayes are ſo prevalent, that they moleſt us in the | 
I higheſt of our ſpiritual performances, this is a deep 
fign of lictle ſenſe of the decay in Chriſts houſe, when 
we cannot pray, read, hear, watch, faſt, or be in the 
= performance of any Goſpel duty, bur ſtill wolzfed, all Þ. 
* this availeth me nothing while MMordecas the Jew fits } 
EF. at the Kings Gate; on the contrary, a truly growin 
© "Chriſtian all he is and bath is of no yalue while it dk 
"0 il! with the Church of God, © Lord, what ſhall T ſay 
bs " When Iſrael turneth their backs before their enemies, 
*- - *'would God w: hadbeen content to have dwelt onthe 
E. other ſide of Fordan, for the Canaanite will hear of it 
and what ſpall become of thy great 1\ ame, this lay fo . 
near good Foſhbuas heart, that he mattered not hisly- 
. Ing low, ſo that ſoared high, now if thou wilt kill all 
this people as one man, then the Egyptians ſhall hear 
"of ic, and will ſay, becauſe God was not able to deliver 
* them hath he dene this, Oh rather Lord 1 beſeech thee 
blot my name out of thy book. 
Fourthly, Whether in compaſſion our choice an- 
ſwers the leſſer call, and rejects the greater, that is, 
- we will cather pur our helping hand ro the removing 
_ the decay of our houſe, than Chriſts hoale, this is alſo ® 
""an evident token of great declenſion, But how, all 
theſe Marks may be prevented or removed ; I ſhall 7 
God afliling give ſow brief help, and ſo condude # 
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his people, both Scriptare and Experience doth fully 
teach, that it is a hard work to beginto do wel, and 
ceaſe todo evil, and a harder work to continue to ab 
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and vigor for God,to flouriſh like the green Bay tree 
to renew our ſtrength, and retain onr ſpiritual heat is a 

very difficult work ealie in the ra/k of , but hard in the 
i of br it is the hardeſt work of all ro end well,ro re- 
1 main.the fame cill death doth cloſe up our eyes is a 
talk ſo difficult, that nothing ſhott of che mighty pow- 
er of God-can ever bring us to. period in it : all the 
+47 ſeven flouriſhing Churches in Ajia fave two blame 
1 . worthy, though they had many good things in thertj 
yet in danper co be unchurchr, fo far from a thorough 
perſeverance in univerſal obedience : And of ſix tans 
dred chouſand that went after God in the Wilderneſs 
bur two enter'd Canaan. The thoufarids of cautions in 
Scripture to take heed, watch, pray doth ſufficiently de- 
clare how bard a work it is to ſtand and keep out 
ground, and on the contrary how eaſfie it is to decline 


bave committed two evils, they have forſaken the foul 
tainof living Waters, and have hewn out to themſelves 
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2. 13, Therefore ſaith the Spiric co the Epheſiab 


God, that ye may be able to Rang againſt all che wites 
io of the Devil, and having done all ro fland ; as if the 
ST  Spiritſhould fay, it is as much as ever you can dgers 
il. 3 KFeepfrom flipping andfa/liny:when you have done all; 
75 for you fight noronly with: fleſh and blood, butwith 
:  Firjcudl wickedulh inbiph places,” perſwading-thend 
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'" Firſtb fhewing great pc fibi ty of ſpiricua i 
\ decay 2 Mecknie from -our zve to Chriſt and 


well, and remain fot years inche fare frac of ſpirit. 


and let $0 our firſt unwearied diligence : Ay people 


Cifterns, broken Ciſterns, that can hild no water, Jer. / | 


Church, chap.S. 11. 13- Put on the whole armourof 


© 3 tobe cloathed with Chriltiaff armonr ort ne. 


_— 
* 35 
- 6 I \ 
of «ms 
$ 
IJ; p 


"& 
f 


þ%. 


\. 


Y., 
oQ : * 
Js TX 4s 


-” La _— » < 1 A — 

ealtels - ater ; > 7 , $: "4 
Js \ »& * Orr oo. TERS 90 A ; 

: - {MC ea” Haw 4 4 y : \% 
* ay . 4 "Io F 4a 7 A 

; " ; M7 © 4 6 iS 

4 ' of a Dying. oF Dec 
bs 4q" 4 & . » 6 INS 
, \ 


oF. 
mw A > 
pe 


| Fed 77 FR | 
praying alwayes with all. prayer-and ſupplication and 
watching thereto with all perſeverance; what I ſay to 
you I ſay to all watch, watch, watch, and pray, three 
times together gives Chriſt Jeſus chis counſel to his 
Diſciples, leſt chey be foild by cempration. * 

But fecondly,that the decay 1n Chrifts houſe, and your 
own heart may both trouble you when they come, I 
ſhall humbly offer chis bleſſed expedient, that you take 
ailigent heed to maintain the ſame ſen/e of that undone 
and helpleſs condition which grace found you in at 
your firſt converſion to the day of your reſolution: 
what were you before converlion, Rebels, Enemies in 
your mizds, darkneſs, Fiends of Hell, Enemies of Hea- 
yen, haters of God, full of all iniquity , your throats 
are an open ſopulcher, your tongues are or of deceit, the 
poyſon of Alps under your lips, your mouths fall of curſing 
and eitterneſs , your feet ſwift to ſhed blood , having no 
fear of God before your eyes. Was not this your ſtate, can 
you ever forget thoſe black deeds of darkneſs you tra- 
ded in, and was given up unto , ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures : Do you not remember when the firſt 
wakening came, it_told you that at time you were 
without Chriſt, which is the i»/err to all miſery, aliens 
from the Common-wealth of Iſrael}, ſtrangers to the 
Covenants of promiſe , having no hope, and without 
God in the world, which is the final conclufion of al 
miſery, Epheſ. 2. 12, Had you died in this eſtate, then 
what muſt have become of you, for the end of theſe 
things is death, not temporal only but Fernal; for ” 
that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God : 
Can you forget thoſe dreadful bitter cries and that an- 
gEuiſh you were in. when the. commandment came? 
Did-not fin then revive & you die?Were not ſuch as this 
your language, wo, wo is mel am undone, I ſhall be 
Gamned to all eternity,mercy is gone, it 3s gone, it , too 
| ate, 


4 ly” "$3 | Ka. 3% e 


- 4 : l a, 
- \ 4 a 
” $ = 
> 
- 


late, my dayis over® Do you not retiember that bit- 
cer Row! written within and withour, Lamentarions, 
monrning and woe # Did not your fleep' depart from you, 
and your ſtomachs naufeate its meat ? Did not defire 
fail, and Conſcience tear\you? Were not this your 
feame, and much'more in the dayes of your conviicn 
and ſight of Sin. How welcome then would one ſrile 
from Chriſt Jeſus have been, to have heard his Yoice 


-in that bitter Agony , but to have whiſpered in thy 


Ear, Son be of good chear, thy Sins are forgiven thee ; 
would not ſuch a word have been as Life from the 
the Dead ; did not your Hearts then ſay, ſpeak Lord , 
bur the word, have mercy on my Soul, waſh me 
throughly from my iniquity, and cleanſe me from my 
Sin , for I acknowleds my tranſpreſſion, and my 
Sins are ever before me, it follows" me like a Lion 
ready to tear my Fleſhin pieces for a Prey ! Oh call 
to, remembrance your Confeſſions and Promiſes , look 
over your Dyary Bock, did not your Heart and 
Mouth then beſeech che Lord, that he would for- 
give your Sin which. was great ; did you not tell him 
if the World was yours, you would pive. it for a 
Pardon , *the firſt boxn for your T ranſgreſſion , and the 
fruit of your Bodies, for the Sin of your Souls; ask 
your Conſcience now , if this and a thouſand times 
more was not your Language then, did not you fay, 
I will lie at &s Majeſties feet, yeafeed upon pain, 
and roul my mouth in Aſhes , let me but find Mercy. 
Still bur Conſcience, and rebuke the Devil that go- 
ethabout to devour me. Brother Convert, is not this 


atruth ; oh whats the matter now, what meaneth this © - 


ſtrang change , doth che decay in Chriſts houſe:, and 
thy own Hearr, lictle or not atall trouble thee whence 
s this ſtrange change , wilt chou tura Monſter, that 
nothing but a Miracle can fave thee, from a fatal fi- 
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al-fall;, what meaneth this bleeting of Sheep and 
fowing of Oxen ; what more in debt to a Saviour, 
and Jeſs hwmble, leſs thankful, leſs watchful , leſs pi- 
tiful, leſs painful; whither will this bring you, 
where will it end; oh call to remembrance from 
whence thou art faln, and repentand do thy firſt work, 
or elſe God: will come upon thee , and remove thy 
Candleſtick, unchurch and diſmember thee , excepe 
thou repent Rev. 2. 5. I humbly beg ſuch Chriſtians as 
are going into this declenſion, that they would duly 
con{ider whathath been offered , and call to remem- 
brancetheir own eyil ways and doings that were nat 
good, and abhor themſelves for ever in Duſt and Aſhes; 
this will make Chriſt in his Viſies, Mercies, and Chides, 
yea every ſtate and ſtrait welcome ſtill, ſo will you 

row up like the green Bay Tree, yeataller in Humi- 
ity then the Cedar in Lebanen: the bleſſing of God 


bring my poor Mite home to your Hearts, to thig 


great end. Amen, Amen. 


CHAP. XV. 
S hewing that want of yu, in ſome, when others of 


' Chriſts Children with grief are ftooping, declares ſuch - 


to him a dying : ſhewing alſoin four reſpets bow we 
are to pitty; with four Remedies againſt this De- 


SIGN XV. 


WA you can ſee Chrifts Children bowed 
Y Y with trouble, and you not , or little 
Sympathize withthew, 

Aithough affliftion cometh not forth out of the auft , 
privber doth rrowble ſpring ont of the ground, yet 1a" 
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14 born ants trouble, - ar the ſparks fly upward, Job $36:7- | 
Were the Scripture ſilent, every mans. experience - 
doth ſufficiently evidence mans veryState here, to bea / 


State of trouble , neicher Sex nor Age, nor Employ- 


ment, nor outward Eſtate, whither high. or low,” 
rich or poor, isexempred from trouble;,' while there 
1s 4 Devil to tempt, a World toallure,” a frail Boay:: 


of Tnfirmities , xhere will be crouble, go tothe Court ,- 
and there is Hand, Head, and Heart full of zrouble.; 


the Throne is big with buſineſs ſtill in trouble ,- in} 


trouble again till out of. trouble , that is the prefent; 
condition ; not at all at reſt, becauſe it is not other= 
wiſe; impatient for a change, and yet as quickly 
weary of . the change when attained; deſires '{till 
growing, . yea, new motions {till - attending Afor*, 
tals: Go tothe City and the thouſands there, big al- 
fo with buſineſs, running hither and thicher , fome- 
wringing of hands for ſorrow, Sickneſsis come to the 
windows , and Death to the. bed ſide; here is wat-! 


ling. for an onely Son, and there is the groaning of the: - 


oppreſſed, wiſhing at Evening, would God it were! 


Morning, and no ſooner hath the Sun appeared for: 


ſome Minutes in its Luſtre, but they are wiſts; 


LI 


pinching Hunger , for want of the Fruits of. the Field; 
others pineing away with a pinching: Di/eaſe, , have. 
Meat but no Appetite; fome crying out I go Child= 
leſs, give me Children or elſe Idye; others wailing. 
at their misfortunes, wo is me that ever 1 was a Father: 
or a Mother ; in reſt nowhere, Pa/lace nor Priſen, 
Market nor Chfet, City nor Country, Court nor Camp, 
can claim this one Preyogative ; Here am I free from 
trouble , the Youth weary of his yoke, the Eye and 


ing iewere Evening again, ſome pincing away with: 


Condud of Father or Maſter is too frait, his Bonds -* 
t00,gre1t to hold long, the Reigne muſt be lengther 4 
*H 4 ba | ned, I 
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ned, or allis ontof ofder, yet but a few Months change 
every way as ſtrange, this year a Priſoner in the mind, 
becauſe not at his -own hands , making his own proyi- 
ſion , next yeara Slave to a cruel Goaler , 'Jooking 
thropgh Iron Grates fſcaven fold more a Priſoner ; 
Oh, what is Man, where is reſt for him to be found 
under the Sun, - Doth not experience tell us, Worm- 
wood and Gall attends us every where, ebbinp or 
flowing every 24 hours, and unſtable as the water, 
Country life too Melancholy,Citty Life too Folly. What 
period of our Life ſhall we call free , from Birth to 
Death; from ſeyen dayes old, to ſeventy years old, 
all Labowy and Travel. Do we. not come into the 
World with crying, doth not pain. with Hanger or 
Cold ,. pinch us as early as we are born , the heart of 
the Father glad to day-that he hath a Son , but to mor- 
row much more ſad, for the buble diſappeared, and is 
= to 1ts place : If we live till ſeven years of ge, 

ve we not ſeven Changes by then, is not the beſt 
of that Foy now turned into Y Yormwood witha Feaver 
fit;”.do we float upon the water a little longer, and 
make our Aothers Heart glad ;' very poſſibleir is, but 
that it may be the: wore ſad before our Tragedy end, 
anon' comes Tidings the fall of a Tyl, ordepth of che - 
water, or cruſh 'of the whee! hath broke our curious 
Fains Glaſs all'to pieces; but do we float a little lon- 
ger, and get from under the Wing of our Guardian, 
#riving at 8 Marriage State , ere our f;rft born bath 
floated one Months in the World,our Months are gone; 
art{this from Period to Period ſhould we attain to the 


L utmoſt age of Manandlength of 'rime, ir is all buc- a 


Spar ; and here we muſt conclude with the Preacher, 
Mm mach Wi/domis much Grief , and he that increaſerh 


L- Khowledge increaſeth Sorrow ; Eccle, 1. vit, Thus our 


 ©®ajm life from ageto age in all its periods begins with 
Tore ffs Cari - £7 | "1 Crying 
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Crjing , and cloſeth with rrembling , afraid of what 

; and fears in the way, and the Almond Tree ,' looks 
white, and the grinders growes low , 4»d the Graſnop- 
per is a Burden , and defire fails, and Man goeth to bu 
long home , and the Monrners go abont the Streets , wa- 
wityof vanities ſaith the Preacher, ad is vanity, and 
this is your State, thisis your portion under the ſame, 
Oh ye ſons of Men ; all this you may read in the book 
of Natxre: But come to the Book of Scriptures , had 
not facob his trouble, the days of the years of my 
Pilgramage are 130 years; few anudevil , or troubleſome 
have they been, (Gen: 47. 9.) Fob had his troubles , 
and was weary with complaining, David bowed down 
with trouble, Jeremiah in lamentable Complaints, St. 
Paxls words from Birth to Death may be here caken 
up, even unto this preſent hour. -/e both hunger and 
thirft, are naked and buffeted, and have no certain dwel- 
ling place , never at reſt wherever we are, nor never 
ſhall be under che Sun; thus much for explication of 
this term in the Sign, namely rroxb/c , which though ic 
carry a patt in the Sign, yet:the diſtinguiſhing mark 
of akcaying in Godline(s is, when afiy of theſe kind of 
troubles are the portion of others, we can ſee it or 
know it with little or. no Simpathy. For when trou- 
ble or aflitions of any kind from the Lord, 
are great upon ſome, - it is- an- evident. roken of | 
decay in ſuch, as have nota fellow-feeling to- 
wards them, po to them that are at eaſe in Zion, 
and lye upon Beds of Tvory , ſtretching themſelves upon 
their couches to. drink their Wine in bowls , and anoint 
themſelves With chief Oyntments, but are not grieved 
for the afflifton of 'Zoſeph , in Amos 6. from the 1. to 
the 7. Some we may ſee there lived a careleſs life , 
feeding to the full , had even what hearr could wiſh, 
felc not the trobblein perſon , ghar at the ſame rime | 
was 
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104 Sign? of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian.” 

wastheir brerhrens portion ; yet are not prieved for- 
the aflictions of. Foſeph , bur lived at the height of 
Joy ,/ under their own fulneſs , and were notcompal- 
fionately affeted with others penury: This hath 
b:en found among the people of God , bur ill taken 
from them, Numb. 20. We ſhall find that 1/rae/ 
was in great diſtreſs, and begs their brother Edom 
(who knew all the travail that had befallen them) to 
let chem paſs by his high way ; but he ſhewed them 
no pitry, was fallen from that ſympathizing Spiric 
chat ought to be in him. God will not forget to take 
notice of this, and reckon for it; which proves that 
pitty- in his.people one to another, is Gods expects. 
tion from them, Amos 1, 11. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
for three tranſgreſſions of Edom, and for fonr,' 1 will 
not turn away the puniſhment thereof , becauſe he pur- 
ſued bis Brother withthe Sword , and caſt off all pit- 


8 


* But ſome may ObjeR and ſay, fhall wepitty thoſe, 
{chongh Gods own people) that have brought by 
cheir {inning , whatmiſery is come upon them? 
Anſw. Yes, God expedts this from his peoples 
enemies , how much rather frbm their friends 7/a. 47. 
5, 6G, Sit thou ſilent, and get thee into darkneſs, O 
Daughter of the Caldeans , for thou ſhalt no more be Cal- 
ted the Lady of Kingdomes ; 1 was wroth with my peo- 
ple, and gave them into thy hands , but thou didft fhow 
them no pitty, upon the ancient, haſt thin very heavily 
taid thy yoak,;, For this cauſe they muſt get them into 
darkneſs , clearly noting, chat though God for his 
peoples evils, doaMict and trouble them, yet it is not 
at all, either co warrant his people, or his peoples ene- 
mies, to add to the burthen he layeth upon them; but 
on the contrary calls for pitty, yet not pitty with 
their ſins, but ſuch gjtty as may reduce them from 
their ſins, s :  , ls 
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| Signrof « Dying or Decajing Chriſtian. 10s, 
Firſt, in-taking notice that they are in miſery, 
Remember 0 Lord what is come upon ws , conſider and be- 
bold onr reproach, The Church counts it- of tende 

to her healing,by having her aflition taken notice of, 

Secondly, you muſt pitty them in helping them to 
underſtand the cauſe why it is come Lam. 3.36. Wheyre- 
fore doth the Iiving man complain , a man for the puniſh 
ment of his fon. 

Thirdly, Pitty in provoaking them to ſearch and try 
their ways, and curn to the Lord their God. 

Fourthly , Pitty in helping them down; that is, 
laying the diſpleaſure of God before them to humble 
them ; and when duly humbled, to comfort them ; 
leſt ſuch ſhould be ſwallowed up with over much for- 
row; We may conclude this evil to be very common 


 amongprofeſlors, and it ys call upon them to a ſelf- 


examining, whether, and wherein they are under this 
Tpiritual decay , for the removing or preventing of 
which , I ſhall offer three or four things briefly, and 
ſo conclude this Sign: | 

Firlt, to conſider. the precepts for this duty, and 
from whom they come, Rom. 12. 10,14. Be kindly 
affettionate one to awother , with bratherly love , in he- 
nour preferring one another , weep with them that weep, 
put on as the elelt of God, bowels of mercy , kinaneſs , 
bumbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering , Who us afe 
flifted, and 1 burn not ? 
, Secondly , conſider the danger of being wanting 

cre. | 

Firſt, it makes us moſt unlike God , i» all their af- 
flilions he was aflift ed. 
_ Secondly, It opens a door to let in upon us equal mi- 
ſery, Ames 6. 7. Therefore ſhall they go imocaptivity, 
with the firſt that go captive , and the banquit of them 
that ftretch themſelves ſhall be removed. | 
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' Thirdly, ir leads the way to heart-turdiing Fick, 


4. 10. Oppreſe ne the widow , fatherleſs, ftranger, mr" 


por ; but they refuſed to hearken, and 
4s 48 ant ſtone. 

© A third help apainſtthis decay, is to be confide- 
ring or laying to hearerhe condition of ſuch , thinking 
ir may now be, and yetmayde our own , you that are 
ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an ont in the ſpirit of meekneſs , 
Conſidering hy fel, left thou alſo be tempted, bear ye one 
anothers hurthens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chrift, 
Gal. 6. beginning. 

Fourchly, A fourth belp againſt this decay , look to 
the Loyd 7eſws for your Copy , and write after him , 
he could ſee no Saint or Sinner bowed with #rewble 
but he had ſympathy for them, the Garment of his 
pitzy was ready to over ſpread all perſons, andin all 
conditions , behold his praRice for your example—— 
And great Multitudes came to him , having with them 
thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, and maimed ,- Ca- 
ſting them down at eſ#s feer (whatthen) and he hea- 
led them ſaying, 7 have Compaſſion on the Mnliituae , 
becanſe they bave continued with me three days, and have 
aothing to eat, 1 will not ſend thetn away. Faſting leaſt 
they Faint by the way, How often would he 1n his 
pitty have bealed 7eruſalem , and when it was roo. ate, 
and the day of their Viſitation over; yet he cannot © 
come near the City , bur falls a weeping to ſhow bis 
ſympathy, though chey had finned paſt recovery , like 
that worthy paſſage Lake 16. that left Zeruſalem or 
the Church , and went down to ferico or the: World, 
and there fell among. Thieves, which wy wi bim, 
wounded him, and left him half. dead ; then comes 
the Prizft, he looks on , and away goes he, 'then 
= Comes a Levite and looks.0n, . paſſing away likewiſe, 
|  nowcomes this good Samjarizen, and When he ſaw 
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wy wg ment nearer. had compaſſion on Kim K. 

nor” orily ſhake xr Fo head, and ſay the Lord help © © 

T +4 bg warmedand filled, bur went nearer et, and 

op bis wounds, 2A ayes. in Wine to chear bim 

io —_ farming og, and to heal him*of his Grief , 

and ſets hira on his broke and brings himto an Inn, 

and takes care of him, In all his peoples afflitiQtions 

* - he was afMilicted, letevery one of us therefore pleaſe 

| 4* with Sympathy his Neighbour , for his good to Edi- 

 Feation, for even Chriſt pleaſed wot himſelf , but as it 

is written , the reproaches of them that Keproached thea 
jolt on me, "Rom. IS-2, 3+ 


CHAP. XVI. 


S hewing that When the name of Chriſt , and credit ts 
his Goſpel; u not' ſo deay to ns as perſonal ſufferings 
' we are then ſurely on the dying hand+ and that in 
eftate, bedy, and life , we ought to ſubmit if called” 
to ſuffering : with four canſes of decay here 


SIGN XVI. 


. 2 | Hen you willrather betray the Name 

8 1 Y _ of Chriſt Jeſws, a6d the credit of 
this Goſpel wi your ſilence; then appear for it 
to your 0wn ſuffering and diſparagement. 

Three things may be obſeryable as to/ the opening 
of this Sign. 

Firſt, what is meant by the Name of Jeſus. 
| Name refers to his perſon, and properties , as 
power, wiſdom, -Judgmeor , mercy, juſtice , =P 
neſs; diſhonour done to all or any of theſe, is done 
0.1 , becauſe this isthe matter or ſubſtance he-is 


known by, andnaderſtoodto be ; tis clear that 
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- © Name inScripture , when referred to the perſon of | 
* God and Chriſt, notes all chis, Exod. 20, 7. 'Thos 
. © ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
Chap. 33. 19. Chap. 34. 6, 7. 79h. 7. 10. John 17. 
- and Atts g. U | 
Secondly, how far if called , ought weto ſuffer for 
” this Name. | 
=  Sufferingisa word teduceable to three heads, all 
= -*-centringin man. P. 
». Firſt, in eſtate there he may ſuffer, by having his 
.-Poods ſpoiled, his bodily ſubſtance waſted, Heb 10. 35: 
+. _ Secondly, in body by perſecutions, and reproaches 
bonds, and impriſonments, Heb. 10, 32, 33. chap. 
11. 36. 
. Thirdly, in life, Zake 14. 26, Aﬀs 21, 15. Ree 
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- Hel. 12. 12, Now in what caſes may we be proved 


Builey of this dying Sign , as falling under any or all 
theſe three heads, | kg 
Firſt, If becauſe of our eſtate we comply with, ' 
or countenance any evil, or refuſe to confeſs any good, 
Zohn 12. 42.2. Tim. 4.10. Nevertheleſs among the chief _ 
Rulers alſo many believed on him, but did not confeſs himg 
"teſt they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue.  .. Wy 
*> Secondly , if becauſe of our bodies, to free them 
from ſufferings, we will comply with, or countenance 
any evil , or refuſe to confeſs any good, Aat. 13. 21. 
- But When tribmlation or perſecution riſeth , becauſe of the 
word, by and by they are offenata. 
Thirdly, :f becanſe of our lives to free them , we 
; will comply with: any evil, or refuſe to confeſs any 
| pod , contrary to. Day. 3. 17, 18, chap. 6, 16, Un- 
.der all or any of theſe conſiderations, when-profefſors 
" hear tbe great name di noured , and by*their 
© Hence ſuffer it to be betrayed, it is very evident they 
# . -aredying ro the thingsot God, No manige woman 
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in a Chriſtian profeſſion, but one time or another, ave. 
lyable to temptations of this kind ; that is, to havethe -; 
_ and credit of Chriſt and his Goſpel, come ig 
, competition with their ſufferings and T6429, 
And anſwerable to their weakneſs or ſtrength, fo or- 
dinarily is their behaviour to ſuffer or to.f1n,.. | 
The wiſdom of the Serpent not to run into-any 
temptation of this kind , by going without a ſufficieng 
Call into ſuch Company, as may villifie and. fer light? 
by the Name ot Jeſus and his Goſpel ; in whoſe ey&@ 8 
he is not eſteemed, nor his Goſpel had in any tay... 
tion; muſt be accompanied with-the Innocency of the 
Dove , that is, if by ſome providentiat Call we are, 
there, it will not ſtand with a Doves 1naocency, to hear 28 
Chrifts Name and his Goſpel reproached, perhaps to 
the looſing ſome, place of outward Honor, Repare or © 
Profit, you are now it may be in the Synagogue among ** 
. the worldly Rulers , feaſting on- their Dainties,, and 2} 
Fohn Baptiſt in his Priſen Faſting: with his Lord.. And 3 
de(ignes on foot to take his head ,. and if you ſpeak', * 
your great Landlord will not indure you to bave- his 
5a” penniworth any longer , your great Kindred will 
| beaſhamed of you, and-turn you our of ce ons | 
ue; if you keep not ſilent, and bear with-their 
auntings and Jearings at Religion , and hold. your + 
ace, be againſt them in your Heart to ſtill Contience, 4 
ut as filent, as chough vou ſided with them , co, keep- 2 
their applauſe; mighty for Chriſt inthe Cloſer, where "= 
_no bodyelſe ſees you nor hears. you, but dumb-with _- 
ſilence upon the Thearor; have any of your Rulergbe- -- 
lieved on bim , may not we in prudencerun-with-xbis 
eaſie ſtream, rather then in over zeal , hazard all, - 
and. run our ſelves inco a Jail , is it not good fleeping * 
lnawhole kin, Chriſt hach my Heat rw. 4 ove 2d 
"= '7 | © SEES my 4 
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© "TIO Signs of «Dying or Decaying Chyiſtian? 
' my Mouth, doth notthe Scripture fay, the prudent 
ſhall keep ſence this time , becauſe itis an evi/ timp 1 
\ Qb, is noc this an evil rize, when a Man ſhall be laygh- 
ed out of the Market for buc ſpeaking a word on that 
fide the way, and thus carnal reaſonings are apt to 
r2ike with ſuch , who kuow little of the worth of Chyiſts 
4 Vame, and certainly it is not onely a Sign o fthe decay 
it1 Godlineſs, bur a very ſinful decay for any Chriſtian 
profeſſor , to have ſo little preſence of Chriſt and his 
C3oſpel in his Heart , as to ſuffer upon mature conſide- 
ration, any Storm whatſoever , to carry him like Pe- 
ter Captive to the denyal. 7 never knew him, 1know 
not what thou ſayeſt , where is that old ſpirit that was 
in Godspeople under ſuch temptations in time paſt , 
IL will faith God ſmite all theſe people with the Peſti- 
lence, and difinheric it them , what then faith Aoſes in 
his Honourable Eſtimation of Gods name, Numb. 14 , 
15, 16. Now if thoy ſhalt kill all this people as one man, 
then the Nations which huzth heard the Fame of thee , will 
ſpeak ſaying , becauſe the Lord was not able to bring this 
people into the Land which the ſwore to them , ray 2 he 
hath ſlain them in the wilderneſs ; O Lord, never letmy 
Eyes ſeethis day, but rather blot my Name out of thy 
Book , then to ſuffer this reproach to come upon thy 
famous Name , what mean you to weep and þreak 
my Hart faich che Holy Apoſtle', I am ready not onely 
to be Bound bur to dieat Pern/;a/em, for the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus ; this bleſſed Name , that is in Scripture 
rightly Stiled , wonderful Conncellor”, mighty God, ever- 
laſting Father . Prince of peace; thete-names 0 Moſes, 
7oſhua, Paul, &c. were more precious then Gold, yea 
then fine Gold, yea the faireſt amongit ten thouſand , 
” - even altogerhtr Lovely ; but 1fhall proceecl to three or 
”- four Cauſes of this decay, &c. which being heeded, 
- Tay ſerve alſo as remedies againſt this decay.. In 0 
——— — ict, 
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Firſt, a Aaviſh fear of men ,” apd things pertaining 
to this life, Fear ye not the reproach of men', ntithet-bt 
afraid of theer revitings ;, Upon this ſcore, either:fea- 
ring men , or fearing looling-the-rhings pertaining to 
this life, *as Zohn 12: any belieied but d;d not; confeſi 
him, for fear of looſing their placd w''the S$7n9800886,;;; It 
is much co be feared thar wich regardeo this, 74 hear 
and bear to hear , jee and bear to ſee, know and beay th 
know , that diſhonour contracted to the name of Chriſt, 
and his goſpel, that otherwiſe they would not, / and 
certainly ought not ; have ns fellowſpip with unfruitfal 
Works of darkneſs,but rather reprove them , that is, come 
not 1n-company with them, yetif you mult, then re- 
buke them; for. any among their great friends,kindred, 
or any other, by whom perhaps they have great gain, 
tro bear with ſwearing, blaſpheming, deriding at Re- 
ligion , or other yain communications plainly argues 

a great Nayiſh fear to have poſſeſſed them, 

- Secondly, another Cauſe of this,may be an impotent 
love; thatis, your love to God proves weak or lame ; 
T here us no fear in love, but perfeft love caſts ont fear'; be 
canſe fear hath torment, _ 
\, Thirdly, Unskilfulneſs in the Decrine of ſclf.deni- 
al, may prove a great Cauſe of this decay , - z7hoſcever 
doth not take up his Croſs and follow me, cannot be my Diſ- 
*ciple , behold I go bound'in the ſpirit t9 Jeruſalem , , not 
knowing the things that ſhall befall me there, ſave that the 
holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, ſaying , bonds and af- 


fliftions abide me, but nie of theſe things move me, ntuther 


connt 1 my life dear to my ſelf, ſo I may finiſh my courſe 


with joy. | 

'Fourthly,- A doubtful mind of Gods Altſufficieney , 
and certainty , co. make up what damage may come 
through our care to his name and credit, both in this 
life, and char co come ;- Gods All-ſufficiency is neves 
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It > Sens of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 


ſo ſeen, as in the tinge of greateſt ſcarcity, or under the 


higheſt ſtraits ; Then ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of 
the Lord ; and as Gods ſufficiency 1s never ſo ſeen as 
then, in like manner he is never ſo obliged as then 
When perſons are ſuffering (through his grace) for his 
nameſake : T hey ſpall tay their hands on you , and perſe- 
CMte Jon, and bring Jou before Rulers for my names-ſake . 
but I will give you a month, and wiſdom , which all your 
adverſaries ſhall not be able to gain-ſay, Luke 21. 12, 13. 
bur | ſhall leave this to conſideration, and proceed to 
the 17 Signof Dying to Godlineſs. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Shewing, that ſinning through impatience, under Offences, 
15 a certain mark of deep decay ; with Objettions, and 
Anſwers, proving the degrees of anger, and three Can- 
ſes why Chriſtians are impatient unto ſin, 


SIGN XVII, 


Hem at a ſmall offence , you are uſually 
ſoimpatient, that you commit great fin. 
It is not poſſible toliye without offences giving, or 
taking, real or ſeeming; and ſuch is mans frailty in com- 
mon, that even under ſmall provocations, they are apt 
to yield to too deep an impreſſion, But for better an- 
derſtanding, it may be neceſſary to make ſome Obſer- 
vation upon this Sign, 
Firſt, As to the meaning of ſmall Offences, 
Secondiy, As to the kind of impatience here intended, 
Firit, By {mall Offences is meant, either ſmall with 
reſpe& to the little occaſion thar is given, perhaps but 


ſeemingly . or if real, yet ſo ſlender, as it would |. 


" wiſdom to wink atit, and but folly to be moved 
y it, 
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 113 

Seacondly,Smal as coming from the ſmalleſt occaſions; 
viz. earchly ; an error of lite, as co the things of Heaven» 
though ſma]l,being thar char is greater in miny degrees, 
than ſome error that may arife from che chings of this 
life , which by God are called che ſmall-{t matters. A 
Chriſtian may be eafily re .d more or leſs, {trong , or 
ſpiritual, as he is more or leſs feCted wich rhe offences 
thac this life miniſter to him , pphereas ther? is envyinge, 
debate, and ſtrife among you, are ye not carnal and walk, 
as men? 1 Cor. 3,2. 

Now the kind of impatience here intendedis,for ſmall 
offences to be ſo moved or inraged,as to run beyond the 
bounds of Go!s allowance , Be angry but ſin not ; let 
mot the $ un go down upon your wrath , Inctimating a great 
aptneſs inperſons, when provoked to be fo inraged as 
to continue and boyl in wrath, ſeeking for reyenge , 
contrary to Gods Councel, he in malice 4s.Gods Children. 

Object, But it may be obje&ted, wherher an allowance 
ol anger, or impatience under provocation may not 

e 

Anſw.There is an anger in good part, andin bad part, 
ſo to take offence or be angry, or impatfent, as to thirſt 
after perſonal revenge, or requital; ſurely it is not 
go0dz He that is ſo angry with his brother. ſpall be in dane 
ger of Judgment , for intheir anger they flew a man, and 
in their wrath they digged down a Wall , curſed be their 
anger, for it Was fierce, Gen. 49. 6, 7.Here impatience 


Is cakeninill part, and by Chriſtians to be abhorred and 


avoided , it being not of chat kind, Exod. 32. 19. 
And Moſes angir waxed hot ; full of zealous and fore 
diſpleaſure; not ſimply againſt their perſon, but againlt 
their fin, Thus God is faid co be angry wich his peo- 


- ple, when by their fins chey provoke him, amb t 1.10. 


But impatienceand anger in il! part, is ſuch as ruos 
out to the breaking the hedge of Government , run- 
| I 2 mng 
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ning into curſing, ſmearing, tumults, fight 
brawling. | | 

Object, 2.But it may be again Objeted, that the 
Sign it ſelf ſeems to 'giveaHlowance of great arger , or 
impatience . under great Offences ; for it ſaith , Wher 
at a ſmal offence you are fo impatient , that you commit 
great fin. | 

Anſw. Doubtleſs under great Offences, greater dif- 
pleaſure may be manifeſted , but let the growing hea- 
yen-boxrn Chriſtian, fet up hisſtandard here , that at 
no offence ſmall or great, hemay dareat any hand to 
break down'the wall ; in a word, Be angry and ſin 
ot, Epheſ:' 4- 26. By this means we make our quar- 
re},Gods;: to whom vengeance belongs , and: he will 
righteouſly repay, otherwiſe, that is, when impatience 
carries us into the path of {innnig. we make the quarrel 
our own, and take Gods work from him , and ſ» in- 
cur his diſpleaſure upon us: The good Lord pive in 
wiſdom and {trength to Chriſtians here,-under all pro- 
vocations, whether great or ſmall, in Church or Fa- 
mily, from friend or enemy, that they /et patience have 
;ts perfe work,, rather to the ſuffering any wrong , 
then committin$ the leaſt fin, How like our Head the 
Lord Jeſus would this declare us to be ? who did zot ſin, 
neither was gnile found in his mouth , yet when he was re- 
ned, reviled not azin., when he ſuffered threatned net , 
(took it mot meekly) and committed himſelf to him th at 
juageth righteouſly. | 

Objeft. 3. But it may be 0bjeRed again, whether by |. 
this Superiours as Governors, Parents, or Maſters,may 
or not be angry with their Inferiours ? 

Aaſw. Yes, and correQthem to, but. it muſt be as 
their drinking was in Efhers\ time, 'according to the 
Law of Gods allowance; Read for our rulein this caſe, ; 
(and let us live and die by it) Nehems. 5.6, 7, 9, And 
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7 was very angry when I heard their cry, and theſe words, 
then I rebuked the Nobles and Rulers ſaying, It 5 not good 
that you do, onght ye not to walk in the feqr of our Goa, be” 
cauſe,of the reproach of the Heathen our enemies. O le 
Chriſtians make this their rule under all provotarions , 
to keep withih the fear of God, becayſe of "the re- 
proach of the Adverſary; yea, let your provocation be 
what it will, or from whome it will, friend or entmy , 
child or ſervant them that have moſt cauſe or leaſt cauſe, 
fill remember and keep to this , it is better ten thou- 
ſand times ten thonſard, patiently to ſuffer, than im- 
patiently to and ſuffer roo; by the one, others do us 
wrong. by the other we do our felves wrong ; St. Part 
meets with ſome Chriſtians in the Corinth Church un- 
der this Dying Sign, x Cor. 7. 6, Brother goeth to Law 
with Brother,and that before the unjuſt too : He preſcribes 
the Remedy, that they rather :ake wrong (though from 
Brethren) axd /uffer themſelves to be defrauded. The 
Proverb is worth our heeding in this kind, (irwill nor 
countervail gur coſt) better patiently take the wrong, 
than with (inning ſeek our right. 

I ſhall now come to two or three Cauſes of this De- 
cay, Which being obſerved and avoyded, yay alfo 
ſerve as Remedies againſt this decay or dying Sign. 

Firſt, the firſt Cauſe , want of Government over 
our own ſpirits. 

Secondly, Too high eſteem of worldly Injoyments. 

- Thirdly, Cumbring our ſelves with any buſineſs. 

For the firlt, viz, Wanr'of government over our own 
ſpirit; that is, not being Lords over our own Paſſions, 
having chem at our Chriſtian beck, when to be angry , 
and to what degree , Ignorance of our bounds here , 


make us Beaſt like; 1 were envious @ the fooliſh, when 


1 [av the proſperity of the wicked ; ſaying, 1 have waſh- 
ed my heart in vain , and cleanſed my hands in an” ; 
: I 3 Pſal, 
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116 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
Pſal. 73-0 fooliſh and ig19rant was 1, even as a Feaſt bee 
fore thee. He that hath no rule over his own Spirit us 
lihe a City without Walls and broken dowa, Want oi g0- 
vernment over ofir own ſpirit, makes us #5 naked or 
deſolate, as an unfortified City, whole Walls are bro- 

kendown, Prov. 25. 28, 4 
_ Secondly, Too hivh eſteem of worldly Injoyments , 
He that will hardiy be moved at a bigger thing, will 
not eaſily be moved fora pin, All offznces are a kind 
of loſs, being ſomething cht croſſeth the grain of our 
ſpiric; now anſwer. bjeto the eſtimation we have more 
orleſs of our loſs, will our offences taking be, Iris put- 
ting too high a value of earthly Injoyments , as Hulf- 
band, Wife, Children, Houſe or Land, Gold or S$il- 
yer, that makes us fo impatient at their loſs or leaving, 
Set your affettion, ſaith St. Paul, on things abrve , not on 
things below, T he timegs ſhoyt it remaineth that they that 
have wives, be as though they had nome; and they that 
weep, as thrugh they weep mit ; and they that buy as thiugh 
they poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. 7.29, The Apoſtle would have 
them to carry about with them their outward Injoy- 
ments, as a Traveller. carries his old Coat about with 
him, every day thinking to throw it of ; and if he looſe 
it, or Be robbed of it, doth not much trouble himſelf , 
for heſets lirtle value upon jt: Would Chriſtian Tra. 
vellers feek to ſoar high in their affeRions, how lite 
tle would this little little worldly pelf, ſeem to us 

1n ourgetting or looling, 1 Coy. 6. 2. Phil. 3. 8. 

Thirdly, A third cauſe of our Impatience, and a 
third Remedy againſt it is, to avoyd much cumbring our 
Felf with any buſineſs ; that is, a filling our hands too 
full, over charging our ſelves, taking more upon us, 
than we are ablg, to manage with ſubmiſſion to better 
things,and ſo hinder mediation and contemplation about 
thoſe laſting things of Heaven, which occaſions a free- 
| Zing 
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' of their worſhip, Pharaſaical like, and at the ſame 


Zing of the ſpirits, and ſo we {in and fall as every lizcle 
crouble comes in our way ; whereas a joyful ſpirit, chat 
isinlarged and at liberty, Bears allthings, believes alt 
things, endures all things, ts mt eafily provoked , as2 
Cor. 13+ atlarge ſhews : allthis while a ſpirit cumbred 
is in bondage, and quickly fretted, like a ſcald head 
ſoon broken ; Take heed leaf at any time your heart b? 
evercharged, Luk 21. 34. 1 would have you be without 
carefulneſs, 1 Cor. 7.32. Martha, Martha, thor art 
troubled, andcumbreſt thy ſelf about many things, but 
Mary hath made choice , or bufied her ſelf about that goed 
part that ſhall never be takes from her, Luke 10. laſt, 
Conlider what you read, and the good Lord pive you 
underſtanding. Amen, 


CHAP. XVIII, 


Provies thoſe Chriſtians tobe almoſt dead, that make it 
more their buſineſs , to get the Form than the Power of 
Keligion, with Canſes and Remedies. 


SIGN XVIII 
Hen you are more careful to get the words 


of Chriſts People , than the ſpirit of 

Chriſts People 5 the Form than the Power. 
That is, the name andout-lide of Reformation, ra- 
ther than che ſpiritand power of Reformation, when 
the ſtrength and bent of all their care, lies in trimming 
thy ſelf to appear before men righteous or religious. 
Perſons may go very far in this with great ſelt-ſecurity, 
reſting barely upon outſide performances, getting fine 
words, and painted expreſſions, making a great ſhow 


time liveunder the dominion of ſome baſe /uff, 1/a. 1. 
11,12, 14, 14. To what purpoſe ts the multitude of your 
| : Sacrafices 
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S acrifices to me, ſaith the Lora? - I am full of the burnt 
Offerings of Rams , and fat of fed Beaſts, I delight not 
7 the blood of Bullocks, or Lambs, or tHee-goats : When 
Ju come to appear before me who hath required this at 
Jour hands © totread my Conrts? Your new Moms and 
appointed Feaſts , they are a trouble to me, 1 am wea 
to bear them , for your hands are full of blood. They 
were then under the guilt of (in, or dominion or both , 
and yet at the ſame time full of outward +ervices, and 
mighty buſie in their :Worſhip, Hear ye this ye men of 
7ugah, that enter inat thife gates to worſhip the Lord , Do 
not truſt in lying words , ſaying , The Temple of the Loyd , 
#he Temple of the Loyd; for the T emple of the Lord is 
this, If ye througly amend your Ways and doings, if you 
throughly execute judgment betWeen a man and hu neigh- 
bour , and oppre/s mot the poor, fatherleſs, or widow , in 
this 1 delight. Fer.7. It is clear here allo, theſe reltgd 
meerly .in outwards, and lived under the daminion of 
very baſe laſts , at the very time they ſeemed fo zealous 
for the Lord. 
And it is very muchto be feared , many now adayes 
run inthe ſame channel, Ezek 33.31, 32. Come [pray 
on and hear what u the word that cometh forth from the 
Lord';* and they come before thee as my people ds ,,and with 
their month ſhew much love ,, ( but-mark at the ſame time ) 
their heart runs after Covetonſneſs. . Theſe were Hypo- 
erites-in Zion, that ſhelter themſelves in the outſide of 
Religion, Covering Gods Altar with tears, Mal. 2. 8, 
33, Yet he regards them not, ſecing ſuch to be but no» 
minal Chritians, ard therefore abhors them exceeding- 
iy: The Scripture ſeems.to intimate this as a very com- 
monoverſpreading weed, not rare.to be found , bur 
rather rare to be avoided in profeſſors. - Let usthere- 
"fore all look to our ſelves, prove our own work, ſo ſhall , 
pe bqve reoycing #1 our ſelves alonc ; Mat. 23. 14: 15. 
r | | or 
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for a-pretence make long prayers, Rom. 2. 18, I9, 20, Be- 


hold thog art called"a feW , reſteſt in the Law, "makeſ 
thy boaſt of God, being confident that thou thy ſelf art a 
guide of the blind, a light to them in darkneſs ; at the 
fame time under the dominion of Sin. ' 


But -what may be the Cauſes of this, that perſons ' 


ſhould take ſuch pains in Religion , and at the ſame 
time be but meer painted Sepulchres ? * | 

Anſw, Firſt, groſs ignorance 2 Temporal advance- 

Secondly , Carnal ſecurity. ment, 

Firſt Groſs ignorance , that God did never inſtitute 
Laws for Laws ſake; bur for his Name ſake, and finhers 
ſaving , never placing happineſs inthem, but in hini 
chat is the author of chem. O then what ignorance and 
madneſs isit, for people to content themſelves with 
feſh-circumciſion , God will-punifſh ſuch with the 'un- 
circumciſed, fer. 9. laſt. Behold the dayes come, ſaith the 
Lord, that 1 will puniſh the circumciſed with, or as traly 
as, the wncireumciſed , for the one hath it not in the 
fleſh, and the other not in the heart. 

Secondly, Carnal ſecurity; Thar is, dream they ſhall 
be accepted becauſe great Prayers, great PreaChers 
great goers to' Church ( though this be 
in it ſelf ) yet this is filchy and bad, when either it 
is alone or reſted'in'; When they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafes 
ty, then ſuddain deftruftion cameth wpon them:;,\as travail 
upon a Woman with child, and they ſpall »ot':2fcape 
1 Theſs. 5. 3; EI Ag 

This Carnal ſecurity is like' to prove the damning fu 
of thouſands in our very Ape , it appeareth in Scripture 
to be one of the common ſins of Profeſſors ;" in the 
time of Noah, they eat, drank bought, ſold, married} 


andgave in marriage, that is things lawful in themſelves 


with ſubmiſſion to more noble employment , was not 


- condemnable, but this is that they were given uj B 
We - 1 ticle, 
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120: Signs of a Dying or Deceying Chriſties., © 
\ -theſegas if they did wholy addi& chemſelves to theſe, 
as.to a Trade, it was all they bended their minds unto ; 
the man in the Goſpel was ſecure that went into the 
Marriage withour the Wedding Garment, the five Vir- 
gins was ſecure, the five Churches in 4/;a was ſecure, 
though in danger, and chreatned wichout ſpeedy repen- 
tance, to be ſpewed out of Gods mouth ; doth not this 
Carnal Secnrity raign greatly among many Profeſſors 
in our own experience (may we nottear) take up their 
reſt and hope, for Salvation, upon what they have 


E: done, leaning upon a read, have Sheets not large'enough 


to cover them, are we notapt tilt our works are {tor- 
med by eminent danger and approach of Death, to 
neglet che preſerving all, and all manner of diligence, 
to make or prove our Calling or EleRionſure, by going 
on in the daily Addition of Faith, Vertue, Knowledge , 
T emperance, Patience, Goaline(s, Brotherly Love , are 
we not as barren of true ſpiritual increaſe, and at beſt 
bur, or leſs, lively then twenty years.agone , and yer 
pleaſe our ſelves with the hopes of Salvation, never 
conſidering on what foundation our hopes are grounaed, 
for confidence of being ſayed', is in many wicked livers, 
whoſe Works declare, their Faith is nota Faith of tire 
Goſpel kind, which purifieth the Soul ; therefore eve- 
xy confidence of Salvation is no Faith of acceptance, with 
God, unleſs it_be accompanied with underſtanding of 
that cruth it founds his Confidence on ; may not this 
call for wayling onall hands, to behold and hear thoy- 
ſandsin our Land, that belch out their helliſh Oathes 
and imprecations , upon trifling occaſions , uttering 
vain hopes for Salvation, while at the ſame time they 
ſwear themſelves into Damnation, and yet who ſo con- 
fident as they , unto whom not onely but even to the 
beſt of Profeſſors, I humbly recommend theſe (ix Scrip- 
tures , for proof of the truth of their eſtate of accep- 

| trance 
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rance with God. Rom.8. 10, And if Chriſt be not wn. | 
you, the body is dead becauſe of ſin, but the Spirit is life, | 
betauſe of righteouſneſs. 2 '..0r. 5. 17. T herefore if any ' > 
man be in Chriſt he is a new Creature, old things are 
paſſed away, behold all things are become new Galat, 
5. 24. And they that are Chriſts hav? Crucified the fl:ſh 
with the affeftions and Inffr.' Chap. 6. 14. But God 
forbid that I ſhrnld glory [ave in the Croſs of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, by whom. the world is Crucified unto me, and 
1 wunio the world, 1 John 2.6. He thas ſaith he abideth 
in him ought himſelf alſo ſo to walks, even as be Walked. 
Chap. 3.3. And every man that hath this hope in hin 
perifyeth himſelf even as he 1 pre. 

1 biraly , Temporal Advancement, alrhough it is 
not an infallible Mark of Sincerity, when it is certain 
by the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity we meet with Tem- 
poral diſadvantage, Loſs in Trade, Reputation, yet it 
1s a conſiderable Argument to ground a Charitable be» 
liefe of the truth of Sincerity in ſuch: a perſon, and, 
indeed, was a preyailing Argament with the Primi, 
tive Chriſtians to admit Diſciples at the firſt Confeſſion 
of their Faith into a Goſpel-Church, and not much of 
any further Enquiry into the manner. of their palt- 

ife; for, that it could not rationally be preſumed they 
did lightly attempt what they deſired, in regard ſack 
certain loſs by the Croſs did attend the ſameg but, 
on the contrary, it is. yery evident in the Scripture, that 2 
the fear of the Croſs kept many from following 
Chriſt; for, am9ng the Chief Rulers there was nota * 
few that believed on him, bur durit not Confelſs, for 
fear they ſhould be turned outof the Synogague : and 
it is as cleare many did lezve all to follow him, to take 
part with his hard fair, neither Shoes ſometimes to 
their Feer, neither 2cat nor Afomty, ſo that if they 
had not Faith egough to truſt God for their roving , 
| without 
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without any viſible way to Sence,tnuſt even quit, Chris. 


\Yoak, or not come under it, and take their own way 


for their own ſupply ; but on the contrary, when Tem- 
poral Advancement is as viſably probable to attend che 


/Profeflion of Religion, and thar it is very much to 


be preſumed in the eye of Sence, that it will advatice 
Trade,and occaſion an increaſe of Reputation : in ſuch 
a day as this, it very nearly concernes ſuch as are un- 
der this probable Temptation, to take conſiderable 
heed they do not run before they be ſent , thar is, do 
not leap into the outſide of Profeition for Profeſſions 
fike , becauſe it is ſo much in faſhion, that they are 
In a very faite way to obtain the Rulers Favour by it ; 
for, it is very certain the Rulers Favour hath proved 
a wofujl Snare to many, to quit a good Conſcience, 
when the contrary-turned to their adyantage, chough 
at laſt it hath brought them to the peeping-Croſs, 
like King Henry the Eights Favourite, that with wo- 
full Cries upon his Death-bed, rold the King, Nothing 
now were his trouble, like this, char he had been more 
Faithfull co Him then co his God, and were now like 
to meet with a wof#ll reward, for that he had ſtudied 
more to pleaſe Him then his Maker. Though ex- 
crexme Poverty be no ſufficient Argument to obſtrut 
perſons , being upon their Profeſſion admitted into 
Chriſk Fold, becauſe the Poor receive the Goſpel in 
Chriſts account , yer certainly this Text hath. been 
much miſconſtrued, and doth not onely intend Tem- 
poral Poverty, but Poverty of Spirit, yet, How ma- 
ny Carnall Empty Spiritually Poor, as well as Tem- 
porall, have in our day made more haſt than Gods- 
ſpeed , or for the Churches Peace; to get into the 
Fold more for Loaves then Love : not that this is to 
hinder, or ſuppoſe that none extreame Poor in Out- 
wards can be Sincere , but, as it is a Material. Circum- 
| | ſtance, 
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ſtance, that ſuch as are Wealthy, canhave lictle by-end, 
to joyn themſelves. in Fellowſhip with that People 
where Weekly Charge will call for cheir continued aſ- 
fitance zo. Communicate the ſame. In a word, nei- 
ther Condition of Temporal Advancement, or 1ts.con» 
trary (as both attend our Profeſlion- in Religion, can 
be without their Temptations)_and often, as one hath 
Nain its Ten thouſands, the other hath ſlain its Thou- 
ſands; ſo that there is no ſafety, nor ſeaſon for Secu- 
rityin either Condition ,-, but'an abſolute neceſlity of 
being (till upon our, Watch for moſt of the Spirit of 
Chrifs People, and lealt of the contrary, and fot paſs 
ro the next Sign of dying in Godlineſs. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Containing in it a deſcription of a decaying Chriſtian, by 
his light trouble at Miſtarriages , thiugh known to 
Gods eye, while kept from Atans eye , with Three 
ſpecial Cauſes of this Decay, 


SIGN XIX, 


Hen you are not much troubled at your 
own Miſcarriages, while they are kept 
from publick view, 

By Miſcarrizges here, I would be underſtood, the 
failings and fallings of Gods Children, not wilfully nor 
alrogether willingly, but through infirmity, being over» 
taken, or as it were inſnared before they are aware, 
yet truly privy to what'they have done, and not igno- 
rant-they have gone out of the way : Nevertheleſs if 
their going thus far in ſight and ſenſe of uneven walk- 
ing, be found without much trouble, it is moſtevis 
dent then their caſe is very ſad; Now whois wa 
STS HED | ives 
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* Jive and fins not? tKing. 8. 46. And whois he that = 
can hide whar he doch from an All-ſeeing-eye, P/al: 
139. 7- And what is ir that puts diſtinQion between 
a youu mans ſinning, and a bad mans ſinning ? but that 
the one {ins with all his will, the ocher, with ſcarce any 
of his will, to the one what he doth is matter of de. 
light, to the other what he doth is his ſickneſs; rhough 
it is true he doth it, yer his heart is prieved for it: 
now the more or leſs a good man is troubled upon 
this ſcore, the more or leſs is his decay ; where che 
awful ſight of & ods eje is much reverenced, there all 
— are ſoon diſcerned and much avoided ; 
but che leſſer any mans beſet with this grace, leſſens 
his fear co the greater, and heightens his fear co che 
leffer : that is, Gods eze isnot ſo much run from as mans 
eye: one of the higheſt remprations to fin being (e- 
creſie;,, and one of the greateſt ſeaſons to try whether 
a man hath good will todo amiſs orno; it having in 
it no kind of let to touch his ſenſitive part, with care 
or fear to eſchew ir, becauſe that viſible ſhame that 
ſin brings, in all probabilicy cannot come , then Satan 
is at work mightily, havingthe higheſt opportunity , 
unleſs the Conſcience be fouud very tender, colitis 
#he heart into a trenbling ſenſe of that piercing &fe of 
the Almighty ; ſaying with ob, Doth not be ſer m 
wayes, and count all my ſteps? Chap, 31.42. What elſe 
.can hinder cloſing with temptation to a high degree ? 
now ſuch miſdoing as this, of ſecret ſinning, found 'in 
any, and they not much croubled becaufe it is not 
_ "made known, let the fin chey- haye committed be 
' Hever ſo ſmall in account : yer a fin-doth' prove ſuch 
ery deſolate of the Grice of God, 

--.. mmnon, one of Davids Sons, being evil diſpoſed 
towards Tamar bis Siſter, is noc thoughtful at all of 
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as this ſaying proves, Have a2 Men ont from me, 2 Sat: 
13.9. none but T amar muſt ſtay-with him, cowards 
whom he is wickedly deſigned , running into Gods 
eye without all fear, ſo he may run from Mans eye : / 
It was not thus with good 7oſeph Zacobs Son, when he 
had as much if not more ſecrelie, and the temptation 
without very ſirong, to have drawn him into high miſ- 
carriages; at ſuch a time in a reſiſting way, gives this 
reply, How can 1 do this great wickeavicſs and fin againſt 
God? Gen. 39. 9. In like manner Axzanias and $e- 
phira, that ſold their Poſſeilions, under pretence of gj- 
ving the price as a Free-will Offering to the Lords 
uſe; but when required to ſpeak the truth, whether 
or nothey kept any thing back, in fear to Mans eye ra- 
ther than Gods eye, ſins at a high rae Lying, as the 
Scripture gives it, to the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 5. 1,2, 3,4- 
But as itis the practiſe of decaying Chriſtians, to be 
moſt careful to keep their Miſcarriages from Mans 
eye: inlike manner, their ſorrow at the ſight of ſin, 
is diſtinguiſhable to be different from the ſorrow of 
the growing Chriſtian; though his miſcarriage may 
be only known to God. ſaying, with David, Againſt 
thee , thee only bave 1 ſinned, and done this wickedneſs 
in thy ſight , that thou mighteft be juſtified when thou 
ſprakeſt, and clear when thox judgeſt : On the contra- 
ry, as Jeremiah complains, 1 hearkned and heard, but 
they ſpake not aright, no mas repented him of his evil, 
ſaying, what have 1 done, every one turneth to his ow 
conrſe, as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battel. Bat I ſhall 
proceed to the Canſes of this decay, which maybe 
referred to theſe three; Firſt, Blindneſs inthe Un- 
derftanding; or Secondly, Want of Fear to God; 
Thirdly, Want of Love to God, (7.) Blindneſs in 
the Underſtanding , this may be called the Evil of E- 
vis, for that it is the Devils Gravd Anvil, on which | 
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 " he doth Frame the firſt beginnings of al exzl; 'heis 
rightly tiled the Prince of darkneſs, becauſe his works 
are .done moſt of all on perſons Dark, in the Vnudez- 
ſtanding , which makes us fit matter for him to trade 
with: for, whatſoever Man doth entertain «s his 
Choice, be it good or bad, it is received by the Under- 
ſanding , which muſt be ſatisfied with ſome valua-. 
ble, real, or ſeeming worth in it, before it is accepted : 
As Vertue is a Jewel worth all our Labour, and fit to 
be purchaſed ar any rate, becauſe of the excellent ad- 
vantage it doth ennoble and enrighe perſons unto,. and 
for which many have given up themſelves, fo valuable is 
its purchaſe; yet is itof no more worth to a deprayed 
underſtanding, then the choiſeſt Colours to a man na- 
turally blind, 4p like manner, Sins and Miſcarriages 
againſt God, cheir dreadful ſting being hid from the 
Underſtanding , a Carnal Profeſſor not ſeeing with 
thoſe eyes what a rewardis laid up in God for Vertyue, 

and what a Paniſhment is prepared of God for Jni- - 
k , gity, -proves a leading Argument with the Fleſh, 
 tocall Yertues wayes too ſtrait and troubleſome, and the” 
” way of Sis at the ſame time as the Stolge waters, 
Feet and pleaſant , this is the true cauſe why the All- 
piercing eye of God is not reverenced, as the great- 
eſt Tye both co avoid Sin or Mifcarriages, *and to be 
troubled for any progreſs in thatRode, for, a truely 
enlightned underitanding repreſents the preſence. of 

God allwayes ſo near, as that it ſeates a reverence of 
this God in'the heart, rooted, and-in the life evi- 
denced, P/al. 16.8. P/al. 109. O Lord, ſaith David, 
.thou haſt ſearched me, and known me, thou knoweſt 
my.down. ſitting, and. up-riling, 'thou underſtandeſt 
 . mythoughts a farr off, and art acquainted; with all-my 
 wayes; here is an open paſſage in Davids under- 
ſanding for the All-piercing eye of God, TN 
nowWes 
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Signrof #Dying or Deraying Chriſtian. 1274. 
knows to be 'a Heart ſearcher, a Virtue rewarded, 4 * 
Sin puniſher ,, and rherefore after he'had made his ac- 
knowledgment of Gods Omnipreſence, with chis per- 
tinent 'and powerſul Applicapion in Prayet to him ; 
cloſerh all, ſaying, Search me, O God, and know my 
heavt , try me, and\ know my thoughts, and ſce if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead mein the way ever- 

' laſting ; th:t is, 1n the Path of Vertue, which certain- 
ly centers in eterna] happinefs. P/al. 139. 1,2, 23, 24s 
This was Davids frame, 

But when our Underſtandings are fo depraved, that 
we can walk on ſmoothly, like the Harlot, faying, 
Come, ler us take our fill of love antil the morning , 
ler us ſollace our ſelves with love , for the good man. is 

- notathome, he is gone along journey : Hear 1 che 
abſent eye of the Husband, he is gone a long journey, 
whar now is inthe way ? her Underſtanding is ſo blind 
as ro the perceiving privity of God, he is not in her 


thoughts once to make anſwer; bur God is near and 
ſeeth my ways, and counts my goings in like manner. 


The young Man being void of underſtanding goeth 

* after her ſtraighr way, not knowing thar the dead are 
there, and chat her gueſts are ta the depths of Hel. 

\ Secondly, Want of the fear of God, is a cauſe of 
this decay, be whoſe heart is poſleſt with the fear of 
God, as knowing his. greatneſs and goodneſs, his 

' mighty power andarm to ſave or deſtroy. Though ſuch 
an one wants no power or ſecrecy, to offend this God 
by commirting aQual evil againſt this God, yet dare 
not, canvor, will not do it, but were it not for the. 

Fear of God, conjd and wonld do what they cannor, 

 nordarenot. The Kingof Egypr commands the He- 
brew Midwives, that if a Son were born, they ſhould 
kill. bim ; and who chen ſhall blame them, ſeeing a 
een una ig ne __ 


King commands them : But the Hebrew Midwives 
feared God, and did not do +5 the King of Egypt 
commanded the:;:, but faved the Male-childrenalive, 
Exod. 1'17. Good Nehemiah had as great a power to 
exact heavy burdens as any of the former Governors 
that had been before him, bur acquitteth himſelf in 
theſe words, So did not I, b:cauſe of the fear of God, 
Thele perſons wanted neither power, nor jecrecy, to 
have complied with the tempiations beiore them ; yer 
they are held by this precions Grace, the feer of God. 
When the Holy Scripture muttereth together + + ribe 
of Felliſh ations, Mens throats an open Sepulcher, 
their tongues full of deceit, the poyſon of Aſpes un- 
der their lips, their. mouthes full of curſing and birter- 
neſs, their feet ſwift to ſhed blood ; as a reaſon'of 
this liſt of black Deeds, the Holy Spirit tells us, The 
fear of God is net before their eyes, Rom:3. 18. That is, 
they have not a reverential apprehenlion of the Ma- 
jeity of God” as preſent in all places, and at all times, 
always beholding both the evil and good actions of 
them that fearech-or ſweareth an Oath ; ſo thar it is 
the expreſs charge of God, to his Heaven-born Chil 


dren, in order to their certain progreſsin Grace, that. 


they pur on, as their cloathing, the garment of the fear 
of the Lord all the day long, and if we look for that 
priviledge of calling God Father, thento paſs the time 
of our dwelling here in fear, x Per.1.17. aſſigning it 
as an eflential, not onelytoche well-being, but to the 
very being of Chriſtianity, without which kinde of 
habitual fear, ir is nor poſſible ro have the Root of 
the Matter in us, By a!l which 1cis evident, that if 
our ſecret (ins, are not our deep fores, although kept 
from m3ns eye, that we are yery deſtitute of the. fear 


/ 


Thircly, 
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Signs of a Dying 0r Decaying Chriſtian, 129 & 
Thirdly, Want of loveto God, is a cauſe of this 
decay; did welove him as we ought, we would not «+ 
ſo wound him as wedo? our Ignorance, whata great” 
God the Lord Almighty, Makerof Heaven and Earth, 
and the Seas and Fountains of Water ? that did bur 
ſay, Let there belight, and there was light , that did 
bur ſay to the proud Ways of the Se: be &i1], and 
they obeyed his voice. thzt div bur command the 
Eaſt Wind. to blow, and the Red Sea became as dry 
Lind; A\-aat chenext voice of his word returned in 
its fuil frrengch, and devoured the King of Zgypr, and 
all his Chariots and Horimen , fo that not one of them 
eſcaped. Our ſweet Singer of Jſracl, when be comes 
ro make this bis mednation,cryes out 1n his great ſence 
of the Majeſty-of God, Whar ailed thee O Sea, that 
thou fleddeſt ! thou 7orday, that thou waſt driven 
back | ye Mountains, that you skipped like Rambs , 
+ and ye little Hills like Lambs! O faid David, Iwill 


tell thee, Omy Soul, what was the matter ! The pre- 
fence of the Lord was there , tremble thou Earth at the 
preſence of the Lord; at the preſence of the Ged of Ja- 
cob, Which turned the Rock into a fkanaing Water, the 
Flint into a Fountain of Water ! As if he ſhould fay, 
If thou did% but underſtand his greatneſs , and bis 
gooUneſs, thou wouldſt both .fear bim and love 
bim 


Now the Underſtanding doth not embrace Truth - 
with deſire, becauſe it isa Truth, for ſo is Hell ; but 
becauſe it is an uſeful, defireable, ſuitable, and durable 
> | Truth, ſo is God: Did we know him, we ſhould love 
> | bim; andthe more we increaſe in knowledge of God, 
the more we ſhall grow out of love with our ſelyes, 
and increaſe of love to God, for God is love, and 
anſwerable to the knowledge we have of his Loveli- 

' |\ neſs. Will our afk:Rion be __ out to him, it is 
2 lore 
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, #30 Sigus of 6Dy1 , 
bwve makes the Law eafie, it was Chrifts love made him 
bear with Peter, and feck to reſtore him fo early; 
after he had denied him fo utgratefully. And it was 
the Seed of true love in Peter , that drew him upon 
Chriſts new admonition to weep ſo birterly, The love 
of the Lotd underſtood by a finner, ; his Creation love, 
his Redemption love, his Vocation love, and Salya- 
tion loye, being all free loves, without the leaſt Merit, 
makes the Soul look back, and ſee its (ins in itswoful 
Die ; - then looks forward and. fees its Lord with the 
Print of the Nails in his hands, and the print of the 
Spearin his ſide, And now appears Chriſt full of love, 
and now the Soul is fick of love. From hence arifeth 
true hatred for ſin as fin ; and now no need to be ſuf. 
pected not to weep for ſuch miſcarriages, as are kept 
from publick view ; and here is chen the rrue diſtinion 
berween a real, growing, and bur-a CO ; 
the one, his ſin is: his ſore , becauſe God ſees ; the 
other; his ſin is his ſore, becauſe Mari ſees, 
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CHAP."XX. 


F —_— the.heart very bad, When under faults it can- 
ec 


not bear plain dealing ; with three Canſes of  thit 
badveſs ; and direftions for the Chriftian admonifoet 
to take [x Companions along with him. 


SIGN XX: 


, \ \ T Hen you lawt leaft thoſe Chriſtians that deal 


moſt faithfully with you, in the opening 


Jour ſores, and tendering your Remedies. 


It is a trongerevidence of a bad Spirit, when per- 


+ ſons come to this paſs; either they muſt be unſenſible 
| of their bad-ſtate, or elſe willing to continue a it 


, 


through a hardened heart ; bur may be eaſily diſcero- 
ed ina Church, eicher by:their itching at moſt plain 


+; ſoul-ſcarchingDorine , or their eſtrangedneſs to the 
* moſt zealous ſpiricual Brethren; and if there be a 


luke-warm Chriſtian in the Charch, a thouſand co one 


| butheis moſt oftheir ſociety ; they may alſo be ktiown 


by this, they are greateſt ſtrangers co the difficulceſt 


{ duties, *cis hard to bring them roearly dwies, and as 
. hard to hold themar late vices z/in a word, you may 


- 


ſo manifeſt; that he that rins may read them ; bur as 
| | K | 


have their eompany, but it mult be at ſervices moſt 


. afie; when ſome outward credit may accrue to them 


by their profeſſion; then none ſhall ſeem more apr 
and ative then themſelves, and God that beſt knows 
þ. -greatly abhors this; and will chaſtiſe ſuch 

' $ as' gre not careful to remove, and willalfo 
in due time, make ſuch perſons by one means or other, 


there 


_ * 
—_— \ *, 
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there are 


ly with chetn7"even ſo, there are ſome that out of 


will not like them that deal faithſul- 'Þ 


perſonal reſpe&t to-ſach, and for fear to loſe their * 


favour, 'will not tell them ſo nakedly of their ſores ; 
but in-love to their perſons ſpeak faintly of their ſins, 
-and ſo. hate their | Souls, In ſhew theſe area mans 
oreateſt friends, but in truth his greateſt enemies, wit- 
neſs the falſe Ptophets, 1 Kivgs 22, 6. Shall Igo 
againſt Ramoth Gilead ro battel, or ſhall ] forbear ? 
and they (aid go np,for the Lord hath delivered it into thy 
hand. And when a Prophet of the Lord one A4icaiah 
is'called for, ver/, 13. They would fain have ſeduced 
him to ſpeax good words, as they called it, that is 
pleaſant promiſes, though they were lyes ; Thus we 
may ſee the propercy of ſome falſe Prophets, that 
for an Angel will cry up a perſon asif he were almoſt 
at) Angel, it was eyen ſo in Feremiah'*s time, Chap. $. 
They have bealed the hurt of the Daughter of my people 


ſlightly, crying, peace, peace, When there was no peace. 


When God would not, nor righteouſly could not, 
ſpeak'peace but war, becauſe of their miſdoings ; yet 
theſe falſe Prophets make promiſes of peace to them , 
thongh in their fins, thar as God by the Prophet Zze- 
kiel'complains, Chap. 13. Sowe pillows nnder arm-holes 
for: pieces of bread, and handfnls of barly. Sparing 
what he would haye deſtroyed, and deſtroying what 
he would have ſpared. 

It isa very great Judgment upon a Church or peo- 
ple, to have ſuch amongſt them, as will ſpeak peace 
to any out of the way of peace; itis as bad a judg- 


mevt upon thoſe perſons, that love not thoſe that Þ 


ſpeak war to them, when their impenitency ſpeaks 
the ſame ; yet of ſuch the Apoſtle St.. Pax! complains, 


Gal. 4.15, 16. Am"/ therefore become your enemy, be- 
 canſe I tell you thetrmh 2 Doubtleſstheſe G alathians 


ſpeak. 
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Prophet Ames, Chap. 7, 10. who ſay, The land it 
#ot able to bear his words , once this ſame Church could 


' have pulled out their eyes ( if it had been poſfible )) to 


have done thisſame Apoltle good ; Now counts him 
their enemy for telling'them the truth. / 
| Before I paſs tothe canſesof this decay, I ſhall of- 
fer ſomething by way of Caution, touching the A D-= 
:- "onda and the ADVISED, Firſt tothe Ad- 
viſor, 
I haye ſeen in my experience many an uſeful and 
needful admonition, proye .as Water ſpilt upon the 
ground, ' for want of $ix Companions, that the Chri- 


{tian Admoniſher in his fairhiul dealing with his Bro- 


ther in che opening his Sores, and tendrinp his remedies 
ought always to bring along with him ; their names 
are worthy to be known, and their Company ptized 
in this Caſe, Thename of the Bllt, is Conſideration x 


, the Second, is Love : the Third, is 7 ime : the Fourth, 


is Matter : the Fifth, is ſanner : and the Sixth, is End; 

Firf, Conſideration, Haye | heard or ſeen my 
Brother commit a Treſpaſs, Now what ſaith Confi- 
deration? Ie firſt goes to Prayerin its Cloſer ; and 
then adviſeth me ro weigh the Treſpaſs in Gods Bal= 
lance, whether” Great or Small, whether'apaitiſt 


| the Firſt Table or Second, or both, whether more 


Accidentalor Habitual ; under what Circumſtances of 
Apggravation, lefs or more, whether hurryed by the 


' - Strength of Tempration; and fo Sin ſought him ; or 
| whether the Tempration Remote, and fo he ſought 
' the fin, and thus Conſideration dorh irs office, as to 


the Sin ; but keeps all in his oz 6-eaff, rill a further 
progreſs, and having conſidered the Sin and its De 
crees. Now Confidtration weighs the Conſtitution, 


. and Condition of the Perſon , i har elementary influ- 
» A 2 Ence 


ſpeak -in their hearts as much,, as 'orhers ſpeak of rhe ; 


4 


®. 


©4230 . Signeof « Dying or drvejing Chriflaw. 
F ence of the Heavens, bath moſt impreſſion upon him 
naturally z Is he m#/d or Cho/erick ? Is this his addi- 
ed Sin, that which bath influence |\upon him, that 
which he is moſt aptto ofall other to be taken with, his - 
right eye fi», or his right hand fin, his Dalilah, his 
Abſclom ;, thus and thus havinþ weighed , he paſſes 
jadgement in his Spirit ; and now calls for his next } 
door Neighbour, L O V E and diſcourſeth the matter }, 
with him, and chisis the ſecond Companion, namely {} 
Love, that is to go along with him. | 

Now faith Love, I have heard or ſeenthis Brother 
Treſpaſs ; buta I am fit perſon to deal with bim for this 
Treſpaſs ? Do I with a fervent heart Love him,if not, T 
am not fic to go along with Conſideration to him, for 
if I Love him, I ſhall do all in Love, and not through 
paſſion  overdo; ſome Chriſtians have ſhown ſo 
much want of Love in their Admonitions , that 
while they bave pygtended it was the Lords quarrel, 
have managed it with fo /it:/e Love, asthough it were | 
their own ; therefore faith Love, if I hate his ſin, and 
love his perſon, I may be uſeful in Conſiderations Com- 
pany ; butlam ſureI do dearly Love him ; and there- 
fore will make Gods » ords my rule, which hath com- 
manded me, Letall your works be done in Love ; and 
now Love calls its next door Neighbour, na mely, 
TIME, andthatis che Third Companion, 

Now ſaith Time to Conſideration, you have been 
with God at prayer in your Cloſer, and have weighed } 
the Sin under every Circumſtance, and you ( mean- 
ing Love) have reſolved your ſelf in this queſtion, 
that you Love the perſon with all your hearr , but hate 
his ſin, and your Love is ſuch, chat you can, 'and do 
preatly ſympathize with him, and haye been praying | 
er. him, and adviſing with Conſideration about him, Þ 
and have reſolyed to do all in Loveto his Body , but Þ 
Is 


Wee of « Dying or decepinf Cviftes, 13 

Bn a moſt eſpecial manner to his precious Soul; no 
' Mother can be more trouble] art the fall her Child 
(hath got, and the wound thereby, then you are trou. 
wie at this your Brothers fall. Now ſaith 7:me, 


hen ſhall we goand ſpeak with him ? we muſt Time 


n | undertaking , for every thing is brantiful in its 
p | ſeaſon; we will rake him when wot alone, and freeſt 
y | from any incumbrance of worldly buſineſs, and not 
* chaffed in his mind abour anycroſs or loſs, affliftion 
r or provocation; and If we cannot ſpeed, we will go 
s | again, andagain, and again, not mattering otr ?7me 
I ſo we gain the E»d of our Time; and having thus 
ry | timed our work, we will call our next neighbour, 
h whoſe name is MATTER, and that is the Fourth 
) Companion. | 
t Now faith Matter we muſt do all by rule, itis that 
| | which muſt be our guide, for as many in ſpeaking 
e | and aQing, as walk according to this rule, Peace be 
4 on them, and God will proſper them ; well then, what 
I Scripture hath he ſinned againſt? What Law hath he 
. | broken ? How ſhall we do toconvince him of this ſin? 
. | Theſe are theprecepts that he hath broken , and for 
4 theſe we muſt call him to conſideration in Love to day, 
and not defer it till anothegzime;and when we have had 
x the comfortable fruic of time in this matter withſucceſs, 
+ | then we muſthave ſome fit 92a»»er alſo for Comfort to 
4 4 our fallenBrother by way of promiſe:for our neighhour 
_ | Aatter bids us uſetheſe Scriptures if he be Stbbor»,8: 
, | theſe Scripturesif he be Bowed andfall under his $52. 
» |. And now Matter cal's his next door Neighbour, 
» | whoſe nameis MANNER, and he is the fifth 
s | Companion who is to go along with the reſt; Ard 


' now faith 74anwer, be ſure you having prayed and 
e weighed his þz, and conſalted with Love, with Time, 
Matter, Now you muſt uſe a ſuicable way ot manner 
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132 Signsof a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, | 
of ſpeaking , for. I have known many a-good cauſe 
ſpoyled by ill management, * therefore we mult 
keep down paſſion, and ſpeak to him ſomildly, that . 
the. anne of our ſpeech may not give him occaſion 
to think that our nexr door Neighbour LO V E was 
abſent: For I once knew an ancientChriſtian ſaith7an- | 
wer "in his matter» and. maxzer of rebuking a faulr, 
[poyled the Cauſe, and. L OST HIS E ND. + For 
as to the Matter, hedid viz improper or ſcriptureleſs 
expreſſions; and as for the F{anrer hedid not do it 
with that gravity and ſeriouſneſs of Spirit that Confs 
geratios and Love called for , ſo that the manner of 
our carriage muſt be ſuch, as that we may nor looſe 
onr /aboyy, and for that reaſon we will call our next 
and laſt door Neighbour, and thatis END, whois 
the Sixth Companion, that is to go along with Coxſs- 
arration, Love, Time, Matter and Manner 

Now faith Z»d4, W hat do we propoſe to our ſelves 
 inthis Enterpriſe ? what is our Z»d? Let usexamine 
.our heart? truly and throughly Is our Zn, to ble. 
miſh our Brothers Reputation ? Are we glad heis fall- 
en? Are we going now to put him to open ſhame, and 
make him the by-word of ſuch as waited for his Halt» 
1g, if this be ourend, faith Exd, then let us mourn 
over our felyes, and get into another'frame, or elſe 
chuſe other perſons to the work ; for if our end be 
right, ic is the honour of God, who is diſhonoured by 
this fin, and it is the regaining our Brother by Repen- 
tance, Oh! How will it grieve us to hear the adyer- 
ſary ſay, Aha ! Aha ! Aha ! Aha ! So would we haveit, 
and what ſhall chen become of che great name of God? 
theſe are or ends, and therefore let us-proceed tothe 
work, and cake all our Neighbours. with us, and the 
gqod Lord be qur good ſpeed, ſmer, Amen, 


Now 
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{1 onely in my experience of tlie dreadful conſgquetices 


Signs of « Dying or deriyie Chriſtian, t33 
Now if Chriſtians will makethis way their rule, or q 
the like way of proceeding as mach berter as they'can, 


that have attended the contrary, andin my innre affe.. 
ion to a regulation caſt in this my poor mite into the 
Lords treaſury ;& now ſhall offer a word of caution; al- 
ſo'to the perſon to whom theſe neighbours came , and 
that is, that he weuld cake the fame heed, how he 
entertains this company in their coming to him, -as 
they take in fitting themſelves to come to him, *thar- 
he may acquit himſelf from being under this dying. 
ſign of loving leaſt ſuch plain-dealers. And to this: 
end, I humbly"offer my advice; namely , that he | 
would alſo take heed of heart-ri/ing, and put on con-- =» 
fideration, and go immediately into his C/o/et,” and 
hear all in Zeve, and think charitably of the gueſts ; 
and conſtrue their E»d with Charity, that as they have 
refolved before they came, to do all in Love, ſo he 
now reſolve to receive all in Love, that when they have 
delivered their meſſage, they may take their {eave 
with, the Apoſtles words, ye do all things Pearly"Be- 
lowed for your edificatios , and be may return upon _ 
them with theſe words of the Apoſtle, Finally,” 31y 
Brethrex Farewell. Now by this means, occaſion will 
be offered tg conclude with thankſgiving to God at 
their return , -and no occaſion offered to tempt 
this Brother to abate in his Love to the perſon ;* 
becauſe of any ill management of the > matter; 
neither will this leave any Room for this dys= 
ing ſign to take place in the Church of God; bur 
will certainly tend to its preventing, or it begun toits 
ſpeedy removing; Ara to th:ſe great exds, The ble- 
fſing of God go along with the Adviſer and Adviſcd. | 
Amen, 67 
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Bucl ſhall briefly ſpeak of two or three Cauſes of 
this Decay, which 
many Rgmedies apainft this dying Sign, 


Firſt,” A firſt Cauſe is, ſhaking hands again with. 


our old fins, failing in love with what once'we loth- 
ed ; very burthenſome to 1/rarl was Afoſes, when 
once they began to grow affected with the Fiſh, the 
Cucymbers, and the Mellons, that they hadin Zgypt z 
not only then good, plain dealing Moſes comes our of 
requeſt, but even Gods Manna, chengh Angels food; 
Nom, 11. 5, 6. Weremember the Fiſh which we did 
eat in Egypt freely, the Cucnmbers and the Mellons, 
and the Leeks, and the Onyons, and Garlick ; but now 


our ſoul ts dryed away, and there 15 nothing at all beſides 


this Manna before our eyes, avd this we lethe as light 
bread, Chap. 21. v 


 .. - - But Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe may be this, a. 
loſing the reliſh we once had to begvenly things, 7tr. 
24. 23. 4 remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the + 
beve of thine efponſals : when thou wenteſt after me in ® 


the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was not ſown , then thou 
weſt bolineſs to the Lord, and the firſt-fruits of his in- 

creaſe , but now be aftoniſh:d Oh heavens at this, and 
be horribly affraid yea very deſolate, ſaith the Lord ; 
for my people have forſaken the Fountain of living wa-= 
ters, and hewen ont to themſelves broken Ciſterns that 
*can hold n1 Water, Bat 1 bave a few things againſt 
thee, beeauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love , Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, or elſe I will 
come and remove thy Candleſtick except thou repent, 
Rev. 2. 11. 

Thirdly,A third Cauſe may be this, a too-to0 much 
complying with the friendſhip of this World : which 
in its latitude is enmity with God, Gal. 5: 7. Te did 
rx» Well, who did hinder you, ( or as the margin _ 

rive 


g avoided, may ſerve as ſo | 
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f Þ drive you back ) that you ſhould not obey the trath 


k 1 


I 
| 
, 


| ( or hold on your way } Th perſwa/ion comes not of 


hin that calleth you : If any come to me andbate not 
bis Father, and his Mather, Wife, Children, Bre- 
theres, Sifters, yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be 
my Diſciple, Luke 14. 26. Demas hath forſaken me, 
_ bath imbraced this preſem World. Read and con- 
ne - | 
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| Proving the condition of the rich as well as the poor, to 


. | be « conditionof trouble ; andthat Whether it be com- 
mon or more then ordinary, to be anſwerable in pray * 
er, with a deſcription of the different kind: of trouble ; 

With profitable Objeftions anſwered ; and 4 canſes of 

this decay aſſigned. 


ST GN XXI, 0 


ww Hen wnder more than "(ordinary trouble , 
af flitions, or ſtraits, you are not more 


| then ordinary in Prayer. 


For the opening of this Sgn. 

Firſt, what is meant by troubles ? It is ſomething 
that-in- it ay not, nor cannot} be pleaſant , Bur 
ſomerhing that oppoſeth and withſtanderh che deſire 
and r of the mind; and therefore in Scripture 
called a burthen ,, Caft thy barthen wpon the Lord and 
be ſhall ſuft ain thee, were trouble a marcer of pleaſure, 
and profit in it ſelf, there would not be that proper 
|. need of prayer, and calling for help from one that is 


ſtronger, $0 that asthe word is univerſal in an ordi- 
nary 
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nary caſe, it takes -in thoſe cares, fears, and ſorrows 


in common, that we are dayly incident to, Fob.5:6,7. 
Aan « born ta trenble, as the ſparks fly uptvard; | 
Thatis, it is as natural for man-to. meet with erouble, 


as it is for the ſparks to fly upward , becanſethere is 
not that ordinary common condition, but it hath its 
proper temptation , as1 ſhall inſtance in this follow. 
np : for ſaith the poor man, were Ia rich man, how 


E « glad, how thankful ;' how contented ſhould I be ? 


But Solomon faith of the rich, Ecele/. 2. Who can 
come afrer the King? I got me this and this, yer af 
vanity avd vexation of Spirit ; and there ts no profit un- 
der the Sun. C 

Objef. Why no profit? .. 


- For theſe reaſons, firſt, he is yery apt to be high 1 
minded, and that will dog him, and trouble hitn , 


and as it is very hard for the poor to keep the wolf 
from his door, that is hunger and rags, even ſo the 
rich heis in danger of, and involved with trouble, 175m. 
G. 17. Charge them that are rich in this World, that 
they be not*high minded; when a high, mindin a ſtately 
Coach, and a meek Chriſt on a poor Aſſes colt meer 
ropether, Herods Palace, and Chriſts Manger , Itis 
well now if the high mind d» not rather die than ſtoop, 
Exod. 5. 2- compared with Dan, 3.15. #ho#- the 
2.020 that I fhonld obey him > what'Gov # able ro atel;- 
ver you out of my hand? Here in their greatneſs, tliey 
challenge God, Zames 5. Do not-rich gnen oppreſs 
you, and bring you before Rulers? Is 1t-not'their 
common pracice to uſe their powet to oppreſs you, 
and as Solomon ſaith, Prov. 18;.23. #hile:the poor 
uſeth intreaty, the rich anſtyererhronghly. NowGod 
is pleaſed to eſtabliſh a tatnte in 7/-ae! to prevent the 
evil of high mindedneſs, which the rich was incident 
to, Dent, 17. 18, 19. | 
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Siens of .a Dying" or decaying Chriſtian. 137 © 
- Bur Secondly, The rich' hath the'trouble of care; | 
as well' as the poot,” differing only in this, it rurmeth 
in apother Channel ; For the abundance of the rich, 
will not {uffer. him to ſleep, heisſo beſer with fears of 
the robber,@ cares how to fecure;as holds his eyes,is as 


_ adiſeaſe upon him, Fecleſ. 5.12, It is clear from expe- 


rience allo, for ſome rich are ſo beſet with troubles, 
that they wiſh as a hope of deliverance; that they hiad 
been poor z Thus much for therich,- + Now the pggr 


bath his tragyblesalſo, though of a eontrary-kind, ifor-. 


as the rich are apt-to be-too high; fothe poor too low ; 
Feb 5. 15. But he [aveth the pooy from the mighty, 


_ -thatis, from being cruſhed by him, P/a/. t13. 7. 'H# 
 raiſeth the poor ont of the duſt ;\they-are ſo low, "that 
| God: ſtands for them touphold them; » and keep them, | 


leſt they ſink. 4 ; 

Secondly, As the rich, his abundance will not ſuffer 
him; to fleep; Provii16, 15. So the deffruttion of the 
poor # "his poverty ;" that is, it»leads him\ro dothar 


_ that will deſtroy. Prov. 30. 7. Left Tbt poor and ſteal, 


and take the name of 'my God in vain; Hunger,” Cot; 
Fears, Cares, Poverty, and Oppreſfion, that is their 
portion, | 2 
*\ Now all theſe iare: common” tronbles, that are 
incident- to every man, but more then ordinary are 
ſuch 4s are not ſocommon, that do nor. come every 
day, but are of faeh'a kind as this; 'P/al. 50. 15. 
( all npon me inthe day" of trouble , This Jay of trou-' 
ble notes ſomething of ſingularity; -as elſe. where the 
hour of tempration, ' notes ſomerhing\not ordinary 
and: common ,. for every man is ſubjex tobe tempted 
daily-;- bur this -is called- hour of tryal, - becauſe it is 
ſome cemptation of -2 ſtrange kind," not ordinary and 
common, as: is' evidenced by thefe Scriptures follows 
ing, Nehem, 4.9, Nevertheleſs w# made onr prayer 


Kuta 


Fr” LY þr oof «Dj 6 decaying 


ought to pray dailyin, -0r under ordinary or common 
troubles, ws gr Texts of Scripture, 
LI, Give ns this day onr daily bread; thisday, either 
- intends ſome particular day in a mans life time, or elſe 
every day; that day that we bave need of daily 


Cams. or Gods don a8 hobs.. dboder hare: 


intended ; but every body will grant, that every day 
we have need of dy daily bread ; therefore doubtleſs, 
theincent of Jeſus Chriſt bere is, chat we ſhould pray 
evtry day.: Lake 18. 1, 5. Mev RE to pray 
and not to faint, but cry day and Luke21, 36, 
Pſal, 68. 3. compared with 88. E Hear me O:Lord 
for 1 cry to thee daily; By this I hope all good men 
will conclude; that it is their duty to pray every 


day. 
Objet How often every day in ordinaty caſes;ought 
weto pray ? 


Anſw. Where'it hath-not pleaſed God by way of 


pt, to dire to times by way. of zumber,, exam- 

ple doubtleſs ytanonn ons unp ; Fo $5417; 
Aterning, nom, and ev will 1 pray cry #0 Goa _ 
and he will hear mes, as if Hevid d ſay, 
importyning will be a means-of prevai Ny es 
6. 10. Kneeled down upon his knees, ' rs Sane oh 
and prajed, and praiſed God as be did afaretinee : 
ly-proving, it was Devicls prafice to be in that hea- 
venly ſeryice, three times a day ; theſe Scriptares 
compared 


pray. 
In _ to which I ſhall firſt premiſe, that men | 
at, 6.7, 
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| troubles, to 


Anſw. Firſt, if you pray notar all, youge 


out of 

ſeems to'point out ; Give #s dey by 7 nas; 
ſeeming 'to note-as well a continuance in ,of 
asking, as in the need of receiving; alſo r 7hef. 5. 
Pray conti : Nehemiah, David, Daniel, and 
Jeſus Chriſt,” by their daily praQice ſeems to conſtrue 


this , tointenddaily prayer, | 
SWaiy, not topray at all, ſeems to putus out of 
Gods pracious-prote@vn, and ſo we proveſelf-be. 
, Ezth,36.37. I will yet for alt this be inquired 
of ' the boſe of Iſrael, Luke 22. 40. Pray that jou 
enter not" into temptation. If you {eek him he willbe 
fonnd of you, but if you forſake him, he will for ſake you, 
2 Chron. 15. 2. + © 
- Thirdly Not to pray at all, ſeems to put us out of 
theway of promiſe of being helped incroubles, Caf 
on me. 11 the day of trouble, and 1'wilt hear thee, and 
thos ſhalt plorifie me, Plal.53. Serk, and you (eal find, 
knock and it ſtall be opened to yew. Y 
Fourthly, N to prayer, tempts God co ſuffer 
us to beſead into temptation 2 Powy out jour hearts be- 
fore\him at all times, God us a refuge for w': butitis 
| £0 ſackas Wait upon him by pouring out their, wants: 
| before him, Lead ww net into temptation,” but deliver 


OR” Mart. 6. Iſai. 64, FJ. | | 
"What hach deenſaid, may teaclitwo things , Firſt, 
lame condition of fuch as 'neithercan,nor 

pill pray, that are as unaccuſtomedcoit, as the Heifer 


{ % 


# A 


0 dy ing; ablo heiſtsin the We a, 
ſayingin cheir hearc, "if corinebatr aQtions r00;* doin 
$3 no God 3: Pour out thy wrath wpon the heathen, and}, 
families thar-calt not uponthy name.” 2 

Secondly, Thisteacheth co firengthen the hearts and '2 
hands of tach:- as -fear God, ita this ſervice of prayer; | 

it being partof their defence or Armour, Epheſ. 6, 
Projing always, with all prayer and ſupplication in the Þ 
ſpivi, wile hing' thereunts with. all perſeverance ,"&c: -} 
 thon ſaiaftfeek*my face, -my heart ſaid, hy face 
Fo will ] jerks thou wilt bide: me in thy pavilion; 4 
Pſal. 27." 4, 5-647,'8, 9. Readand- conſider; ſopuſs | | 
to the caufes vt this Decay, + þ-4 

When under.mare then, ow But what 
Cauſes of this Decay ? x. Ignorance of ſelf WMilcy. 
2' Jgnorance that troubles; | «fictions: are. Gods 
frame-houſe, 3. Ignorance, what an eſpecialheſp 
w God .is in a time of-crouble;..- 4, 'Ignorance, *thar # 
+.  praycrto Godintrouble, is thevgry means pointed. 

- by God to obtain. help from trouble. - 

Firſt, 1gnorance of ſelf-frailty,- Man that i born 
of 'a Woman, ts of feww days and fall of trouble! "His 
frailty ſaitb, that he doth KA laſt long; like chePitch- 
erent to-the well, and meets with a fall whichbreak. 
eth it all to pieces, and it becometh uſeful riomore, 
the holy*Spiric in this Text gives us to underſtand the 
ſtate of Man,” /heis Born of a-Woman, and thavis Ar- 
gument*enopgh: to prove: his frailty, that asſuch he 
ſhall Hunger,: and: Thirſt, and-be- full of Infirtyitics 
andSicknefſes,- Dying till he Dye: This is witneſſed 
every dey; did we nor ſhut.our eyes from ?>whis ÞF 
ther can we goto City orCountry, and not meet with -F 
frail. man, under-the Burden either of Conſumption, 
Stone, Chollick , -B urning- Peaviy, ' Tertiamwagne, 
Ti pay; Dreppe, Senrvy;' Griping, Gont, 8c, 1; 
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in common, but our daily accidents ſhooting. 


| would God it were Evening, and-at Evening to ſay, 
- would God it were Morning,, Dex#. 28. 67, No place 
- of reſt ſor the ſole: of the Feor. Doth not L O N- 
DONS houſes of Hoſpitality witneſs this every day? 

4 May we not go thither and find Captives creeping to 
1 DEATH, as it were looking gaitly, weeping bit- 
| terly,- with chis Sequel; 0h that my Days were at an 
end, andmy Nights no more ! Mortals look butround 

; you,” and behold your frailty, here lies one full of 

| groanings, waiting to- be cut for the Stone, bere lies 

* another to have a pangrenned Leg or Arm Sawn off, 


& here lies-another eaten up with the Kings-Evil, here 


lies another eaten upof the Cancer; Ina word, we 


| 1 may conclude with the words of the Prophet I{aiah, 


* Chap.-1; 6. From the: Sole of the Foot, even untothe 
head, there is no ſoundneſs mit, but wonnas and bruiſes, 


and putrifying ſores. R 
| Doth cork 

er. is one lormpoge, but another comes ; and doth 
not this: call 


ypon-us to be in Prayer continually ; and 
is it.nota cortargamca, of -great decay in Godli- 


neſs, when ignorance of Self-frailty isgreat ? Lets - 


| awake: with David, to David's prayer, P/a. 39. 4+ 


Lord'make me to know mine-end, and the meaſure of my 


lays what-ir is, that may know howE RAIL I am, 
plainly noting this as an eſſential cyeans, not only to 
put David upon of Prayer, but fervent perſe- 
 . verancein-the ſame, | $99 

| ki * 

But 


is beſpeak usfull of Tronble2 No'ſoon-. 


* 


CEOTARS C7 ,”” 4 as 
nc ell oschis?” Ae we : 6 Y 
2; continually? -If at morning © I 
1. Joyous, at evening in Heayynefſs ; -our ſtate not only- 
We; 
- as'it were new Arrows of greater trouble at us; till we * 
- come to fulfill tha* doleful cry in the-Morning, to fay, 


3 
* 
# © 


ud s, A ſe xd cauſe may be this, TIA 
| oo rodblee otaffliions are Gods Frame-houſe; 
_e there puts us to prove us, chat he may bowe ns, | 
long abſence from Health inufeally arended ith ſpi-" 
ritual Wealth, Jt z- good for me that I have 


Self, I did not conſider, my Frailcy, nor 


Health fo great a: Jewel asnow [ ſeeit is, when /frael Þ 


had re(t from trouble, they grew ſetled upon their Lees: 


Idleneſs' brought them to Wantonneſs, and being ſed F 


to the full with-Burter of "Kine, and Milk of Sheep, 


with the fat of Lambs and Rams of the breed of BY 


ſas, and there drink the pure wine of the Grape : 
Then Jelurum- waxed fat and' kicked, then be forſoob 
God that made him , and1lightly eſteemed the rock. of bus 
Salvation ; a ſad effec di ed his fulneſs. 

Now in mercy comes trouble tofile off this Ruſt, or 
e)ſe it will deſtroy and eat our like a Cancker. 


All thac relliſh, ſenſe and habit that once was in Z/- } 
ral, in the day when God ound bit in a deſert Land, + 
and in the waſt howling Wilderneſs, then be was holi- | 


neſs to the Lorg, Rooped with his Heart, and Bowed 
with his Neck ; Lord help and fave me, *and whatſo« 
ever thou commandeſt L wilt do, and whitherſoever 
thou ſendeſt me I will po. Where attli&tions meet not 
with a reprobate .mind, or one void of Judgment, 
this ts the very. effects of Trouble. Iſa. 26. 16. Lord 
3x trouble havethey viſited thee, they ponred out 4 prayer 
' When thy Chaſteting was upon them they were carly 
with God when they felt & 

thac in brief, this may teach us that Troublesare 


Frame-houſe, and [gnorance of it an evident gnof | 


decay in Gollinelf, 
* 


# 4ſſti=} 
Fed, before I. was afflifted I went aſtray, but now 1 
have learned thy Preceprs, till this time 1 knew not my Þ 
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/ Tghordhce, 'Whar 'ari Eſpecial help God's in time af 
trouble, He alone brings it, and HSalone Santities it, 
'and"He alone remoyes ir; 'Its Gods Love to afli&, 

He-pave'7/yael into thegharids of their enemies, be- = 
-*catfe they foon forpat higworks,' and waiced not for 3 

his'Counſel , ſo they thar hared themruled over ther, 

nevertheleſs he reparded their 'AfMiRtion and made 

- them to be Pityed of all choſe that carryed chemCap- 
I tive. 4 ffiittions doth not come'ont of the Daft, neither 
LY doth troubles ſpring out of the Graund, God is a 
4 gracious gent in the whole courſe'sf a mans Pilgri- 
- | mage, and fo Eſſentially our towre intimes bf rhe: 4 
4 rhatwecan no way bear it or improve it without him ; 
 $ David was well $Killed in this bleffed Arichmetick ; 
* $ - whatſoever others may "think of Gods being a Cauſe 4 
or Cure of ſuch as arein trouble; 7 know 0 Lord that . -© 

thy Fudgments' gre right, and ts thou in faithfulneſs | 

* haſt affifted me," Pal. 119.%5;: Thou Lord art hethat 
* F both ſavetch from Trouble, and fayeth in Trouble ; 
,'F chisischy teſtimony given of thy great Majeſty , Dexr. 
" F 22. 39; Ste now that [even [ am he, aud there ts no 1 
| | God with me; 1 hill and I make alive, I wound and { . 
> | heal: neither u« there an that can deliver out of my 1 
' | hand. Ipnorance of this is a preat let to ſpiritual 
- growth, and a'great cauſe why Gods Altarin time of 

etouble is ſo little viſited. ' 

-» But Fox#thly, A Fourth cauſe of this decay, name- 
ly, That when anger more then ordinary Troubles, 
we are nor more then ordinary in Prayer, may be this, 
gperinct that prayer co God in trouble isthe very 

Means appointed by God to obtain help from ctouble , - - 
"Prayer. is a "Chriſtians HANDS, It is his working 
& Tools, without which he cannot doany preat exploit, 

© Give ariy-Artiſt never ſo much room andtime to do ,*J 
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and it will prove like che Zgyprien Taskemafters, no 
Straw, no Brick 3 @s Food and Cloathing is the means 


of natural Health, fo Prayer mixed with Trouble is - | 
the * means of ſpiritual healcb, withour which neither Þ} 


can ſtand. The Ax hewethyhe Timber, che Hammer 


forceth the Nail, che Lime and Morter fixth the Brick, * 
and the Hands of the cunning Work-men buildeth the 


Houſe, and prepareth againſt che ſtorms a ſaitable ha- 


ome excellent piece of work, yet-deny him Tools; 


bication; thus. Prayer is a Chriſtianshands, witheur Þ 


which be cannor hold God ; Let me alone 2Fo/es, do 
not by Prayer hold my hands from doing ſome great 
' Execution upon Rebellious 1ſrae/ : 7'w:l not lee thee 

"Fo. ( faith good" Faceb ) ti me. 1 will not 
ceaſe praying til}1 find God coming by faith, always 
to pray and not faint , Is the way or Channel through 
which I muſt expe the promiſe, NO PRAYER 


4s NO PRO MISS; no ſeeking, no finding + if I 


Ceaſe to call in trouble, God will Ceaſe toanſwer in 
crouble ; 7 have ſet wgtch-men npon thy Walls O Jern- 
ſalem, which ſhall never bold their peace day nor night : 
Mark that I beſeech you, day mor »ight. You that 
make mention of the Lord, Keep: not Silence and 
give him no reſt, that is, ceaſe not praying till the 
accompliſhing che promiſe, till he cfiabliſh. and ill 
he make Fer»ſalem a praiſe inthe Earth : . moſt per= 
tinent tp this, is that bleſſed word in Ezekzel 36. 36. 
I the Lord build the'ruined places, and plant that that 
was deſolate; 1 the Lord have ſpoken it, and | will do 
ite Kere is a great and gracious promiſe that the 
Land that was deſolate, ſhall be 4s the garden of 
Eden, and the Cities that lay waſt ſhall. be fei 


| < 


and inhabited, ( but pray mark how } verſe 37. Tet 2 | 


for all this, 1 willbe enquired after by the houſe of [ral 


to do it for them, chey ſhall pray unto me, MY. 


PRO- 
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* PROMISE rodoit, isfof from being a 


to- ceaſe }rayer, charic is the very FOUNDATION.- 


OF PRA ER, ehey muſt pray for it, becauſe 
God hath promiſed to do it; A lively example for 
this. have weupon-record in 2 Sam 7. 27. For thok 
0: Lord of Hofts, God of Iſracl haſt r: vealed to thy 
ſervant, ſaying, 1 will build thee a hoaſe, therefore 
hath thy. Servant found in his bBkrt to pray this prayer, 
verſe-25. Andnow 0 Lord Goedthe WORD THAT 
THOU HAST SPOKEN ( or promiſed ) 
concerning thy Servant, and concerning bis houſe, eft a 
bliſs it for ever, and. do gs thou haſt ſaid. . Here1 
plain that Devid was io far from preſuming deads 
promiſe to ceaſe from the duty'of prayer, thac it is 
his very. Argument that hevuſes.in prayer, t 
God had promiſed he would be intreated to perform ; 
The good Lard help us to confider this, and fol 


nels. 


ſhall' paſs co the 224. Sign of "Ying in mn | 
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CHAP, XXII, 


Containing init an Aſſertionof the Cauſes of A fflift ion; 
and. that without (great provocation Gods not Wont 
. #0 afflift his people, and though provoked, very wn- 
_ willing to extremly. : With four Objettions that 
*. ſeems to complain againſt this Doblrine, Anſwered: 


ST'G N. XXII. 


| WW * you art mighty careleſs to Inquire | 


after the ſpiritual cauſe of AﬀfiitFion,and 


mighty careful to Inquire after the natural cure of 


Affiittion, TH 
_ The more or leſs ſpiritual any man is, may be 
eaſily diſcovered under this Tryal ; AfiRion being 
of that pjercing kind, ghat other tryalsare not, be 
cauſe of the great influence it hattrupon the Senſitive 
part of man, where ever it comes, while ſenſe re. 
mains, it makes the perſon reſtleſs, either to find ont 
Cauſe, or Cure, .or both. We may therefore firſt 
snquire after the word Affliction, what that meaneth 
to atliQ, 1s to lay ſome burthen upon a perſon, that 
" 1s not ordinary, Ge». I5. 13. There they ſhall afflift 
» Jon four handred years: \this is opened in Exod. 1. 
* Iſrael ts made to ſerve with rigouy. Lam: 1. 4,5; The 


wayes of Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn 


feaſts : all ber gates are deſolate, her Prieſts gh, her . 


Virgins are aſſited, and foe ts in bitterneſs. Thave 
ſeen, 1have ſeen the affiiftion of my people which are in 
Egypt, by reaſon of hu tack-maſters, AQts 3. 34.\By 
theſe Texts it appears, that aflition meaneth' any 


' + grief 
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grief or trouble that cometh-upon ſoul or body, name 


*- er eſtate, forthe puniſhment of fin, or the tryal of 


faith : ſo char ſickneſſes and diſeaſes,” as Feaver, and 
Ague, Conſumption, Inflamatjion and the like," are all” 
compriſed under this word AMiRion; It will therefore; 
be aeceſſary to open the word Spiritual cauſe, .it being 
in-the Sign oppoſed 'to natural cure : 'by ſpirituabeanſe 
is. to be underſtood, ſome provoking Godinthe fob. 
jet affliced;-to the procuring this afMigion, noting 
ſome, cauſeor other, why the Spirit ſuffers-it to come 
upon us, By 
' - Now every body will be ready to grant, that theſe 
4 . things before premiſed, may be truly called aMiQion, 
” but-not grant that therecanbe ſach a ſpiritualcauſe in 
themſelves, and fo make the Sign of no force, : 
Now: to clear up this doubt; -let us make this inqui- 
ry, whether: any afMi&ion, or'death it ſelf, come 
upon any man; bat for ſome cauſe or other from the 
man, -(\acive or-imputatiye ) that is, he either ſo aQ-= 
ed.in bis particular perſon, - or ſome body elſe in his 
general relation, and on hip it is righreouſly cone / 
For". the reſolution of this queſtion, ler us inquire 
what cauſes in Scripture the righteous God aſſigns 
. afflitians or death unto, Gem. 3, 9 10, 11, 12,13. 
” Who told thee thew wert naked? Haſt thou eaten of the 
Tree I commanded thee not to eat : Fhe things inthis 
Chapter conſiderable are theſe, verſe 14. the Serprie 
waſt go npon his belly, eat duſt, and be carſt- above 
every beaſt of the field, verſe 16. tothe woman he ſaith, 
I will greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy conception ; 
. 1u ſorrow thou (halt bring forth children: andt) Adamn 
he ſaith, Cnrſed is the ground for thy ſake, T horns, 
and Thiſtles it ſhall bring forth tothee, duſt thou art, 
and to duft thon ſhalt return ; you ſee in theſe-verſes, 
*- mifery both upon the ans the mar), is "_— 
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thou baft' done this in hearkning to thywife, caſed is 


the ground for thy ſake: fo allo Foſh.:'7. 7. Iſrael, 
Golds, prevailing people, that by day bad a pillar of a 


cloud, and by nighc a pillar/ of fire miniſtring unto 


chem, nowcannot ſtand before their enemies; - Foſdas 


chat at anocher time commands the Sun, and Mgon, 
and they obey him ; now by prayer cannot prevail, 
for 1/-ael Gyds people, again(t che curſed Nation'; 
But what is the matter ? verſe 11, 12. 1/raet hath fin- 
Q ned and cannot F capes neither will | be with them any 

29078, except they put the accarſed thing from among 
* them. Lal. 3. Il, 13. 1 am the man that have ſeen 
af :1ion, verſe 3 9 Wherefore doth aliving man com- 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of his ſin'? x Cor. 1T. 
3. For this, CaUuie many are ſich and wrak, aid many 
eep. .1 ,Uhef. 2, 11. For thu Caule God ſhall ſend 
them ſtrong deluſion, that they all might be damned that 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſare in nnrighteonſ- 
we/7 : and let all che houſe of 1/rae/ know, that without 
a £C+..9, 1 bave not dont all that 3 have done, ſaith the 
Lord, -zck. 14, 23, Much more mighebe ſaid, as 
to afflictions thac attend both the body and mind 


together with the Cauſes : and this left to confide- 


ration 
Whether if Well, Condemnation, the higheſt of 
AMiction, be the fruic or reward of fin and unbe- 
lief; much rather ſickneſs, and diſeafes with death-it 
ſelf which are the leaſt aflitions, muſt come from 
, Creature Za, ; Now if any man can aflign any 
other Zaite then God doth here affign, let him do 


it; if not by all chis comparing of it with the eighth | 


Sign of dying to Chriſt, in which Ihave been more 
large upon atHiction, inward and outward, with 
their Cauſes ; I ſhall thexefore proceed to ſome Ob- 
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and the reaſon by God affigned . vrr/e 17, Wecauſe 
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 Þ -jeRiovs, That ſeem co complain againſt thix/Do. 
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R > O0bjeft, 1. The firſt ObſeQion is proundedupoy, 
*3 '=-ary 12, 14: The Child that i born to pi --44 
ſurely 'dye + David is threatned with death_in the 
child thar hath.nor offended, contrary to this Dv- 
Qrine. | b 

Anſw, This a& of God to take away David's 
Child, if confidered, will be foand mercy mixc with 
juſtice, . David by the Law was to die for the matter of 
Uriah ; now God in reſpeX he bave to Pavid for 
what good he haddone, and further was like to do, 
being a man ſoafter Gods own heart, goes out of the 
ordinary way, ſpares the perſon of David, and im- 
=p it vpon the relation of David, viz. bis Child; 

'in Davids ſeed be puniſhed Davids perſon ; This 
is Gods uſual way in Scripture, and ſers His Viajeſty 
ont, to be full of Mercy in the midſt of Juſtice, he 
will take away the firſt born in Zgypr, thac bad not 
finned, and therein  Plagued Pharoah, and their Fa- 
thers chat had finned: That chis is mercy, conſider 

| if David the inner be cut off for his fin, there was 

then no room left to manifeſt repentance either in'D4- 

. v# or the Fg yptians, yet dearth muſt comethacGad 

may be juſt;, and though nothing but Juſtice: muſt *# 

, take place, yetin that he will be as merciful as poſſible , 

to ſtand with Joſtice ; Therefore there is truly a Cauſe, _Z 

for God to impute death to Davids Child, for Davids 
Gn. 

Objeft, 2, The ſecond ObjeRionis grounded upon 
7ob 2. 3. which ſeems alſo to complaigagainſt this 
DoRrine intheſe words ; - Thou haft moved me againſt 
Job without a Canſe, be is aperfet and apright man, 
one that ftarith God, and bateth evil, © g 
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[s converſion, A: 9g, It will 


. 


as in'the caſe of Sore. 
| not be ſafe to imagine, that othersare,unconverted }F}/. . 
+ <becauſe God meets not- others, ſo ,, ſometime God }  1/ 
| oth things co ſhew his Power and. Majeſty, and Þ # 


I greatneſs over all, and his uſiog inftruments inanex- Þ ar 
eraordinary-caſe, as his raiſing Lazarms from. the ge 
, grave, and from death the widows 30n,  andothers, } th 
43s 6 Warrant for nst9 allude to caſes ordinary. - Fin 

- _ Secondly, Here waz a cauſe if nor,in Jeb, and indeed '& w 


neceſſity that this Thould come upon him, if we conſi= }|, at 
"der, Chap. 1. 9, There « none like Feb; (arch God : doth FF. 
'he {erve-thte for nonght ? ſaith Satan, pur but forththy ÞF 
hand,and he will curſe thee to thy face, Now that Job did 
"not ſerve God jult becauſe God had dealtſo well with 
*Him;but would. do it if God dealt other wars wich him, 
ſhall now appear,and the accuſer of thebrethren be.puc 
zo the worſt, who complains againſt Job, as enyying his 
_ proſpericy. _. by © at 
Thirdly, In. the ſirieſt ſenſe this carriage of God 
"to. Fob, can hardly be termed affliction, but rather 
ſome gracious condition by God made with 7ob to this F 
urpoſe ;. Fob thou art an upright man, thou feareſt 
. me, and hateſt evil, and Satan is ſill complainingof 
Thee;becauſe he envies thy proſperity,and tells me chou 
> - would prove another man, thenTrake thee to be, if 
= *. Tihould try thee by adverſity, and takefrom thee thy 
= «proſperity Now.lets ſtop the mouth of this great ad- 
verfary, 8 lend methyOxen, and thy Aſs, thy ſervants 
and thy Camels, thy Children andall thy fubſtance, and 
thy body for my ſervice, 1 will pay thee withpreat ad- 
_ vantage,as Appears by this following: SorheLord bleſſed 
the latter end of Job more then hu beginning, for be had 
*, * fourteen thouſand ſbtep, and ſix thinſand Camels, and a 
thouſand yoak of Oxtn, and « thouſand tee Aſſer,and had 


alſo 


Wo 


| away. 


| 


F- 1 Kings HH. 4. 


ren of « Dino decyng Chits, 155 
{alſo ſeven ſons axd three daughters; (othat the Lord gave 
©Job"ewice as mach as hd had before. Job4q2.10,11;12. 
-. .,Qbjet. 3. The third ObjeHon is grounded upon 
 J/ar 57. 1. T he righteous periſbeth, and no man layeth 
FT # #04eaxe: Good men here are taken. away. by death, 

and 00. cauſe ſhewed; they have the. teſtimony of 


gogd-men, and yet taken away : It will begranted 
they, mighe have lived much oedogk age, the Texa 


Þ implies ic,arid che ObjeRtion is the Aronger by it; for it 
F would beno matter of complaint, had theylived till very 


age had took them away,for then we know all muſt dye, 


F..:;4»/». The time theſe good men lived in, way'a 
. yeryeviltime, and Cod takes them away, 6's 


Firſt, In judgment to the People, 
Secondly, In mercy to themſelyes. . 


. L 


Firſt, In-Judgment, i/a. FJ. 0, 7, 10, IT, 12. He 


' bath called upon them by the Righteous, and warned 
* them, but it would: do them no good; (now he will 
' take away the Righteous from them, to ſee if they 
' willlayirto hearr. 


Secondly, In mercy to themſelves, they are taken 


Firſt, Becauſe by lods living with ſuch, they muſt 


+ needs be a weary even of their lives, and their ſouls 

* vexed from day today. P/al. 120. 5- #0 # me that 

+ 1 awell in the Tents of Kedar. So. Jer. 4, 14 Hy 
| bowels, *my hoWwels, Tam pained at my very heart, my 


heart maketh 4 noiſe Within mebecauſe-thou baft heard 
jnJeruſalem the ſound of the Trimper the Alarm of war, 
Secondly, In mercy tothem, , becauſe the continy. 


& ance of this tempration uponthem, may at laſt ſo wea- 


ry them out, as they may give up all as Ss/omondid. 
hen he Was old, his Wives turned 


away his heart after other gods, i SO Mat. 24.21, 22. 


& 7 hen! ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 
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beginning 'of tht" World," nor ever foal be ; excceſr 


Moſes )) owt of thy book; By this it may appear, that 


Gods affliting men, is for ſotme-cauſe or other in Þ 


them. 


0bjef?. 4, Fourthly, Another Scipture that ſees 4 


to complain by wiy of ObjeRion is, John g. 1,2, 3+ 


in-theſe words; #ho did fin this man or bis Father, þ 


that be tu born blind ? 


For anſwer to which Chriſt ſaith, Neither this man . 
wor his Father, but that the pgwer of God might Fro : 
iHion 
in common muſt come for fin ; and Jeſus Chriſt it his Þ 
reply, notes the caſe more than common, ſaying, He 27 


yer ir isclear, the Diſciples underſtood this a 


was born for this purpoſe, that the work.of God ſhould 
be manifeſted in hint, it was mgrcy he was born, 4nd 
he was born that a wonder of Meaveii might be ſhew- 
ed upon him ; therefore we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
a caſe that is extraordinary, and one that is common. 

Again, from the unwillingneſs that is in God to 
ai, as aconfirming anſwer rgall the ObjeQions, 
it appears, that high provocations in us, procure AMt- 
Rions to us; for till Juſtice calls ſo load, that God 
cannot be juit except he doth afflit, thoughin com- 
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theſe 
#ays ſpall be fhortned, there conld no fleſh br ſaved, but" 
for the eledls ſake, it ſhall be ftortned ; Even'as'our 
| Proverb is, A continual dropping will wear a liole in 
theſtone : ſoa continual opprefſion may tur rhe wiſe 
Man our of all, fee for this, Fer. 20. 14, &ec. He 
curſerh the day of his birth, and the man chatbroughe Þ 
tidings ro his Father , wiſhed his Morher had becnal- 
ways great with him, ſayinp, 1 herefore came 1 forth 
oxt:of the womb, 'to ſee labour and ſorroy, and that my | 
days ſhould be conſumed with ſhame ?Clearly noting, that 
any zealous hearc, is ſorely touched, when all be-canF 
do will not keep God from diſhohour ; 0 blot ime ( faith - 
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47 
ſons Jr " mkwtiC elite ig of merey, 
ot Iy; 26, The-Lor# God of thely F athirs 

ſem votbews by bis Prophets, riſong wp betimes and ſend. 
Yay's betaaſe be bad compaſſion on hiz proph,, and 
bo avme., Prong ge 'That is; be- was very piifet, 
c affli@rhem, rilttbere was no reche- 

e called fo long and loud for verpeance upon 

us Pſal. 106. $4. T hey did mot Siſtroy the Na+ 
0% 435 wire wing led among then, und learn vheir 

' worky., aud ſerved their 1dols ; theydfore war Gods 
wrath kindled inſomprb that he abbtrredbke Inhrrerunths 
"Nevertheleſs ' "be regarded their affistn whrx he heard 
bz ot did pry thim. foſea & #. compared 

ww "1-1," 7, 87 How " glove wo + what 
T Pal I & tothre? Whatdek dorty altrisis frpnifie then 

F ibus/much ? char rhovgh God be ſoprovoked, that 

F cnoching bur judgment molt come, yer like a render 

| F Father: co an unruly Child, moury)s over him, while 
F he correds bim.. "We ſhall teave what hab deenFild 
$ to confideration;. afyabno de Tregy thitd Sigh'of 
= dyingto Chriſt. 
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CHAP. XX{!T. 


| Proving thoſe Chriſlians wider "great Decay, that pray 
| more 4n Afﬀiifizon to have it removed, then {autts- 
* wk With three Canſes of this Decay. 


STGN XXI11T, 


Hen you FI more for A BT being 


remove then |, anflified. 


1; - NY not only ew ſeu Aſflidions Caufe, but 
indeed mindleſs of Affitions end, it is cafie and 01- 


ary 


ak ws ak * 
o - = 
y k 
£ 4 | TP , 
| IF} 
= 


oo 154 Shengof #Dyingardeeajing Chriſty, "ie 
dinary for perſons under Afflition: robe broughtto: | 
; their. knees to. prayer ; not enly god: men? bur: badeis 
men inaffliion will be ready zocryifor hdp,- Tween ; 
aftition they will ſeek me early. "Hol. 5.15, -Thaty 
one of their firſt works, then they will mind to be dog 
108, fill then God is.forgotteny. they having loſtmught# 
- their ſpicitual feeling ; dat now being couched intheinh 
ontward ſenſes, they, will cry far relief. Thea wicked 
Pharach, that in Exead. 5.. 24. could ſay, he i the 
 Lord«that 1 ſhonld obey bis woyer,a-to let Iſrael go?--Þ 
know not the Lord; neither will L fat Lracl yo; \in Chaps! 
$,. 8. When agency _ oy Fre Come 2 
Moſes to pray to, this Ged\fon him,; he nad but little 
pefere diſdtined : SeSthac he for Aon * ? 
1.'5. Then every may, (thati is, when they was in 
aifiction ) cries; to bi God; 'thetempeſt being great, 
and they all like to periſh, mot only cties to their 5 
but with a-bigh hand faith to Jonab, het: meaneſt. | 
thow 0 ſleeper ? ariſe - and 'call pon thy. God, 'than we * 
periſh net.. $0.4 Chron,.33ec12a; Manaſſeh When * 
was in affiition, ſought the Lord his. God: By-:9 
which compared, it is very uſual both with good 
and bad menin affliQion, to be earlyat prayer to God. 
Now Afidion you know, , we haye in the laſt 
Sign proved, is Gods Furnace t6 try the Nature of 
every Mettal by ; ſo that you may truly paſs judgment, - 
upon your ſelyes, .whether or no you are of che.dying 
hand , not by. your praying, here.you may deceive 
your ſelyes, though you pray mightily, for it.is eaſie - 
to do ſo in Affition; but if yoo pray more for Affi- 
ions being removed, then ſanitified, that is, put up 
ſtrong cries to -be caſed of the erouble, bur ſcarce 
- poſſeſt with faint wiſhes to anſwer Gods deſign inthe 
trouble ; never inquiring, what have 1 done ?- or ſay- 
ing, I muſt be more humble, more thankful, more 
__ © pitriful, 


— — PE i 7£ 


—# an Aw ad AS BM GS, 


1 tf ag Sr Pres x rp 
. Tf What Ihail 260, 48 A THE ZEA rOuUgAnan, to get 
07 | this Aſfiition.?. his yoyce cryes louder for ſpiritual + 
advantage, then bis pain for natural freedom, Let us 
TY thic + of this, and. deal. plainly wich -our own hearts, 
5 md ſee what way pulſe beacs moſt : for as the ſtaff 
dF you ſetup, will fall one way or other; ſo perſons be- 
os. more or lefs ſpiritual, will eaſily diſcover itin Af. 
2 g:Rion,, 1/racl of old might beread inthis, and you 
dinow, bow God dealc with them, of ſix hundred Aa 
eEfand; there was bur two, namely, Fob»eand Caleb, 
"Mchat catred the good land of promilc , they carly bes. 
un co ſhow how carnal they were. Exod. 13. 13, 14. 
9 FW hen they enjoyed their great deliverance from 
CE FEoypr; bondage, Chap. 1;. Then ſang they Gods 
0 praiſe; but being +put inco ſome ſtrait,” they murmor 
preſently, and wiſh to. God-they had dyed in the 
'FLaadof;Zgypr, as P/al. 106, ſhews atlarge, where 
+ # we may read of Gods dealings with them at large, and, 
Titbcir dealings: with God: while: chey had what they - 
wanked.they were pleaſed and likefl the Lord ſhould be: 2 
theirGod;bur ( when though for their own good) they 
wereRraitned,. and. did miſs. their wonred fulneſs, 
then they luſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs, and 
tempted Ged in the deſert. ver/e14. Wedonot read 
Fic was upon their hearcs to make any ſpiritual uſe or 
KF advantage” of Gods differept dealings with chem - 
. FE when they had not whatthey wonld have, inſtead of 
learning to ceaſe ro murmur, they ſtrengthened chem- 
ſelves inmurmuriog againſt che Lord, who was graci- 
Fouſly careful for them, and ſuffered not any more 
ſttaits, co befall chem, then what was in order to-their 3 
trueſt, good , although, they were, as many noware,, F- 
* F full-of complaints, yer their greateſt want was flagks; '1 
nels to;.thofe irong cries that ought. co be _— 
| ; niſti- * 
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fall chem,  rakich re tothe one & 
out/which all ZZ us Diſwdeh; Ts Ay 
all Bleſſings, Cur #3: What nam 
hurts, 62-2 org ful wok ; heakhox 
ſickneſs; defire, or want of deſire, i greens 
and our happineſs inall, by no1-gotteh ? to.wit, qþ at] 
ecernal Salvation that freeth-fromeverla Da | 
tex, that being the great work that all. 
ought and mult .give-way unto ; Butl ſhall proceed 
to the Caules,. why perſons pray more: ove A 
Rions removed, then ſarRified, 
Firſt; 1pnorance of the Caule of Afflition, . ® 
Secondly, Ipnorance of. the- Neceffity of” Aſfi-J 
Qion. 
Thirdly, Ignorance of the Endiof. Afflition, 
Firſt, Ipnorance' ofithe- Cauſe of Affliction; N Nat 
ehaſtening for the preſent. is joyous, ; but ae Pas, | : 
bireer and ſharp, baving ch 1 an plex 
whomever it _ _ in itſelf & s, 
not welcome to a t bri | 
themſelves, Who- is it that : as Fon y-> pon 
rally, and will part with what" is ou y de -_- I 
them, rather then expoſe themſelves to that torturing 
that attends ſome kind of Afflition-? Nowif asplain- 
ly and as certainly it appear; there isunwillingneſs as 
well ; in God to LOR there is in pre + 
chuſe Afflition, then it will naturally follow,” tha 
there is a Cauſe, Ignorance- of which is a main rea-F 
ſon, why wepray moreto bave it removed, then ſan-F 
a | 
For the-proof of this, that there is 8s great unwil. 
lingneſs in. God, from whom AffliQion comes, to 


give-it, as-we to receiveit - mind a little ſome'texts off 
Scripture. I Pet. 3. 8, Ana who be thas wil bares | 
| | Joun,7 


ny countenance is ſer againti ſuch, and 
orf their portion 15 bitterneſs, Levit-26,17; But if ye 

$ be followers of that which s good, whe will harm you? 
at Here ſcems to bea holy challenge, to whatſoever may 
«F harm vs; 'asif the Spirit ſhould have ſaid, What in- 
«SF deed can harm you, if God be for you ? and God 
ee will oor be againſt you, if you are followers of \that 
i= which is good; For he doth not afflift willingh, nor 
grieve the children. of men, to cruſh undenbis feet the 
JF projorcrs of the earth. Lam. 3.33, 34. Wherefore thew 
may it be ſaid, Doth the living man complain? the 
$ holy Spirit gives the anſwer ; For the puniſhment of his 
3 /in, Thejoy of aur beart is ceaſed, our dance is iurnee 
VF 5»to. mou ning; the Crown is fallen from eff our head, 
3 #0 mito u for we bave fined, Lam. 15. 16. A mul- 
titude of Scriptures might be further urged ſurther 
VS to prove both unwiflingneſs in God to Affiet,” and 

* that the 'yery Cauſe of all our Wo both cemporal and 
\ ecerna}, is our miſdoing ; O that my people had heark- 
ned to my vojee, and walked in my ways, ] ſhould have 
3 ſoon ſubdued their enemies, Wind turned my hand againſt 
3 their adverſaries. Pſil 81. 13, 14, Now in reaſon 
$3 were the/Cauſe of Affliction conſidered to be only 

from our ſelyes, procured by our miſdoinp, and ſent 
with. tendency to our mending, we ſhould ſurely pray 
more to have it ſanQified, then removed. 

Secondly, Ignorance of the Neceflity of Affliction, 
is a Cauſe of this Decay, the very unwillingneſs of 
God to bring ir, -and the creatureco indure ic, fully 
proves, that there is Neceffity for it, there cannot he 
more undelightfulnes in the creatute to undergo lan- 
guiſhing, then there is in God to put bim underlan- - 
Suiſhinge 


way bs es F 5 HM, 64 | 

(hall. ] deliver rhee © Iſrael ? Hew ſol Lake thee ar} 

X Adma? How {tall I ſeetber as Zeboim ? Mp hrare #'Þ; 

I turned within me, my repentings art” kipdled together. 
Hoſ. 11. 8. #hen he Was come near, and beheld thi { 
City, he wept over-it, Lake 19. 41, Now Gods un-"Þ 
willingneſs; proves the creature cannot live at any® 
ſpiritual race without it, and indeed Experience proves 'F 
the ſame, Before 1 was afflified [went aſtray, but 
tow ] have kept thy word. Plal. 119, 67. David wan-\ 
dred from the Fold, and was like to continue till Af-"Þ, 
flition ſpoke ro him, he forgot bimſelfand what he 
was a doing, The wicked, ſaich the Plalmiſt,” are nor" 
in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued like F- 
other men; therefore pride. compaſſeth them about as a Þ 
Chain, violence covereth them as a garment ; and what 
uſe do they make of it? they ſay how doth God know; 
and is there knowledge inthe moſt High ? This clearly 
notes, thata condition freeſt from trouble or affliction; 
generally is attended with carnalWfeſt behaviour-God- 
ward, when 1 had fed them to the full, they then com- 
mitted Adultery, and aſſembled by troups into Harlots 
houſes, Jer. 5.7. By all chis it appears, that iris from 

* ipnoranceof Afflictions neteſlity, if we pray moreto 
bave ir removedthen ſfanRified., - F 

Thirdly, Ignorance of the End of Affliion, is 
Cauſe-of this Decay ; now the Cauſe b:ing Sin, and 
the Neceflity being to bumble; the Endis to ſave. 
Now all Gods dealings are mercy, whatſoeyer he doth 
to the creacure, is like bimſelf;- and in its ſelf is mer- 
cy. if he give us all we defireand would baye, itis 
Mercy; it he keep us wichout 1t, itis Mercy; Health 
from-him is Mercy, ſo is Sickneſs; Plenty from'binm 
is Mercy, fo is Poverty  -Healyb, Life, Strenpth;' 
and fuch like Fayours temporal, eytry body wil ac- 
| knowledpe. 


a} 
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; » ercy bo, TRAr cond ra wy __ Q! | > 
; none wi * AD 1ercy, this j1 is Mercy Ot 
* this Checquer \ work the World is made of, ſore of he 
7 fſametimeare wringingtheir hands for ſorrow whileo- 
F thersare clapping —_ hands for jay;ſome with ſtraits, 
.# through Sickneſs Poverty ie Veep R 
6 thro , ealch and Plenty, . rejoy ww. BO _ 
rea bas od ts is, how to bring ch here ro6 | yr FRY 
k | Weoding as truly Mercy, . as the Ita Ws 
\ Amrobg For which end conſider, w 
count, Health, Plenty, -and ſaeb like Injoyments Mer- 
cy, bur becauſe they have in them an TN 


4 tefirtHle gh06;-a feaſonable and ſoitable $ 
5 rbofrawotel cheeonrary,” they.are-as ſeaſonabl 
$ as ſuitable, could” our' frail beares fo receivethem, for 

they; are 25. :raly, from che Lqrd:asthe other, and as 
| «truly have; the fame cod in,them,' There are. tw9 
great Endsjn all God doth, on#is tysHonour, che 0- 
ther:is our Salvation. . Now if God-giveus w At-WE 
haye;bis/End is the ſame ;.and-if he give us the 
rary:;his End is is the (ame; and Chriſtians cerwginly 

niipoſhaing hisEnd to beMercy,is theCauſethey ini 

- eonſtrne his ARions.co be Mercy , that both are Mer- , +5 

- <p, tend Exod, 13.17. T hergod led them threghe i 
F wilderyeſs, an unbeaten way, where th:y wanted bath © *: 1 

' bread and water ;, and yet both End and Actign Mer: 

cy to bring them to'Canaar, and deliver them 
rm by the Philiftines ;, Remember all the Way Shich "£5 
Lord thy God led thee theſe fourty years,throwgh that © 1, 
- Freat 4 terrible Wilderneſs, Wherein was fiery Ser= © 
ge © id” Scor front, and Drought and no Water, that 
<4 and prove thee to do thee goed ay 

It is tovevidenr, that 7/r ac! u 

bs EE God ] but it was great Mercy - 
: mere re: FH aa = e Ec 
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Me ainist 36 it fix Seaſons, i» which Chyiftians 
to” hjer le themſelves by fobing ; ; proving thoſe 
"decay, that in times. of EG Can finds ” 
wy for PO 


T Hep. under Gods ani, you +ap 1 
. neither £ pu wr vity, + ner exccelerr- 
p and ag-aod 


, In 


any timesis prevailed Le] 

——_ nes breed ang ' even Tofuſt» * 

of s way, it which he hath often been found. 

=... iy it is the more prevailing with him, inf6 

bo tft in it a gracious tendency to abaſe and | 
F 'and make it moreto fit ro'receivethe kind\im- 


Cad 


on of his precepts, in opening 'of his | Þ 
ah withthe revef@cing him be threat- 

, it being a ſexſ0n not only of Hiying the fon low 
in its own eyes, "at the ſenſible fight of His own vite- 
bs nefs,. but a marvellous exalti the gracious _— 
- forbetrance of God; foroing't e heart'to-ay 

>= - what manner of foie is this that ;weſhould) 'be ca 
the Children of God? Who was before walloweryin 


| ah, are Keves hr torelnebbunts, \v 
——__ o, being atimeor eating rote 
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t che decay of ſomegrowto JF 
- paſs, even ſo ripe for reaping, that except they 
ould from a deep ſenſe of their ſtate, be mightily, 


x brought down to. humble their ſouls.with faſting, . as 
the laſt remedy. left or prepared by God, for ſuch, © 


conditions to hetake themſelves unto; and that if } 
they here ſhould fail, chen to be giyen up to the month, 


of ruine. Hear ths, ye old men, give ear all ye inha- 
bitants of the Land, hath this been in your days or even,” 


6 the days of your Fathers ; - tell ye your Children of it, -. 


and let your Children tell their Children, and their Chil. 
dren another generation: that which the Palmer worm 
hath left, hath the locuſt eaten,and that which the locuſt 
hath left, hath the canker-Worm eaten, and that which 


the canker-worns hath left, hath the caterpiller eaten , 
[anttifie ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the 
Elders, and all the inhabitants of the Land, into the 


Honſe of the Lord, their God, and cry, alas, alas, 
for -the day of the Lord is at hand, and as arftruTion 
' frem the Almighty ſhall it come. How evident.is jt 
that this was this peoples laſt remedy, and excepttheyy * 
now find mercy, nothing but deſtruRion will be their 


portion ? 


- But ſome may ObjeR and ſay 


\ bow ſhall we know 


when dangers ſuch, chat without bumbling our ſelves 
with fiſting joyned co prayer, weare like to meet with 


ruin ? 


 Anſw. There are ſix ſeaſons that of neceflity calls 


for Faſting wich prayer, 


Firſt, when long patience is abuſed, | 
Secondly, when juſt judgments are.threatned. 
Thirdly, when juſt judgments are executed.” 
Fourthly, when iniquity in Churches gets a head. 


Fifthly, when Churches grows ſecure. 


Sixthly, 


| RY "oEOIITIT SF ITT OO ERR 2 2.0 ne or NES 
F «© Signs of « Dying or dicayingg. Chriffian, - 167 
 - Sxtbly, when ſome great thing is by chem to be' 
obtained; 4 E - 

Firlt, when” long patience is abuſed; patience or 
forbearance in God, is long exerciſed to both Churches 


moo DS 


away, the rod is ſhaken againand aprin, while they 
. F. are under viſible decay, and though God wait long: 
* i|- upon ſuch as grows luke-warm in all 'their ative 

\ graces, yet will he at laſt ſpeak home to them ; it was 
thus with {rae after they had reſted from their trou- 
bles, they-did evil again and apait, for which God 
did gently whip chzm ; then they turned for a while, 
and cryed, but preſently after, went to their. old 
courſe, Tet many years did he forbear them, and teft4- 
fied - againſt them, by bis Spirit in his Prophets, et 
Would they not hear, therefore gave he'them up into the 
hand of the people of the Land, Nehem. 9. 30. Soin 
feremiahs tine, they provoked Gods patience long, 
So 'that the Lord conld no longer bear, becanſe of the 


evil of their doings, clearly noteing, that they had long. 


abuſed his long forbearance, therefore was their land 
made deſolate. But, | 
Secondly, when ju{t judgments are threatned; 

when God hath waited long upon his People or aNati- 

on, and called that way for reformation ; but it 'wil 

not do, he is wont-ſtill in mercy for their true good 

| to walk in another Method, and. that is to ſhake his 
' | Rod, or threaren them what he will do, exreptthey 
repent, | 
The old World did provoke God long, and he 
warned chem Fourry years together while the Ark was 
preparing, and threatned them all that rime with'a 
deluge of Water ro deſtroy them, on purpoſe for their 
reclaiming; thouph he knew what Sodow'and Gomor- 
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and people, before with judgment he ſweeps them ' 


rh "had done, yer be would inquire whether ir were . 
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royed by God without #4 arning, and patient Waiting, 
not only to teach us to walkin Gods Methodin all our 
ſubordinate affairs, Superiours to Iriferiours, Judges 
to Malefa&odrs, but alſo to exalt Judgment and Juſtice 
in God, to the acknowledging as David did, Pſal. 
$1.4. This is done, that thow mighteſt be juſtified 
when thou ſpeakef, andelear when thou jnageſt ; (hall 
not ( faich Father 4brabam ) the Jadge. of all the 
Earth do righteouſly. 

But Secondly, It is a feafon that calls for of neceſſi- 
_ ty, ſelf-hombling by prayer with faſting, when juſt 
jodgments are executed, &e, Thirdly, 


- p : - ! 
— Fo. Fat p a - nas. £7 WE i575 wy . « x : 
a ei Joe 
. 


5 . a ” 


[5 ;p4 
= 


\ Thirdly, when: juſt judgments are execr 
ſeaſon for faſting joyned with prayer, rhar.chey may 
be again removed, 7 hen Hanan ſaid, the remnant 
which are left of the captivity there zu the province are 
in great affiiftion and reproch, the wall of Jeruſalem 5 
brozeu down, and the gates thereof burnt with fire ; and 
it came to paſs when Theard theſe Words 1 [ate das 
and wept, and mourneg certain days, aud Faſted aud 
prayed before the God of Heaven, Nehens, 1. 3,4. This 
way good Nehemiah took, and it was proſperous with 
the Lard. . | | 

. Fourthly, when iniquity gets head, that is, when 
fin and finners in Churches, grows ſo nymeroys and 
heady, chat they are like to-out-voyce the berter par- 
ty, it is high time then to be nighc and day withetie- 


. 


- Lord in faſting and prayer, that injquities head may 


be broken, by the ſword of his mouth ; there wasa 
few names, and it was but a few in Sardis Charch, 
that had not defiled their garments, the greateſt pare 
were readie ed die, and th& Lord threatens to un- 
church them except they repent... Rev. 3. And now 
you call the proud happy, yea, they that work Wwicked- 
weſt are ſet up, and they that tempt Ood are even deli” 
vered s then they that feartd the Lord, fake often one 
to another, Mat. 3. 15,16. + 

Fifchly, when Churches grow? ſecure, that is, as 
ſafely ſheltered in their account from iudgment, 
though a dying to every duty,, asif they werein a 
growing , flouriſhing ſtate, contenting themſelves to 
be told it is not well with them, but fir ſtill from uſin 
eicher means of information orrecoyery, as hrogh 
they were minded to ſuffer their diſtemper to grow 
mortal ; Thou ſaift / am rich, and increaſed with 
goods, and have weed of nothing, ana knoWweſt not that 
thow art wretched; and miſerable, avd blind, and n4- 
_ oi 1. "_ , ka. 
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Be ztalous therefore and regent. Rev. 3.77, ﬆ.. 2: 
© Bir Sixthly and Laſtly, when ſome great chingsare 
by chem to 'bEobtained, or preat judgments execu- 
red" and the cauſe is not fully difcoyered,. there is no 
vettings-cure' till we know the Cauſe, nor'no knowing 
theCauſe but by Prayer and Faſting; It is Gods uſual 


Mechod gyhen be hath fome great bleffing to bring up- - 1 


ona Nation or People; to ſer it upon their Hearts 
ſong before, \to be in a burning zealous frame. of pray- 
er; for the haſtening of ſuch a bleſſing, And on the 
contrary, it is very obſervable in experience , that 
when jadgments'are a coming upona Peop'e, Family 
or Perſon, [there is certainly a great ſtupidity in them, 
and great degrees of ſecurity in them, beſpeaking 


health and happyneſs, when wo and angniſh i at the © 


dvor For when th:y ſhallfay FEACE AND 


SAFETY to themſelves then 'SUED D EN DE- 


STRUCTION cometh upon them, as Trayiil 


upon a” Woman, from which they ſhall nor eſcape. 


1 Theſ. 5. 3. The old World preached Peace allthe 
while the Ark was making, though every Hammer 
and Nail preathed: War , and in their Security, Fat, 
Drank, - Bought, Sold, Builded, 'Planted, or gave 
up themſelves to all thefe, 'not minding till the Flood 
came and cook then all away. When the Church of 
God had a Jobs Zaptifs beheaded, and a Peter alſo 
- keptiin priſon, and near to be rhade another ſacrifice , 
what do they do ? Fall upon the work of Faſting and 
Prayer tili God works a miracle, then Prayer was 
made of the Church of God without ceaſing, fo 
Fun anderſtinding-by Books, the number of the 
Fears"of /ſraels Captivity: Now great is his ſitait 
how to nnderſtand Gods time, what doth hedo inthis 
great firgit. Chap. 9. 3. let'us behold this bleſſed py 
wk? - an 
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learn co: write after it; "And1 ſer my face # 
4 God by Prayeriand Smnpplication, with F 
and Sachcloth and After. ( Markghat)- Datel gives 
up: bimfelf co work wick, all bis mighr ;-he-labovredh 


F like a Marriner at the Pump whenthe ſhip leaketh, 


and 


and Death approcheth, ceaſe pumping:and qui 
followeth Sinking ; here chey work as for their lives! 
Thus did 'g00d Daniel, and God was intreated, and® 
mer” him with an anſwer, Fear not Daniel ; for from 
the ff day that thou didſt ſet rhine heart to underſtand 
thaſten thy"ſelf before thy God, thy Words were 


' heard, and 1 am come becauſe of thy words ; Qh that 


this example may be bleſſed of God to Churches thac 
| have great Corruptions' to Conquer, and great Blef- 
ſings ro'obtain, that they would ſet themſelves as one 
$ ſhoulder to this work of Fafting and Prayer, fo ſhall 
F they not need to go. drooping all the day long, bur 

| thus" Secking-in faithfulneſs, "Prat undoubredly Find 
F the approch of anſwerable bleſſings ; to which blef. 
F ſed'end,s for the good of Churches, Families; and 


» 


F every. individual member; the good Lord bleſs theſe 


 Cautions, Amen. 
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CHAP, XXV, 


Containing in it the evil of Ignorance, in not knowing 
wherefore Gods Rod is come,nor what good it hath done: 
with three Cireftians how to knotv when perſons are un- 
der this Decay ;, and three Remedies againſt it. 


.., SI GN XXV, 
| WW Hen Gods. Rod worketh ſo little upox you, that 
; V V...* you tan netther tell wherefore ts is comegnor 


| what good'it bath done, 
*h. 


People 
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3 $ Sagns of « Dying tngireupeng CPR 

” .. People under thisSignare ve! ; miſcrable,for the 
' only miſcrablein general, . bat-miſcrable naderthe JF. 
means of reducement; theSun of ſuch is ſetting,and the | 
Lamp a going out, ltis a miſery to be in need of the». 

Phyſitian, but to remain. in miſery ( after their beſt 
application . as to healing ) muſt needs be myſcrablee ' 
for chen there remains no viſible hope of remedy; 
®*When ccorreQion by the Rod will nat do, (chat is, _ 
oe reclaim, ) then is giving op the' next | 
work. 


It may be neceſſary to open the meaning of Gods +. 
Rod, it gnifies/ his ſtripes, or chaſtiſements; and * 


Gith the decaying Chriſtian, itis true, theſe and theſe } 


miſcries lie .upon me, and have for ſome time, but 1 
know not the cauſe, nor whatis amiſs, or how to have | 
it removed, nor wherein to be bettered. The Scrip+ 
ture gives us many fad inſtances of ſuch a people as F 
theſe, Fer. 2. 30. 1n,vain have 1 ſmitten your Chil: 
dren, they have veetived ne correftion; though'lT do 


corre them, yet they do not receiveit ; that is, they 4} 
rerain the ſame nnder it.” as fer. 5. 3. Thou haſt | 


ſtricken them, bat they have not grieved, thon bait | 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive corre- 
ftiow ; for the people turneth not to him that ſmiteth them , | 
ſtrangers have devonred their Brength, yet they know it 
wot ; though gray bairs are here aridthere upon them : 
Such as theſe have loſt their ſpiritual bold, and feels 
not theforce of Goſpel-arguments, and now the De- | 
vil may take their Religion from them, if he brings } 
but ſomething by way of exchange, that ſerves and 
ſuits their external ſenſes. -It- is eaſe for ſuch to ſell 
their Maſter for thirtypieces of Silver, juſt like 1/raet  F 
of old. Exod. 32. When they ſaw that Moſes delayed his | 


com5ng ( though he is gone up to the Mount with God) \ 


Jet they make themſelves ney Gods ; meer ſhows, and | 
wy forſake 1 
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ſb the true God , this isa molt milerable 
how ſhall we know weare under this dying Si 
; andpet helpagainſt ir. | 
Firſt, When no aMiion or Rodchat comes upon 
you, doth ſo much trouble you,as to-provoke to a dili= 
exrch what is the cauſe of whatis come. Jer. 
IG , 1 hearkned and beard, La hae 
rig be, | man repented him of bis evil, ſa 
bs I done > The Stork, Turtle, and ſaying, Fl 
ſerve their time, but my people know not the parame 
3 of the Lord, They know not wherefore my Rod is 
; come, but if 1 afflict them, they get it off as (on as 
they can, not conſidering, that if ie do got mend 
ow. I ſhall bring ſeven times worſe Judgments upon 
them; As it is with ſome, and our experience -c30 
| fpeak to the truth of it; Ler God viſie their family 
with ſickneſs, they will ſend tothe phyſician, andif 
he goeth further and bring death, they will burytheir 
, dead, as faſhionably as they ean, but bardly in» 
quire, ſaying, what baye I done ? or what owgheI 
' tolearn? 

Secondly, When if you are wrought upon to inquire 
$ afterthe Cauſe, you centerin generals, - thatis, ſome 
3 # fin ocother not deſcendingto particulars; for this and 
' this evil, itisthus and thus with me. 

Thirdly, As God never ſpeaketh without Cauſe, fo 
he never ſpeaketh but ro purpoſe, what doth not help 
ſhall further hurt ; his Word and Sword fhall not re- 
earn in vain ;- Herein lyeth the $kill of Chriſtianiry, 
not ro acknowledge in the general, that they ſuffer for 4 
fin, bur 20 fall knowingly upon particulars ; rhus and ® ® } 

* thus have done, he Devil is not wanting here to uſe 5 
His kill, for the blind-fold a decaying Chriſti- 
an from figbe and ſenſe of the wonnd- and cauſe. 
wherefore it came , as the ſureſt remedy - 
gain! 
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>. Mew of a tan oath rene Is x7 Fwd 
ih k-Jefoomation? and Gerainlyis' in Gods { 
ha wereedrhe Rod, and whereforcir iscome ; eve; 
his common Jud erits teach this.” For ſeldom or 


never is a fin a curionseye may eaſily | 
read. the fin inthe Panic ; the fin of 'Yanton. F 
> under Fulneſs, may eaſily: 'bereadin t carcity 
Bread che fix of a haoghtry frerched ogt Nec 
TS anton eyes, may be cahly" read ina Leproys 
Seab? mſftead of a ſweet- (mell, 'a ftink,, inflead of 4 
| ale, a rent; infttad of well fet hair, baldneſs "5 2 
"uw of brauty, barning. How *Abth the City'ſit Tolls 4 
mp Fhat was full'of' people, ſhe that was great among . | 
the princes is become Tributary 3 ſhe weepeth-ſore in the 
*gbt ber years are on her checks, ber adverſaries the | 
f, her entmies proſper, Wherefore is this ? The Spirit - 
of God makes anſwer, The ord bath affiifted ber for © 
the multitude of her Tran preſſions.” Lam. 3. The | 
hand of the picifnl, Women have Sodden theif own + 
Children, they were” their 'mearin the deſtrution'of Þ 
the daughter of people, The Crowy « fallen from 
off our heads, Wo unto us for we havg ſinned'! Chap, 
F. 16. Here is our puniſhment, andin this you'may _ ; 
read our Wantonnef in Sin; we were full, and how + 
are hungry ; we abuſed our plenty, andiris turned _ 
iff ſcaroty, W hen Enplands peace wasbleſſed with 
Plenty, and that Plenty abuſed with Pride ; Godfenc 
or Be a Civil Sword to witneſs : apainſt | its Pride; 
and complainedof theabuſe of its Plenty :' poor How: 
dm in ſixty five,,and fixty (ix, might readin legible - 
CharsRers its Sin in its Puhiſhment, when the fire lefr 
® ws'no houſe, and' the Plague” lefc-us 'no inhabitant; | 
Pride and fulneſs'of bread, and #bundance of: Idle: S 1 
neſs: called upon vs co come ;» And behold the Workfef | 
p Ged, what defolation he bxd mile int Lo on. [1 
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' {202 this dyizg Sign,'It i polidie to confels inrhe 


general, and reſt here. | 
Log have mercy.upon us poor ſinners, and. not 
$9 er wherein, and tor whag, we make this 
, this 1s.,.commqn.awong. the, Sops of - Menaeons 
pray 5 prayer on a general faſting day, .in-point 
| ens confi but anon, Lord thank heeinn not 
” as (pe = nor. even asthis Publicane in point of 
Bora nos, in the one, forget or know not the.ſig 
enfibly, for which they have made confeſſion; 
« other, plead ſelf acceptance, and ſhut qutJeſu 
n. the paint, of ſome particulars of. common 
+1 Or juſtice , which they make their Idol,” 
farther, It. is poſſible to confeſs in general, By 
deſcend | into particulars, - yes, the, very ſin or ſins for 


I | which the Rod is come, and-to center bere, 'and to, 
- take-up: opr reſt, ſhore of the. God of reſt , coming 


thus will bg but woful if slone ;, and therefore con- 

muſt.he particular, and accompanyed with 
Sion, for, and. turning from, _ In_7eremzahs time, 
there was a. people very, ſecure in going bur thus far, 
Chap: 7,4. Truft, net in lying words, ſaying, the 
" Tem The Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Tem- 


| Ple.« v1 Lord are theſe, If ye throughly amend your 
j | brat as well as confeſsthem,-. then will I cauſe you to" 


ell. ſafely; thong p oe cry the Temple of the Lord, 
apehat be a all a lying word io your 
ep bag! ill cad En nt, exeept you 
thro! y do 85. you fo Lord help ys 
vp ages Wh y off ev QL, and-ro.cut 
'GR OV -E, xy 4D Or them as well 


as io. on Ponlel them ; andif oh right eye offend th 
pluck 
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cer inroife blind a6 mais 
ev eyerndrnd kn HE. | 
eo Hell: their Wworghaaiver ates, and the fire. 
Av ya ths 


Now as Remedies a ainſ this d ind Sip, = NY 
Firſt! Keep your Judgments under continual iofor- 
- thatk6#, from thoſe! etts of Sctipture, rliar declares 'F 
what" the Rodis ſentfor; Deve. 17, tay well be al-, | 
Indd*ro; the King molt tave the Lav by bins conrinu- | 
ally, "Aur "he may reall therein,” and why > That bis 
biart $t-»ot liffed wh" above bis brethren ; audthat lhe } 
might learn to fear hh Lord hisGod boa Dd, 1 
_ rye = he was daily to bei a b 
n' the Law, as't per way he bop: 
God; and to avoid Ay ing ny 
inp rh Judgment will not arias Mfr ree to 
the keeping from doing evil, except there be'a a 
roring the mind in the ſame things a gaiv, atid again 
vfret rubbing thehands us "and fla an. - 
ting the inſtrument keeperh from ruſt, and an 
ſharp; even ſo, often — cheunder 
ind Judgment with ſome ſuch Texts theſe, bears }} 
fach a ſtroak upon the heatr, as codeliver it 2-0 
ing in thar wc i attended with ſuch woes from £a- 
Ven. 'Levits 26. 14, 15, 16,17. If ou" willgtat hrerk- 
2 to 'me and Ao all my tommandmbntt, I will appoint ] 
over" you terrer 3 yea, and ſet my face at ainft You, and 
plas ut: you for your ſing." Job 36. 18. Becanſethere 
"wrath, beware, left he take thee aWay with & ftrogh, 
then a great ranſome et deliver thee: The Pto- 
pher.J/«:4b in Chgp. 5. fromthe 87h co the 23; Wk 
ptonounceth woe 
ing-cranf] effors y 


wy ms 


EE 


- i few Covemnr Ezrh, 33." 1 wil wn 
'Þ heart, avid give thie # bears of fleſh 


and pive thee a ſoftheart, ff hy aca 
- ard mertal you knowthatis hard and utweldy, chat 


{ will not receive an imprefrion, is pat'to'rbe fire to 


., foften;' ro make it receiveche firoak, in 2 Chron, _Nz 

4 25 "you have a tively inſtance of 'a ſoft heart, 
#5 thy heart was.cender, a—_—_— 
I we me ; wy fluſh erem for ftar of they. 
4 Ward ain lin, Phal. 119. 120, © 

, When at any time a Rodfrom Godcomes 
| afouyou; ; paſs Judgment udgment ſtill that there is ſome cauſe; 

ceaſe not —_— fearchingtill30find ir our? 
This will certaifly preferve you from being under'the 
' poſſekion of this dying Sign, of. 7. 7/rael come 
ro loſs, what doth he then do ? Cry, alas O Lord God, 
wherefore haſt thow at all brought theſe people ovens 
to deliver #« into 'the hands of the Amorites to de- 


f X 
"eas cty'to Foſhwa, be cries.to God, © Lord 

God .- Al 1 ſay, when Ifrucl wrmy their backs 
before: their enemies; far the Candanices, "nll off * 
the inhabitants of the' Lund fall brer of it, and ene 
| am names es off the Earth? Aud what wilt 


?. aa pleads with 
God, din#-4 Goon his Face, 'caſts 
con oh Fat 


= dy ni Rand deſors vor rt, JEL 
be with-therh.any more, 
dccarſed thing from am T 
them, there-15, 8. cauſe ſets og ypon « os of | 
Search. Now.the Lotis caſt, andic fallsupon, Aches 
who had: feeri; and coveted a goodly.babylonjſh Gar+ | 
ment,” (- which ſhows char Sin.may look with-a, good | 
ly 'Countenance, whilſt it is' but. the actar/ed thing) * 
two bandted-ſhekels:of Silver, anda wedge of Gold, 
of fifcy. fhekels weight, cill all-cheſe. wich: Sohn af 
all bis, is, toned and buryed under be beap,; the 
Je; of the :Lord ignottu emay galchovgh: a\fo-» 
his at Prayer, thar at anothergime ſo prevails." r 
Sun ſands {ill for-;a whole. day. together 5 "hs | ; 
there tver [uob aiday. as this, that God hearkywdtavbe 
-wozce, of 4 mane Yer now-canpetiheheerd wy 
cauſe, he ſqupd; on. and- the. Camp, purgedy 1 
lewe this -to; conſideration and Gods bleſling,;; andfo 
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Shewing  whert fin takes its beginning, JrTg * i 
Kwods 5f- heirimed to, it works raine ; "with: fx [petial. 

AMark:, how perſons fo pardoned ) muy _w 
-mhenGad will ſuffer Fo Tr gto on m_ a 
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|  - Hi6vpht isthe firſt door of che mindiniwardly; 2s 
[the eye and car are 6f the body outwardly ; here fin 
/ "rakesfirſtplace, and if here ir be oc firſt Nainy/iv/will 


increaſe to conception, and from thence toaRion, 
the eye and ear carry ings to the thought; and 3 
the thought - catries things to the conteption,” and vx 
conception to affeRion, and affeion to-conſent; and ” 
conſent to ation; and thus you may behold how great 
u fire a little ſpark kindles; Now every good man hath 
| hada deareſt luſt, andeyery wicked man hath a dear- 
eſt luſt, that he moſt hugs; loves, andferyes, though 
evil men do obeyſance to any fin that ſhits with thetr 
lixing, yet there is ſome particularſinto which chey 
have moſt ſingle regard , and the beſt of Gods people 
are under more particular inclination, to ſome one b 
. particuler fin «ben other, and in danger to fall and be A 
overcome thereby. | r K:»gs 8. 38, therethe Scripture 
notes.this, under the name of hearr-plagie ; alſo P/al, b. 
18, 23. Ah mine iniquity. Now this comes to the #* 4% 
thoughts for entertainment; and chereispreateſt poſ- - 
ſibilicy of finding entertainment , for which cauſtGods 
word fs much inveighs againſt thoughts, when they 
are about evil exerciſes. Ge, 6. 5, Every imagination 
- of the thought of his beart was evil, and only evil, Jer. 
' 4. 14. How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within 
thee ? Prov. 24.' 9. The thoughts of fooliſhneſs a fiw. 
| Thought isthe leaſt motion of the mind, and whether 
ic be wicked or good, is not hid from God, nor frota 
Gods Vice-gerent, even Conſcience ; No thought 54 
be 'with-held from thee. Job 4.2, 2; No fecret deſipy, "x 
though in the very heart of man, can be fo carried on ai 
as thar'Cod cannot beprivy to it. Ames 4. 13. That I 
declarith to man .what ts his thought. Now thought, 
thongh the leaſt motion of the mind, yet being im- 
ployed with contignal good obje&s, as the ReſureRi- 
N 0n; 
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be the eſtate of che Peary "a th b! 
force both upon the heart and converſation » 


late thiogs there, and by all poſſible means labours to / 


work ſfach up to Gods likeneſs, that chey may bave 
boldneſs in judgment, even ſo (andlet conſcience now 
ſpeak} letting the thoughts have to do, ( ſo as to 
like of ) choſe yain 
men are apt to ſet up to themſelves,as Uncleanneſs,Co. 
vetouſnels, &c. bath as great force on the conyer- 
ſation, to carry it Hell-ward. Ic highly concerns 
Chriſtians-therefore, to. be upon the examination of 
their ſtate, as to thriving or decaying, and to ſeeto 
the Thought what branch it bears; the beginnings of 
ſin inwardly being there, and be certain to paſs this 
jadgment upon your ſelyes, that if to your thoughts, 
your former deareſt luſt in any branch of it, or any 
other ſin be pleaſant ro you; that is,call, lovely,comely, 
or deſirable, and not rather hateful, frightful, bur- 
thenſome, black and helliſh; you are a dying or de- 
caying to heaven, and heavenly things; and very ſea- 
ſonable to ſuch may the counſel of Peter be, Repent 
of this thy wickeaneſs, and pray God the thought of thy 
heart may be forgiv:n thee. I ſhall from hence take 
occaſion to give you fix Marks, by which you may 
know when God will ſuffer your Return back to your 
. old deareſt luſt, or ſome other 6n;and they may byGods 
bleſfing and your care,flay iniquity in its firſt motion. 
Firſt, The firſt Mark may be this, - when after God 
hath pardoned the fins you once lived in, you are not 
abaſed in your own eyes, ſo as to walk bumbler with 


God all your days: Now this is Gods greatend in for- | b; 


giving all fin. Zzek. 15, 62, 63, [will eftabliſh my 
Covenant With ther, and thou ſhalt know that I] am the 


Lord, that thou maiſt remember, ( mark that ) ay x 
e 


y delights, that the hearts of 
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| # 3 og 
#7 be confounded, and never opin thy month more, becanſe 
i of thy fame, when 7 pg fr toward: thee; p”. 
 Ezek, 36. 29, 3O, 31, I alſo will ſave jou-from alt © 
| your wncleanneſſes, both guilt and filth, then bell you 
Jour owt evil ways, and ſhall lothe your ſelves 
"5n your own ſight, for your iniquities, and for your 4- 
nations. $0 that yonſee, Gdd ExpeRts toreceive 
the fruit of ſelf.abaſement from the pardoned. 

Bur Secondly, When becaufeof your graces, you are 
in any meaſure liftedup, to admire grace more then 
giver : By grace here, I mean the Graces of gifts, as abi- 
lity to pray or preach, &c. diſtin& from the Graces of 
* Humility, Meekneſs and Charity ;for a man may be ficti 
- incheone, and yet poor inthe other. 1 (0.13, 1,2,3. 
Now you muſt diſtinguiſh berween Graces and 

' Gifts, with what allowance the Scripture gives, other. 
\, wife yewillconfotind both by mixing them together , 
for though Graces be Gifts, and Gifts be Graces, 

{ yetarethey notſuch as proye, that of neceſſiry where 
the Gifts or Graces of Preaching, or Praying, or 
K ,' Or Tongues are, there will de the Graces 
of Humility and Thankfulneſs ; though it will prove 
chere ſhould be ſuch Graces , che reaſon conceive ly 
eth here, and it may be worthy our noting, ( thus ) 
The Graces of gifts inthe ſenſe we diſtiaguiſh,are more 
properly given of God for the benefic of others , as 
he gave his Spirit to Sax/, for the benefit of 7/rae! : 
Now other Graces are moſt properly given for the 
profit of -our ſelyes, becauſe with the one we may pe- 
+. riſh, without the other we catinor be ſaved. Now 
*F both this dying Sign, and the diſtin&ion may be of 
uſe, if confidered among Churches, for experience 
#1* cetls us, while the bumble in beart have ſtood with 
4 * their low and meanparts, in the mean cimethoſe call 
in Gifts bave fallen like Dayov before the Ark,; and 
N 2 ic 
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E #BGraces, and thatfrom God _—_ Tas 

-- fon fall in'love with the Gif, and himſelf fo r:th 

" Gift, as r6+be lifted op to the forgetting God-the © 

FR, 3 'C brox., .26;. 15, 16s" Compared with Chap, 
ne Tiy 

| > Thirdly, A third gn :.of Gods ſafering penſonses. | 

fall into ſin, may bethis; When ſignal favours-from 


God given you aren GT , Dae IPrganten. 3 There” : | 4 


this very £ind,ſometimeor other of cheir liſe; for they 'Þ 
are not on ſharers'in Gods common favours, that 74 


he daily ws- upon. all, * as Rain, 3 
food; rayment, healtt;” firength : and the like; & but 6 
alſo f grial and ſpecialfavours,as Redemption from he = 7 
Grave, when at the) very brink-to viſiÞle yiew; * 5 
./ fayours of ſuch like kind as Vai wer whenthe finſt- 


born in Zeype dyed, not a Dog barksagainft 7/earÞy" * 


when Plague or Sword ſweeps away: w hw 


our right hand, and on ourlefe, AApngronn ab ; 

touched, this cercainly i is never to be forgotten': ſothe 
red-Sea deliverance, the Fillar of Clond =_ 'and 
of Fire by night, together wich the: dividing of the 
Waters of Fordav, are Parables, doubtleſs in F 
days, and weunder as gc NEE A 


ber with thankfulneſs Gods loving kindne(s, *Ditvid 
that ou man, makes obſeryation jo'this caſe of -0ld: 
- Tſracl,and bath lefttheir ſainfor penerations toirome, | - 


to read and take warning by. P/al, 106; 9," 10y It: | 24 


12, 13. God rebuked the red Sea, anditwas' | 
up, and redeemed chem from the hand:of yp 
mies ; yet they ſoon forgot his Works, "and waited tot 

his counſel; $0 2 Chron. 32. 24 "Heeebiah Was 

20 death, and he prayed toGod,* and he gave him a Os. 
bat Hezckiah rendred not again ae Ne ro the wow | 
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D ;  Hivovrr: 'calls for more'\ then ordinary-returns ; 'and 


F - der great ( 


wy it is «kind of t 


ing with" hard 


whereits a wanting, God is proyoked to ſuffer ſoch to 
fall; 1pray. God 'make this bint as acceptable, 4s'it: is 
ſeaſonable to thoſe that ſhall meet with ic. 

» 'Fourthly,” A fourthMark how'petfons may know 
when God will ſuffer them to fall. into Sin-; Whbn un- 
rajts] youare nor: much with God for wif. 
here muſt needs be dange- 


ing God, «daring as ir 


dom and counſel, Negle&t 


holy One of Iſrael, 


in the way to hea- 
| Xert great ſtraits of-ore 
er,” 1 incoit promiſeth 

& leſs; Mok $4. er will come after 

me; rs bing taks up his C voſt eh wid follow me ; So 
that Jeſus Chriſt would have perſoos count upon meet- 
s, thatwilkbe his Diſciples: For * 
#iant borwt6 trouble as the ſparks fly upward: Job 5.7. 
Now'that none may ſink under them, Jeſus Chriſt 


hath made proviſion, which if they negle& they are 


like'to petifh, Afar. 26. 4. The Shepheard ſhall be 


44 and the Sheep all ſcattered;, now the beſtpre- 


inſt ſuch, a danger, is, Watch and proy 


0 _— erttwot into tempration. Luke 21, 26. Mens 
hearts: failing theres for fear, and for looking after what 


ſhall come to paſs ; for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken's Therifore. watch ye and-pray always, that ye 


| be accounted worthy to eſcape. By theſe Texts, ro-" 


withPhil. 4.6; Be careful fornothing, but in = 
thing byprayer andſoppbeeies tet your requeſts. ., ® © 


be 


3 2. omen een Seng F- 
FT ” him" by all which it is clear, that more then ordinary - - 


ka wo cries tokin by prayer, with anpletiony 
No doubt but ſuch will find Chriſt ſeaſonabl y 
bim ; . bur if you- find a ſecure-drowſinefs the” * 
on BT ay tte 
T are eeÞ three times 

t - r, and cannot waich with their Lord one hour, '} 
are their miſery will be greater by his 

rom them: but 1 ſhall end this-Mark, 
| acious pattern Ars ow 
who be in an Afony, avd ſweat, 6s ie were 4 


o S 
oo Tb 


= of ,be at: Rargedy waved 
Lake 23. 4 4 v9 
Fifthly.* When yoo nes Body cloſe with FO we, | 


{in ; this cempts « . and rempts 
God to. leave you; con o fp 6 1. ſeeks to 
take a Wife among the that be we. wt 
| feth ay occaſion againſt thens 1 Even , doth not 
Devil make his attempts, whereby he. may give an 
occaſion tq9 Gods, People to finz The ready cofiog 1 
wherewith ; tempteth him further co cempt-them; 1 
and indeed. tempgech God to leavethern : /Nowoome | 
| oy. to fi comes many woys, _ from. different 
objets, that may haye but lictle inning, and:yer 
call concluſions , ſometimes the ear heareth heareth that which - 
ſers the hearc on fire; ſometimes-the eye ſecththat 
which brings woto the mind ; ads Dewe who 
C-:- ou cools ham one king, ſeeth Zathe 
4 wiſhing er beauty paſſing th 
the caſement. of. his eyes ; this {mall occaſion t 


+  polleſſian, alone pier con proven: 


F Now every man that knowerh any thingof fins wa 
F knows thatir ſeeks and takes oecafion frotayery 


_— 13. 17. And it came topeſt, that when 


og 


Ly 
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nifh Garment, and # Wedge of Gold; 
ed” and bhi beart Inftid 1h he'was ruittds 


from thecommiſſionof all evil, they 


t bad bit the People yo, - that God led theme not 
through the' Land of the Phihſtines, although 3t wat 
ear; ( note that Yleft peradverture the people fee War, 
aud veturn to Egypt again: So Exod. 23. 13, 33. Al 
ſo Dent. 7. 25- Prov. 22. 24, 25. They welt cur 
down their graven Imager, and burn they with fire, 
and" define none of the folyer thats on them,” left they be 
4 ſnare nntothem? So the wiſe-man, counſels to make 
uo friendſhip with an angry man, and with afurionu 
nn; 10 not to go, left we learn bis ways, and get 4 ſnare 
wor when ws pitiful bevcmmhd 
>-Sixthly, When you are not pitiful toc 4 
but in+ your profperity forget their calamity 3 God is 


- pleaſed many times to' ſuffer Satan to be let looſe upon 
- ſome Chriſtians, and totry them ſorely, yea, 'to er 


o 


gage them deep in aftual-War, whileſt orher Qhriſtiacs 


, 


as it were,” are: lookers on, to let checone feefhow 
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T6 abſtain from all appear ances of evil. 1 Theſ $- 22... 
Clenzly noting, thar'in ; 
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i < Sha be is inthehandgof YH Re LAdve r | — 2 

”  lefco himſelf; and-to try-theocher, qharframe-of. | 
higgec he carries towards - bis brother -in'diftreſs;, and. \; 

-his.af wiſcly improved tanrs tothe greatadvantage of 

Koch: The-perſonal ſufferer, if heendure, becomes ' 
heir co: thepromiſe,” annexed toitbe condition of: the: 
tempted. Fam. 1:12, And the fooker on, -if hbeby. ' 
bebolding is ſo enflamed with-zealous love. and pity 
to--bis ſuffering brother, that he greatly ſuffers alſo: 

The one-15 offended, the other .burys.' 2 Cor. 12; 29, 

; Whenallthe ftrength a poor tempted ſoul hath, -isen> 

| © paped-inhor'fight with the Devil, -Heſhy and World, 

#- © then pity from lookers on, - proves like a freſh recruit 

= a ſhattered Army, it ſo ſuits with Gods will, :and | 
Witch che tempteds want ; whereas. on theiconrary, 
want of pity in lookers on,- as it ſtrengthens heh 
ofthe Adverſary,” and tempts the courage of-thetrou- 
hled to grow- flat. Now this ſixth Mark is framedto 
that end, if the Lord will; -chat lookers on may-not 
only know what frame of heartchey are-to be of-in 
ſach ſcaſon; but to provoke them to make haſt tot, 
in Amos 6. 4. there was negle& tothis duty, vand it 
meets with a ſad ſalute ; 10 torhems that are at eaſe in 
Ziow, that lie-wpon upon bedrof Ivory, that drink Wine 
i. Bowls, but 'are not grieved for the Afflittions of }0« . 

| ſeph ; No iniquity ( mark that) fo-provokes God 

”:., as 70 be preferred in puniſhment before this;+\They 

” . - muſt go. into Captivity, With the firſt that go UE. 

Amos 1. 11. Numb. 20. from:the 24. ro the 22: 
God will not bear ſuch a pitileſs heart in his very:Ene- 
mies. | 1/a. 47. 6. 1 was wrath with my People; "and 
gave them into thy hands, and- npon thy ancient very 
heavily haſt thop laid thy yore 5; Therefore 'in one-day 
foal come mpon thee loſs of | Children, and: Widom-hnod; 
Rtmember therefore thoſe-that aye in Bonds, oO__ 
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matters of Gods Lam, and mighty care- 

fs abou the werghtier. | 
+ When Satan che grand Engine of begining and per. 
fedting a Chriſtians ruine,  cannor ar- once ki his 
heart- and\'hands fromeoff the Ordinances of Gods 
Houſe, *ehereby to make o_ defticure' of the 


ve 
Hos: ; bg ſo _—_ taken up with the lefſer mareer 
of /Gods Law;+tharhe may bavethe faiter opportuni- 
to-make-them/a5"releſs in the weightier ; by-this 
. manner-bf dreſs he deceives far- more, then by his 
. common” known dreſs: of viſible prophaneneſs ; ; "this 
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ys far from” the. road of the rude rafting way, :. 
«hat - 


+> mrwpomeovg gene nn chatien that carries 
* On his macters temperately, givingdue reſpeQ to eve. 
| yer ſeems in their-eyeto burn ſo dim, 


without al Joubr be worketh eighty 
the Chnrches, but in and among the'p | 
"Dachers, whoſe i yr kept under thewiſe 
, till-a riper ſeaſon; from ivtbat 
Atheiſts dreſs, that certainly it did ri ys " ond 
certainly will 'end in, They being of all people Pha. 
rafaical like;out of all tipo that that com- 
 paratively is but the: ſhell of Chriſtianity, andare-ſ0 
far from contending for, thar they ſet themſelves even 
the kernel or ſubſtance of ACP andthe 
Church of God can truly witneſs this, fi 
| yo ere goear Ts 


no! IS x bh the — 
wo we Mod bodertori ten 
foundation of godlineſs, in” t y of 
Eerie dares and yer under the higheſt preten- 
ces of Argel- It is ledely Mien, thae che Gel 


leo hrs vanes romeo omen 
being entiour inthe tulle and careleſs 
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; wh quis » _— 4 doch ts Load: 
fuch fall into ſpiritual de iebſianding chey - 


plead for ſome' of his own law; Moſt care». 
| tefs, where he would have them ; ſoremt>: 
ders their care in the leſſer, while careteſsi in the great-. 
er, of no account with him-at all, he rakiogno plea... 
fare in ſueh, but greatly diſdaining'them. : far 23. 
23. Wo"uno you Scribe and Phaviſers, for fdu'pay: 
29th of mint, Anniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted. 
the wiirhtier 'matrers of the Law, "They areunder 
Gods wo, 'thongh they do what they/oughe to wh 
yer -in leaving undone ſomething weightiev ; 
tobe done alſo, Multintes as the 
witneſſeth haye been, and God'knows in our days 
are; deceived in this matter , who content themlelyes, 
Home in being mighty | ;uſt between man,” ahd man, 
which init ſelf is ; yet looſe-in other matters .: 
others great Chu men; yet abominable proud; co- 
yetous, or both; much like thoſe; 1/a.'58.'2917 hee 
ſeek, God daily; 22 delight to kniw his wajer, .(-mark 
ou ai 4 Nation that did Migbreneſweſa,s and delight 
oo er to God; yea, they faft and "affiibt 2heir 
Souls, * 
and worthy-our noting? tharthough found inthis pra+ 
Rice, yet ſentto by God to be told of theirfins;, "al 
which noted together proves, charfaithfulneſs in fome 
eruths, while unfaithful in' otber truhs, more; or as 
material , 'renders theſervices of ſuch to. be of \no:ac- 
ant> afl which have briefly omguat 
of peoplein ſpecial." 

Firſt; Sach as live out of moſt way of Goſpel ſepa- 
ration, and yet keeping thetaſelves undeetheobſer+ 
vation of ſome truths, 'that 'conſcienceand thelighe of 
nature diQates to them, thoughiunder apparenr neg- 
let; and-in diſobedience to many known Goſpel- 


<<Y EY 


—_ _ 
<> _ = 


ow excellent ure all theſe things mentioned, , 
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the. bread of p | 
themſelves with lazie deſires, and faint wiſhes after 
oder treaſure, and en aepel cloſe Nt 
<ucoltiy. in getting or ceping. 74mes 2.19. 

9 re #5 one God, thou deſt well, the De- 

vile alſo believe and tremble , but thonwilt knew O vain 
men, that faith Without works & dead, alont ; 
Therefore faith muſt be of a Goſpel kind, -g proved 
tobeſo by Goſpel works: Though a man ſhould beg 


, Pardon of his fin, of lying, cheating, covetouſneſs, 


pag or ſuch like works alof & _ all his 
es, andyet continue in any, or eſe 
though he could cry for ic,till bis qi break he 
from men miſs of it, wking out of the wa promiſe, 
rden is decreed by the 2 Heaven to 
be i rel that eyery repentance ſuppoſed to be right, 
y-Þ# wrong, . and that faith not of a Goſpel kind, 
'of a Goſpel ſhew; If a man would have Sal- 
vation with his fins, or Chriſt and his ſinsto0, be goes 
out-of the channel of the penitent, who.are wont to 


-meet- God in ſorrow for ſin, and turning from fin. 
| Prov.18.13. He that covereth his fins ſhall not proſper, 
FF bu who ſo confeſſeth and Fozſaketh rhem, ball have by 


ate 
Now deceitful hearts, through the Devils wiles, 
miſcaaſtrue promiſes of Glory, raking part for the 
whole, haviog contidene upon the pony: 
' "ſes 
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conſiderwhat invs of finners they be? 40 whom 


the are made, neither take any due care <& 


mm the condition the promiſe is made upon z 


ſo pleaſe themſelves in the hope of Heaven, nor dili- 


upon. Ttivlike toprovewithfuch, a with « 
— Kebroog * =o _—_ but = _ - 
eth | w/out i empry. Jia. 29, 8. Many eo 
Chriſt inthe great 4 have eaten and ar wk in thy 
preſence, and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets, thereſore 
Lord, Lord, open to wi; drpart from me ye workers 

moſt periſhin being nor of 


x = 09r'4 ths kind, that renews the-ſoul God-ward, 


grocious promiſes made by God eo finners; but never 


gently weighing the foundation their hope is bail 
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bur fill allows the fleſh s commanding power, | 


forgetting cthat-great-mark, which proves the hopeo 


Gods Ele& to be of the right kind. 1 Jobs 3. 1.- 


And every onethat hath Tiyis Yope #n him, parifyerh 
himſelf even as he ts pure. 
Secondly , 'Let this'ſerve for caution to ſuch in 
Churches, as are, or are like robe curious in . 
whiles careleſs in the , "Great hath'beenrhe' 
tronble of ſach Churches ascan witneſs this decay to 
have'been amongſt them , it ſtill cook the moſt wieon- 
ſiderare, that lived too much below compariſon in 


deſcention in order to the beſt maintaining edification 3 
which is the great end of all inſtitution : they forget- 
ting, or not knowing this, have prone fo unſesſoneble 
about ſerting upthe leſſer, tharchey have debuſed the 
weightier ; making the remedy prove far worſe then 
the diſcaſe , carrying 'on this work wirtrfhch manner 
of manapement, that" an indifferent ſtander by could 


not but imagine; chat ſure the whole will of God,” 


lay. 


Gods Law, where or when to be more oor keſsin con-' 
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lay inthe one, two orthree leffer things, thatthey (0 


$=—are" icic, and reſolution of taking place;-that the 
bonds of love, and Church-Communion. conld not 


"=. hach che diviſions Among theſe Goſpel- 
Charches, both in"sfcRion and praRicegiſen, if not 
from tþis very root? Cannot s witneſs, yea 
and mourn for what they know in chis marter ? Hath 
not.the great law of love, and the great deſign of all 
"Ordinances, to wit, Edification, ſacrificed for 
che will of dart gry wines, 


ruth, and chat I bavei witneſles, | 
The honour of God, credir of his Religion, 
_ when it hath come in competition, hath beenleſs pre 
ferred then ſome new a ion, if vot ſome old 
errour newly eſpouſed, doth not this preach perſons 
wonderfully carnal, and wiſe in their ownconceits ? 
How far have ſuch gone from Chriſts good example ? 
YT have yet many thivgs to ſay to you, but ye cannot 
bear them now, Let us mind a liccle, - their beſt ſeaſon 
of receiving was Chriſts beſt ſeaſon of declaring : 
Doth-not Chriſt by rhis, teach every Diſciple of his, 

todigeſt well chemſelves ? 

bo What they have to offer before they offer ic , 
' and thebeſt ſeaſon roo; may not, nay have not ſome 
by ſecking before due ſeaſon, to ſer vp ſome one leſſer 
law, thrown down feveral greater laws , nay hath not 
ſome anſcaſonably brioging inthe truth, together with 
the ill ment thereof ; brought into che Church 
by head and ſhoulders, Zvying, Strife, and Diviſion, 
and caſt out Hambleneſs of mind, Long-ſaffering, Gen- 
tleneſs. and Bowels ? Doth not the boly Apoſtle ſer a 
copy-.for all, how towalk in this reſpeR ? 1 Cor. 3. 1. 
And 1 Brethren conld not peak nw you, as wno ſpiri- 


tual, 


KD 


and .prepat hie fl ESL And is ngett 
Nees: road-way tobringin the greater ? By 
decly. firſt briogipg in the leffer rh this holy 
poltles cartiage. 1 Cor. 12. 17, 18, 19. "Di 4c 
an, by any of them Tſemt to you;, Taefned 
7 th him T (ent a brother | aid Titus nts 


preach the' Goſpel frould live of the er Yetas Vac 
but now, if the calling for the perforn this 
duty, will nor ſtand with their editicationit the maio, 


be will rather preach the Goſpel of God freely: '2 Cars 
11, g. But When 1 was preſent with you, (Anp Wants * 
ed) 1 was chargeable tons man, and in all things Thave , 
kept my ſelf from being burthinſome ro Jou; on 
will keep my ſelf : you ſee, though be wants ng | 
be will cake nothing of them, but rather over-bur- | 
then ocher Churehes that are berter ſpirited tobear | 
it,'then among this people labourin vain; may not all 
' mourn forGoſpel-loſs, through the want of ſuchwatking 
one towards another in our days?' How proſperous.in 

- probability, may nor I ſay in certainty- bad the truth 
been over it is, through our Nation, ; had ir. notbeen 
for thoſe diviſions that now are among ry are” 
Whoſe beginnings came inthis wy ? I doſecteth 
Joyce, to think what a bleſſed ifluewould have b 

| reaped of general harmony amongſt Gods we 


, Frowardy 
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\ Mirath;. Strife, Sedities; and 


ſeongey! fore 529. Jol of bf 
rof Life ir ſelf, and driven all back inco” 
; Dull emelee years experience be fu 


DS 


rer-then our ſelves, there will be Love, and where 
ve is} "there will be forbearance ; ic beareth all 

, it hopeth all chings, endurerh all chings; 

ad is kind; and where this- Love is, chers will be 
(S, peace; 
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rake np bis abode ip, Alas, ' Alas, - m_ 
_ truly ſay, do you not-ſee how ey are UNO! 
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ay 9 Where'to ſecdle 1 eons; ac. 
= Jenn] Chriſtian becauſe of this:pleaſe hi 
t. got. into, the, world, of ;Jiherty./ from, 
Church- Tn "0 char the Lord would be intreared. ro. 
awaken the bers ol yet to make ircheir prayer, aud. 
eHre rage 96g how they may. in Places, Tins 


| de line ame eqecly ocbemain doth roeakand do 


God ant Goſpd, in one: then the beſt 
ns of es for _ paſt hath been 
intneny years. | 

Jew done,andthe good Lord begin to ſerthimy 
$0 caution to Churches home, ' that 


all may 
| Apoliles rule. 1 Cor. 34. 26; it 


tn, When. you come together, every one bath 
ow hath 4 Debris Bark T ongue , hath « Re: 


Is bath an interpreta 
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Hen. the boly Spirits belp tothe great both 
W 7 forts if ten, ſe Yon he of cio ne- 


ſly to- 206, 
t-is, its working help, and way is. nottaken 


oy . neceſficy of che holy Spirics help in chin 
c econcernment, cannot be k ſo.aft 


> co chis great end worthil iproney, 
| ER 


to + degree, how in this g or 
ir! Ip is concerned, and whether ſo co 
: rl By its help, ogaearon of fi | 
ihe order, cannot be brought abour. ©. 
ett SPirit is ſou ophc unto,and humbly. Kors ppon, 
for_ help, be doth himſelf helpful. in theſe a 
tculars. 
pt, , Inforrifyiog the mind of a Chriſtian with (pi ir'- 
materials, meet ro wage war with the ſpiritua 
| = oy: leſhgworld, and: Devsl, all which are TE 
paged a 'a poor convert. Gal. 5.7 . The fleſh 
he  Spirsr 3, defiripg and ſtriving 
"contrary to the Spiric, ſikea p 
wh Ups & fer op ll jt 
0168 Purity. | Ne 


no the moſt! odle partin'm ws > 


is = ingag Carey 1 EE 
2... 4,12. coniek: RE fromifleſhly lufte, h 
_ ainſt the ſoxl, or mind, therefore faith che hol 
le St. Pagf Row, 72. ue 
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1 « Afat. 22. <7 «T1 Then cs 
"God with all thy ſoul, und withall.v wind 
All which together, proving the mind co be the moſt 


F noble part,at which he hot ' Spirit, co.poſſeſs with good, 
F 7 _ the adverſary to poſſeſs with. bad, hath a chief 


and only aim, k aaring ighe well, 


there carries away th ſor oor 


L $54 ; ev arab 1) 7} a 
ot ns of good men, and wicked men, are4 
leſs dic a paod, or bad, as they. are Y 
with tlic Pink, "Nellie: 4.6, * The 
"that wrought upon the wall, With one : hs 
with the other hand wrouht in t work; 
fer the pe le had a ind ro work ; which vStes how 
wy a willing mind doth contribute to a ſacceſs, 
hr hn 4 and chat chisis greatly eſtceined off by God, 
rad Ia. 26. 3. Thon wilt keep bim in perfeft peace 
mind, « flayed on revs ou wilt keep &, , 
fi are the proper ſybjeRs of | oo gi Ar care, wl 
minds” on God is ſtayed, and they ſhall haye peace, 
peace, gr is, Mee, in its beſt performances, .andip 
all "rs deprees. at home, abroad, in ſtorms, . 
In \Calins, within, withouc? equiyaletit with that ble. 
6 Arg ro commandment. kexpets Dit. as, 
dp Buc® on: the contrary. Fn Zt'S 
acrifice of the Wheds Nav yy #7 
_ ch, i021, , when be bri | 


Ters will, for they 


ofthe forrifle 
Sr No 


pheſt 5. 
22. oat the ft te Sure ve 5 F- 
—_ ,; 
at Juha of _ rar uf way (6 De a 

way ev this to withſtarid he Gt 
is\carried captive yan + eve gon es: 
e are'sfter 

the « aid Apes rebrt. Fort by 
a the mid of incereinhid poſe fon, _— 
ah firſt work"the -boly Spiric doah-npos the” 
yerted, is to put Gods{awinto:theitmind, by demob 
liſhing choſe darkworks, in thoſe thatrarzira God, 
both in EE ING 
not. Epbeſ. 4.17. 4 I ſay therifare, aud | 
1: the Lord, that you walk nor ar other Gentiles 
5 the vanities of their mind.” verie'22\" Bus that 
pus off concerning The former converſation, the ollmtan 
With) his deeds" ant then is-a neceſfity of: 
pur paar Brow a ey the bouſe, 
heart be empty,” ſwepe, 'avd garnifoed from all bad, ui 


E not Þ like ood, the evil.oneenters 
bc A ex thecaſe worſerben before ; Arad 
neceſſity of having eupor | 
” Bpbeſ. hy 17; Tofortific themind with 


ſpirienil/marerials, "meer co wage war with this 
al adverſary ; and:chis thave done with the firſt mark, 
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Secondly, Ic. is rhe Spirits work, 'to:diſcover tothe 
Chriſtian mxn, wherein his danger moſt lies\, chatis þ 
by.what bait, and to what evilsthe-tempteris moſt 4 
ixe ro/drawbitn 3 Ignorance here cauſeth'people'ro {| 
£9 into. the temprers' way, and 'withour 'defilement 
more orleſs, they can hardly retarn, and furely: Solo- | 
mon alludes to this in one of his petitions to God for 
dſrarl. 1 Kings $8. 38: Whatprayer und ſypplicution 
forver be made by any man,or by all thy peoplelſrael,which 
ſhall know every man the \21\acue of his 0wn Peart: 
dearly implying, char among '7/rael+there might be, 


thaz. did not know: their-own'Etares-Plaſrue,o0r 
wherein cheir danger 'moſt lay. Now the holy Spirit 
ws gifenito infirut them, and ſo'witneſſerh, Nehem. 
9.20 Thon gaveſt thy good Spirit toinftrutt them; 
the: manner how. is ſet ouc ing Exod; 13. 17. Aut 
Came ito paſs 'when Pharaoh had ter rhe eople go; (that 
God led them riot through the way of the Philiſtines, | 
although that mas near, for: Godſaia, left they yepeone - 
abev they ſee war, and return to Egypt again. Itis 
very queſtionable;- if not our of doubt, [that this dan- | 
ger wis not intheir eye at all, b«t'Godled rbemi( faith F 
Moſes, ) by ha. Spirit, faith Nithemiab .. clearly noting, 

that perſons hearkning, find the holy Spirit not want- 
| ing to'lesd them-in the beſt way; and ſet before them 
I the greateſt danger; one text more and ſo I havredone 
g with chis, J/a. 29. 24. They alfo:that exred in Spirit, 
ſhall come to underſtanding, and they that murmmred, 
bal | learn Dofrine:' They. thar through ignorance | 
went aſtray, ſhall come ro underſtanding; or know + 
their beſt way ; and they thac did repine, ſhall earn 
Doqrine,- or þe better taught: |: AxnEs 

"- Thirdly, The Spirits work-is to diſcoyer boththe 
Nrength of the temprer, and temptation, ſhewiog 
to-che Chriſtian mantheſe two things, p- þ 
$575: ; Irit, 
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Firſt,-He' cah and doth prepare ſuitable baics and 
ſnaces; but. all 'he doth do, andean'do, amounrs'but 
ro*thus much; © Therefore greater i be Thit is in you!;” 
then he that is againſt you ; which-confideration cends' 
greatly to a believers ſupport,” white he is able to fay,: 
I'know ir muſt 'be-my faule if Tſo againſt my God? 
for the tempter canoogforce me, neicher did be ever 
force any; can and doch proff-r tis ware, - putting 
the /beſt face-apon it, 'as you/niay/ſee,” Gor'3 (4; 5. 
And'the Serpent ſaith tothe 1/0nvan, yr ſhall not [ately 
Hit'y" for God doth know 'in the day yorrar theory, your 
eyes ſhall be opened,” and ſtaltbe'gs Gods,” knowing goid 
and evil, Hefebe makes hisbairpleaſanr, and's pro- 
miſe greater priviledge then yer they'tid/; with which 
the woman is eaketr; 4v4 whih ct Haman [awithat 
the fruit was gd, and that it ww pleaſant tothe the, 
ſhe took thereof and did eat ; contraty tothe Law. $0 
7oſh. 7. 20, 21; Whin Achariſawigmony the ſpoils a 
goodly Babyloniſs Garment, aid a Wedge of Gul; be 
covered rhem ; which notes, that the Devils powerito 
rake, centers ift preparing fait outfides,” which carties 
ſone after deſtruRion;as the Ore goetti ro che (laugh- 
. ret; nor” knowing that ic is for his life; and indeed as 
4þis crade lies ia ſhows, ſo the people he cradeth among, 
{ _ os be pear. os at all to any ad- 
vant ate \(ifly- people, ao though, (illy people, 
| YA OAT s in the dark, and therefore's 


called the Ruler: of darkneſs. Ephel. 6. 12. Andthis 
Kingdom # Kingdom of darkueſs. Col 1. 3. And dere 
'wot"come .to'tht light, for fear bis deeds (bonld be made 
-afanifeſt, 208" 2nd 
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centers in, preſent things; It js all becan. | 
and cempracions. of, cas is evident by, theſe Texcs. 
Row. 8:18. The deberivee 9 this Toy fr 
vat worthy tobe compared with the glory that ſhall be-re 
wealed in-9 . S0 Gal. 14.4. bo Wh carr - jo 
that. he might redeets mu jrew this Jozelenteonl world, 
2 Tim. 4., 10... Demas hat b forſoken me, yn 
ous th Pzetenc world. fone 
tne tempeers Rrength toe io preſent chi 

, ks the boly.Apoltle IN —_ os is 
affering 2 Cor, 4..17, For onr Afﬀiidion which 
1c but for a moment, worketh far ef ve ER 
and eternal. weight of glory. He comparetbit with the 
tate to come, gives: ic. the next. count to acypher, 
calling ic. momentary ; and che, we can make, 
erany. ſinner-that. hyes at greateſt height of worldly 
pins muſt.confeſs all preſent.chings will amount hs 
bac theſe three, +1. | 
_-_” Shagens but Shin-deep. 
. Secondly, Su as.may properly. he called winir 
Heagy chat is ours cis minute, (ox ug taken from 
ps,: Of we from icnextminate, it 

"Thirdly, Ar rhe- longeſt. worldly ve" ſeryeth - 
ps but gl we .come .to. the Brae; Yor itleayes 
us, 

Having now done with the thiril Diſcover y of ihe 
haly Spirics help, I ſhall briefly add.rwp or, chree more, 
and .paſs ro the Twenty ninch Sigo of, '} dying Chnt- 


Rian. 

Fourthly, The holy Spirit diloncrambet. anprafi 
tablenefs is found in (in. after committed; 
firong convictions upon the heart of the finner, and 
forceth him to confeſs that his eager purſuit after his 


ſin, 
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Fibly, The Spirit furniſherh,,abe- Chriſtian wich 


2 RPE 2s. : bear] <, yy -_, 
heart, i Argus, bearing fk fore. tpi 
stheſe. ' 

*, Firſt, All the: Devil harh to makean argument of; 
mu ns ondchey! ws Agr 


we cap doh bu ee ad IST 


ſhortly muſt be worms.meat; and a he 
it-will :not profit: me- to loſe my Gay for gatie 


c 1 
Seonly, 4 all be hath eo mak an Argume 1 
ſgits. not. perſon. in manner, It- ſpics 
me with my coodion ns in Se manger, pc 
can;wiſh, -it carries me hue. cochegra ve, andthere 
Jexves me, and wo beto ba ors warks follow-zme ; 
for alas I muſt be raiſed zgain, a»d he thas ſoweth tothe 


s ;ſhall of the fleſh rea reap corrwpteos,n!. 
"Say, The mol Spirit helps. inending ak 
M Fr 
Bs pr 4 and will not. ſuffer phaſe that wait 
on him to' be tenppred above what they ave able $0 hear, 
bat will with the temptation make way to eſcape, this 


they may brable, 1/COr. 10513, 1. -#; 


, The -boly Spirit belps by firivi 
che heart, to draw it-aſter holy. performances, - ne wjed 


ing 


ing pand down with beet rf, tia 

'- prompting - and -inglini 
preparing a ſcaſor' for rhe heatr'eo 
Fpirit belpeth* our infirmitics, for we know not what to 
pray for as'we cnghr but the Spirit it ſelf maketh inter- 

for us, ''wit of 6-9. which cannot be uttered. 

om. 8. 26.” May notall chisteach us," r6-put a high 
ne upon the holy Spirits Help, to the great work 
6f Mortification, 'by all-means /ſtriving to pleaſe and 
not prieve this holy Spirit, by which we are ſealed to 
the day of Redemptiov. 

Objett. ' Having now ſpoken of the holy Spirits 
help, may'not foe" from henee-inquire, what” may 
be-done/ ro: the obtaining, not only (irs viſics now! 
and then, '*ksn wafaring. many that « rrieth' for 'a 
night; : but ies" 'eonſtent compaty! to ide witteche 


: yr Thers __ -be three Dire@ions laid own 
briefly for ics obtaining, wich three DireRions for its 
keep 7 


--'Firſt,. For its obraining ; Get 0 deep ſenſeof its 
© tbe of ht Mer! ſp 
* Second! ngs of heart its fupply. 
_"Phirdly,”b Wile anne ſupphcations eo the Father 
it ks 
Firſt, Get on feriſe of. is $anwend worth ; its 
Jeſns Chriſtsown arpameat,' that che world clidibas ye- 
vevpt ths Spirit, beeauſe i it ſeeth him mot,' neither know 
#b him. John 1417. Now by! perſonal examnari- 
on- of thit-ſouls barrenneſs, 'wherethe boly'Spiric ei 
ther comes bur ſeidome, or thys hot ſong, may ſome 


- conſiderable ſenſe of its wanc be4diſcerned,” wnd ron- 


ſequeacly of its worth; all thoſe black finful works 
#tcd by th: ſons of mich), ate che effects of the boly 
Spirits 


the heart” for wen eS 'The 


laſt Legacies be: gave them ; 64nd 1 will prop the-Fa- 


f" « Dying or 406 Wis 204 © 

Spirits abſerice;-and indeed to-what.degree, a good | 
mais a ſtranger here, to thac Cegree be is weak & ons 
able; either ro-make right judgment ofihe beſt things, 
or to withſtand the tempratians & yexatious aſſauirs of 
theevil one;and although « mas be chys deſtiruce where 
the holy Spicitis wanting, yet there cagbe no expectare: 
on of his company, till a deep ſenſe both of ics want 
worth aff:& che hears, to the rengriog the ſoul capable 
of ſetting a valuable eſtimation of its company, . 4 
-.- Secondly, -For its obtaining, Ger lon; ings of heart 
after its ſupply ; breathings and pantings ſromarſevſe 
of its want, | hgſtens its coming 2, ſoul that; goeeh 
Sadly up and downall the day long, Sick as it were of 
Love; for its frequent: viſis to: reviye-comfort and 
firengch'; -and-to: diſcover its, own, wants, and /the 
remprers wiles;: making the ſoul caller. by beadend 
ſhoulders; then thoſe temptations that frequent]y at» 4 
tend"ir; ſaying with David, 4s the Hart pantech af. 
ter the water-brodlkg'$ fo panteth.my foul after tte  _ 
God :' My ſoul thirffeth- for the living God, when fall 
I come and apptar before thee.? On betfilled-with-lap:- 
plies from thee. 'P/al. 4 2. 1, 2: hr; 
*» Thirdly, Fo: 'irs obtaining, Maxe. bumble, ſuppii- 
cations to the Father for it ; not onl; ſick of loye-with 
the Spouſe, burtatſopantingand thirſting with David; 
[et reſts not here, but is again-and- again \uponss 
nees., with. humble - hearty-. ſupplications ro-Gad, 
even the Father, like the thirſty traveller, thargaing 
from Founrainra Fountain, from ineans to means; till 
he ger what his ſoultravelleth after : when Jeſus Chriſt 
were about ro-leavethe. Diſcaples, this was one of,che 


ther and bb ſtall: give you another Comfurter, that ve 
may abide with you for ever.' John-14. 16: of gebring 
evil, know bow to give good gifts to your children, bow 

| much 
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mach more ſhall your heavenly: ni give the buy 
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Spirit to them that ach him > Lake (11,13. 

In the ſecond place, we-may offer chree Dire&i- 
ons, in order to the fure keeping the holy COM 
pany, or holding the conſtant fellowſhip, and dear 
ioward intimate familiarity with ſo happy a com- 


panion 

Firſ, A conſtant withſtanding the beginnings of al 
evi 

IOny; A ready compliance with new motions to 


al 


its company. 
Firſt, A conſtant withſtanding che beginnings of all 
evil, is that which will wonderfully engage the Spirits 


y; when. youicroſh ſin in its leaſt and firſt 


—_ Now hs deareſt of Gods Childrenare lia- 
ble to:temptation, and it is not theirfin:to be tempted 
to ſin, Jeſus Chriſt was temptedro fin, their fin lieth 
in clofing with the temptation; Hur if infiead of clo- 
fing with ir, you do in the Spirits Rreagth conſtantly 
oppoſe, it : miſtake me not here,. I .pray you, a con- 
faypoppoting fin,doth nor intend {eſs chen theſe three 


"eh, A firm withſtanding the very firſt leaitmoti- 
even a-plance as it were, at the eye ear or 
SIT to fin, Abſtain from al appearance of __ 
x | 
Secondly, As the firſt leaſt motion, ſoin all caſes 
and conditions, whether the temptation ſet upoy-you 
when you are full or haogry, fickor well, ftronp-or 
weak, rich orpoor, ig affliction or out of affliction, 
4t will be coming with new affaults in all conditions, 
waiting to * kill, you by. a Goliah or - Bathſheba, 
temptations more'/ piercing ,, - or | more fs 
Con 


irdly, A retaining in the heart, a bigh value of 
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' ſeaſon, whether of rejoycings or weepings, whether 


. ſeth, Great care and fear therefore muſt be had, char 
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; Confteant intends continuel;;* Bleſſed the 
man that endureth' tempration : 3t then faithful wnto 
death; and 1 will gio# thee a Crown'f life. James 1.12. 
Rey. 2.10. 3 2 WS 4 AL 

Secondly, A ſecond help to retain the holy Spirit, 
may be this; A ready compliancewith new motions 
ro all good, it is as proper for the holy Spirit co be 
prompting the heart to good if hearkned co, as for 
the- fire ro give beat, waitirg upon the foulin every 


of doing of Gods will or ſuffering for his name ; fiill 
to be putting ſuch as wait uponit into ſome ſuch a&ion 
as tends to their enlargment heaven-ward; but ic 
muſt be quietly and fileatly heeded, that when it ſaich, 
Seek my face; the anſwer may be, Thy face will 


we acither grieve it, - Ava bearing what ic fairh, x 
not doing whar it bids ; nor yer quench or lightly 
eſteem thoſe gracious ſ&vices ic prompts us to. | ; 

Thirdly, A third Help may be this; A retaining in 


the heart a high-value of its company , this is the way 
to keep, and to be richly encreaſ'd with the company 
of the holy Spirit ; ic cannot dwell! where it is not” 


valued arthe higheſt rare, and rhat becauſe ignorance * © ® 
of its worth and work, incapacitates the ſou] to high 2 
expeRations, being ignorart both of the ability aod 
delight, char” eſſentially abides ini the holy Spirit; to 
be greatning in che heart things to come, andieſſening 
in the heart chings preſent. Chriſt Jeſus could nocin 
one" place, do many mighty works, becauſe of their * 
unbelicf; 'the low and mean eſteem of him, leſſened 
their” expeRation from him. "Now the Spirir ſearch + 
eth all ves, yea, the deep things of God!) We are 
called: upon to be filled with the Spirit ;, and” 
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if we live $u;4t, to walk-after 5tj':bring ftrenteber 
with its might ittheinward man, £02 full underſtand- 
ing.the deep things of God: Labour therefore; pray. 
ing over this, to-rerain-in your hearts an bigh vale of 
its company. Amey. i Pantve 


» 
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CHAP. X XIX. 


Treating of Spiritual Tonorance of ony everlaſting con- 
dition ,, and five Scriptures tending to reducement 
from carnal ſecurity, and three ſpecial Canes of 
ſuch a damniyo Decay, | p93 0 


SIGN. XXIX, 


\y, ] Hen you are ſo Ignorant of your Spiritual 
| ſtanding » That you kyow z08 whether you 
grow or decay... Þ be 59eP 

; This is nor enly a.9igo of great Decay, but apre- 
dition of a ſpeedy fall, or.cotal-chrewing off choſe 
' hely badges by which a Chriſtian is known from, other 
men, ſuch being of a Leodicean ſpiric, neither hot 
nor cold, yet-ſay they are rich and-encreaſed with gooas,, 
and have need of nothing ; Being in a beſotted,. care- 
leſs tate, not minding when they do well or ill; whea 
Profeſſors come. to this, piſs, they grow uſeleſs and 
fix for-nothing, bur. to be laid 2fide ;; for-were ſuch bot, 
that is, zealous, active, and lively. .they were fit for 
enconragement, and were they cold, that is, quite, 
dead, they- were. to be- plucked up by the roors, (and; 
caſt- into- the fire :.,now this ſort of Peoples ig ce. 
is.8 very highcrime, ic being premiſed, rhadEhaig 1g-. 
norance. of their ſtanding, growing. or declining, - 
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F ance-in-order to their growth, they -prove empry, 
* dry; and'huskiſh, yen gp rn wo 


- owner, aftd the Aſs big 
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their being fruictul; bur-that under 


{ 


wiſe in the.days of their firſt Eſpouſal : but length of 
time in Goſpel-ſtanding, for want of due care to ob-- 
ſerve Goſpel ends,” they bave by litcle and little enter- 
tained Spiritual: ſlamber, and fo loſe their ſomack 
to, and reliſh of the true uſe and powerful end.! ; 

Means from God to tbem hath been ſo long conti- 
nued, ard ſo by long cuſtom- in bis ſervice, come as 
his peoplexcome, fiobeſore him as bis people do, and 
hear bis _ day by day, but - it wn, or live nog 
like it, . daving a form .of ' Godlyneſs 5 but denying the 
power Page yh T he ſpiritual end debpned by God 
10 givingthe form, being noe lifred upto, provokes God 
ro complain again ſuch of old, The Oxe knoweth his 
afters crib, but Uracl doth 
not know, my. people t- confider ; though 1 bave 
wonrifbed- and broug ht up, 108 they nnderſtand nat 
that. } taught Epbraim to go, taking him by the arms; 
but be knew not that ] had healed him, though trangers 
devoured: bis ftirength, yet he knew it net, and though 
gray hairs were here and there upon him, yet he knew not- 
Hoſ. 7.9, Nay ſome wete grown+tothat pals in ſpirj- 
tual flumbers, chat ,everiunder judgments they knew 


| , hor bow itiwas with them, 1fa..4 2. 25- He hath pear- . 


ed wpon Jacob the fury of bis anger, and firength of bat- 
tel ; and it hath ſet them on fire round about, yet he knew 
it net; and it burned him, yet he laid it net toheart. 
By-Aall- this- we may ſee, that ſore were ſo. ignorant of 
ther ſpirjcual ſtandingunder plentiful means; that they 
knew- pot whether chey grew or decayed, though ic 
is. apparent, che Yecay was great, they knew not bow 
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of pity and ſorrow of heart 
behold cheir deray , yet allmakes not for theirawa- 
kening, | but ill ey think it well with chem, and 
nid ey have need of norhing}, thoogh blind and 


- Now the Cauſes why perſons under Goſpel mears; 
grow 'to this ſenfleſs paſ- in their ſpiritnaleſtate; may 
be theſe three. 

Feeſt, Cartalfecurity i inan evil time, 

Secondly, Contencment with one-ſide Chriſtianity, 

Thirdly ; Not being cofivetfant zbout things ro 
Come, 

Firſt;" Carnal fecuriry of hereafter Glory ; which 
confiſts in a kind of confidence 'of Glory 10 \cvine; 
wichour certain care of being in that way tlirough 
which Glory is promiſed, Itisſuch a'ſtate as 
ſeth ſafery to it ſelf, and yet 
the children of :7)aw werit t them at inderitence; 
they come to L4fb, atid found the peopte chat were 
therein, how they dwelt careleſs after the mariner of 
the Zidonians, quiet and ſecure ; this proves fuch'an 
advantage to them, thar they take their City, burn 
ie with fire, - and upon the rus thereof, build chem- 
ſelves 'an Inheritance. Trdges 7." 1, Cleatly noting, 
how dangerous a ſtate fome 'manner of ſeeurity is 3 
When they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſudden de- 
ſtraftion cometh pon them, as travail upon « wornan 
with child, and they ſhall not eſcape. t Thel.y.*3. It 
ſeems in char good mans time, there was ſome that 
had high choughts of hereafter' Glory , yer ſhould 
meet wich diſappointment”, aid rheir ex 


corhe to nothing, rhouph they tn cy; 6107 
'iah; time, Peace, Peace, Yet pehecthere wis 


ne) 
_ 


es a careleſs life; wwhetr ' 


in their heavenCborn-ſtate, tire) weovjets 5d | 
Chriſtians, that | 


#$  rabinLorerime ; T bey eat, they drank, they builded; 
they planted wntil the day that Noab entred into the 
Ark; and*Lor left Sodom, being under ſuch kind-of 
ſecurity, as no awakening word would warn chem, till 
at laſt DefiruQtion rains chem, We have the like in- 
ſtance from Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking of thellaſt days, 
I ſay to you, many (hall come from the Eaſt, and weſt, 
and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, bnt the Children of the Kingdom 
!|  * ſrallbe caſt out into utter darkneſs, May wenottrem- 
{ _-ble'to read this rexe, with ſelf.refle&ion, - that from 
\i{]- the-Exft and Weſt, ſuch as in all probabikty never 
| had rhe. Tythe of that means we have had, neicher 
1 . heard nor feer- what we have heard and ſeen; yetto 
4 their meaſure had walked ſolike what they had heard, 
Þ and: what rhey þad teen, that they ſhall be counted 
4 worthy by the Lord co fic with Abraham and 1/aas; 
| inthe Kingdasm, and the Children of the Kingdom 
caſt out; namely, Suck'as had his Name and Ordi- 
nances among them, makingviſible ſhow of his Re. 
ligion, and: promiſed themſelves lack of nothing, be+ 
cauſe they would cry Lord, Lord, and were great 
nominaLChbriſtians, pleaſing cheraſelves in giviog Chriſt 
good words, and think none ſhall be faved fo ſoon 
as they, they being beſer with ſuch ſalvation priyi- 
NJ ledges. Afar. 7. 22,23. Many will (ay tome inthat 
day, Lord, Lord, hawe we not prophecied in thy Name, 
i anditaft ont Devils ? Thee Will I ſay, Depart from me - 
1) "ye workers of iniquity, 1 never knew .you; Let. none 
therefore truft in lying Words, Which cannot profit, ſay 
ing, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord. 
the'T imple of the Lord are theſe, that ye throughly 
amend your Ways and your doings; then will I cauſe 
Jou te dwell-ſafely. "Jer. 7. beginning, | = 
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tion; eyeing with all trembling the road way in'which / 
-God will both give the one, and with-hold the other; 
ſurely, farely, this carnal ſecurity, the ſouls damning 
fin, would never fo poſſeſs perſons; rocking them 
aſleep, -did they but wichall diligence confider, chat 
ſecurity of all kinds abont hereafter Glory, - without | 
theſe marks of hearty deſigning, and aQtual-endea- 
vouring the new creatures life, in the meaſure called 
for, /as attainable, and ro be xttainedin the Scripture 
of truth, nothing being more evident, chenthatfach 
make it their whole buſineſs , to be converſant'aboart - 
thoſe ſoul- ſearching texts. thar ſpeak out ſalyationby 
, Chriſt Jeſus, upon no leſs terms, then hearty 


; | ls 4 
f - a” & _ pee w [HY "ow TW, ” 
_— = F p | ©. * & "os hs "Rs oh ; '» BE - 
” —_—_ , . w. = -< © ads Ke 0 . 
; $:64 = of > jt nr 4d Ny 4 þ « is s 99 k ag + wo Ly ve © 
% * x7 þ. | 2 
” Xx 5 1 i . : ! 


ing, with aRual endeavouring to live like Chriſt Feſus. . 


in Scripture conformity to his will; Idſhall beg'of God 
there may be by themthatread this, theſe five fol 
lowing Scriptures duely weighed, whickwiththe help 
of his grace, may ſerve as #deliverance, or tendto 
the rouzing vp of the foul from chis damning fin-oFear- 
nal ſecurity. =" 4:8 
The firſt is, Rom. 8 10. Azdif Chrift bein" you, + 
the body is dead becauſe of ſin, bit the ſpirit life, or _ 
alive, becauſe of, 0b-Unto righteouſneſs. 2/Qor. 5.17. 
Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, he #s anew ereature, 
old things are paſt away, behold all things are become - 
new. Gal. F. 24. *And they that are Chrifth, have 
erprified the fleſp, with the affeFions and Iufts. 'xJoho * 
>; 6, He that ſaith he abideth iw him, enght himſelf * 
ſo fowalk, even as he walked. Chap: 3. 3: "And roery 
$41. that hath this hope in him, purifieth knmſeif, -cors of 
xe be *s pure; Doth not theſe great Scriptures with 7 
one mouth, tell you the high-road way ro hereatter 
Glory, and prohibit any man from daringeo promile Þþ 
a | 10s | 


F : ſelf e fame 0 - any-0 . terns, - « tin ny othe 
way; wherefore my brethren, ſceing-that ve, orif 
you ldok for ſuch things, be diligent that yomaybe 
faund of him in peace, withone [pot and blamele(s, 
aPet, 3. 14» , + | | 
te , A ſecond Cauſe of perſons being lo 
ſenſeleſs, is, Contentment with ouc-ſide Chriſtianity; 
chat is, frequent in the performance of tliole Services 
that relate to the worſhip of God, but the thing de- 
ſigned by God to be reached after and obtained, is 
not purſued, Jt. is evident both from Scripture and 

| Experience, chat perſons have beenand ate frequent 
| in. hearing Sermons, in Prayer, in Reading, in-Faſt» 
ing, and ſuch like performances, yet they remain ye- 
ry carnal and yamortified. . Now Gods gracious End 
in, giving ſach. ſpiritual priviledges to perſons, being 
by.. him deſigned co beget them to his ſpiricyal like- 
neſs, and 'bis End not brought abour, myſt needs 
argue ſuch, not, or little furcher then ouc-ſide per- 
formances, contenting themſelves with their Services 
ſadone, char leaves chree parcs of four yer tado ; for 
what pleafure'can God take in thoſe, that after long 
na nader the opportunities of getting both jn- 
ward and outward excellency , in chat that makes 
Chriſtianity honourable, while cbey ſtill remain as 
fruitleſs me Fg Toy, having a Breae ſhow * di- 
* | ſtance ce, and nothing bur leaves at 1 nd 3 Doth not. 
| Jeſus. Chriſtin ſo many words except againſt fach, as 
Y aax eighty quali for is Kingdom, 4/47 5.20, 
= Za: 1 ſay to Jon, except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed 
" the yighteouſne(s of the Scribes and Þ hayiſees, ye ſhall 
| in.xo Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : Their 
" righteouſneſs will not do, and yet they are knownto 
2 bg 3 eagle much in prayer, Faſtingand giving Alms, 
Which are in a” good things, .and yer they 
q | \ 2 | noe 


% 
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*not*accepted of God, "bur for all this his Woes poeth 
_ olit apainſt them? Nay ir not befeared, char hun- - 
dreds in our days, content themſelves with ſcarce go- 
ing thas far in outward aRs, yer retain a ſtrong opinz- 
on that all ſhall be we!l- wich* them hereafter, as 
though ſuch confidence of being ſaved,” asthey that 
a& it are content with, whald content God ; butler 
not ſuch deceive themſelves: and they may find'thar - 
confidence abour: hereafter ſafety, 'not being ated by 
penitent ſubje&s, whoſe hearts can witneſs a through 
change; will return to themſelves back again, charg- 
e] with preſumption, notugichſtanding all their ont- 
ward performances : And itis moſt {ure, as hathbeen 
premiſed in'thelaſt-S7g-, that the holy Spirit bears not 
witneſs with ſuch ſpirits, that they are Gods Children, 
and that becauſe while they remain thus. content with 
out-fide Chriſtianity, Reformation reacheth not che 
heart; and then is a wanting that awful reverence of 
God and of Chriſt wichin, chat commands withour, 
the tongue ſo to talk, the eyes ſo to look, the hands 
ſo to aR, the feer ſo to walk in the likeneſs of 'God, 
as to be truly deemed his workmanſhip ; Te are our 
Epiſtle written in our bearts, known and readof all 
men; foraſmich as ye are manifeſtly declared to the 
Epiſtze of Chriſt; Bur we ſhall leave this to confide- 
ration, and fo paſs to the third andiaſt Head. bo pheccl 
Thirdly, perſons are fo ſenſeleſs of their ſpititual - 
eſtate, by notbeing converſant about things tocome : 
Now'things to come are reduceable in ſpecial to theſe . 
four heads , Death, - Judgment, Salvation, Damna-- 
' tion: al{ which are matters ( not of ſhow ) but of 
certainty., and-may' be called the four laſt things; 
which every man ought to make hisfour firſt things, 
chat he-furniſherh his. heart wichall, becauſe indeed 
/ they are Religions great cauſe,” and bounds, Heavens 
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' urged is, verſe 29. thus, O that they were wiſe, that 


' and my heart 'deſpifetd reproof, and obeyed not the woyee of * 
» 1 A ; P C | p ' 


eat Argumertt to call ns to duty, our great 'Argurgent -* 
-4 LE to Heavens call. Anid'as theſe h:th more or | 
leſs force upon the heart, they may be more or leſs 
read in the life; rhe worlt of men whoſe conſtiences 
are_nor ſeared , will be found'under ſome awakenings, 
by but refleRing here, now nd then, ſo forceable 
are they, where inthe loweſt ſenſe but believed; Now 
| that perſons, not being converſant about theſe mighty 
matters, prepares way to ſpiritual ſenſeleſsneſs, is ery |. 
evident , and thrrefore when God complains of his 
peoples unequal walking, be either affigus ir to their 
negligence here, as the cauſe they ſo walk, or ſeeks to 
poſſeſs them with remembrance here, as a mo{} quick» 
ning remedy. Dent. $. 5. Then ſhalt alſo conſider in 
"thine heart, that as a man chaſteneth his Son, ſo the 
Lord thy God chaſfteneth thee, and the redfon of thisis 
given by 'God himſelf as an argument moſt ſtrong. 2 
verſe 26. 1 fed thie with Manna in the Wilderneſs, I 
which thy Fathers knew-not, that I might humble thee, 
and prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; (mark 
thar ) at thy latterend. Chap 32. 15. Bat Jeſurun 
'Waxed fat, and kicked, then be forſook God which made 
him, and lightly efteemed the Rock of bis Salvation , 
on ſee here 1/rael, , ſet not a value on making God 
is ſafety, bur waxed wanton,” and forgot who had 
formed him ; now the moſt reduceable means we find 


the) underſtood this, and would conſider their latter ent ; 
God: bemoareth them with deſire they would look 
before them, intimating that would they but look 
upon. hereafter, they would live after another rate 
here ; pertinent co this is, that Prov, 5.11,12, 17; 
And thou mourn at lat, when thy fle(h and thy body ave 23 
conſumed; and thou ſay, now have T hated inftration,, © 
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| my teachers, wor incline my ear to them, that inftrutttd 
me; becauſe there is Wrath, beware leſt he take thee 
-# away with the frroak, and they agreat ranſom cannot 
, deliver thee. Job 36. 18, Doth nor all theſe Scrip- 
> tures ſhowthe miſerable ſtate of ſuch, as are not con- 
verſant about things trocome,; and how impoſſible it 
is to be reformed while they remain ſtrangers to theſe 
Sreat conſideratiops, Now on the contrary, what 
more contributes to a ſpiritual growtch, then hourly 
Communion about theſe. mighty matters ? No con- 
ſiderations being of a more mortifyiog farce then 
Grave conſiderations. 2 Cor. 9.10. For we muſt all 
apptar before the Tudgment Stat of Chriſt, that every 
one may receive the things done in his bady, according to 
that he hath done, whether good or bad : kaowing there- 
fore the TLerroy of theLord, we perſWwade men. is «. 
holy Apoſtle no ſooner treats of. Judgment , as his 
 DoErine, bat to awaken and perſwade from its terror, 
is his Application : alſo Jeſus Chriſt to deter ie 
from evil, and to compoſe them togood, pives ! 
awakening Items as theſe, 7f thy right offend: part 
with it, 'rathey then be caft into Hellfire, where the 
. ' worm never dies, and the fire s never quenched ; Thee 
times rogether doth he in that gth. Chapter of Afark, 
labour to rivet upon- the hearers what miſery is to 
come, and by the worm. and fires being, notes cer- 
tainty and by the worms gnawing, and fires burning, 
notes its its miſery ; and by the worms not dying, and 
the fires not being quenched, notes its eternity, Who 
would not cry at this ? Cry out with David; -Ob God 
” - w7 fleſs trembleth becauſe of thee, for I am afraid of 
&” thy Judgments : Chriſt Jeſus histhree-fold repetition 
+ » Teems plainly to ſhow us what greac aptneſs there is in 
> "every body tolooſe the Spiritualforee of ſuch mighcy 
” matrers; they being the proper 0bjeR only of a me- 
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.cloſer, or garden, field, or wilderneſs, nay, into.a 
folitary place onpurpoſe to talk with the Grave, h 
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mation as 


take one ſtep aſide from God. 


_ But alas, alas, How many be there that ſtop the 
outh of conſcience all chey can from fpeaking of this 
are to come, and will not endure to hear of che 


Grave, or Judgment, Salvation, or Damnation, thoygh 


ſuch as will nor endure the bitter of theſe things here, - 


cannot enjoy. the beſt of them hereafter ? Ir is living 
nowin a holy awe of chem here, that will make us live 
above the fear of them hereafter : content not your 
ſelyes then for a thouſand Worlds, ar any diſtance 
from daily communion with the things to come ; talk 
with them face to face, as a man talks with his friend, 
and' go aſide often from all other buſineſs, into your 


ſhortly you muſt put off your cloaths (- or outward 


garments) & neyer more put them on,ſaying with/7ob, 


My foundation is in the dufÞ;,, if 1 wait, R—_— 
my houſe, I have made my bed in darkneſs , ava ſaid to 
corruption thay art my Father, and to the worm thow 


art my Mother , and my Sifter. Job 17. 13, 14 4 
Conſider what you read,- and ſo paſs to the 36th! © 
of dying to Godlyneſs; and the Lord give his' | 


ng, Amen, 


es an inward trembling before God,ro | 
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CHAP, XXX, 


Shewing the miſerable, eſtate of ſnch as after longer 46< 
" quaintance with Chriſt, are leſs in love to him; "with 
'» fix Canſes of this Decay. V 18 


SI GN. XXX, 


FK 7 Hen increaſe of time in Chriſfts acquain- 
tance, worketh decreaſe of Aﬀettion to 

Chriſt's Company. 
Is this the caſe of any, or rather is it not the caſe. 
of many, that began well, and promiſed fair for hold. 


"ing on well,” as though all the world with itsallure- 
” ments ſhoutd not hinder them from ending well, that - 
-in their early. or firſt loye were fopleaſantly affeted 
>» «with; Chriſts acquaintance, char their meat and their. 


4 drink was to be with him at his feet hearing bis word; 


and-if he walked in the Garden they mult be chere, 
if in che Mount of Olives they muſt be there, if jo a 


- . ſolitary place they muſt be with him, inno condition 
- |- difliked-with his company, content with him infulneſs, 


and in ſcarcity, content with him in fayours, andin 


: - frowns, ſtill happy while leaning on Jeſus's. breaſt, - 


ſome leavingfather and mother to come to him, others - 
leaving houſe and land.co come to him, their trade of | 


E = Tent-making, fiſhing, nay having found ſuch a pearl, . 
* fell all to buy this field , and whar ſhall we hayz, or . 
- how be filled with enjoymentof thee ? pe'have for- 
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' ſaken. all-to follow thee, Mat. 19; 2.7. But what things 


[ gp tome, thofe I counted loſs, for the excel- 


cy of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lok, | 
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Fe ow | hb ſuffered the loſs of all «SEL and —* 
docount_ them but dung, chat 1 _ win Chriſt, and 
be found in him, &c. Phil \ 9. Now tos 3 
away to bim thar ſent me, EF tr | tell youthels 
0, ſorrow hath filled your hearts : They were.ſo 3 
affeted wich Chriſts company, they could noc 
bear. to hear of his perſonal withdrawing, though he. 
tells them it is beſt for them, they ſhould be for a lic. 
tle time without him, yet at this, ſorrow fills their hearr. 
Joby 16, By thisgiving any to underſtand, chat they 
could joyfully cry with David, pr honphave lin Eeg- 
ven. but- thee ? And whom have 1 on tarth jn compariſon 
of - thee ? 
. Tellme Chriſtians you that can experience the new 
birth, and know. foff well how it was with you ih the 
days of your eſpouſal, were you not then'raviſhed 
- , with Chniſts love ? Even fick of love, filled with con- 
rent to be about him, wondring every day. at this 
grace, counting no pains much, no coſt enough to. 
e ſuch a lover, under the ſt adow of whoſe wings, 
- you took [ſweet delight ;" but how is it now; Yon did rus 
well, did any hinder yon, that you ſhould not ftill obey 
the truth? Or with the righteows hold on your. way; © | 
jon baving clean havds grow flironger and ſtronger, VA 
Job 17. 9. 4 
ueD -, a of theſe forementioned decays come upon 
-you,: what. mind baye you to aſſembling, are you in- 
- different or no? Tell the-trutb, ſearch your hearts, 
-and ſpeak . your hearts : Do you loveto hear Sermons = 
\now'or no 1s it,or isit not like the morning. dew to you? 
. \ Are. you weary or no in your pureſt worſhip.? Is. your 
' delight ſtill ro-de._ with God in.gloſet ſervices ein "SY 
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to/prayer ? Do ye, with delight powr forth your ſouls 
| before bim at all times, as your refuge? What is your 
"d&lightto reading the holy Srriptares ? Are they your. 
meditation day and night ? Can ye ſay, Thad fainted 
for thy Salvation had 7 not boyed in thy word? Search 
into. your ſtate, and fetyour conditionbe what ic will, 
paſs right judgment upon it, whether ye die more or 
lefs, or grow more or leſs, to have true knowh 
of your ſtate, 'is the way to berterit, if decayed, 1 
may remedy it, if growingchis may encreale it; Oh 
then ſtand nor Rifl in-a conceirt, it is well or ll with 
you, but be at a certainty, bow it's with you, ex- 
amine your ſelves, prove your ſelves, know you not 
that Chrift Jeſms u in you except ye be reprobates, 
1 Cor. 13. F« | 
Come dear friends and let uswalk-on to Emmane, 
and talk together by che way, of all chings that have 
happened of late, namely, ſince we did believe ; bave 
ye z hankering after new things, would  voctrar”" 
: padding up and down, after divers and firange Do+ 
E - rines >? How is your heart affeRed with, or AMi- 
- . Red to hear of others Miſdoings? Doth horvor take 
6. hold of you ; becanſe any leave Chrifhs law? Doth 
x your ſouls weep in ſecret places for others pride? Are 
3 you aſtoniſhed 'to hear that ſuch a one is turned again + 
to his farm, another to his merchandize ? 'Onegone 
back to Fgype againy another. willing to ſtay/inthe 
Wilderneſs, and many moſt unwillin by 1c | 
ly, either to paſs over Fordev, orby 7 co, though þ 
$ ithe Gods greatroad wayto Canaan: Rememberhow 7! 
i it'was once with you, enquire how itis with you now; j \ 
br when you meet one another, is your talk heavenly or || 
earthly 2 Whar do ye ſayour moſt? Whar deſign 4+ - 
ſcek ye moſt to earry on ? 6 x "NE 
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for, the world” thar is, or the wortd ro come 
e ask ore another when you meer, what crade'goi 
ird with you moſt? Are ye cli ly amd 
frequently each other, what Go& hath done for yout 
Fouks ? What yearnings of heart is in you aſter theſe 
folemn aſſemblies? Do you count it woreby "your 
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time to be often there > Do you go and pray, and . 


. pray before you bo, that you may dotitolly meer - 
i ; ficab! 


and he proficably meet you > Doth Chriſts eye 
conſtrain you to come thither orthe Churcheveye'? 
When you 'are hindred, what is your ſear ? Howis 
your care? Can you be well content to be lightly 
abſent, if the Church' will be content with your ab. 
ſence ? Doth the Decay in Chriſts Houſe, or in'your 
houſe trouble you moſt ? Czn you quietly bear De. 
cay in Chriſts Spiritual Houſe, while you keepfrom 
Decay in your temporal Houſe ?'Can you ſeeaMidti. 
ons plerce the ſides of ſome ditterly, and you 'noc 
weep with them > Was it thus withyou'once, were 
not others ſorrows your tears ? Did you not deli 
to mourn with the mourner, and 'rejoyce with the 
ſiager ? Are you how leſs ablethen formerly ro wich- 
and temptations > Will a ſmall offence mike yotiſo 
impatient as co cominir preat ſin'?\Ts Saranalmoſt at 
every. lictle turn too Þard'for young Areyoubaſted 
quictly now with every little blow? Are you ſodry and 
barren of the Spitits waterings, that now every touch 
takes you ? How isit with'you when troubles are vp... 


know aftiQions Exauſe br ctite ? Wharway 


Arivingy of your beart woſt, when Gods frorktwwy- 
on 


on'you?* Would Jou part with the: Rod upon ay Y 
terms, or undergo-ic longer, tonic noſis "7 
ſarer ? Doth afMiRtion mend yon or make you wotfe?' 7 
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| 'on you? Are you more or-lefs then you were wone.. K 
_ to be in prayer? Whether'is your:carenowimeſtto- 
| tends'the 
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"How are you when the Rod is gone? Can you truly 
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, Cauſes of this great Decay, 


Eras - © 
> p 


. » *"F x . 74 - - 
Dying or decaying C brifian, 


ſay with David, Fefore. 1 was afflifted I went aſtray, 
apd as truly ſay, But now / have learned to keep 
Thy word? What are your thoughts of Zg pr, the 
Land you were redeemed from? -Would you go thi. 
ther again ? Is your old ſin, or fins in any meaſure 
pleaſanc co you again? Are you taken with the 
thoughts of your baſeſt Lovers, whoſe paths led you 
to the pates of Hell ? Dochthegreat work of Mor. 
tification go forward or backward ? . Doth fin get 


© head orlooſe headin you? Areyou not indeed wholly 


ignorant asto your ſpiritual eflate, whether yougrow 
or decay. © 
Bur laſt of all, and moſt of all? Dothencreaſe of 
time in Chriſts acquaintance, work decreaſe of affe- 
Rion to Chriſts company? Ah Lord God isit come 
ro this, have you ſuffered ſo many things in vain ! 
What ? Love Chriſt Jeſus leſs || whom you can never 
love enough, and once thought ſo ? Doth long ac- 
vaintance with ſach a Friend, procure defjres of his 
Miknce > God forbid : Would you not walk with 
him now, and talk with him now ? yea take ſweet 
counſel together, as you were wont todo? Doyou 
favour thethings of the earth ſo much, and the things 


©* of Heaven fo little, that now your Lords compa- 


ny is burthenfome ? Can you not go with him, 
run with him, Faſt with him, Pray with him, 


© weep with him, yea'and bleed with him ? Hath he 


not done all this for you >? He was made fin for ws, 


_. that kneWy no fin, wonnded for our tranſgreſſions ; pier» ,- 


ced for onr iniquities ; the chaſtiſement of our ptace was 


. wpon him; and with hu ftripes we are healed. 2 Cor. 


S. 21. Iſa, 35. 5. But I ſhall proceed briefly 40 ſix 


Firſt, 
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/) abominations. 


dw wel” bh CRE > + aa phe, Te RE I Rs | 
Chriſt found us in at firſt acquaintance: 4nd when 
I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pollmted in thy own 
blood; 1 ſaid mnto thee when thon Waſt in thy blood, 
live, then waſted I thee with water, jea, 1throuth- 
ly waſhed. away thy blood, and anointed thee with 
ozl. Zech. 16. 6, 9, compared with Chap. 36.'11; 
Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, awd 
your doings that Were not good , and ſhall loathe your 
ſelves in your own ſight, for | your iniquities and 
Here by comparing our eſtate with 
Iſraels eſtate, we may-read our danger with Ilraels 
dariger, who being apt to forget the condition God 
found them in, and redeemed them from , are 
tharged to remember their own evil ways : This 
Remembrance was that,that wrought ſuch high admi-- _ 
ration in St. Paxl. 1 Tim, 1. 12, 13. And 7 thank 6 
C hiſt Feſms our Lord, who hath enabled me, that 
he counred me faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, © 
Who was before a blaſpemer, and a perſecutor, and 
injurious, Clearly noting, that Paxls remembrance 
of Chriſts goodneſs to him in miſery, encreaſed his 
eſteem of Chriſts mercy. x.” 
Secondly,” A ſecond Cauſe may be this; Actual 7 
withdrawing from that wonted familiarity we uſe 
to have wich Chriſt; once if ic were 'well withus, © 
he muſt know it ,” and-+be praiſed for itz if it were: - 
evil with us, he muſt be cold of it; ; and at the 2 
leaſt abſence, you could cry with the Spouſe, Tet 7 
me O thou whom my ſoul loveth , Where thou feeds: . * > 
eftÞ and cauſeſt thy flock, to reſt at noon; for why: 
ſponld I be as one that turneth aſide, from the flocks: 
of thy; companions. Cant, 1. 17. Thus in a holy' 
friendly intimacy claims his company , if now ſuch 
diſcoyer ſtrangeneſs to him in being ſtrangers , 
is 
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ſeldome, though onee often; thus negleRing: the 
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means. of encreaſe, muſt needs'cauſe decreaſe. - 

Thirdly , The chird Cauſe may be this ; Deep 
declivings to heart-acquiintance ; The watch. 
now over the heart is not ſo ſtrict as once, it was 
fo tender in times paſt, that every comer-in and 
goer our, mult be under ſtrict examination, who 
they -were for, whether or no they went 
Chriſt Jeſus's errand ; but now the door of the 
hearc is ſer open too too often, at hours too: un- 
ſeaſonable ; for reaſons too ſlender, co the enter- 
raining many a ſtrange face that never was wont-to 
come there, ſince the King of Glory had taken his 
poſſeſſion; for this Feremia/ complains againſt Feru- 
falem. How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge with- 
in thee? They kept not their heart with all diligence, 
knowing that ont of it are the iſ[nes of life ,, Bur truſt- 
ing it roo auch were deceived and turned aſide 
thereby. 

Fonrchly,- A fourth Cauſe may be this, Decaying 
in love to Chriſts Children, once your chief deliphc 
was with the Saints, and eſpecially thoſe that excelled 
in virtue; now daily decaying in your loye to them, 
and acquaintance with them : This Chriſt Jeſus ma- 
keth an unerring reaſon, He that loveth his Bro- 
they abideth in the light, and there 14 no occaſion of 


fambling in him. 1 John 2. 10, If any mas ſay, 1 


love God, and hates his Brather, he # a tyer,, for he 
that loveth net his Brother whom he bath ſeen, - hop 
can he love God Whom he bath not ſeen? Chap, 4+. 


3 +. 29. Plainly affecting, che impoſſibilicy of » loving 


the greater, (if we love not the leſſer; 1v to 
what degree there is decay in one, there is 20 


in the other, 


Eifchly] 


FI of affeQton to petiſhing things 3* Ac your firſt a 
'F quaiatance with Chriſt , the world and its offi 
F. was contemned by you , now it is eſteemed, you 
3 had'once a holy careleſsnefs for the things of this 
life, now an -unholy - carefulneſs for them; then 
you ſate at Jeſus's feer, hearing his word, but now, 
cumbered with much ſerving, Leve nor the world 
nor the things of the world; if any man love the 
world, ' the love of the Father is not in bim: Meat» 
ing whoſoever /aver the World at ſuch 2 rate as to 
be .more thoughtful after its vanities then Heavens 
excellencies ; For the love of Money ws the root of 
all evil; which while ſome coveted after , they have 
erred from the faith, and piereed themſelves through with 
many ſorrows. 1 Tim. 6. 10. 
. Lally, A fixth Cauſe may be this, The with- 
crvings of the. holy Spirit, that was once plea(- 
ed, and did then yifit you often; but now is griev- 
ed, and viſits you ſeldom, chat once helped you 
much _ temptations, laying fordead the deeds 
of the body, now lets you alone to be beatenand - 
_ baffled with every evil motion, and this'as the 
/effe& of 'the Spirics withdrawing , whoſe work 
where ever it is, being to greaten the eſteem of 
Jeſas Chriſt, and foil tempracions of every kind, 
if 'not diſcouraged, grieved and hindred , for fear 
of . which are choſe high Chriſtian Precepts\given, 
not to vex it, quench it, or grieve 5tz and that 
© becauſe, as our natural body without life is void 
; of aRion, ſo without che holy Spirit is a Chriſtian 
man'dry and barren , at beſt but like the Fig-tree, / 
ſometbing oaly in ſhew , yet curſed by Jeſus Chriſt 
For wanc of fruit - When: the Apoſtle Fade comes 
to Tpeak of ſome, that in the laſt days:honld 
: <5 cura 
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pak" how they are A wee 


Dpicic ; * ade reckons them among 'the Sodowires * 
for filrhineſs , calls them Raging Waves, Wandring - 
Sears , Murmurers, Complainery, worſe then nata- -- 
ral Bruit- beaſts; and the fum of all, As being de- 
titnce of the Dpirit. In the midft of all Davids 


L 


langniſhing for fear of ſo high a loſs, is not this .”: 


6ne-of his molt bi ter cries ? Caſt we not away from © 
thy preſence, and Lake not by holp Dpiric trom 
mes Plele 51.11, | | s | 
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CHAP, XXXl.. 


Setting forth the great nptueſs in erxfags, to form to them- 
ſelves a Devotion, and from thence, promiſe them- 
ſelves life and freedoms while they live wader fins Do- 
mittion ; with fix evident marks of aright convittion | 
of. ſin, ' and conver ſion from fin, with the Canſes © 
aligned of of Declenſion in after time from continual 


mg of ſin. 
SIGN XXX1. *1 | 


KG great ſans ſeems ſmaller, ond [mall ſins 
ſeem none. at all, 
. ;\ It is one of the firſt work of Gods holy.S Spirr upon 
' a Convert, to ſet beforehim the ſiniulnels of fin, "and 
- the wrath dew to hin forcheſame,” till a ſight of:this 
fin-isdead, inthe aQe and effeQs of ir ipon tranſgrel- 
ſors; for while the Prince of darkneſs rules fin, 
| though! it lives and grows, is undera yail, 


who ſeparate theryſelves , ſenſual , Gl, noc the. 
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- chad? "there- is\2 Heaven - and * 46) We\ce 
rye pi a Sagan, form 
deyorion, as phat, anda 
: 2 hh hence, -promifing.to 
,” freedom rex from char wrath - 
though atthe ſamerime Catnder the doatiion of Fſch 
& + is moſt grareful ro.chem , and becauſe of ; 3 
46) meaning or formal prayerand coafeſſion, by. 
nog and ther put up to God in; analy et of 
' people, while barren ofthe Piles of Chriſts 
£--yet-herewith: take tOneent, while OLE 1 
- words of confeſſion, iconclude theme! I1t- 
| Fn 5-90 $pirit of contrition. All this hiſt 
} that be may holathem'the more firm, fromtfig 
| vition of fin, and right converſion from 6; weft 


IS WW 


4 'them to excell in ſome common as -of Att 
3. ro the ſecond Table of Gods Law ; and frdm hence 
| de their ſtate ſafe, though they canSwear,” 

1% wie, hen, vein wenocty enyying, 

Prige, Bae ing, Whiipetlag Surmiſin Fe. +, 

ond thu: becauſe they now and thendo cheſe.hi Y. 

- FS erthey good Church. men and do ask GoS#eviry $ ys, iS 

forgiveneſs; andaretold.in'Scriprure; thagthey © 


Lemay" for pardon:of fin, and chat be whict# 


| cheſt ther 1eſus an God ilihe aved; 
| & tha Chrif died for ſinners, and rhey are fare 
| * Q , -" they 
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"finner, +> 
Now it will be needful here to ſhew the diſtinQion 
| berween ſinner aud ſinner : Some ſports though really 
ſpvrs, yet arenot the ſpars of Gods enemies; its one . 
thing to fin under a Covenant of grace ( through in- 
firmity ) and another thing to fin out of the Covenant 
(through impenitence_) one with his will, che other 
againſt his will ; one ſecks the fin; the other, the ſin 
feeks him-z the one moſt careful of Gods eye, \ the 
other, if at all, onelycareful of manseye ; the one 
$4 mournet to the grave, that ever hg.ſinned 
againſt ſuch love and prace as the Goſpel hath made 
, known; the other, never mourns for ſin, 'but 8s pro- 
woked-ac the feeling of the puniſhmeat ; the oneis 
more afraid of the Hell in ſin, thenthe Hell after lin, 
the other thecontrary ; the one thirſts after the ſpirit | 
of juſtification!, che- other wiſketh, - but its like a 
wanton Beggar, for the advantage of. juſtification; 
the one cares not what becomes of him here, ſo be 
.may live with God hereafter; the other cries, who 
will ſhew us any good here ? Thebne hath reſpe&;to 
every, command of God ; the other picks and chaſes, 
believes as his rulers believe,- or fuch a Biſhop: or 
Learned man,. or preat Landlord: believes” anvaac 
is moſt in faſhion, that moſt pleaſes him; his Religi- 
on . 
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on Beth! i Y ; the'Crods, and.cynn ith the 
© Streans!' "The. puts "thinks ang for 
Chrift/ the other thinks that Religion beſt that coft- 
eth leaſt tn-a word; *one+loves .the;Lord Jeſus in 
" 7 Offices as King,” Prieſt, and Prophet, to rule 
 4F him as well as ſave bim; the other wonld be content- | 
3. edto \a53 Jeſus to ſave, bur will not endure bim 


as wKing rule. 
"Having | iſed this about ſin in the General, we 
| hall now ſpeak*of ic under this Sigo, a5 it reſpetts 
as once thought ſmall fins great, now think great 
ſins ſmall; look at ſmall ones as if they were noneat all. 
'This cerrainly,is a ſign of iecay in Godlineſs; the leaſt 
bn gh inſt hifi, being great enough wichout the mer- 
, (if perfiſted in )to weigh us down to Hell, 
IR in ir felf be licrle; but ics very poſfi- 
for a Chriſtian that once had a Conſcience fo ten. 
der;that every little rouch did y grieve; yet may 
In proceſs © time come 'to ſuch 2 * Roto of love or 
liking to fi o, (that he can now eaſily ſwallow down 
thar for which he wene mourning all the day long. 
Till the Commandment came to the Apoſtle Pax!, he 
was alivein his own eſtimation, and did verily chink .he 
didGod pood fervice,in making hayock and ſpoil inthe 
Charch of God being zealonſly mad againſt allthar call- 
e&on the name of Jeſus, and yer at the ſametime vgs 
in Gods account aBlaſphemer Perſecutor, as himlſelf,in 
*the account he giyes of himſelf. after hisconverſi jon, did 
+ acknowledge himſelf, for when once the Command. 
4 _ came, and fin appeared exceeding ſinful, and 
= forge 'of God #ppeared as the reward of it, he 
then lay low in his 0wn eyes; the chief of ſinvers 
and for! ofSaints. Often ſaith thePropher have 1 heard 
of thee, by the hewing of che Ear, which is the caſe 
of IEP in England , and his fear they are 
Q 2 taughz 
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.abhor. m 


Were not our opinion of our ſelyes 


goodoeſs.as' ny p 


a man of nem is 11$.1s te 'Cllects OL Ul 
RE nels Faneek wid od al 
and f ! 
Now ſin appears 4 pound wie. ring a 
damned _—_ ſhall. never die: en Dav 
zo walk heavily, and; cry out ing, 
Have mercy upon me God cer otiemad 4e: 
of thy tender mercies, blet out-all mumneuniquitier, ant 
ren Ong Ie 15 yery polnh 
looſe: chis fir hott, reliſh, 20d 
Birth- -beginning, that orice ,was-as Je 
price, ..And.this ordinaril pom 0 DO 
ligence to-maintain the firſt Life-principle they 
from the Grace of God at.its firſkentertginmeot, == 
did not then (ler me 26k pars} ature rec 
within. us, /in. theſe ſix particulars-.. TINA 
1. .Did. 'we not ſee then..; ſelves the OK 
fianers?, Did we; not chink.H [little pln / a 
puniſhment ;\ the. Ground t00- good to bear us oG” 
walk on, and the . Air coo good to allow-.us to 


breach io, and every bit of Bread much morethen we 
deſerve? Did nor Scales fall as it were from ours 


wealth to woe ? We that n few daje'bs 
peare to. our Souls, and 

any in our Neighbourhood, y4 i 4 we 
ro my. thar had made our 56 ro "ee 2 
now where ever wecame, wept bitterly,..and | 
talk was of our undone gſtate.outof Chriſt o, never har 


-- bur 


be ch ine blſohemer, a perſeturor, 
 ofiely on Chrift tharcams i into 
wieys, "1 Tim, 1, 15.” | 
on Did not we then po often to God 
yet «Claret ſeriſe 0f out fin fill being z 
a Rn ror ugh Cn Os 
| = | in-my Spirit, for wounding 
jours i? Were we'not then ready to o high 
ner"th +1 hong rot B oo rude 
kw our E 'Cfy wois 
- ru a ” ſuch love, fot 
love. Icanneverdo for him, rior 
fuffer rower for bim ; had I a thouſand fives they 
were all e00 lictle to: down at his Fat? Howdy 
tn in Cloſſer-prayer, carly at theSer- 
oned. Now Spirit, 
% ind | have, is acthE Lords 
. Service. © Now I feet ſach's wb upon my ſhoulders 
for my fins 1 Tr, bur the blood of 'Chriſt can 
hold mefrom into Hel.” oe 
Bye” we not then, abhor our fins; or 
what we had one, andall occafions leaditig chereun- 
ro? Did'noe' we'therifay with David, my fn s tver 
þ+*:5+ me'? Were not our black deedsin all company, 
in-all' conditions moſt before'our cies, following 
os 8 4b Wolf follows its prey 5 We: ewe not 
ung as weiry of our fitr as of a longficof ſickileſs ? 


Q. 3 Did 


P 


N_ gina 99-090 
Did ie nor lothe thei 


that bad Dal? 


lah ?Were ati tata, ih hy. voter | 


great 


lours beſet with the black chreanings of Gods 
Pla 3. 
= Fourthly, Did we not then retain ore 
mory, 2 deep ſenſe of the Plagnesdve, oo 
lothing our ſelves. Woe is merbatever 1 ſhould 
ſach 2 yile wrerch,fuch a Beaſt before che Lord: Ls 
adbor my ſelf in duſt and athes, atthe very 


and remembrance of myfin; Ido ne ref NE. 


Tor at that 'fnercy of God thac kept me our of Hall: 
Oh! It is' Hell Yo deſerve for my haioous times, 
as none knows more of me, then 1doof my ſelf; (3 
none can think worſe of me, then 4 think” 

ſelf, admiring the mercy of God piye m 
mony, that ſurely none but a Oo could Have born 
with me thus long, Oh ! That ever ſhould ſpend 
my-precious time, ſabſtance, to ſerve 


ſach filthy fuſts; Inow fee itis for me tobea . 


door- r keeper " the boufe of God, then to dwell in the tents 
of dbe-wicked, 

$6 Fifthly, Did we nor then ſce ſo much of fin, 
ſelf, and wrath, that we coyenanted for eyerto live a 
Mourner for what before: we had done; 'thatas we 
had made it our trade, and had gor the very habitof 
ſin. So now we ſhould get the habit of Mt bevy not 
as coo many ſoxrowful, onely while conviction arc 
ſtrsng, bur clothed with the ſtate of ſorrow, from 
month to moneb, and year to year, paſſing of the 
time of our whole Pilgrimage in and fear, 
like Ezekie/s mourners that God had pardoned. 
Chap. 7. verſe 16, But they that we of them 
ſhall eſcape ; yet to yemuain on the' Momtitains Vike 
- Doves 0n the valleys, all of thens mourninf '” the Fate, 
« Well s aft, every ont for his ows. iniquity, 


Laſtly, 
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Tas” 


"  - Steatof 4 Dyine & decayime Clrifinn, - 
4 , Lally; Did we. not: then. covenant for ever 
©.» thankful. co God for our pardon? Did we not then 
F hiok ie legſecntagath be fpoy.oue hyperpeaing ths 


ſuch mercy, "when we were polluted co the lothing of 


+; 43 


God to-Ecerniry, that had ſaved us, and ſhewed us 


our perſons; and-thac at ſuch a time, God ſhould 


F 


1. ns up to forget our ſorrow, for joy that ſo goodly's 
. - man-child was born, the Lord of life formed in us, 
-» © What Trouble, Pain, Loſs, or Croſs, had a voice to 
"preſs the ſpirits co complain like this co praiſe, the 


joy of- believing, being a tranſcendent joy. 1 Pet . 
1.8, | 
Objeft.. Burt what is the Cauſes this frame is not 


p © Hom Why 1.-W hat is the matter char great ſins ſeem 
' Ama 


, and; ſmall none at ai > Anſwer, Theſe three 
appear to be Cauſes. - x, Ignorance how murh God 
hates Sin, - 2, Ignorance what Chriſt Jeſus under- 
. went for Sin.. 3; Ignorance of the wocfuleffetsof 


I SN. 


Firſt, Ignorance how much God hates Sin, This 
| to every intelligibleperſon, that will but con- 
Gl t Gods Method from the beginning of lng, His * 
lorions attribute of juſtice was {til| bene againit ſin , 
eſt: glorious price of his workmanſhip, whom 


” 
- 


he placed inthe Gardenof delight, who was undoubt- 
, pla delight , for he beheld every thing that be 


d made good, much'more man the Maſter-piece of 
all the reſt , for inthe Imageof God made he him ; 
Yet _now-for ſin muſt bedriven ont-of Paradice , the 
ground curſed for hisſake, and in ſorrow. muſt he car 
' his: bread ; 'and from thence forward be a dying. man, _ 
till he die, - doſes the man of God, ( with who God 
the great Lord Almighty, talketh Face to face,) and the - 
very.4ype of Jeſus Chriſt : Yer muſt neyer have one 
Q'4 prayer 
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4 hand ; 1 pro nhee ter we go Ber 80 foe Jams 
23 Tay motntain;)and Lebanon, b»t.che:Layd 
"BY T wrt with me for your ſakes, and would nat hean-+ 
| me. And the Lord [aidton to me, lex it ſuffice thee, ſeals. 
0 more of this matter. Deut.- 3. 24525; 26; p 
not this- abominable thing that I hate. ou _—_ ou */ 
this cauſe: God faults ſendithew | *0: bes F- 
lieve 8 lie; \tbad they all might #y trons ya »2 Thel, - 
2: 3b oY 
Bur Secondly, Ignorynce what: Chri underweng- 
fop-ſin.: Oh the bicrer agony thar: eee ne. cj 
as/jt were great" drops of blood; ' 
| bleſſed Cheeks; his ſoul was e 
* even untodeath y his baicpulled off, is Flags 
more- then any mens, his face ſpit in, big hands 
feet nailed co a Tree, a ſpear thruſt through role ma | 
endinthe 334 > ct of his age,the prime age 
mult becaken away, hisblood ſhed 
and clothed with griefs a 


ay of form 


fio,.th no. ſio, neither was: Ne = 
found' in by he he nid dear for what we did, 


> he muſt die DRIN live; be curſed hat we may 
"be bleſſed, Can we look upon this bleſſed ſme 

LY w—_— this ditter cup, andelitak any fin 

z / -- laid ucha weight onthe Lord of Life. % 

= . Thirdly, Ignorance of ehe woeful 

. *' What brought the flood? Was 1t nor ſin 

”. + brought Firc and Erimſtene upon SedemandGoner- K 

TH rh? Was it not ſin? What brought- all :the ten | 

-1-agues upon EgyprÞ Was it not ſig? Wharbrings 3 


| < the 6 amply to the duſt, -bur this Monſterfi in, >; 1 | 
is ne 
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CHAP. X*XXIE. 


Shetwing the great aptneſs inCbrift tans tobe leſs affeft- 
a > Praiſes for w Tribe of mereie: coming," and 
a tniredſifted to miymuring for «tithe of mercies Fo- 


4 ing gies forr Cauſes of ! is Decay. 
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- WW Hes your Tongue is frequent imcomplatn- 
* **.. ine for car <a and ſilent in pret- | 
Ul low pt are:Chriſtians ea fall under this De- 
cays apprehenſive of thar which goeth againit 
che-grain; rhe ſtring of the heart eaſily wound ppon 
| It's. 


TIT 


_ momorataf:onc © fo Neon of _ 
. 'big Rh erate lefler loſe and yet ſamecime 
_— thahkfalneſs for greater gain. m__ 
"Zsthe young man eAvſalow | 
Now was Abſalom in the height of rebellion, 
at ne leſs then the Crown, yet now Foab, Abi : 
and J7trai whom Thave pr ant os h 
: ro fight my Battels, whenye overcome, deal gently 
bj for my ſake with the young-man, .even fb ow. 
L-»." The Battel-is fought, the. Mercy isobtained; 


"ſl victory goeth Y—nen re bh | 
- withthe.cidings, ev ankiow whe full = 
- firſt, and faſteſt. Andabe Ki ing ſiesin hegggs -Re 


for their Meſſage, and air "dbimags 

_  Zadock, cometh and ſaid, ab is wel, fall Erle, 
"on his face before the King, (ai | Bleſſed e the Grd 
thy God which hath ge goony a men, whit 
,  #p" their hank my Lord the King. 
XY ful tidings calling for triamphar 
WM; Nrrkfulnefs of at what Inigitls phe Bagger 
KM. now in tune, 1s the young wan Abſalow at 
p appeared more ſer upori his heart, then the Vitary , 
for'no ſooner hath" C»/45 another ns 
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-the yonng Lamb taken from the flock, tbe Turthe- © 
DoveRtiptof its life ; for-« pampered, wanton,- un.. . 
_thankfo), unfruitſul People; -- Bur what will beithe 
endof all? 7 ho ſhell tive whe God doth this ? dime. 
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E” y retaining in the heart; the due reward of reſt 
| fins. 
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For .axetracting under Adverſity;", Bw; + | 
_ "Hiphtedno(s at- what you -abound+with; ' Trex» For 
Envy at 'your Brothers welfare, :-7few; Por-uſing iF 
your- Jorhes to carry Tales, . 'Trems, For taking up F 

For vey 'k 


report apainſt-your Neighbour, "Tem, 

bifion of Good, Jtims, For every commiſſion 

Evil. rw, For your grand 'fin ro | 
Ec." BE $ us : 


» Ab Chriſtians what ſhall" 


* Bar whar way b- che Cove of. AoDerers we Firk; 
Tomcing without God. Ny revoay on 4 
enſe, - beats higher then the pulſe of faith.” / 
Thiely, nee-that the iſtate of veg ec 

earth,” is to-be « thankful (Nate, Fonrthly,” A | 


Firſt, Counti ; withour God: Thatis; FO 
meaſure our condition-witl what we would have ic 
be, not asking counſel'at/the hand of God, is this or | 
that condition beſt-for' me ? Good Agar knew the 
deceitfulneſs of bis own heart, and rherefore-durſt 
not make any choice withou-God. 7'wo things have 
7 Ove f thee, deny me them not before 1 die, give me 


w25ther 


| 3h [: venter upon- Corre& preg wg 
, | rl rg 6p Conch lp | 
_—_ at.the paſt-rime ſo- miſpent# 


- pood te let C % ET , 
| nr - i God joe, whether it be Phyſick or 


J alveoli the Lid for o anifcoay 


would not let 1/racl go t0 Canaan 

Wilderneſs ; but God ſaw that way the neareſt, 

|" Fore faichſul Moſes chuſes that _ Senſe made, , 

Rachel cry, give me Children, or elſe 1 die... While 

| Faich led old &{;, while made chil eſs to cry, /t s 

the Lord let him do Whats ſcemeth bins good. Senſe 

|  , makes us at. the-Rod, .chough a Priſon atthe. | 
ſame time, is better then a Pallace. Senſeled 1/raet- 

robe at God, - and murmur when they. wanted 

bread [Sv anddilike their Travel tran ſo. 


 £:eat and terrible a Wilderneſs, wherein were. fiery 
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So liver end. Ss har tf x n= 


pficdly, PELAGARE. a 
ning of lefſer miſeries, then praiſing {1.5 wg 
er mercies, is ignorante that the ſtate of a! 

here on NJ is £0: be a thankful ſtate, that'is,”"5# 
thing to 'give thanks!"1 Thel. 5. 18. This to 
in i PR vey ſeems a bard Leſſor, What 2 
To thank God for AMiRions, for Povgtty, for Sick- 
nefs,” for loſs of Husband, 'Wite, - "Houſe, 
Land: 'what/to have all in one bottom, andofink at 
once into the botrom of the Sea, and yet thank God 1 
ſeems _— ptian bondage, and worſe , but che Text'is 
E. "1 every thing give thanks ; andthe reaſon *  \, 

+ bv us urgent for every condition ( otithis fide Hell 

is mercy, -2n! therefore calls for thankfnlneſs ) Moſes 
coming to Phar cob with t that 7/-ael might be | 
2 ny was mercy, th it tended at firſttoche - | 
Y ent of their bonds, he it was it orderto — |} 
F: their reedom upon the moſt noble terms; had we ne- 
+ ver rfouble here, we ſhould never ſo long for reſt 
hereafter. Good Poſhna and' Catch ill thought che | | 
beſt wr Gods way with them, andPe# em 
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_ 4: Life; crying. our- 0b tyretched finver that 1 am | who 
> 14; ſhell deliver me from the. body: of this Death, on dead 
$-/ ody 2: Were we not then-as it wereticd toa dead man, 
- 4  andco to draw him, and theſtench of him 
7 - vp and down: with us whereſoever we went, being 
4 beſet with Exckzelr ronl, Lamentations, and mourn- 
{ ing, and woe? Could we-not' then truly fay- with 
d, my fin is ever before me, and Hell coming 
| after 3 and if in this Chriſtieſs condition Fidie, I 
| ſhall bedamoedto all Ecernicy, Did notthis burden 
fele for fin; and feared for wrath, keep down the 
| Spirit of "complaining. more for*ſmallcr miſeries ? 
And. how- would we then have been affeted with 
_ 4, - thankfulneſs for the cythe of thoſe mercies we.now 
overlook ? Its eyident by Gods expoſtulation with 
Iſrael in Exzekiels time, Chap; 16. That this Sym 
j tom.was upon thera ina high degree, ſo thar the 
4 Prophet for their reducing begins at the root, Sox 
3 of many. cane...) am. to. know. ber abomination; ; 
ſhe hath forgotten Hers Father was an Amorste, and 
Mother an Hitts:e; andin the day ſhe was born, ſhe 
was caſt apt into ch& open field, to the lothing of 
her perſon, and when no eye pittied ber, then faid 
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with a eo nk h low ws under the OS. ; 4 


a temporal diath deſerved ; "and ſhall'not, we 4 
-ſelf- + eu. lie much' lower _ EE Ws 


an-eternal-Death deſerved; W -\g in 


\miferies tewporal, for which I'dr Ga chen 


with the 'worm-wood and he 

ro remembrance, why am T not-in rag 7s 
thar* Tongue but now complaining , turned into + 
Thagkſgiving ; © /t'&s of .che Lords merciet 1 am nat 
conſumed , Praift” ye the Lord; Amen, Amen. 
Confider what you read; and ſo \paſyro the 334, M 
= dying 70 to Godlinefs. 
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E | wi: your jw,” the great worth of 
; fime «© fo that. 50s are turned. 
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Is 44". Thar every man ſhould conſider; 
Wy s'G bath given bim'an excelleatNacure; Wil. 
underſtandigg eo make his chgic 
Mm Lortl over all Ctearures, 0 


Angels; be bath alſo ap 


Mn che crannts 
3 this"greac deſign, 'he bach and doch, giveevery' 20, 
1 / 4 time ip this World, « time fo precions, char onic 
ETERNITY. Time, in the ſpace-of 
i God in.the uſe of j;Qurs , ior we matt remem. 
that we bave a great work co do,many enemies to 
conquer,  mady evils to prevent, many da rh to tim 


- us through, many' difficulties co- be maſtered, | and ie 
4 may many Childrer! or Ftiends to provide for nl 
R a 


hs qÞ wartihg 


PS 


47s we vis, how to 
She wing alſo 


nth cnt 0 


40” DT 
anc many , 1 
to be found in-alt d 
back in the acconn>ef E 
a Jewel as Time ts, it 
then all the-World;;. canhot-Eit 
. valuable price for i ies lengtheniog, or reeal 
paſt and:gone; for any, therefore to be* of - 
ſoch a Treaſure, maſt nee Rp ns: ne” % 
power of Godlineſs.: but it maybe. very T 
we explain this great word TIME; i Ns | 
fidered under a double accepration, rey 4 'S.: 
co the ſpace of it, .and uſe of it: it _—_ chac 
Time in the ſpite of it, is:Gods gift. Job'7, 2. 7+ 4. 
there , not (an appointed time to man wpon Emiho "That Y*- 
is,” for ſpace-given of 0 this noble end; that }. 
"man ſhould implay or is Time to the beſtgdran- 
rage, ſo.that itsas certain, Time in the »fe oriabaſe 
is ours; Eccle. 3. 1. To every thin there'vs a. ſeaſct i # 
4 - and a-time to every purgoſe wader the Sam; thatis, a Ji 
= Time. with reſpe&t to | oe uſe or abuſe; ' Godlends | 
5 -the ſpace of 'Time, appoints meet work ro: taketip 
yy 4) ©&-of Time lent. Lets; bear the Concluſion F. 
.C faick'+the Preacher ) of the whole matter; «Fear { 
.God avd keep bis, Commandments, _—— 4 
.Duty of Man: for God will briog every that Y- 
| 44s bſe orabuſe of , Time, into Judgment, forSa & | 
. or Damnation goeth upon his great hinge of» Time, 
-  - And what was lent from God as 7eryſalems greatelt 
-*,' __-Imercy, proved chrough themfelyes, - cheir greateſt * 
”- © "Woe? For they had the fpace 'of;'1 ime rem 
E--: .when the uſe of Time wa wepted 
their Market, abaſed their Geaſo 
| ed for: Faſting and Weeping, db peaiing | | 
Bg and Rejoycing; likerhe old World, while-fourcy.yEars | 
* ones of Time in the Arks Preparation, "90s 
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2.04. Wie as ſoon a+ 4 
he falls awceping at the 
al they Cie, by (not chroughche wane 
of time; 7M Ny miſuſe. or. abuſe of time ) 
'broughc+ upon cberaſelves, which- is evident from his 
words, Fay ny If thon hadſt known evey then, ” 
Ex , (4by day of pace. ftromGod giyen 


ings which: belang to thy peage, but now 2 me 
from thine eyes. God is noc bound to. wait always, 


ef mult be laid even with the. ground,; becauſe 


4 Nix py ontes: the T-LM.E of chy. viſitation ; 
A6-0ht JotHthi befoenk Prafelors toil theit 


l hy healch,ſtre of 
Amcievenallmeyotheai when oe ug 


» end Time bere, may not chroughthe abuſe, tall 
[the c of qgperlaſting, y 


woe, 25 2 reward - 
: 1. But ſome. may ObjeR, if fo dreadful 
voce heal valet f. Tame, x Doſh oor thi 
F gee of *for 1t isnot of him that 
th, nor, of bim bim char "runnetb;. but. of God that, 
mercy. { F 
day. Irs troch, ics of God to ſhew mercy, and 
orb os; 6 his cigge 5 well as his way. - Wiſ- 
erjuh without, - fe. Wtercth her voice in the chief 
New of concen bs. o. the. opening of the, rates inthe. 
Cuz; þ bg Hop long je fpraple ones, will ye love fime. 
pliniey Ad. Sqarvers hehe: in Scorning, and ſet * 
neg 


":.. "oo © of nk *j Rh ll I We... a 008% - 
(for this abitſe's "Time) whis your ſtr ufFon comis 1 

rb 4s # t# birle-wind\, when | _ and, anguiſh befalls 
ow; then thingh 1 call, wo 0 1:efeall. 
ſeek me early,” but Gabe fed err fr rk. jo battd © 
knowlcage, and did wot rg The IY', 4 the Lo = 
'Pro: 7.21, ym & a 


hand ropether. "God t 
= earth, for no 'other end, but "hat every The: 
6 ſhould be filed vp*with the work of it.” 
them togerher in two greatTeſpeRts,” Firſty To give”. 
aſſtance. Secondly; To give acceptance.”*” 
herein 'lyerh mans thief Wiſdom, that he” know hi 
Time, and while iclaſteth, "to make the beſarnligs 
of it; for it's ſwifter then an fea rſs in the Heavens 
haſtninz on its way,. never at a ſta | 
cari never be recalled" a vin.” ae. - cody nc -n0 man 
4 plex4 vacancy of in ſome joe period of dis 

e, God hath nga rar 9: forevery-con-" | 
dition, ' whether young orold or fre 
in” health; ſtill Zrernicy wair&uport Us; *an@1 
daily going forwatd or backward in thoſe a 
and'as one day- is gone "over 6ur heads, we are 
a day the neerer to itsbordety, ® The ſick Mar may: 
poſſibly recover; bur if once-D E AD all hopes 
one; Hence comes thoſe dreadful Lamentacions ?' 
Woz'is me! he is | e@ad, he is'Dead; The whole 
world cannot ptirchaſe yelterday again, That Fodow = s 
and Gemorrha that'2 4 hours apo floutiſhed, netrday 
lies in Aſhes: Belſhatzar he" "King , wat but now 
E drinking Wine in Exceſs, and praijong the G odr of Gold 
b-+ and ilver, in the ſame hour,'a hole Time makes'# 
4 ;*oo change, look again,and he? is Trembling;tbe ſeine 
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n bog Oe. cherefors - more precious then, Tyme: 
Ob —D rhe wocull effc&s of Timel,.ln 
i Inga by the hands of the almigh- 


have. been ſtripe of all 7 

Pee Aſhes. 4 lth little 
O.VED centers. in eternal 
while alike Time, ABUSED centers.in 
. how f B-rpua therefore is Tipe, ; But 
prin 2 faid, Sou remember | thon badſt thy. Time of 
good things, end Lazarus bis T img of evsl things 3. now 
« Cefores YA apr Ss T arg WB 4 "How 
ar dying.to (-odlingfs, 

a lv" little Ws of Times worth, that he. ishnrned 
X Poyeth leave this to conſideration, 4 PY'Y ie wart 
of Time, and ſhall enquire. igto the, Caulgs,of,. 


, baſe Fi Time, 99d conn ahs ew 1 rept 

> howtoredeem Now the.Cauſes maybe: 

c ed to. theſe on EF; 1gnorghce of times.{y 63063 
-- 24;Ignararce of, Times precionſneſs...::3. Ngnconk- 


deration that the. uſe or.abuſe of Time will certaiply 

Deen Hewes of Bk. 21 5 he 

Ignorance of Times ſwifine ſs. Ic hat Acon- 
motion, 'neither. ſtaying nor Nanding ; its.ap 

mic Proverb, Time and Tide y Halt for none, Ti 

Is edwith Wingsin a flying pollure,.. becauſe 


Youth 1s 
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and gone, 
\Time,will quickly carry us to the brink of Eternity. 

| It well becomes Chriſtians wherever they goto corry 
their hour-glaG, as.it were wich chem, and ill re- 
" how they baye ſpent the paſt three quarter; 
R 3 already 
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+4 knees [mite contain 
en AKIN VG 1079 WORMS: -MEAT.thy 


zt its (os > ts by. the. ſame Pons 
ſs 


ere we are aware ; 
alſo 4s age hath taken poſſeſſion, and _. 
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'E, 15 OIRR 
drvdy gone ;- "for Copa oy 
'vur Time, af weciiberh ep It 


ir; 'Travelters coqar 'che Miles 


hefore they. can be attheir Jon, at Ac gb ye ant het 4 ov 
Y cn ſtill remembring, Ni phr © come! L..- o ” x” 
is Di gence. The, virirof God ſcems to incitnate t 
1 improvement of our gs fomn: a donble C | 

ſwiſtly,  cherefore 'improve it withall your” Ty 

Arndiitis ſhore; carry that in your eye alfo, ad 

The tame of youty ſojowyning, here in ftar.” _ | 

Secondly," "arobog of Tithes preciouſnels ; Thi 

of 'more-worth then' a World; for on the well itn- 

fron it, depends our,Eternal Welfare, and then 


> -cat{ work ; and from hence quicken 
x Cor. 7.29, 31. Swift and ſhorez' ic pa 
fors whether you' weep or rejoyte, buy or ſell; paſt 
May be a Cafe why weare progigh of ir. Timeis 
Emnor ' hinder. '"'On the coritra pe 


or, from 


will bring vs into an Etetnal 
! 5 recions uy 


{4 cannot redeem us. Tim 
d Cotifideration. 7, 
{hore Time.-/2, Becauſe we have a # 

(ol ih that ſhort time. 
hacks ro'oyercome in that ſhort ine. 


have 

we caq never recall the lofs of jt.” Laſtly,” Beck 

; we'fhall ſhortly find Heaven or Hell dep) | 

'Oh' Chriſtians ! 1s'not time precio © 

with (6 many weighty Cir ni Burg 

- Phirdly, Ignorance that the uſe ocbuſs of Time . 
we are in this World we are Gods Stewards "I 

' Tequired of Stewards that they be found faichful : and 

thar appeareth beſtinthe improvemegt of _ 

which is a Talent, that mu! not be hidina 


will cettainly terminate in Heaven or Helf. 
Were this chought always before out eyes; 
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ns fe {erm peed, hi” 
f , as the fruic" 


ST TORITT 


dtrem inthe: way 'at 
end; did we ſeofibly feel 
ZL [wilt be theirend, thar* 


n - Ignoraice here, ©." 
' "I  -makes 10. many” w/7- ,  Tattlers; Backs "2 
® t re, Fvbifprees; about from Honſt to Hoaſe, | 


lleing away theirprecj ous Time, weddling.-with:tbin 
hey on | 5 ON. confidering thac Uittlicir 9 1 
| yr + Ya} recorded, in the bookof 'Gods 
nh nd, and for which they muſt cercainly. 
ccount one'day to/him'that is read yto judge 
and dead, art Wall cloſe af oth Jes 
ow ns rey Gods glory," and our 


Fiſt, ft Thar you may redeem Ting FO) Soni 
thonghes after Vanity be'bu- * 
offering themſelves, RA Tar times, ; 
&) OE then will carry you Coptive torde Z 
precious Time. Its a fixed th pn p 
2 Hell that leads one the heare av well | 
to be always buſie, of learning t6 thake 
Kol go our buſipeſs ; thoughts of Vanity houriſh. 
WE while thoughts of Eternity delivererh 
God-took up a complaint againſt Tſraction 
w Account. fer. 4.1 4+ Hiw long ſhalt! thy Uann 
bts lodge within thee,” Vain thoughts weremot 
| offered,” but entertained; if in good” earneſt 
aa wonldr our Time, we muſt keep down wan» 
dring!| 
| Secondly, That you may redeem Time:'i Keep 
under inimoderate cares for or abour the things of this 
Life ,, be full of care for nothing, ſaith the holy Scrip= 
K 4 rare 
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this Worlds 
; ſo buſie to add hou(e to houſe, and heldto.+ 


| ye as if Heayen were entailed upon it,--or they ne- 


ver toleaveit ) charthey cannot without burden ſpare - 
now: and then one hour for the ſoul. Theghambly, 
leave” to ask ſuch this one queſtion; Whether 'aeno 
did you ever conſider 4gwrs rule, | Pro. $6. for 
your imitation, he was afraid of Poverty, (-and.(o 
I believe are you ) leaſt ir ſhould tempt bim'co 
put farch his hand tq teal ; but he was as -much 
afraid of Plenty, (and fo I fear are nat you.) leaſt 
he” ſhould be full and ſay, who is the Lord; -I 
qnery hence, whether it is not as much a Chriſtj- 
ans Duty and his Wiſdom, to be afraid: of. Riches, 
as of Paycrty. | | 


"2 ns d. go 'v 
" ac 73 great 6 hg bf on, T6 hog, 
& £ "en I the: Grp Os to M all by. 


to po bonNep and ralk Tazar Met Rh 
© is, ,Gad-ahroad at-moſt-Tithe, of + ind 
 Antiis )avd at, whom Juſtice a, 5 #2 


' its-not onely our-duty to fill” up eyery ſpace. 
- Time. wich'4mployment, bur with imploy Kath 


| es that . our choice for the uſe of Time 
; jadgrent , fill the leſſer to give way to(| 
greater, 
Bur Fourthly, That you 12 AE Ok Tine. Do. i 
© nor. over-indblpe or pamper the body , ſpareexceed> >. 
ings at wtalr ; toadda Mealto them thar have none ; $ 
not as'our. Valgaricall i ic, ata good time fealt your 
poor /Neighboors 'onely, bur do this in the ſerious 
-, or: habie of doing; abare ſomething daily, to relieve 
ſome poor family daily. In like-manner, ſparetime 
. from your Bed 'to give the more. t0..your knces. 
Abridge an hour every night at leaſt, from bodily 
Neep, to make you. the mere apt or ready for your 
jeee reſt. Think how many hoursis firunder your 
ances of labour, to give the body and ſpirits 
om buſiceſs, and ſeyerely require the = for 
eyoti- 
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devotion. Thus much for my Body, and thus mach "'Þ - 
for my Soul : this will make youcarly with God on 
his day ; and at midnighr co prevent the night-watches 'Þ 


Pat 7 5 - 
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with meditation on him. » & 
pf Laſtly, Redeem Time not onely for duties of DE- 
. votion, but alſoto be inthe $SP TRIT of thoſe Dx. 
2 tis, it is not ſufficient to ſpetid Timein prayer orme- 
dicacion, if the Spirit of the work be #bſent, Dead 
Drink, when your Wine hath loſt its Spiric, or Safe 
his Savour, hath but a dead acce with tis 


E Ir n "and % | 
 \lefs with God, The very Dutiescommanded, were” \ 

þ* by, "5 when the Spirit of thoſe Datics' i 
1 was 


: ; to be at Prayer, at Reading, it Hear- © 
ing, at Meditation, at Fafting, at the Lordr-T able 
without being in the. ſame Spiric that the 


; holy men of 
A God was,when intheſe ſervices will be as uſeleſs as was 
. theirs, /ſa. 58. 1, 2, 3. They ſought God daily, "and 
3 delighted 'to know bis 'ways, arking-for the ordinances 
of Juftice, and took, pleaſure in apyreching to God, ſay- 
ing, wherefore have we faſted, and thou ſeeſt not,, and 
afflified our Soul, and thou takeſt no knowledge , They 
took rime for the Duties, bur redeemed not time for 
the ſpiritual ends of theſe Daties, reſted in the ſervice, 
for the ſervice ſake,” and there pr their reward, 
not doing all for their Lords fake, in obedience to him. 
Oh therefore be entreated to redeem Time roframe 
your ſelyes, as well for che preparationtobe in the Spi- 
rit of the Duty, as to redeem Time for the Duty it 
ſelf. . Tleaveall to conſideration, and paſs to rhe 3 4th. 
Sign of dying to Godlineſs, 
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5 woaker a ke "Duties | 
h Hg T g, 4s [ec wth four marks of an 
$ ahi Pro i, bot ra Canſes why Hoxſe- ork ; 
_ then H eart-Work, with ſome helps ” 

F han © ww lies: may keep alive their firſt loue-heat toy \ 


$2. 
SIGN XXXIV, 


"1 - , : 


Wire « weld hbfal care of agodiy Life. and 
Chriſtian ns & more actidemtal 


then babitsl. 

- -Whe a Spirit of indiffere tothe kiptieſt tm: 
cert! in the World, natnely, or « godly Life 
a6d converſation; is obr buſitieſs the bye, and not 
'3n the ſerfoa or Rabit of it that is minded and purſaed 


at pleafare-,” 43 great Perfons do their Hawke all 
day take preat pains now and ther, 'bucnotiasn 


trade af4contern; This Trattie ge ſuchun.- 

| : For '&s it is evident in the © 
Chriſtian, the more 'Commiitiion be hath wit 
The more he thirſts fot, the deepet he poes, the ſweet. 
er he feels it, and fihdrit, dying daily ro what he pnce 
lived moblly ; maintaining the ſavour and reliſh of 
Heaven with increaſes, counting all affairs and buſi- 
neſs whiacſoever,fubfervientto this. Bur ſuch as let go 
his hold, and ſeldom think of God or Religion, watch 
for s great Trade more then a good Heart, \ o_ 
adic 


+ \ : 5PÞ 
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_— tate, —— without Has 


'don'of the imperfeRions of their beſt 


op der Tr: . TG 
| care fora ike life y to pray for pat. .F 

wv es may 1, 
and that God wonld through Jefus the Advocate, over- Þ 
look what is ſhore, -and accept the ſincerity of their 
heart, the root of the matter being their beſt ſecond. 
This doubtleſsis the meaning of Datv5ds prayer," Lord 
Judge me according to the integrity of "mine beg -"bi his 


; Converſation was not withoar flips,” bur it w 


out his hearr, Herein do I exerciſe my felf ( or _—_ 
it my Trade.) to have always a Conſcience void of 
offence both towards God, and towards allmen, that 
is,” both to. the duties of the firſt Table and ſecond : 
for crue-Religioh will- be'as watehfal to give far; Fo 
due wittithein-fide, as Man his due with the out- 

It were well if all Profeſſors could thus approve they 
hearty, that. bleatinp of Sheep, and lowing of Oxen, 
would- not be ſo: much heard as ir-js.; but there are 
Generation that are more ſhew then ſubſtance, an 
it is too too much to be feared when weighed in the 
ballance will be found wanting; ſuch may be a4 
by.cheſe few marks; 

Firſt, They. make the oreateſt ſhew and noiſe c 
days of folemneſt Devotion, - hanging down the H 
dejeRting the countenance, like /rae! of old, pros 
miſe preat things at ſuch atime;.. Go thow near, and 
beax all that the Loxrdour God ſhall ſay, and ſpeak thou 
mito us all that the Lord onr God ſhall beak unto thee, 
avd' we will hear it and do it, Here isa Aouriſhing 
out-ſide, bnt irs far from the heart, as evidently ap- 
pears 'by what return God that knows the (heart 
makes, ſaying, 7 have heard their words, they have well 


ſpoken 


*at : £44 7 I Eb ove etl l x. th. F © F : | 
i them,” to" fear we and keep my Communds - > 
wr. 1 fear ſhall find ſo hitle of cheir heart 

y have promiſed;' chatac the nexe-crial of 
fot Bread or Warer, efey will myrmur. | * 
condly, Such talk moſt of Religion, when ir is 
leaſt coſtly, or oſt in Faſhion, © Yes, andinaQtsof 


. 


s | ' 3 - : ' . p 
" # ick-Chaticy, outdo chieir equals .in eſtate, 'even 
" | | <—-—aiiory one meaſuring applauſeof Men, his rule 
| to'pive by : "rhe other making Judgment, his rule to 
" give by. + None cried Hoſawma to day, more toud-then 
ty, "that cried away with him, Cracifie him to more 
row. "Now a traly 'prowing Chriſtian is'as well re- 
joyed with Chriſtina Priſon.as ina Palace. 
_ © Thirdly, Such whenthey havelictleelfero do, will 
be moſt" publick to the neighbourhood in Family du- 
"ries 'of Devotion: -fcarce allow one hour all the Week 
. frow'their labour, for any ſervice, but. Bedand Board: 
yer-now-ſo ' 2calous, as paſſethfor Godin the form , 
it may be big with acknowledgment of their Plenty, 
and what good they will do with ic; but the next real 
neighbour ( where Intereſt is not inthe bottom: ) that 4; 
comes: to ery then a few days, for leſsthen the tithe 
of whar lieth ſecure in their Chriſt : Yet, itlies ſo 
near their heart, chat «n excuſe of near affinity to a 
| -down right Lie, ſhall block upthe way; and becauſe 
Conſcience ſhall ſay little, ic ſhall be ſmothered with 
| one excuſe or other, like theſe, Charity begins ac 
1 home. I know not how ſoon | may want it my ſelf,c*c. 
*--Laſtly, "Such whoſe care is more accidental then 
habitual, "may be known by this mark alſo, they can 
well diſpenſe. with a conniviavce wbat Religion they 
}e of, when-it will probably tend to the leſſening 
their crade orreputation among men , not mattering 
or minding the loſs, may hence accrue to Religion, 
while 


ſpiritually naly rich, and have need. of 
are wretched, miſergble, blind and —_— 
- eo ſome Cauſes of this Decay, briefly 
_ as wa 42 this defe&t. 


Kate. po Tier it ip rr = 
dire& , oppoſites: - where the one dwells, 


ſpeaks loudeſt here, and thinks all well while Trade 
proſpersz Sou! rake thive eaſe. . Myreſtisin preſenc 
injoywents , I find and feel (weetoels there,/ more 
then in all hereafter promiſes. - Preſent aoetiions 
pierce the ſenſes more, then all-that can be ida 
Heaven itſelf. 

From bence men have no more obligation to be 
- Religious;then what ſerves Intereſt and ſuits-with 0pi- 
nion : fortake buc away Faith in happineſs to.come, 
and you have no more hold to make you God-like, 
then adrowning man that hath -catched a Reed, a8 
the nextſhiftto keep him from ſinking, 

Secondly, Accounting Religion by halves, or chink- 
ing the form withouc power ſufficient. This, 
and dothcarry many Souls Captive, and placeth chem 
upon a groundlefs confidence, taking-part for the 
whole, a large profeſſion without poſſeſſion, crying 
louder, the Temple of the Lord, the, Temple of. the 
Lord, Thenhe Cha indeed can moſt ſo approve bim- 
ſelf unto God, Jt is Satans device to keepany back 


from the form of Religion; for the form angie to 
© 
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cannot dwell ;- one will have: dominion, and ſenſe 'Þ 
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| ' » many [wonderful works. * Depart ( ſaith Chriſt ) for 
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== | Lord, that 1 will puniſh all them that are circumciſed 
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is honourable-in its place 5/ alſo his malice to. 

+ any reſt onely berein the form, boch muſt go 

if rogether ſhell and kernel, empty baggs will nor pur- 
*.. chaſe Lands, . Zord we have rat at thy Table, and thou 
haſt taught in onr ftreets, andin thy name we have done 
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all this you are workers of iniquity. You are preat 
ſayers, but lictle doers, * Zehold the days come [aith the 


with the-wntircumciſed, Edom, Moab, a»d Ammon, 
for all theſe are uncircumciſed in fleſb, and the houſe of 
Iſrael are wncircumeiſed in heart, Jer. g. 25, 26. From 
', hence its moſt clear, chac Form and Power muſt go 
copether.. and woe be to one whenalone. 
Buc--Thirdly, Another cauſe why a godly Life-and 
Chriſtian converſation is more accidental then babi- 
enal- may. be this, Low apprehenſions of an bereaſter 
ſtare. When thoſe two great: truths Heaven and 
' Hell arenothbelieved co bein their verity, \nor ſo ap- 
.- prehended, where remotely believed, as the greateſt 
of glory or good, and the greateſt of woe or bad. 
It batt like effeRs upon ſuch ſubjeRs as the Angels 
meſſage» had npon Zors ſons in Law, they preach, up 
ec you hence, for the Lord will deſtroy thus place. 
But-all ſcemed to them like Idle Tales, they believed 
not the meſlage, till they felt the flames, and now 
; it is t00 late, -the Sermon is ended, and the ſeaſon is 
over... Nothing keeps Chriſtian in his firſt heat like 
the maintaininglarge apprehenſion of hereafterGloryy 
For jou had compaſſion of me in my bonds, and took jo)= 
folly the ſpoiling of your goods ,, ( Whence came this 
great change } Know in your ſelves that you have i 
Heaven, a better and an eduring [nbſtance. Heb.10.34. 
I ſhall leave-this to confideration, and fo. paſs tothe 


35th. Sign of dying to Godlineſs. 
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CHAP. XXXV, 


and true bread, that u, to be inonreye, and that* 


beyond care for neceſſities. 
SIGN XXXV. 
| Hew care far your body 3s uſually moſt 3 


moſt irkſome. 


Srown very dim, when chief careruns in the wrong 
Channel. As theSoul. concern is much more of trae 
value then the body, o it calleth for much more of 
our {ervice. 
plain theſe two-terms in the Sign, Soul and Body ; by 


Bruit, but believech that he ſhall be as compleatman 


here now for preſent; | 

Bat further, By Sonl and Body I wonld alſo be un- 
derſtood, Man conſidered as one-that knows he the! 
live buta few years at moſt here, and after this life is 
ended, live-in ſpiritual joy or Torment- hereafter. 
This premiſed, here are two parts to be provided for, 


and that as matter of Duty, one is a temporal forks 
the 


S$etting forth the aifferent ends f labonr for Temp wall | 
ve 


pleaſant , and care for your ſoul uſually | 


ſhe light of the underſtanding is now certainly / 


Bur ic may be very meet, firſt, to £x- 


Soul here | would be underſtood, whole man conſi-- 
3 dered in his Reſurrection ſtace, and by Body, whole 
-' - man in his. preſent flate. No man except be:bea | 


in Body, Soul, and Spiric bereafter (though firſt + 
worms may eat his fleſh )as he is at his beſt ſtate , o- 


d - 


/ 


our - calling us not to take #4 off our high calling. 4 
1 ith three Cauſes why Care for neceſſaries, prevails | 


a= 


— pa» A os mm we. ws ww. ancc .7 


_ 


, 


at 


p 


. 
['s.. 
E Ih 
>. 
: Z 
- L 
h o a 

- 

=_ 


_ 
I 
Ly 


. * ſaid to- make rich, and Idleneſs to Cleth with Kags. 


1 *deth not for his own, namely, them of bis Family hath 
4 denied the "Faith ,” and i Worſe then an Infidel. All” 


: makes-him Brother t04 great waſter, So that Chriſt 


4 a'wrong. end, that is, not {o labouringin the plea- 


er is aneterndl part. Food and Raiment we 

- owe as dew Debt,” which both God and Nature re- 

+ quires. us to pay ; and to that endirt is as lawful to take 
care-by induſtry, to earn wages for thereliet of Na- | 
cures neceſſities, as it is to avoid Poiſon, for fearir 3 
ſhould annjhilate che whole man. Hence it is called F 

1 in Scriptuge, a Labour, and the hand of the diligent © 
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And therefore faith our bleſſed apoſtle. + hear there 
are ſome among you are Idle, not working at all , Now 
them that are([uch, we command and &%hort by our Lord 
feſm Chrift, that with quietneſs they work. and tat their 
own Bread. 1Thel. 3. 11, 12., Avdhe that provi- 


this, it muſt needs be granted forbids'S/orhftulneſs . and 


| Jeſus when be ſaithin Fob» 6, 27, Labour not for that 
1 meat that periſheth, but for: that ment which endureth 
| to everlaſting life, doch not prohibic labour for pe+ 
1 riſhing Meat ( no more then his ſaying, he was noe 
ſent but-to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 1/+ael, in- 
tends not any benefit, at any time tothe Genriles ) 
Þ bur” corre&s char grand excream, in our toylingto 
| early. upriſing, and late going to bed;and eating the ' 
bread of carefulneſs from a wrong Principle, and by o 


1 ſore of induſtry; becauſe God commands it, ( which 
| is che right Foundation of all Action ) But becauſe of 
| the ſweet profit char follows this labour in-conjunRion, 
with a covetous: deſire to be great, rather then good, 
| ſuitable cochac Spiritio Chriſts rime, Ferily 7 ſay n+ 
J's you, ye ſeek, me net, becanſe yi ſaw the miracles, 
but becauſe ye did eat of the loaves, andwere filled. 
This alſo appears, may be to a wrong end, y for _ 
S lels, 


256 "32x: of « Dyibg or devaying TW mo 
leſs, Gods end is, - that menlabour th y main- '} 
tain good works for neceſſary uſes; de ay burns 4 
Gods honour to give, then to' receive. Now tolabour-/ 
for periſhing meat, for meats ſake onely.isbelow the 
principle of a Heaven-born man; who. .doth all by 4 
Rule, and for the fake of the Ruler, But again, as 'F 
labour'is commanded and laudable for periſhing thi # 2 
in its place, the wiſdom of : Chriſfan; and and-in 
his Intereſtlies in this, to ſort his labour to his _ 
God hath given man here, a Calling or Trade, and 4 
a high Calling 6r more noble Trade. | Thefirſtis0 
work with ſuitable diligence for neceſſaries or things 
that we c8nnot; well want, asto our well being; the * 
ſecond is, to. work for neceſſities or things that mult Y - 
be, without which our being is caken away ;- we may 
live fora little withour common- bread, and wecan- 
but die to the Grave for want of the frait of of the field, 
but fox want of true Bread, we ſhall periſh or be tor-. 
mented in Hell to all Eternity,  S0 _k our bleſſed 
Lord, rebukes that excream in his words to Aſartha, 
who doubtleſs did well in her place, had ſhe ſtood 
there ; for ſhe was making ready Chriſts Dinner, bur Þ 
layeth ont her ſelf morethen the ſervice of right could } 
call for, which occaſions theſe words of Chriſt, Afar- 
tha, Martha; then art careful and rronbled about me-Y r 
wy things, but one thing 1s needful. She was over-F*a 
cumbred, or took too much pains, too much of her} - a! 
Spirit and Meditation" bended that way , ſhe left little F b/ 
or £0 roem for better thoughts, but was given up as Þ at 
it were to mind this, while a matter ſo weighty, calls F- ju 
for the whole of our ſtrength and might. ThoufoaltY 1: 
ſerve the Lord thy God With all thy heart, and with all T 
thy font, - and with all thy might. ne 
Now thisextream, reduceth Chriſtians to this dy= 
ing frame, And from hence, carefor their bodies : | 
Rp mo 


Sl 
ky woes aw tent nes at a a—_ tm. 


JT VP 


Hh 44 

 þ _ moſt pleaſant, and care for heir ſouls moſt painful, 

F:. char is,” days*in one, iS leſs irkſom then hours in the 

-F -orher; © But I ſhall ſpeak more+ of chis in the Cauſe 

» and*Cure, Which may be reduced to theſe three 
heads, 1; Ignorance what a' frail body in its belt 
"eſtate, we rhus-labdurfor. 2. Want of underſtand. 

- ing of what areal worth a ſouls weal is -hereafter. 
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| © a Souls lofs hereafter. 


» we ths labonr for. If the husband-man was fure 
- that after all his coyl of Plowing, Harrowing, Tillage, 


{I - cool hiscourage, arid take off chat edg= that whets on 
his Spirit, in- good hopes to enjoy a deſirable Crop. 
How-eafily may this propoſition be reduced into pra- 
Qice? How many careful Sox/- Robbers, while world- 

\ ly induſtrious” Fathers, toyl early and late, to fer that 
ſon on horſe-back, who rides bur the faſter, to enrich: 
and_ puff up with Pride the young, up ſtarc Tavern 
and Ale-houſe owner > How many greedy Husbands, 

- that grudged 'theinſelves reſt in che nighe, crying, 

© when will icbe day, that they may add houſe to houſe, 
and land to layd, and when a fair poſſeſſion is thus 
raked topether, blien comes Death and arreſts them, 

*and admits a ſtranger to enioy what they thus Swear 
and Toyled for, the like may be ſid of the miſera- 

' ble ſ@aping Mother, that robbeth her Servants back 
and 'bowels with pinching Hunger, all which in juſt 
judgment 'to her, is but laid up for a firanger, Theſe 

14 Inſtances the wiſe preacher comments upon Fee!: 4.8. 

My There ts one alone, and there us ot a ſecond; yea he hath 
| neither Child no# Brother, yet ts there no endof all hrs 

elf labor, neither is his eze ſatisfied with Riches, "#either - 

87} ſaith for whom he doth labour and bereave his Soul of 

S'2 Good. 
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"37 Want of underſtanding of the itrrepairable woe of + 


Firſt,- Ignorance what a frail body in its beſt eſtate ' 


nnd Coft, an Enemy ſhould Reap; jt would certainly 
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» Good.” This i« alſo Vanity, yea it tsa ſort Travel; 
TY and far remedy, the ſame Preacher dothapply;gbis, Y*” 
þ ' faying, There xs nothing-better for man, then that he 
E- fapuld Eat and Drink, and make his Soul my good 
in his labour , this alſo I ſaw that it was from th , 
, | of Gd. # * _ ** i 3 | 
| Secondly, Want of underſtanding what a realworth$ - 
_ ary) is gags dd rote ſhat hell 
did, . would loſe the bleſſed company -of Almighty} * 
- God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 1 holy” Spirit, the 
elet Angels, and glorified Saints for'everand ever, 
And this exchange to be made for ſocors. * | 
thing as Gold and Silver, which God doth not-orbid 
in its uſe, buc abuſe, ” while we keep'it under a} 
Servant, 'and nor. let it raign as CKing, itis-allow- 
.oble; Bat to do good aud to communicate. Forget 
not - forthipith ſuch Sacrifices, God us well pleaſed. 
And for-this very end is ſubſtance lent us, -nor-to 
ſpend upon our Luſts, - would we'therefore'be-re.. 
covered .from this Decay, where- it is begun, 'or Þ 
prevent . it where like to come : We muſt then la- J . 
bour with all our might for an enlightened under- 
; flanding in the precious worth of a ſaved Soul ; 
E this was:the pirch unto which the holy Apoſtle in 
K+ his-primitive love for the Epheſian Church. - Chap. 
; I6.. 18; reached after, wherefore, I ceaſe net to 
JV vive thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers, that the eyes of your underſtanding (ping 
enlightened, that ye may know what 1 the hope of his 
calling, and what the richts of the glory of Wis inberi= 
tance. among the Saints. Oh | Could we bur'con- } 
*  . ceive*what a gain it is zfr ourSouls todwell with * 
God for ever, we would amirno careanddiligence to 
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.make our talling and eleQon ſure, 
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' Thirdly, 
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"3 - Thirdly, Want of onderffanding of the'irrepair- 
he | ce of rl Souls loſs vi rg that loſeth God, 
9d and getteth- Damnation. Tell me Chriſtian, whoin 

- his:right-wits, would riſe early, axd ſit 3þ late, and 

= | toyl. the year, like the Zgyprian Brick: makers; . 
6 - for the reward of a tortwring Death, or to be Says 
ie - aſunder, or Rofpd on « Grid-1ron ? How much worſe 
3 42HE LL - loſs ofa $ OU L cannot beyalued, 
ies no price can be ſer againſt it, nothing but the 4/704 

J of God could redeem it; and therefore faith our” . 
JS Lord, What fat it profit a man to gain the whole 
df gporld, and looſe his Wn Soul, or what ſhall a 
Yan give in exchange for his Soul, The Wiſdom 
3 .of-God could find no price to purchaſe a Sout our 
\of Hell in this World, therefore is the loſs irre- 
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3 "pairable; and yet for this woeful Rtate-do many 
' : Labour, and weary themſelves to commit Iniquity ,. 
daring God' to damn them ,. as if their Judgment 
+  flept, Or Damnation flambered, Now tbe good 
-. Lord bleſs theſe three Cautions to every conſiderate 
- Reader; and fs I paſs to the 36th, Sign of dyivg 
to Godlineſs. 2 Hs 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


% P roving ſelemn ana ſet times of Meditatien, one efſen- - 
? tial to the being of Chriſtianity ;, $E of what * 
efficaſie to. our beginning , , perſeveing, and ending_ . 
in Godline(s. Meditation ts, With Direttions on what 
Four Objetts we ave to place oug, Meditation; alſa" 
ſhewing three bleſſed advantages it brings; with 4 
deſcription what right Meditation ts, and direttion 
about fitteſt time and place for this excellent Soul». 
enriching work, | 


SI GN.. XXXVI. 


VA '7 Hen you are much a firanger to the {pi 
'V. cal part of Meditation 0n the wore and works 
of God... - 
 How'ceffential Meditation is, nor onely to a Chriſti- 
ans well being. but to his very being,. may appear 
upon deep enquiry ; it being one of the great leſſons 
God gives in charge to his redeemed, expeCing they 
ever continue in the praQice of ſo preata bleſſing ; 
iffomuch, that no ſinner can be faid to begin well, 
or rightly break off his ſis by Repentance under God, 
bar by the means of Meditation. Till a tout-hearted 
Rebel begins to ſtand ſill, andto think, whatamlT a 
doing ? Whither am I a going ? What will be the end 
of this-my ſinful Trade? There isno hopes of Refor- 
mation, therefore ſaith God'bf 7eſuram, They area 
Nation void of Councel, neither ts there any nnderſtand- 
 #ng inthem. oh that they were wiſe , that they unaer- 
food this, that they wonld confider their latter = 
that 


I :'chat is chat they would bur ponder or meditate on 
-, the dreadful efferts that will follow this their way and 
I doings. |. In the go Pſgir;, you have a notable paſſage 

- added, as, the effencialleſt. remedy to a doleful come. 
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plaint, verſe 19, 20, 21. T how giveſt thy month to 


evil, thy:Tongne frameth deceit, thoy ſitteft ana ſpeake 


eflSag aint thy Brother, and ſlandereſt thine own AMo- 
thers Son, Theſe thingg haſt thou done, and I kept þ- 
lent, thow thoaghteſt 1 was altogether ſuch an one as 
thyſelf. So that here it isclear, they had ſinned un- 
der fach Agpravations as had turned them into per- 
fet,Atheiſme, chey choughe God like themſelves. 
Well, here is the diſeaſe, and it is next to Mortal, 
What is the remedy God in mercy preſcribes ? wtrſe 
22. Now confider the, ye that forget God, left Tretiy 


. Jon in pieces; There is but one medixm between you 


and utter deſfolation, and that is, ſtand ſhil, and be+ 
think your ſelves, before my fury break forth like 
fire that none can quench, 

- 2nef. But why is Meditation ſo powerful an adyan- 
tage to the reforming a Rebelto God, _ 

AnſWw. Becauſe fone but ſuch as are ſtark Mad, 
out of their Wits, will raninto a Caldron of Boyling 
Ol, which will certaivly deſtroy them in an Intiant. 
Thus do they and much worſe, chat run in a way of 
fin, and to Meditate or conſider whither they are run. 
nins, is the effeQualleſt way for Remedy; and 
indeedrhat without which. remedy can neyer come. 

But Secondly , As it is impoſſible to begin well, 
except this rule of Meditation be ſubmitced unto. In . 
lixe manner, itisimpoſſible to continue in well doing, 
without -contiruing in this Duty of Meditation, not 
now and then by fits and girds, but all the day long, 
7o(b, I. $. This beokof the Law, ſhall not depart ont 
of thy month, but tho (halt meditate therein day and 

S 4 nicht, 
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. »bt, ( mark char) and why day: and nighe Gniagk + } 
that alſo ) that tho masft obſerve ti cording to all F 
. that ts written therein ,, and then ſhall all thy way be ÞF- 
profferoys, and thon ſhalt have good ſucceſs. . : 
Leſs then thisis not taught hence, That Meditation 
day and night onthe word and works of God, is the | 
onely means to keep up in itz, vigour and burning; 
beams, the glorious aud dgkigable apprehentions of 
God, and longings with .inaMaſe; after God. Its a 
Duty carries with it ſ@ much of rue Dignity, that 
nothing hut Ignoranee keeps Chriſtians from being Y- 
rayiſhed with deſire after it; What brings the hearr }'þ 
to God, þut Meditation ? What makes fin corfflaue }- 
eqzeppear ſinful, but Meditatien ? What keeps up af- 
feftion to God, but Meditation ? What makes grace 
and glory continue to Ippear amiable, but Meditation ? 
What makes Goſpel-ordinances the way to Glory 
appear eafie and light, though to the fleſh otherwiſe 
burdenſom, but Meditation ? In a word, its eſſential 
to our ending well, without which we can never per 
ſevere with that true courage, and conſtant ſerenity. 
When David comes todeſcribe the true bleſſed man, 
he tells us, ics one that in Gods Law doth meditate 
 » day and night; this makes bim like a Tree, planted , Þ 
by the River fide, which bringeth forth hisfruit in his 
ſeaſon, whoſe Leaf doth not iade, and whatſoever he 
doth ſhall proſper. To bea ſtranger here, then, muſt 
need: render us ina dying frame. By this timel cruſt 
you are convinced of the neceſlity of continual Medi- 
tation from the conſideration of tlie advantage or loſs 
by doing or omitting, | 
[t may he asked now ſeeing Meditation muſt be con- 
ſtant day and night, on what ObjeRs muſt this Me- 
ditation be placed ? | 


. 
, 
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5*'Y Firlkg,Or God,” Let your Meditation be 
| F . placed on Gomas the Fountain of your all, eye him 

I: in this Duty, as the Founder of that vaſt fabrick of 
3 Heaven; _ E-tth, the Seas, andall that liveth in them. 
 - Secondly, On the” Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Let your 

Meditation be placed, remembring ſrom what glory 

> "he came for your ſakes, what curſe he :ook upon him 
| for your ſakes ; and ar he is now performing by 
way of Mediatorſhip for Yaur ſakes. 
| Thirdly, On yqur Duties and Frailties meditate. - 
I _ P/al-119 15.99, I will meditate on thy precepts, thy 
* Teftimonies are my Meditations. Lord ! phat us Man, 
© that thoa: art mindful of him, or the Son ef Man, 
” that thou viſiteſt him; Verily, every Man in his beft 
eftate, is altogether vanity. Lord make me to know 
” my end," and the meaſure of my days, what it ts, that 
I may know how frail 1 am.' 

* "Fourtbly; Meditate on the ordinances you praQtice, 
or have ſubjected unto, Let no command paſs you 
without 4 ſerious ſight, by a pondering Meditation 

into*the ſpiritual Anchor, Uſe, and End of that com- 
mandment. Welooſe the Spirit or Marrow of many 
a duty and priviledge, for want of a narrow enquiry \ *' 
. "into the meaning ofthatduty, it was eaſie for [ſrae/ 
ro perform the ſervices yearly, ſome hundreds of years 
after the Inſtitution, and neverthe better if they did 
omit enquiring into the uſe and end of thoſe ſervices, 
by way of Meditation. 
Go'not to any ſolemn duty, as Prayer, hearing 
the word Preached, readiog the holy Scriptures, the 
Lords-Supper, Faſting, or any other ſolemn.part of 
Gods worſhip , without ſolemn meditation whither 
you are gothg, and why ; and ſo doing, then God 
will bleſs you withghe inſtituted end of thoſe appoint- 
* ments you are in thapraRtice of, But it may be age 
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Meditation, and+ F'' 
S's? . . 


ed again, what is meantby praftical 
rd muſt be ws 
 Anfv. By praQtical medication is meant a teducing 


univerſals into particulars; for what is al»7ays a duty - 4X 
in thegenera], muſt to keep it alive in v9 roy it, 


be reduced into particulars, elſe a conſtant form, may 


loſe the power it is therefore doubtleſs, eſſential: ro 
che well being of every Chriftian, that accordingto B 


the circumſtances of his condition inthe World, he 
ſer certain time, or times apart, ſuch a day; "ſuch a 


part of chat day on purpoſe aſide, fromall wordly, - 


of religious buſineſs elſe, onely to this ſerious prafi- 


cal work of Meditation on ſome one, - or ſach like » 


paſt particulars premiſed already. The next queſtion 
may be. | 


Left. 4; But why muſt we thus meditate, as to * 


object, ſubjeR, and Time. 


Anſw. Firſt, Becauſe it will make it become habicu- | 


al y pleaſant & delightful .Secondly,Becauſe itwill make 
it become perpetually proficable. Thirdly, Becauſe 
at all times, and in all conditions, doing eyery work 
in 2 dew deliberate weight of Meditation ,. brings 
Heaven to us inthe earneſt of ir, before it carry us to 
Heayen in the full poſſeſſion of it.. Afifth queſtion' 
may be this, 

_ Qneſt, 5. But what is this Meditation, that is fo 
bighty excolled ſo univerſally eſfential and profitable ? 
And how muſt we ſet aboutit, and when may we be 
faid to-bein the practical part of it? 


As, It is riot the barethinking on truths,and rowling 4 


them inthe underſtanding, and memory,by way of pro 


'and coy, with a common acceptance, from a common 


apprehenſion of truths neceſſary uſefulrieſs , becauſe 
thus may perions imploy their cogitations without any 
| - 


rooted 
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and thus far andfarther, undoubt- 


F. edly went the thorny ground hearers, for, chey heard 


* Geds word; and anon With joy received it, which could 


I | not be withour ſome over-acts of Meditation.” Bur 
I. they did"noc ſo Chew upon it, asto turn all the facul- 
- ties of Soul, into the Image or lixeneſs of ic. . - There- 


+ * fore as itis not this, ſo by way of Affirmation; Ve. 
& ditation rightly conſidered, It is to bring eſſential 
truths abont certain Salvation, or certain Damnation 
\.. jncopractice. $5" of 
. "For if the truth of theſe, in their moſt compre. 
henſive ſenſe poſſibly attainable. int» Credence, be 
not preinifed as-a forerunner to prepare way for this 
bleſſed pue(t Medication, It will have but like accep- 
. - rance asa K3ng,. in the habit and Equipage of'a Coms- 
mon Man; becauſe though really a Kizg of great 
eſtate and dignicy ; yet being not fo underitood by us, 
- ' meets not with that reception from us; ſo Meditati- 
-- og; whenright, ir is'a carrying truths. from the Head, 
down to-the Heart ; and calling into a moſt ſolemn 
Councel, ,all the Powers of the Soul, retired into the 
Cabinet of Confideration from every other debate 
or buſineſs whatſoever, and a continuance tiibie curns 
- (like the Charming of Milk ) all its truth into thy 
Ble:od and Spirits, and from thence into life and pras : 
ice ; Juſt as the contemplation of the wicked, upon - 
wicked obje&ts, m»kes them burn with Laſt in their 
inward man, till a vent into ation, it hath paſſage ; 
they think &f, or- meditate” on wicked objeRs in the 
Night, and/ when the Morning awakes they a it. 
Pſal. 34. Tihall explain this right Meditation, what 
Itis, by this experienced ſimjlitude; A Certain Man 
' hath an Arm or Lep fallen into ſlight hure, which 
being unconcerned about, it feſtereth, and ſo breaks 
his reſt niphe and Cay, thatits now high time to = 
| | for 
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for afvice, which 'upoo view of the premiſes-- tells? 
him, this Member muſt 'be: cut off, or his Life muſt 
pay for it ; this ſorely amuſeth the Man on. one 


. hand he feeleth Anpuiſh and Fears , the Ifſue on the 


other hand, he dreads theextremity and loſs of Saw« © ? 
ing off a Member ; upon-the whole, he enters into 
ſuch a deliberate conſideration or meditation, as you 
may well imagine, takes in the whole councel of his * 
inward parts; and from ſenſe of pain on one hand, © 
and danger on the other hand, his vital heat is ſo 
augmented, that upon'the whole, a reſolution is taken 
to ſubmit himſelf to- the parting with that Member, 
neer and dear, in value, beyonda Kingdom, rather: - 
then bazard Life , this is the trueſt motive,” Gain of + 
Heaven in its magnifieent Good, or portion. of Hell 
among the Damned, in its intollergble Bad, callsall 
the powers of the Soul to praQtical Meditation ; and 
this is that that youmay call RTGHT MEDIT A» 
TION, So thatit is not a bare thinking, or megr 


imployment of the Brain, or improvement of the me-  } 


mory , from the apprehenfion of Truth, 'as Truth - 
barely, but as eſſentially good, and the one thing 
needfal, without which, the perſon muſt periſh, char 
eyes not true acceptance or entertainment to this 


. powerful Duty in the underſtanding. 


' 2wueſt, But it may now be asked, what may be the 
fitteſt crime and place for the performance of this great 
Duty of Meditation > 

Anſw, [ts certainly needful that Chriſtians pitch 
their ſet time, ſo the work be done, anda time be 
allotted fot the work; God in mercy to the various 
conditions of Chriſtians, hath not limited it to juſt 
this or that day, or hour, Butfrom-hence lets beware 
of omiſſion, the time being at our choice, doth not 


allow a prohibition of the Daty, but rather calls for 
- 4 
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* meaſpre is po. Argument ro damp your Spirits, bue 
_F © rather anynate them co the more noble return. And 
"FF. now having teſolved upon the ſet times, and that no- 
FF” - thidp common ſhall alter you. The next work is to 
- kay fomeching abonet che fitteſt place for chis Service , 
> But firſt give..me leaye to.adviſe you ip Humility, co 
"F ©. be, frequentin this work; do.notler your times be of 
3  long*diſtance, leſt that occafion ſtrangeneſs, or a 
I freezing. of the AﬀeRions, and make thee alſo leſs 
FJ. aptorskilful in it, which in time, 
3 thy Spirits--to-. that degree of barrenneſs, that ar 
'Þ | length its wholly become a burden withouc delight, 
and ſo what 'once wasa Soul-745/ing Daty afcer God 
and Heaven,, is by this means become a Sox/- lothing 
Service, © 
Now asto-the fitteſt place for this Duty, the exam- 
ple of Chriſt Jeſus, is certainly our belt rule in thig 
matter, who was wont often to be retired into ſome 
Garden, Mount or otherſolitary place, dark i, 35. 
to be retired from ſight and noiſe, and converſe with 
all company, ,is doubtleſs fitteſt place ro meet God, 
. , - therefore it is ſaid of 7/ack, he went forth as be was 
> wont at the evening Tide, Oh! the rich advantage 
and Banquet that this prerarss for us inits ſolemn and 
frequent uſe. None knows it but ſuch as have felt it 
by experience; and all ſuch will with me conclude, 
© heis deeply a dying to Godlineſs , that is a ſtranger 
to this praRical parc of Meditation on the word 
and works of God, I ſhall paſs this: Conſider whar 
' Thave ſaid, and the Lord give you underſtandingin 
all things. : Amen. 
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CHAP XXXVIE © 


Shewing that in the true belief of the trartlof Heaven 
and Hell, reſts the Authority of Religion, and what 
"Tortyring Deaths many have chearfully choſen for  W- 
the ſake of Heaven , with three Cunſes why [ome dt=" 
Cay in this ſpiritual frame. oo: O08 


 : 
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| Hen Cinmiuncation about Healezs Foy, x” 
and Hells Terrour, bath lefs laſting impreſ= 
ſoon in Duties of Obeaience to God and Man, then 

anolds WWrves Fable, | 
In the true belief of theſe two greatcruths, refts 
the Authority of Religion, take the ſenſe of them 
away, and you.take away the hedge of Government, 
and Bounds of Chriſtianity ; I wonld not be Religi- 
ous, and deny my ſelf of theſe pleaſing and profitable 
Objeas, ſaith many, were it not thar [ believe there 
4 Heaven of Joy Eternal, and a Hell of Terronr 
Eternal to come: Whar elſe indeed is Religion; 
Alan ts born to Tronble, kis Life but a $pan> What 
can carry him above this, -but converfing with the 
Joys co come. A Barren apprehenſion of this, leads 
"tothe height of Acheiſm, and turns us Bruitiſh. Here- 
after good, is ſo deſirableinirs ſelf ; that it hath carri- 
ed many beyond themſelves, to theſe paſſages of obe-+ 
dience in doing and ſuffering, that are next co a mira- 
j. cle; irfomuch, that to admiration, perſons have gi- 
4 ven themſelves oyer as a free choice to thoſe Torturing 


Deaths, which nothing but the belief of a God, _ 
ene 


F erect anbereatir enjoyment wich him, could =. 
”” have lead therh to0 ; Abraham was carried Captive 
F. upon this. yery Pillar, Heb. 11. 9, 10. By the belief 
” of this great Truth of hereafter glory ; he ſojourned 
E 3» the Land of a_ promiſe, as in a ftrange Countrey, 
” dwelling 18 Taberxacles, with Iſaac and Jacob, Heirs 
" 0 with bim 7 the ſame promiſes, Now, whence was 
X this, chat he ſhould be a Stranger to hisown, in a 
"'* Landof Liberty; the ſame Spirit that reports it, gives 
'" + for. our Learning, che reaſon of it, namely, Bec as/e 
” he looked for a City, which hath Fonmndations, whoſe 1 
builder and maker 14 God, Moſes while a Child, was y 
3: inveſted with Royal Priviledges, and choſen the adopt- 
FJ ed Son of the Kings onely Daughter, wanting nothing 
- - - thata Princes Court could beſtow; and if we may be- 
-lieyve' Hiſtory, was not like-to' be long without the 
Crown, having the chief affeQtioa of the apparent Air, 
yet no ſooner comes he to underſtanding of that pre- 
3 4fentPrincely Glory, in competition with what was to 
' '* come hereafter, and finding onecould not ſtand under 
© » theſe circumſtances with- the other; what upon this 
doth he do? verſe 24, 25, 26. of the Chapter be- 
forecited; -By faith Moſes when he Wes come to years, 
refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaohs Danghter. - A 
yery great piece of ſelf. denial, what! Refuſe to be 
a Princes Son? But that is not all, for he inthis loſs, 
reſts' not a Negative Sufferer, Byt chooſeth rather to 
endure Afﬀiition with the People of God, then to tnjy 
the pleaſnres of fn - 4ſeaſon, Well! Heleaves the 
Court, and now betakes himſelf to the Society of a 
| - contemptible company of poor 7/rae/ites, that ſerved 
Pharaohs Task-maſters, and were uſed with Rigour, 
oroaning under their Burdens and Bondage fo mucb, 
and relief to viſibility ſo far off , that God onely muſt 
bring Plagues and Miracles upon the Land of Zg pr, 
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or no deliverance can beſeen any way to come at this 
janQure of affairs, and under theſe circumſtances, } 


he efteemeth the reproach for Chriſt, greater Riches then * ; 
Egypts Trea/vre ;, ard the Argumenc of all this, lies Þ . 


in cheſe words, For he bad reſpett to the recompence of 


Reward, about which, if he had not had eonſiderable® i 


communings , he could never uaderſtandingly have . 
made himſelf ſo deſpicable with - that affectionate Þ- 
choice ; as great a Teſtimony of the prevelency of Þ. 
this great Argament of hereafter Joy , we have alſo 


in the 25th. verſe, of ſome that were Tortured, nos We. 


accepting deliverance, Tortured, Imagine they were 
drawn with /i{d- Horſes, Limb from Limb, or Saws.” 
aſunder, or laid upon a Hot Grid- Tron, or run through | 
being alive, witha ſtake fixed in the Ground, or tied 
up by the Hair of the Head to a Tree, till famiſhed 
, with Hunger, or chrown into a Veſſel of Boyling- 
Ol, or pulled in pieces with Hot Pixcers, or run 
through with Hot-lrows ; and at the Inſtant of all 


theſe cruelties, had deliverance offered uponconditi- WF' 


ons, eafie to the fleſh thus mangled, yet did not con- 
ſent to be freed from theſe cruelties, that they might 
obtain a better Reſurreftion, Thus we may behold as = } 
ina Glaſs, ro what a degree beyond themſelves in dos , 
ing; and ſuffering perſons were carried out upon 
their belief of, and communications about hereafter 
Glory, and it is as evident both in Scripture and Ex- 
pertence, that where the underſtanding is bl.nded to 
the knowledge of theſe great truths Heaves and Hel. 
The Actions of ſuch Men and Women, are beyond 
common bounds, Buitiſh, or Beaſt-like ; For in the 
hrſt of the Rowans, verſe 26. downwards, Their 
Women did change the natural uſe, into that which ts 
againſt Natnre, even the Men likewiſe, leaving the 
nitural uſeof the Woman, burned in their Laſt one to- 
ward 
Fj 
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ny men” *F | "RECENEHS ON © - px: 
ward another, Men with Men, Working that which is 
-woſcertlly to..be ngmed, being filled with all nxrighteouſ- 
SF neſs, | Fornigation, Witheaneſs, Covetouſneſs, Mali» 
S . rien pled'with Envy, Mnrder, Debate, Decent, 
'F al:gntly, "yp hiſperers, Bfth biters, haters of God, 
' -« Deſpiteful, Proud, Boafters, Inventers of evil things, 
F. © 4b/obedient th Parents ; Who that reads this blackliſt 


would not conclude Hell is broak looſe ? Now apon 


., oo XY vo "oh HE WS w _ Mm- on 
Wo _ , ” . 6 


&- 2 lirtle further enquiry, - it will appear chis Helli 
JI Tribe canis from blindneſs in their minds, . as to the 
. true God. verſe 28. And even as they did not like ( er 
approve Fro retain God mmtheir knowledge , therefore 
Y .-God give them over to areprobatemiind. We have a 
3 like Teſtimony for this, by the Apoſtle.St. Pax/. Eph. 
JF. - 4-18; 19, of ſome; who bring pait feeling { the force 
| of Heaven or Hell in the promiſe of the belt of good, 
. or-threſitning of che worſt of bad,)- gave themſelves 
* over untoLaſciviouſne(s to work all incleaneſs with gree- 
- aineſs. Andasthe grand Cauſe of all theSpirirof God 
adds: this, having their underſtanding darkened, being 

. alienated from he Life of God, through the Ignorance 
' that Wl in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heave, 
" 4 Gedand Heaven-ward. Ler us but alittle come down 
| to -Our own experience , what dreadfal | Murders, 
* Whoredoms, "Swearing, Damaing Oaths, Thefts, 
4 1dolatrics, Witchcrafts, Adulſteries, Drugkenneſs, 
$ Revelling , .and a Multitude of other worſe then beaſt- 
| like practices are committed. in our Land; againſt, 
, and even incontempt of the Promiſes,or Threatnings 
of -Heavenand Hell; ſothatin a word, non-commu- 
{ "nication with: theſe:irwo ſtates, 6pensthe Door to all 
"Manner of Liceritidbſncls, and pats'ſuch upon a poſt 

haſt"ſpeed i 


| the 7aws of Hell, of wc; they are 
.nq more feelingly aware, then was, Lots 


- Na me onin Law, 
who never believed the Flames, cill they irrecoyerably 
telr 

* 


* : 


27 "Sewof «Dh Dybur or dicdfide COA 
felt them to their endleſs Anpdih; "obs 
ſtate, the good Lord deliver us. Amen. S 

Thus may we read the Bleſſed, and'Woefal effeas 
thar muſt inevitably follow, and do' attend a'conci-". 

naed communing with"Weaven and Hell,, and a conti. 4 

nued eſtrangednefs to ſuch high concerns, And how! 

doth this call uponthe growing Chriſtian to double his J 
_ diligence in making the Joys of Heaven; and Torments 
ih of Hell- the conſtant objects of his Meditation > And * 
y + how doth this alſo beſpeak the Dying Clifiſtians tate, | 
_p mFpretched, Miſerable, Poor, Blind, and Naked, what- | 
ever chouphts he may have of himſelf, an calls upon | 
him to Repent, and do his firſt works, by beingin a * 
reſtleſs. frame 'of Spirir, till he finds the Joys of. Hea- 
ven. and Woes of Hell; the feryenc objes of his 
Meditation : otherwiſe, God will moſt certainly re - 
move his Candleſtick off his place for ever , Excepthe 
repent 
| halt now ſpeak of the Cauſes of this Decay in: 
Godlineſs, namely, why communications about Heas 
vens }oys, and Hells Terrours, hath leſs | im- 
preſfion to duties of Obedience, then an olds Wives | 
Fable ; and they are three, which beinglearned,'may. 
ſerve as ſi pnal helps to prevent this Decay, wherelike 
to oh or remove it where begun. 

. Unbelief, 2. Unnaptneſs to praRical Medita-. 
clas 3. Indiſpoſedneſs to fervent Prayer. 

Firſt, Unbelief. This is ſach a Sonl-ſtarving fin, 
that it barrs up the way 6f Gods Spirit, from doin oing 
any mighty work upon that hearr, Thas prepoſſlelt 
Heaven, though the chiefelt good in God, ang Hell, 
though the chiefeſt bad, bears'no either to 
ter or perſwade the Heart where Infidelity dwells. 
.  Mat.13.58. Andhe did not many mighty works there, 
WE .- beranſe of their unbelief, A giving to Chriſt Jeſus, 
= Credence\ 
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WW. 16 ki woods and Weovhe, pads, | 
co true Laſting Joy ; and calls upon Chriſtians to the 


4 uſe of allpoſſible means that their Faich-may increaſe. 
2 Theſe. t. 3. He are bound to give thanks to God dl. 
J 7 for ba Brithren , beeanſe your Faith groweth 


Exveedingly ; and: the Iuft foal live by bus Faith : thy 
faith hath maggt hee whole, We have acceſs by Faith, 


' Theuſtanieſt by Faith , 'by Faigh Noah made an Agb; 


and ſaved bis Houſe ; 'B 5 Faith Abrabam became s 
Stranger in the Land of promiſe; 'by Fauth pope a 


ſook Egypt, . andewithaus Faith, its impoſſible to 
God. And he th blink not , be 


ned. 

Secondly, Urgprnes to practical Meditation, As 
Faith receives the Truth, ſo Meditationdigeſtsit 3 its 
the digeſture of the Food, that makes itturn to nou- 
riſhment. We loſe the benefit and true advantage of 
many a Sermon, for want of a Churving itinto non- 
ri t. by Meditation. And al they that heard 
i, wondred at thoſe things Which Was told them by the 

ards, But Mary kept all theſe {e ings, and 
red them in her Heart, or addited F ſelf tothe 
habit of Medication, - From hence, her Heart became 


| #{odging place for her Lords ſayings Nothing cortis 
Preaching 


into PraQice like this, the great reaſon 
nexe-t6 Vnbelief , why me hear ſo much, and profie 
ſolirtle, is want of making what we hearour Medits- 


tion, or calling into Councel the inward parts, and- 


deeply.there. 
"Hence comes a laying to Heart, This makes the 
Impreffion take deep Root downwards, and bring 
forth Fruit upwards, 

' Hence, became David more wiſe theo bis Teachers, 


I have more underſt ng then all my Teachers, ; forthy 


Teftimonits are my Meditation. He gave up himſc 
47% T 2 to 
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iS, Fa Poa DOPREE 1} 
i meditate rTutn. trom Als Uiead to ney 
Heart. 
L 


ives in chargeas a moſt Soveraign remedy againſt 
a or Sorofitableneſsin ehodiniltey. "Adeds 


tate wpon thiſe things,” give thy. ſelf wholly, to thew'! 


rofiting a to all, 


why co 


' mark chat) ſo ſhall thy 
{ Thirdly, A third Cane 


Heaven and Hell, Hath no more'laſtinÞ;i 


R. | on z" 
may bethis, 1 ſs co ferventPrayer,, When: 


Truths are believed, and by Mieditgtion taken' asis'n 
piece of Raw-meat, and'put1 


be counted: worthy to eſcape all thoſe things coming 
upon the World, and to ſtand before the Son of Man 


three timey together. When Chriſt was about to | 
drink bis bitter Cup. Mar. 16.39. 42. 44. He were | 
a little farther and fell on h& face and prayed, and he | 
went apain the ſecond time and prayed, and be Went |. 
again the third\ time and prayeds And when he was, Þ 
about toſend bis Diſciples to Preach the Ges, Jad ; 
indie 4 


for your Imitation, his PraQtice, Lukes. 12. 
came to paſs in thoſe days, that he want pwut into a Aonne 


rain to pray, and conrinuecd all Nught in pr. 


Mark. that, Your Lord is all Night in Prayer God: | 
to obtain a bleſſing for you;, How many-wholenighits - 


have you ſpent in' Prayer for a bleliing uponyour 
ſelves ? Its no marvail- why you are {o-like Pharaohs 


4 ._ " 4can Kine, in fruits God and Miin-ward, when you © | 


} 


% uy 
42 + = ” ". 
> 4 4 4. . 
- > o : - 's - - 
: ” y » 2 


Hence, theþleſſed Father to his Soti x Ti. 4. 15] 


tion abont- 


ce of | the Pot of the Hearr, I 
and boiled, then comes feryent Prayer, and obtains 
a Bleſſing : "for all is ſanRified by the word of God, : 
and Prayer. Thisis a true maxim ; a barren Soul to 
Prayer, is always a'\barren Soul to Practice, Itis the }- 
.Councel of Jeſus Chriſt, if we would be ſecured from } 
that facal ſleep coming upon th2 World.: Lake 21: 36, 
to watch and pray, mark that always, tharwe may | 


ayer to God. | 
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my Love, they are my Ady faich good David; 


_ wid not to Faing, Luke 18. 1. Js evely IE: Pray- 


ti er and. Supplication, "with thanks $U 5 Jorr Ye» 
Fe þ gael be mode ves ear, of God go 


us 
+. a 2} 


; $64 ſo feldow up upon your kne as your * Cloke, For 


Tod / but] give my ſelf unto prayer, P/qgh. 109. 4. 1 wilt 
dF that Hen pray every) where, 1 Tim. 2. 8, Pray with. 
Yar ceafrg. 1 Thel 5.17; Men onghe albarrto Pray, © 


ed. - 


| theſe Cautions, and b he & a9 to © 


4 wy Cn” $0 I paſs to the 38:h. Signof 
| dying to 


CHAP. X$XVIIL 


Shewing how englent to « Chriſt- lik F TT, 

the True thoughts of Heaven and Hell is, Dimon- 

bow m##nch ng the Argpment of Chrifts 

- Paſſion, onght to obli ar Wiſe explained by ' 

two deſpicable , pittied by rwo pitiful 

, Bid s, With Hes or "Hi helps affigned for pra- 
Application. 


- SIGN, XxxvII, 


Hen the thinebts of « & Feſus, for 
| your EX dah little Mou you from an 
wnc| 


..* God in his = mc OY hath 
provided a. Body of Bleſſed A , as ſo mapy 
cords of Love,- toteter. from ſin, and oblige to Vir- 
rue ; not that he bath need of eitheg onr ſons, or 
4 our, Services. For the whole Earth it the Lords, and 
| . he fulmeſe thereef Bur he is God, full of Love and 


6 ik, » PRVy, 
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bly ; line” mp 

rather that To font HEE bd Hs hach 

prepared Heay of te mY p. 
*Fourage- to Vic ,.as the way tothig end. And ths " 
Argument bath ;proved of Bleſſed advantage in all: 


Ages, eo encline No hodte ab will, £6 make Vir ' 
ways, though grieyoiis fo the Fleſh, yet deſitable,. 
nd as yoluntary choice, at that en afte 
- with he utmoſt hazard of whatſoever, a5-Dc 
dear, evento Lifeicſelf, parting with, and Ot 


not Death barely in common, bat the arings of. } 
Death at the ſame time, inthe hope and expeRarion | 
of this bleſſed ſtate hereafter, - «Abraham the Fa mr | 
of the Faithful, ſaw. Chriſts day, and was "glad, © | | 
comforted ; ſo that he coeds himſelf Ne 
in . the Laxd 6 promiſe, awed, ernacles 
with,Jfaac and Jacob, Heirs wit 
ſe, The great oF _ to 
lies here, For he looks , gre Hep hath Frank. 
tienA, whoſe mg pe 5/6 Was God 
choſe 'AMiGtion with the Farr while oo. 
Bondage: ®rick-makers, rather then enjoy.. oo 
ſures. of Pharaohs Court ; and that which is very re- 
markable, chis was a a voluntarycchoice. The 1ſrae- | 
lites its true, werecompelled to their Task; but he in 
Pharaoht Chprt,” the peed Son of pe onely | 
_ and n ng t the Erown it ſelf, thought/ts: 
X vaqglaed bm, Jag. mo manner of reſtraint ay ( 
1m, onely this Arg = 
This bleſfed Load ye Jer God in heay 
placesz for Fore the Text, "hg ared or hve by 


_ - backtoal(chis burdev, gem bim whois oo iokle ; 


for he "td reſget co 
others had triakof cruel Mock 
moreover of Bonds and Ty 


recorhpence of reward, 
Sand 5 Yom | 


br deghe pit "Rs 
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his. Refs 7760 
s | wait 69 Us $o0u.of tis Yi n of 
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| wn. 1nd r; others Torture 
Zpting {oe fn _ theſe upon this rind 
ne. Argument , 7 hes they might cbthin, 4 better 


in general, but more pens bavin refe. 
wt which hing 
the Paſfion of *» bleſſed Lord, Shall * 


i] tetation of future Glory chus enamour perſons, 


near or dear to them can Rand inthe wa 


'T but is ſacrificed. And ſhall the ranſom of the Lotd, 
f 4 dy. whom, 


| through whoſe Groth and Blood this 
came, be {oBotten,- in point of Argument to a holy 
Converſation, ( God forbid, ) Whar Mother canlook 
upon. the Anguifh of a Dying Son, and be deffirate 
of bitter Refle&ions ? What Child catt remember 


. the paſt Trayel. and Serrow' that did beſet his rehder 


M ? for hirvin the day when he was Born, and caft 
off all Child. e Pity ? Whar Sinner can remember 
the inward impreſſion of Grief, that once lay upon 


his Lord in th&day, when for the ſinners fin, the 
ſeverity | of God cauſed ( God-Man) the Lord of 
Life, under che heavie ſtroak and mortal Wound, to 
cry out, Ay Soul i exceeding ſarrowful, even ugto 
Death ; and not in the Majeſty of this Argument, 
give it preyalent acceptance, 'to deter from Sin,  W4 
oe rt OR - His Ie vigs was marred\more t 

: he Jpeg ad rejected of Men A 
QWS, ad cquinted. with 
ceSpit in, his Hair plucked off, ſtricken, 
afliced, bruiſed, wounded, his hands 
ro the Croks, x ſpea? thruſt through 
To teter fe vn reat and birrer was the Agony, 
that lay Cod Ag anguiſh of his Soul be 


Sweat, drops 0 on, bom own tothe 
odd” is poor” ee and for me, 


ground, a 


« T 4 For ® 


& - Heart. and Life before Convetfion;' 


" 278 '$h PT ys 


& , Fer þ Was on for our Tran/giſins, bruifed fav © 


our Tuiquities; the chaſtiſement of our peare vas laid. 
upon him, and with his Pounds Wwe are bealed ; all me. 


like ſheep, have gone aftray, We bave turned every one to «| 
bus own way ; andthe Lord hath laid on him the Iniqui- -} 
$7 of #4 all. Oh! What ſinger can make this the objzet } 


of his Megitation, on. one band, reflecting upon-the 
bicter Cup this Lord drank ; onthe other hand, re- 
fleAing on the ſubj:& for whom it was drank ; -on 
the third handggrefleRtiog upon'the worthine's of the 
Perſon that drank ir; and not be meltgginto Tears; 
crying, My Ler and my God ! W batſoever itiou 
commandeſ} I will obey, and whereſoever thou ſend... 
eſt mel willgo. Buc 1 ſhall ſpeak briefly of theſe, in 
order to our Meditation, they beipg truths well wore. 
thy our conſtant conſideration. : 

y firſt, For the bitter Cup of ſufferings be drank , 
As never, man ſoake, qr did like this Man, ſo never 
Man. ſuffered like him from his Birghto his Death; a 
ſubje& of Sorrows; His firſt Lodging (though che 
Son of God )ina Matiper; when the Foxes had Holes, 
and the Birds of the Air had Neſts, the $0nof Van 


- bo not whereon to lay his Head , weary with-Tri- 


elling, ſits by a Well, and craves Water," Barl 
d,. and a few Fiſhes ; great Dainties with -.0 
| s of Gly in a word, 4 Man of ſorrews to his 
= - 8 and that, a Curſed, Painful, Shameful one ; 
**- taken away by wicked hands, and Slain. And ſhall 
# hor this Meditation derer from fin ; forit pleaſedthe 
Lord to Bruiſeshim, and par him to Grief, elſe muſt 
we have grieved to all Eternity. _ 
FP. ' Secondly, To conſider in 'our hearts for whom be 
"- drank this bitter Cup; Come Brother ſinner, let us 
” reaſon togerber, and looFover the black Book of - 
read what 


pe 


/ 
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$ we were; tb agony withehs tres a: 
© did" not grace” take place,” when'we were withour 
. 1 firength, the off-fpri of ef And Hittins 
3 due time Chriff dyed Bees for whom?" the ungodlyRE. 
-4 bels, Enemies in out winds'throaſh wicked works, 
| Kateys of 'GoR, Covetom, Proud, Boaſfters,” 7 nuenter s 
p-- evit chngs "Traitors, He 


under W Now for 
Expleation of 4M Tl tg rofl 
grace-aUmiring. 

Imagine you' were arreſied by the band of Juſtice 
among Men, andiehrown into alogbſom Jail;” for a 
juſt Dgþc of your own contraQing,” nd chere muſt» 
| lie and-Periſh, erablery pays:*: 
fraxger paſſing. by, Calb his ey 
through che Jron-gratey, ſees a mar ti 
thed 1n Rags Z bes the. 
they paſs by , irdtites 'dravhs | 
Poor Man-! What isthy Crime 


| toliganda periſhifora Debt 1 
Watet and Bread, 14-Rags is my beſt Opnpani- 
4 ons, bare Boards, Straw , wy L MH 


« woſt noifom Room, I hive not tad one. Morſel of, - 


] Frieſh-meat this ſeven Weeks eeks, exeeptipartofia May, 
| got-eaqyn Sheops- bead ; LY; you, will an hy ms tO give 


me aſmall Snip of yourallthe 
days of my*miſerab Life, which I ay God may 
not be many more; for Long to be wp eons, 
&c, Mow at this ſight and Speech, anger 
takes pity of him, ſaying,” Poor Man ! tk 

+ in a Miſerable condition; Suppoſe ſhould ſend for 
+, thy Creditor,/and diſcharge theDebt, and hs 
on thy Back, andyrake hes home to: my /Honſe, aid 
| make'rhee” oy. ſerving-man, toRub my Rorſe- "a 
an 


» High: mined; bb 
re 34 of ry A Lare, feet ſwift'o ſled Blood ; in 
X => | 


ſeif:lorhing, and. 


(aver ableto pry, +. = 


#7 
66h, 


ith Gnef chat chey cannot } 


the 
o at cheir-Feer, begs thej 
ſight of che Irqos, 


God [ had nevee born-thee, - or ſeen thee carryed co | 
thy Greys ſaon.as chon cameſt .into.the World ; | 
befpre Alf ber .complaing, ; ſighs andrears js uttered, | 
in cones the Condemned Mans, Wife,” and.ſeven ſmall | 
Chtildren,She looks upon theHusband,chey Jook upon | - 
the Father. And now Grandfather gnd Grandmother, | 
Wife andthe Children, ahd che yaa elactor, m_— | 
Me | out 


SU al = TY SS WW wſſ. on =] 
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Irexſt, {ifing op biy Bievan 
5 en binge, and thus og per many 
I never (aw chy Rage befor 


nh rain top 
on. wag hy ag news as p 
: the Graye ; and bow ab forallchis;- isthe_,. 

MalſefaQor ? Lerthe Rader jadge: | 


Bift/Brother finner, theſe Nanrarives do not the 
the reach our TO inte indeed _ are Dolefal, 


eſſions have noe only 
our ergy 
Tongues for Pain. 
dre ewes by eheſe Straogers, doch de- 
tMhd Service, What ſhall we ren- 
| i OT yr came from Heaveibis dwell 
4 _ be plceſine DE nfuf World, - took wpon him the 
E =o of pY-aong t bled Biwſelf, and became obe 


dient 


to them, For we fc Te Te 
Deach' 


empora), 
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Doth not this ſeverely her thoſe Chriſtians 
that are frequent inthe praftice 
ogr- Lord; that ealls for. -chis Mo Wimeinbrance of his 
Death, till be come the Tecond time- without firito 
Salvation; whole tlioughts 'of a dying Jeſus, and 
what 2 *Glotious Perſon he is, and what gGlorious 
State he left, and for whata contemptible People all 
and yet not intrue filial fear, and love-reli. 
ance and « dance, be ſo much united'ro him, as a 
Vaſfl is'& his Prince, or bond-laveto his Maſter. 
Now if the reading of theſe Lines, hath taken” 1 
much impreſſion, a'to make onr Hear burrfrch 


is melting queſtion. 
, Queſt. What ſhallI do that the hes of- SH 
ing Jeſus for my ſins, may not onely be conſtant, 


but prevalent co perſwade me-to a moſt Chriſ-like 
Converſation ? 
"Anſw. 1. Be fervent and copſizne io Prayer 
Jeſus, to help your — with a true 
of the Glory of his Perſon, and Magnitude © 


Paſſion, 
up. your 'ſelyes'tq fixed times of folemn 


.-2, Give no 
Mediration of Fg Perſon and Paſſion of Jeſas Chriſt, 
this being too much a novelty. ( with 


of that Inſtitution'sf 4 


" 


Sofrew be it: ſpoken.) 7 ſhall-briefly explain It; 


namely, that you deliberately 
faithful experiepced Chriſtian, 


. and with ſoms 


co 


iſe how often every 
year __On your circumſtances, you ought in Honour 


 "CAAP. XXXIX 


| Demonſtrating,” that. every Man oye & 4 Aaſfter- 
| fin; mbhich: muſt be Killed, or it 395, Kiſs and how 
' in progeſs of Time, this once I, O 


ene b NES: JIND? cob 
ance, our 


Whic h gr new admitt 
Canſes bf ore, : 1 Decay, and a neceſſi 18) aſſert 
"ed of onr Mortal Enmity to all Sip. 


' Sr es B24 
LV V Hen 'yois can remember paſ Gita coms- 
mitted, rather whiLiking then Lo- 


paſt; ſins here, I would he underſtood to intend 
| #- thoſe fins the Scripture calls right Eye; or 
3 re Dominion and 


Hand fins, that js, fuck fins as in.time paſt bed * 
over us, to whiclf . 
d up our Bodies as Servants.do.co their Maf- 
to their Parents, Axd bras there is ſuch 
| —_ = 6s, or boay of ebe/ing aids 
In, may be yery proper £0 ſomewhat dnco 
Y O . in 


fo receive [dit "beak 


ja rather I + wh 


otidetwhortdthody to.come.- Nove'2o, the firſt « 
premiſed,' whethet there is 6r"nor ſuch'athing-i ioche 
world (or Body of' Man) as ſome fin'that bath Rule 
atnſ#Government in chief, that is, That alchough every | 
Man in his arenas ' Rate thach Many. fins unto | 
which'he payeth homage, yertheſe very ſins have as 
it were a leading or. Matter fin thardoth —_— 
Chief, axthere is many Devils, iſo thete is ub 
co any 4g _ as;there-is many, meer 
the of Man,(6 there is ſomenepr<aominent. 
mour, Blood, Flegm, Cholar, Melancholy , » ache 
parts of which we all parcake; yer-ſame one of theſe-in 
all men have a chiefpropriety.,. Andbence it comes to 
PP 5 from the predomitiarcy of ourConſticacions. Theſe 

& us ouc to affe& moſt ſome particular Sin; For 
though i __ crue, wicked Men _— Sim > it ſoirs with 
Intereſt Iochigation, yet they ſet ac ! loveupen 
chac'Sin as f wages Caniſtirution ; = 
 Wereputenot@Man to be of ſach &/ Trade, becauſe 
h&.now and then in.an Artiſts ſhop may. 'uſe- chat 
43 Artiſts Tools, blat becauſe he is whoſty addicted: 

= Hence'we call ſach 2 man a Carperiter, Brick 

layer, \roamonger,&e. becauſe each of theſe re givth 
up by way of conſtancy" rheteanto;, one is 6 C 
abour his Timber: the other his Bricks, the otherin 
Mettles, In like mnner, wicked -menin 
their denomir cafled fuch afintier, uv 
Drunkard, Forniclt#; Swearer; Lyar;&c. not becauſe 


they 


3 mily, one [0.2 
che reſt of the are not r 
+ "a child>like Dow 1h 

ſome members: we atcribure more: pry od 'as 
—_ ,and their foſs more painful, hehce 
# chac withonr any pong 
( Calo OI ot 19 rhe: 

the blow to ſecure the H 
part, without woes, —_ the reſt of the 
Body cantior © hence; -it comes to paſs, that as 
our- experience tells'ng;" ſome Menare mturally 
inthined to Drdbherneſ# thenany orber fin, others 1 
. -- Coverotſneſs, others to'P#3xe, othersro Uncleaneſr, 
others to Jdleneſ?, 'othets to Talkariveneſs, others to 
Paſſron, '&c. and''theſe may moſt" pg called 
the members of our Bodies, the ri 
Hand; thus David had tris a, 


nk, ans 
Reider ' judge”? 


of Conviction caine” 
ſearch '0bt, and cry moſt againſt t 
apprehendin char 'as the Ri te ſey fl the Re. 


bellion; a ehsis noted in Scripeure with chis Bran, 
. right Hind fin, right Eye fin; "Ab mie i ! 


4 


- 
be, 
V.2z 


| wa "Slennef. = _— tuo #1 decays at 


« big: 0s. Iniquity, his otys Sickmeſs, homes 5 
+ Blagne of his own Heart, Mat. 25.29, 30- % 
- 22; 24+" 1 Cops 5: 38. 2;Chron, 6. 2g. inlik 
manner, from gy influence of the coaſticat 
perſons caurally ar e, addicted to ove predomiriac 
Virtge mocetben other; Ct o- for his Mech, 
for. ths Patience ;. Who of 
Spiric chen$«#/,; but ſo {00 ape” yt Fatt 
was turned int he Channel, os hs re zealous; 
lzabouring more theright then the,relt, went more 
Journeys,acbrough more Perils, writ more Epiſtles, 
endured morg Deaths, as himſelf ſaich 4x Deaths of - 
ren, as the:24. of Cor. 11. 23s 24- rothelaſt, atlarge 
declares; by all which.ic may evidencly reach us,.thac 
certainly we have ogy chief Corruprion or Maftersluſt.. 
I never met with a Convert” in my I but would: 
knowingly @nfeſs be knew his Maſter-{in, .and that 
one Dewildid more predomigant in him then the reſt: 
of the Legion, and was the obje& of bis Sorrow, 
Prayers and Fears, more then any other ſin;- and in- 
deed there is a cauſe; for. generally the righe Eye ſin 
+ 7s of ſuch affinicy, chatiteyeo.Sociages inche capacity / 
of a member of -the ſame Body. - 
. And chis brings meto the next. thing premiſed, that 
this Maſter-fir ;in proceſs of time, may. be remem- 
bred with likit , that is, opgn refleion of palt ſin. . 
fal AQs,. pot 70 have ſuch manner of Indignation, 
Zeal and Revenge; as had been incheir eſpouſal day. 
This is the firſt Sre$j.or In-let, corenew gcquiaintance 
- with an old Enetny ; and gtthig Doog,. harh-many a - 
poor Soul, admitting of a parl with, what chey 
ought to-have fled. from, made good the Apoſiles- 
words, The. Dog i tarned t6 his Vomit again, nd the | 
Sow that Was Waſted to her wallowing in the Mire.. 


If once a right Eye ſin, through the. Devils Subtilty,. 
; - and * 


We « Ding dcping Crifiar, #87 = © 
andour omiſfion ro watchfAlneſs, can but gain ſo mucl? £ 
bredir in the eftimacion of that Chriſtian, , our of ©? 
whoſe heart it was formerly caſt, This will be a fair» , 
er overtpre to bring abour theſe eight gradual dangers, 
ep by fep-to get new poſſeſſion, and may endin 
"mortal War. | 
'- Firſt, To ſuggeſt that there is not fuch a neceſſity 
:of that ntter eſtrangedneſs as hath been for a long 
"time ; Thus much ground giver, lets the Enemy into 
"the: outmoſt works ; ; and now baving gained a betrer 
opinion in the mind then was, attempts a ſecond (iep, 
and that is to pat the declining Chriſtian, upon ru+ 
'minating or entertaining into the fancy; ſome delea- 
thoughts of a certain kind of Pleaſure ,or Protic 
3/ renewing this acquiintance ; and from hence, fin 
"pains a third ſtep,, and char;is, conſent of the Will , 
by this time. the Field is more then half won, and a 
Rrong Combire is now working , the two Powerg 

Light and Darkneſs, Yet ten coone, bur che will is 
carried Capiiye,” partly complying, partly refraining, 
the Charms of Sin offering prelent encouragement; -. 
Now doth theexternal ſenſes; yeltd their utmoſt help 
to.damp Faith, and quicken Senſe 3 Ah ! By this mgans 
Sin gains # fourth. ſtep;- and that is, to turn conſeng; 
no ARion; and now with our firſt Mather, admit- 
ting the Tree, pleaſant to the Eye, and profitable to 
ke wiſe, ſhe rakes of the Frait, and Eats, Tranſ« 
grefferh; chat is; rurns conſens into AR, this was 
the way the Levit cook with Acbay, be firſtooks- 
pon the. accurſedthing as Goodly, from thenee con- 
ſented and aRed; by admitting fin at firſt to cake 
theſe ſteps, ground is giined- co a fifth, fixth and 
ſeventh, that is, a reitterating the ſame At, ins 
[to As, 'or a Cuſtom,. and- then into rang 
'of turning ARs and Rebukes.,, into So/omoys come 
12 y | plaing, 


#1 We*) wh »& 
o88 500695f « Dive Wil aji id 
plaint. Prov. 14. 9.  EROICE 
this leads to Obduration, or herd-Heartednels,*1 
without a Miracle, ends in final it ncy® C ' 
which, Good Lorddeliver us, ob eg \ "4 
How weary ones 1fe of the Land of Þ 
_ and groned underthe Bondageof fer p 
CEL Theve frwch eroth, Exol, 3. es 
Lord ſai [ have ſeen the affliftien ”* 
ave in Egypt, and have be Four rs on ZE 
their T ark; matters, for Ihinow tht orig 


that ſaw this did deliver them, 
Hand kt bronght them ont, Of Which they rnd Mo full 


glad; yer'in Ecale time; begin eee 
Opinion, and forget the bitterneſs of | 
dape ſaying. Nawb. 11.5, 6, eden 
which we did eat in Egypt frefly, the Cucambers, and 
thi Melons, and the Leeks, and the' , but now 
' our Sonl"ss dried away; theri in not jÞ at alt beater 
this Minnab before our eyes. Here they ſlight Angels 
. Food of Gods providing,” hankering after: their old) 
- Bondage apain; nn. the TRecvy Wy SOR, «a 7 
wieneffeth that ' complaint. "Zze At 27; : 
Thus thou calle remembrance the = 
Youth, "in Au why T eats by the drab 6 s 
Pap! of thy Iſrael is aweary of God andhiv 
Proviſion, aying, Lt 14 make a Captive," ndvetwi# © 
into bs £43 ag an; Nevertheleſs, 1 bave ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becanſe thox haſt tefe rhy firſt Love: Rev, 


4.11. 
F Dueft, What may be the Canſes of this Decay; | 


.that pf” fn; which was onee our Sickneſs and Sore, 
may in proceſs of cime, "$ain better repucation in ont | 


Heart 
- Firſt, Forgetfulneſs of that- pinching Bon= 
\ Ger fin fn incves pſt Irony ooo ty. Scoot, £ 


-» rr eo OODBO nem gt » 9. a 


[+ 3d This ma 
0 wind, che Servile, i= 


4-purc.us upon. before . Conyerſion, 
ers {, 46 nielding our members Ser 

viſneſt, adding Iniquity ro Iniquit 
{wel hould take ic wich che ry of 
qea-n- ured fafiened cousa dead 
y, ny ory the Stench and 
fe ſs of ic whereſoever we wenc, at Bed and 
| Board of Camp : ſach:company would ren- 
der | gy 75 for a Dog, and in it ſelf, 
then Deathieſelf ; (tous ) ye he that 

fin, js-worſe beſer with worſe LochiMheneſs, 
wich. the man in the Proverb;, he knowerh not 
{3 Dead are there, and that ber G neſts are inthe 
: borknyeer Lets but call to remembrance when 
TX we'lived in Drunkennefs or Uncleanneſs, &c;, bow 
| fit did debauch and unman os; how many fowl un- 
$ . beaſtlike Acts did rhis Monſter SIN Ca us, as fo 
of - tnany cbained Captives after its fileby Luſts? Do we 
- 4 nvtupon conſideration, loaththe very chouphes, and 
are aſhamed 74 pda yg} reg 47 
| oy 0 and Egyptias Roos 
rhac Sin upon us; des, did we not 
in this ſtate, mock at God, his Seryancs and Services, 
| bog ſo followed wich an accuſing conſcience, that 


*— 


"Us | Slentof 4D) 9 4 G, 
we durſt not leave one Ser n 
Heaven, or Hell, 'Olv © Chriſti 
of this, gives (in freſh encou ent t 
new viſits, but remember,” and” > Dogg 
thee ro remember, chough the' Cup itpr 
with be gilt, the Liquor iniris mortal Poiſon,” - "> *Y 
Secondly, Our nor: conſidering "the _ Ih; Soon | 
remains in-ſin, or that there is in the narure 0 2 
conſtant Enmity borh againſt Cobmaiingnt 
is a high piece of deceit wherewiththe 
asto the Garment put upon fin,” avif there 
real pleaſure, or real profit in fin,-and i TE 
neither ſo Bitter, norits end ſo Painfal ; Whofact 
Fool as to be perſwaded Fife will not Barn us; C or 
Water Drownu ?.or belieyes be can makeaLez 
with it, not to hurt him? 1s not Fire, Fireft ts 
not Water, Water ftill > Hath the Sea loſt its proper 
caſt thy ſeli upon its: proud Waves, -or into burning? 
Flames, and try if neither can rouch"thee ? J8-n 4 
Poiſon, Poijen fill,” becauſe” we fancy otherwiſed | '2 
Alas 1 Alas ! Doth not the beſt of Laws tell ns, that 
this Miſter $:5n, 1s enmity againſt God, not capable 
of changing i:s nature, and ounderno pokibility of | 
accepting any terms of. Peace. Is it riot impoſsible. Þ; 
to make Fire and Oyle.dwell cogether, one muſt overs, Þ 
come ; there is no way to remove this Enmity, 'but 
by killing of it, many have thoughtof killing Sing 
by vielding to fin, or killing Greater, by yielding to'a 
Leſſer; like the rebellious Son, - tempred daily-by: 
the Devil tobe Drunk, murder his Father, and raviſh | 
his Mother, be makes terms: with this Enmity, :t0 P , 
avoid the ewola(\?, ſabmits ro chefirſt, 'which was bue 
a making proviſion for the Fleſh with the more bold- 
neſs to run into the-reſt., We thiok:when wetake. | 
the- Devils conncel, we-miy putouitthe Fire, by:ads | 


ding 


_ 
i 


NO: | 
ny Few {; wh e. Ge 1 ih, Vis is Love Det 
; 1 b teft. not, handle not, paſs not by it, tur 
? of fr evorker Way ; wheeler heDevifi in ſin, 
Oh chat 


£# 
.# 


{20 af Fe na ro Jipar from the Holy Com. | 
;{ al dimen ; ſuch a ſlate doth greatly aggravate our 
WP. lemnation ; far it leaves. us withour all manner of 
excuſe, He that neyer knew better, being not ſo 
'{blan bdcomre 4 ſuch that knew their Maſters will, 
” anc And this experience gives a woeful 
lent un laying, fart 5 Diſeaſe in the natural 


om or never comes. but with mortal con- 
queſt.” In like manner, who fo audacious in the as 
” of Þ ſin, /as that man thar once had eſcaped its old pol- 
: F Jucions. Give. our bleſſed Lord leaveto ſpeak here, 
S 4 When once the unclean $ pirit 54 four ont of 4 man, he 
*  Walketh through ary places, ſeching reſt, and finding 
* wore; then be ſaith, 1 Will return to my bouſe from 
.. Whence [ came ont ; andwhen be ts come, he findeth it 
empty, ſwept, and garxiſhed. Then goeth he, and 
vaketh with bim ſeven other Spirits more wicked rhen 
bimſelf, and they enter in, and dwell there, and the 
laſt flat of that man ir worſe then the firft. One De« 
vil bore rule before, imagining it were the Devil of 
envy. Now Seven worle Devils hath this one Devil 
brought with him, the man was envious once, and had 
por the maſtry overit ; but took na good heed to keep 
s ground in Gods way, and with Gods ftrength, .in 
Je time, loſt che ſenſe of that bitter fruit, this 
Y. 3 rqok 


md Wee broug| 10W the ame 19 
become a Monſter, not En ions, brit Jmplacah 
Proud, given £ ps Fd horocs arte bh 
Covetouineſs, B 2 hs ow all paſt Cc yi 
Acknowledgments, Remorſe,Senſeand | 
times paſt, Faewinny 


— Death al urs imp 
good Lord deliver as. Amen. w 
Fourthly, - Our. not keeping  dajly. in our a; 
( inirs authority ) the great day of ouraccour b he * 
Frearcas cauſe why we can —— paſt ſins, rack Ke thy 
iking then lothing. - Profeſſors now ado, content 
themſelyes with the bare notion of the * day tq\ 
cormpe,little pondering how great it is, and owner is, 
did we -as much concern our | ſelves about this mighty 
rruth,as the menchat hath a gazgrenped Arm to be 
edoff ſrom his Body, doth concern himſelf bow he may 
be fitted for it, and bear ihe anguiſh of the AR, and 


loſs. of the Limb, it would have more Authoricy No : 


our Hearts and Lives, to believe that we ſhall certain 
give an account of all 'our deeds done in this Body 
whether good or bad, js one main principle of thet 
Chriſtian Faith; and to be ignorant that this acconne 
- muſt be: very ſhortly given, is our fin ; forthe time Fe 
is at hand : for Space, it is but a moment, and for 


pace, it is but two Steps we baye to rake, the firſt | 


into 'the Grave, and that will be ſhortly, for the - 
Time is ſhort, at Night this Step will be taken, the 
ſecond Stepis to be taken when we awake, and that is 


-in'the Morning. ' Olr} How littledid cheman in the * z 


Golpe| dream,' that his Syn was ſo near fan ſex 


T FL tho eſe nar .Drivh, 69] be merry 
, rbis night ſball thy life be taken from thee, 
; welcome to Deaths knock ; I am ready 
x for this call tobe carried tothe ;udgment, 
y geo Its ate ſtated, mine houſe ſer in order, my 
> ended. Now Death brings me beſore 
hror 'of God, aud of the Lamb, that Imay 
04 bleſſed voyce, Thou haſt been faithful over 
y Talovts, 1 will maks thee ruler vver many Cities; 
1{- Lets lay our hands upon our mouths, a 

yo ; ty we Conſtantly, what a moment of time 
ww yet remain, and th is but two paces to 
_ Hep ere we be in Ete r when they ſhall fay 
. *Ceven txriory ) peace and ſaftty, then ſudden dev 
* fratlien cometh ape! them as Travel npon a womas 

with Child, 'and they ſhall-not eſcape, 1 Thel, 5.3. 
: : ®. Jtis a Sovereign remedy agtaſ Temptations, to 
- the moſt alluring Luſt, inſtead of conſenting to carry 
the aſſaults, 'as already aQed, co the Judgment-ſeat, 
and ask how they will look, and what ſpeak in Thar 
day, Surely did bur the bigh-way Man, call firſt a 
Court in his own Conſcience, and there arraign, con. 
gene, and execute the ſentence of Death upon the 
ale ic would cool hiscourage ; and by Gods 
ble a effe4ual to betake himſelf to den 
kjnd of Life; fuchas might give him courage to look 
the moſt ſevere Judge in the Face with Joy ; Doubt- 
leſs had Zimri and Cosbj, ſpent more of their Medis 
tation in the court of their own Conſcience; what 
' would be the conſequence of that their filthy fin; and 
leſs upan the obje& of bruitiſh ſenſe, they would 
ſurely have choſen a ſick bed ro weep on, ratherchen 
of Down to Solaceen, its grateful to the Devil, 
, -and pre = yofoncs baits for ſenſe to put Judgment, 
our recount furchel off, whenthetems 
Y 4 pracion 


" 194 Sigarof 4 Dying or decaping GANGS ""2 
* .Enjori'is-neareft. - 1 ſhall conclude all>,with-t at * 
bleſſed word of the holy Apoſtle, 2 Cory. 9,10; + 
11, Wherefore we labour, _ whtther preſent or ah...” 
ent we may be accepied of God, for we muſball \ 4; F, 
befors the Tndgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that a 4 
one may receive the things dous in his body, actording | 
to that he hath done whether it be geod or bad.; knowinp * 
therefore the Berronr of the Lord, we | ſwaae men-e' | 6 
From this mighry conſideration the Lord'God ' pex- * 
{wade@ur minds to be given up to a conſtant Medi- 
ration, while it's calledto day,'that the day of. our + 
account will cert hg ſhortly appear; And 
ſa'] paſs to the FourueWand laſt v:gn of Decay'ia ©. 
Godl.n:ls. E | ', : 4 


. ) 


= - 
_ 


CHAP, XL, : YM 


a { alling fer grave Conſiderations when we accomp 

4 our 'Nexghbours to the Grave ,, alſo preving Death 
r'ghtly ftiledt#he King of Terrours by three Arga- 
mients 3 and that it 15 a ſad ſymptome of d 64 'in 
Godlineſs, when the fig ht of 1{)eath 1s motmbaid to 
heart, a 1gning three Cauſes of our not. ay iy it to 
beart ; with ſeven ſhort Praftical Hints to 4 laſt- 
ing' recovery, | | f 


SIGN XL; 


KF 7 Hes you can ſee ſpeftacles of mortality 

V © carrying to their 4ong bome , and be as 
prafiically unconcerned , as though your ſelves 
Bert een '$8 ſromThe the feof. mprtalyy... 


of « Dh Pu  devting Chrifiigs. - Ion 
t Concern of the Judgement dog to comes 
* and Hell, teſts upon the Authority of our 
5/45 tO an! obliging iofluence, coa good heart 
| d life; - and from bence it becomes 1o little our 
; onely concern in matter of due preparation, leſt 
ve-miſs the benefit, and meer the woe, AT H F- 
F7S24.E baving fo'great a ſhare of room in our 
| hearts; andhere the Devil hath the more room to 
{rrp ks, and gain credit for his al Ureqgents, 
isrrade lying altogerherin preſent things 
". ſenſe are molt prevalent, eſpecially.us 
WET datore and* Profir, deſired. af 
| * by the Tempterto our conſlicution, 1 Wc 
© always careful co, prepare meet daics for @ feeſfting 
TX or foftig condition, A mani naturally inchoed to 
 Drunkenneſs , ſhall. oor want that ſenſitive Devil 
£0. attend every motion; Sr; hereis good ware 
- and clear, what will you buy ? And if co Unclean- 
nels you be inclined, he will paint a _—_—_— Force 
; head, with py + ſaying, Come, let us take ewr fill of 
” fowe w_ the - let us | ſolace owr felves with 
loxer5 there s'q fs ing lies 19 the way, I-bave 
drawn the Curtain between the lighe of Judgment, 
: Heaven, and Hell that cannot ſee us; for rhe goed 
men 14 not at home, be « gone along j journey, Prov. 7, 
18, 19. Thus with mach fair ſpeech the ſenſes are 
T. preyaled upon, ro them ffoln wat:rs being ſweet, 
'  axd bread eaten in ſecret pleaſant, while we lee not, 


ks 


that the dead ave there, and that her gueſts, are mm the 
# depths of | Hell: No Councel being called in the 
& Cott of Con/cience , what ſhall the end of theſe 
things be 2 Hence Sathan carries vs captive , till a * 
; dart ſtrike throvgh our Liver, as a bird haltech £0 
ihe ſnare, not kifowing it is for its life. 
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=To more; which co-a Wiſe man in. 

nplation , . may yield more honey. for big" 
imication; then che Bee can get from the ſweetelt * 
flower far its Winters nouriſhment: Yet .becauſe- 
this Meditation may not pierce enongh, that every 8 
day other Creatures loſeth their lives tq-preſerve 
ours, and we not-onely feed Dearh, but truly fred © 
pon Death;it pleaſerh God in/bis ineſtimate love tq Þ 
our everlaſting goad to beſet our ſenſes eyen with" / 
yet nigher concerns; for ſuch a Prince, that in his 
Royal Apparel fate upon the Throne bat the 0- 
cher-day, we nowſce carricd to a place of Rogten- 
reſ4and dead-mens Fcmlls, there to be entombed 
a companion for Worms , till the ?#dgment day, 
when all chat are in their Graves ſhall come forth, 4 
ſome to the Reſarreftion of Liſe, aud ſee to the | 
Reſurreflign of Damnation; with which RefleRion | 
Kings and Reggars ought to behold ſpeRacles of | 

Motrality, Bur becauſe this thought may not be 
ro0 remore, God pleaſeth to admoniſh us. daily by - 

the objes of our intimateſt Acquaintance z and 

leſt that ſhould not ſufficiently ptoye our- concern, 

at laſt comes bgme to our Red-fige 4 taking captive 
our . 


\. TI 
1 REES: 5 Ws $f : 
” 30g chen go before us from our arms into a Pie, 


A | "the Lampe; every days morſe ines bine of tis, 
© 'Syery Dea )-bed Relation ſpeaks no leſs : But to 


| roms ; ani 


TY, 


bas 7 ' «Chil, Ge Iron, that we ſee- 


dicher we ew alſo follow ſhortly,” and at fock | 

pot to de awak 'with all -dilhs 

ic +0 Fe ys baving our loirs girt abouc, 4 
Tr 4+ , 3 thoſe thar know thi 

ably, kein Lord incoming; Ob it's but a 

bile e're we ſhall hear the Midnight-cry , Bebold 


y broughr down, the tall toop, and 
become as flax,jeyes grow gaſily, bands 
le,” joynts trembling, beauty turning into rot-* * 
eſs, becunf + wan oeth to his long home, and 
ourners | about" rhe ſtreets, may nor 
be read with lame oy while we refle& 
7 *y is ſo viſible to our 
ically unconcerned , as 
h we from the Hike ſtate of Moreality were 


EXem 

Is not this manifeſt, that even while we are pre- 
ſent, and following the Corpſe to the Grave, our 
Communications, Geſtures, and Meditations be. 
ſpeaks us earthly, ſenſual; and devilifh, Fames 3. 
I5- Whatmeancth elſe, that aforehand wwe care to 
trim and adorn our worms meat with the beſt onr- 
fide we can attain or come at, while barren to think 
whatdoth God by this teach wy ſoul; Oh che levity 
and exceſs where opportunity is given, the imper- 
tinent diſcourſe, the diſtance from gravity, the 
ſwelling Pride and Oftentation ſhewing it ſelf, ready 
to crave and contend for with diſdain a chief ſeac, 
asif ſo ſolemn a ſervice, of all others the moſt ſo- 
ſema, were a Theatre io ſhew oyr antick faſhions, 
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| ay erimming, and popular. applauſe, rather then.a - 
IEG fon : When ſhould we more manifelt ** 
our Crucifidtion to this World by the Crofs of our * 
Lord, then while we behold the Jetber weeping TOr” ; 
an onely Son, frees Children weeping bi;erly to © 
part wich ſo dear a Father and Mother , whole” ! 
place they muſt now know no more, and." 
with their perſons converſe no_ more: Oh death | # 
where's thy fing , Oh grave where « thy victory? [© 
am made a Widow, I facherleſs, mocherleſs, child! 


_ 


this day ; Qh Abſalom, my ſ0n,n:y ſon Ahſalam, mould: I 
God I bad dyed for thee, my ſon, my fon, of Too 


ſpeRacles of Morcality to be but like a fir of To 
. » 26h, no longer remembred, but while this anguiſh 2 

laſketh 3 Theſe things premifed, are gertain marks 
of a dead ſtate, or deep decay in Goalineſs, and may 
ſeaſonably call upon us to enquire. : 

Qu ft. What may i of ſuch ſtupidity 
anice ſo immediate a,coftern', as to behold the 
feet, of rhem that. carry my neighbour co the place *F 
of darkneſs ro day, muſt fetch me (as it were) tg 
morrow to. the ſame place. | 

Anſwir 1. Looking too lightly at ſo weighty an 
obj<R, or a no. layiogit to heart, 

2ly. Omiſlivn, coconhder how much greater the 
change ſhortly will be, that now muſt follow chis 
orear change. | 

3ly. Inwacd or | jJden Atheiſin, 

Firſt, looking too {1 ghcly ar fo weighty an ob. 
je, or anot laying ir ro hearc, 

Death is not calle&the King of Terroure in vain ; 
for it isin it ſelf terrible in three great reſpeRs. 

Firſt, it comes upan a tertible meſſage, and doth 
terrible execution where it fixeth, and carries all 
the living to a place of zerridle darkneſs, it leaves 
| | King: 
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fr #3, Houſes withoat [»bab:taxts, Children wich- 


oh Parents, and is accompanied in all its Trayels 
with Lamentations, and mourning, aud woe. 
- Yecondly, It is terrible , becauſe it ſpares/none 


2 'Ww Y ever it comes, old or Jong, rich or poor, free 


oy bond ; cbild'or ſuckling : If you are white wich 
#ge and experience, go you mult; if green with 
150th or childhood, ſtay you cannot, facob that 
ould wrefle- with-God , could not out-wreſtle 
Dtath, ' Abſalom could not out-ride it, nor Phare- 
#6; chat in the heat of bis luſt-ſpeaks, ſaying, 7 will 
parſue, 1 will overtake, 1 will drvide. the ſpoil , my 
Inſfts ſtall be: (atisfied, yet could+ not out-drive 
Death. The Wiſdotn of Solomon, the Strength of 
Sam{on, the Riches of Dives, muſt all wither be- 
fore this ter#3b/e-ove," if the-ſafety-of .a Kingdom 
depend upon the life of the King, the hopes of a 
Family, tbe fareof a Pedigree, the foundation' of 
Riches'or Learhing, yet dewn goes all by this 
Sythe of Death, +In our memory, they that conguered 
Princes, and made the Nations tremble , are now 
lodped in fence, and cannot contend with a graſ;- 
happer : He that butthe other day by power or po- 
licy conquered a famous Army, and-brought abour 
a5 ſiearige a change; yet nowladgeth in a placeof 
Rattenneſs and dead:mens. Senlls, 1 that have written 
thigend 70 U that-how are reading this, muſt,maſt 
all ther) go off the Stage, andturn-into dxf. Bur, 
Thirdly , Ic is terrible , becauſe it admits of no 
Ran'ome; if a King-would give bis Kingdom, if. a 


| General would'pive his Army, the onely hopes of 


the famouſeſt Family that ever the. world-had; can-« 

not offer a ſuffitient beſt «ge : Gb -Death , thow art 

gerr;ble, Thou once camelt ina Famine __ ho 
| \ an 


> I. - MN - - þ Tg. 
C 9 ad. 
». L ,"" 
LI 


a Wy Gen. 47. 13, 14,15, 16, 375 
and conſider. And there wage bread in all the Land, 


fer the famine was wery ſore , [o that the Land of 
Egypt, and all the landof Canaan fainted by v:aſon of 


the famine; avd Joſeph gathered up all:the money that i | 
was-fourd in the land of Egypt, dvd in the land of > * 2 


Canaan, for the corn which they bought ; and Foſ«ph 
brought the monty into Pharaohs houſe t And when 


the money failed w the land of Egypt, and in the land 


of Canaan, all the Egyptians came wnto Joſeph, anil 
jaid, Give us bread, for why ſhould we dre in thy pre- 
ſence ? (mark that) for the money farleth: And Fo 
ſeph ſaid, Give your cattle, and T will give you bread 
* for your cattle, if money fail ; and they brought theiy 
cattle wats Foſiph: And Joſeph give them bread in 
exchange for horſes, and for their flocks , and for thi 
cattle of thrir herds, and for the afſts; and be fed 
them with bread for all their cattle for that years 
When that year was ended , they came unto him thi 
ſecond year, and ſaid unto bim, We will not hide it © 
from my lord , bow that our money is ſpent , my lord 
alſo hath our herds of cattle, there #s tot onght teſt in 
the” (ight of my lord, but our bodies and our nds 1 
Wherefore ſhall we dit before thine eyes, both we and our 
land ? Buy us and'our land fir bread, and wet and our 
land will be ſervants nnto Phargoh , and given ſeed, 
that we may live, and not die, that the lang be not de-- 
late, Here is remark:ble thac Purchaſe from the 
King'of TERRO#R&S-bur a little refpite, { for 
a laſt dyethbey muſt, } Firſts 


rs Morals tbo 323 0” 


Wo 5 a . 
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"MF; \ Firſt, They drain all the Money throughout the 
== Land of Zzype, that goes for bread, to keep life a-. 
 kttlelo When chac is gone, then 
| Veco any, They ſacrifice cheir Horſes, Flocks, 
+ Carle; and Aſes, to-keep' life 2 little longer , Oh 
; Death, chou artthe Terrible exe, will not this do ? 
* Thirdly, Then comes skin for skin, our money 
\ is ſpenc, my Lord alfo hacb our Herds of Cattle, we 
3 have noching lefe but our Lands and our Bodies, ' 
why ſhoold we dye before chine eyes ? buy | 
our Land for Bread; but nothing can 
life, our all at- moſt can bur a little adde minutes 2o- 
our few frail days] Ob the fighing , wringiag of 
hands, ſmicing onthe breaſt, wailing in the fireets, 
that this Terrible Meſſenger cauſetb | woe, woe, 
woe, take my all, ſpare bur my 71ſaack, 1 will beg 
with him at a Grate, racher then feaſt without him 
at a Pallace : Take a limb, ſpare buc the life ; then 
we-cry, Come, come away Phyficiar for Chrifts 
fake, do your utmoſt, and make what conditions 
you will, ſave burlife, the Ladivg never ſo coſtly, 
and ferched from far, all the $43/; and Tack/2, yeay 
and Ship ir ſelf, ler go to preſerve a little longer 
reſpite from this Ki»g of Terrowrs! Oh: Chriſtians, 
\- youlook roo ſlightly at this werghry objeft, that are 
no more practically reformed by the Gght of itz If 
tn good earneſt you would live to God while frail 
life laſtecb, look throngh the Glaſs of your dead 
neighbour into your own death, you ſee him to day, 
bur. muſt ſee him-ao more; and the ſame meſſexyer 
will kwock ſoortly ax your door, Ler che medication 
of this obje& fink deep into your heartsz unleſs 
the common etid of the fghe will quit you from rhe 
reffe, \etit not rob you 'of the practical ſenſe , lay 
to beart what -you ſee, commune with it upon oor 
cus, 


bed, convertc with it whitherſoever you 
fa, or feaſt ; ever praying with gaod*Zeby 


brart to trar wiſdom, Amen, 


populate Kingdoms, turn the worid into a Chor, 
Sodom and Gomorrab into a Flame , Beamy into 
Rot tenneſs, aLyon into contempr, a King into aſh- 
es: How terrible\then muſt Pearhks D E'A TI H 
be? while the firſt is but. the fore runner of the 
laſt : Is che one ciyt«inly Terribley the nexc that fols 


carries us from a temporal Pajnto'a temporal Pit z 
the other carries us from this Pzxr10 an _E T\E'Re 
NALPAIN, where the worm ſhall never ceaſe 
gnaming, and the fire ſhall never ceaſe burning... Do: 


eremblings of joynts, fearfulneſs of ſpirics, anguiſty 
of ſoul | Death being bur. che- in-ler into a: worſe 
place; for the lofcy that now-ſaithto God, +Depare 


how weighty are they | one worth all our ſtady to 
know it inthe joys of it, the: other worth all. our 


paſs to the Grave (ide, and/behold your neighbouy 
laid in ir, raken from bis bed- of / Dovs, laid (in; his 
bcd of Duff, and-not be heart-full; wich Confiderss 

- tion, 


£0; to; 
reach me [ſo to number my "days, that" I may "upply my" 
a ua ot 


' But ſecondly,” A: ſecond cauſe why we 'aremno” 
more practically concerned; may be this, Omiſfts* 
on, to confider how much greater the change will © 
ſhorcly'be, that now muſt follow this great change! * 
Is the Servant thus great , how great then'is-rhe'+ 

? Is the Havb5+ger fo great, how great then 
oh ? Isthe Forlorn-hope ſo rerribles bow 
reyr5ble then is the whole Army 2 Poth Dearth de- 


lows, is then erepairably TERRIBLE 3 one © | 


we now ſee wringings of hands. ſbakipgs cf beads; 


from.ns," for we deſire not the knowledge of thy Laws |» 
There is but two: ſtaces to follow Death ; bur"Ob - 


| medication to avoiditin the woes of it: Can yow- 


ND—— a a. 2 > 2060.amm. <a to eb OL EW caM. cod coco coco. IS TE 


tion, ayiog,” 1s tths great: work the Jaſt, or ſhall 
the Judgmearfollow afcerthis; and Fitaven or HelI 
afte that? Heed and medicate what the Spirit ſaith, 
| Kev. 20.11.19 15, And Iſaw a great white Throm, 
| and bim that” [ te upon it , from whoſe face the tarth. 
' and the heaven fled away; and there Was found #0 
F place for them; | AndT faw the dread ſmall and great 
| ſtand before God, and the books were opened, and ans 
Þ other b0ok was opened, which u thi book of life ; and the 
: dead were judged ont of theſe things whuch were writs 
| dew in the books, according 10 their works: And whoſo- 
'-|þ ever was not found written 1u the book of life, was caſt 
| anto the lake of fire. And the k ng1 of the earth, and 
the great mie, and the rich men, and the chief ©a- 
Ptans, and the mighty mer, and every bond-man, and 
ÞF every free-min; hid themſelves in the dens, and in the 
| rocks of the mountaint, ſaying to the monntaing and 
Þ rocks, Fill on wt, and bide us froms the face of bins 
that fitreth upon the Throne , and fromthe nrath of 
the Lamb : for the great day of hus wrath is come, and 
who ſhall be able is ftavd? Chap.6.t5, 15,17, As 
+ fure as now weread this, we (hall bear and ſec this; 
yea, and except timely laid to heart, ſhall alſo fee/ 
this; | If the Heavens be all full of blackneſs, we 
#sk che meaning, if terrible Thunder and £1hgts 
ning, br: the: earth full of Barrenneſs; ot the City 
I fultof Flames, or its Intiabicants fullof Dexrhs z br 
| F if wehear thie rioiſe of Cannon like Thunder atd 
Lighting; we as, What is che matter and ſhall 
+} we fee Mourtiers go about the ſtreets carryirlg bim 
Þ x6 tis loop dottie; ro be lodged with wortns, that | 
but-clie other day ſate upon _« fately Throne in 
reac and rh-71ble BEAjEſtS, ind not te > bow we 
thall'follow ; and whdt wilt follow after? Do We 
| adertake a #afy ad avt egg ghr Sty#»gth # Of 
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I we build $1 Tk onfider es oft;. orda 
we take 2 and rous Voyage by Sea , 'and 
not foreſee the caſaclties T be wile foreſee the evil, 
and hide themſelves , Do. we know to. Death we owe 
a debt, and he will ſhortly knock at. our door, at 
call us to deliver up our Captives, and ſhall we not ask 
what will come after ? Will not 7gnoravce here provey 
Damnation, and are we unconcerned? Oh ! the lifting 3F 
.and labouring, and running hither and thither to ſave i} 
our own Houſe from burning, when we ſee our neigh-F 
bours Houſe on Fire? do we thus for Temperals, and *F 
ſhall wedo leſs for Z zerxals ? do we thus for a Body, ©F. / 
and ſhall we do leſs for a Soul ? watch ye therefore, 
and fray always, that you may be accounted worthy to'Þ 
eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to Þ 
- ſtand before the Son of Man, Luke 21.35. S 
 ButThirdly, A third Cauſe why wecan ſee SpeQas . 
cles of Mortality catrying to their long whom, and be 2 
as practically. unconcerned, ' as though from the! 
like ſtate we were exempted may be this, Inward or 
Hidden Atheiſm- Wk 
The grand deſign of the Devil in all Ages, is to'Þ + 
keep perſons from the knowledge of God, or atleaſt, &. 
ſo to conceive, and comprehend him, as to payno FF + 
religious Reverence to his being, and ſoverignty over | 
Mankind; There are two things ſeeks to beareach 
contrary rulein Man, the one is Reaſon, the other is Þ - 
Senſe. The firſt of theſe, in its Authority having F 
dominion, leads us out into a rational enquiry, into ? 
the original or firſt Cauſe of all things, and this brings Þ 
ro the acknowledgment of a Deity. Thelaſt of theſe, 1 
Man is moſt familiar with, and-apteſt tobeledbyz F . 
Hence it comes to paſs ſo many inthe world turnBrui..”} - 
tiſh, liying onely after the dictates of ſenſe,and evenia* | - 
the beſt of men,& inthe beſtof their ſervices anew  $ 
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ha DIS | Vearins ch,10 7-44 Er my 
Will not fome- mixtures of inward or hidden Atheiſm 
be wanting ; for in the Cori»th Church, ſome had 
not the knowledge of God inthe right notion of it; 
bar upon viſibles, had no further obje& or end; 
+ Hence one is of P«s/, and another of Apo/o, a third of 
| Cephas, thus turning thelife of Religion into outſide 
FF cbiefly, being led by the prevalency of ſenſe, which- 
7 is that chat keeps Reaſon under Bondage; we ſee eve- 
F ry day. the Beaſts of the field ſeek their food, and ha. 
3 ving found it, - live upon it, never further moing ENe 
*F quiry, how or whence it came ; this ſenſe teacheth, 
'F bac God hath eadued man with a more noble faculcy 
" of underſtanding, which puts him upon this great 
- enquiry, 
| How things come to be in the poſture they now are, 
 - and whether they had beginning, and from what cauſe, 
By this way of giving Reaſon jts full ſcope, wecome 
to enquire _into-the truth and original of our being, 
how and whence it was, and come-to underſtand the 
" Anthor of our being ; and chis leads us into an enqui- 
_ the ends wherefore we were made, whether as 
| the Beaſts, onely co_ Ext and Drink, and Sleep, and 
"Die, and lo no more, or whether the Author of our 
being, did not deſign ſome nobler end in our Cree 
ation. ; | | 
'Thus Firlt, Being rationally ſatisfied that our being 
| is from God, we from hence are neceſlicated to grant 
$ God the like part and property in us, to govern 
and diſpoſe, as we account in Reaſonand Juſtice we 
have: in whatſoever we truly make and arethe original 
of ; Hence every man lays claim and propriety to his 
own, to. diſpoſe and order after the intent of its ori- 
ginal, and would men but give Reaſon its full exer- 
:F ciſe, God would gain more ground ; and Senſethe 
4 tor of Atheiſm, be more kept in the ation God 
= X 2 deligned 


4 
* \ Ss 


EE ww w_- -_ ”". CY > = J FA Ln 1 g _ Y ” F” 
4 A OO - ST 
no, l . TER. 


2 
[ gs 


68.6.4 


Au onCaYwl ee gnygyuy Oo 


%* 


*s v.66 ” 


| FEY Slows LENT. L | ring Clif 
A 


red ic too, "Reba « noble p 
will xaow as that man is, ſo what man is, 
fore, and: this ſighr of mans ratlgnaleg, | bring 
alſo to aſenſe an feeling of his own fralley. | 
ſeeing Mortality is writ in his Fore-head, andrh: 
proceſs of time, 'he. muſt come to-be Gek and PY 
and not onely leave bis noble pays. butalſo his a2, FF 


chievements, 'or fruits of. all his Travel, aod laboacini ©; | 
the World. By cheſe means mencome to enquireins: } 


eo-the nature of that dearh ot annihilation which doth. - 
befall them, and wherher it ry be wor pate [0 ON | 
- Thus Religion guns. apon re eguiages EF: 1 
of mankind gon El bail 5 kept under ; FF 
brings not only a Deity into reverence and rao, 3 
bur what helps or means ſoever this Neity hath afford. | 
ed, are ſought after with inward defiretey the fuleſp I 
kecainm:ne pollible. Thus the holy' Scripture, where! 5 
met wich, are had in. High eſtimation, their precepts.” 
@be)td, their promi/er Loved, their threatuin yg Fears! | 
ed; thus ſtep/by ſtep,” -we aſcendto the know L, 
fucure things,. and ſocome to concern our ſelyes, _m_ k 
be converſant about the one thing necedful,,or thoughts: * 
of 'eterm}. 'Weal 'or Woe, and now every thing: of 
God, -heard or ſeen; hath ſome ſovereign rendency! 
 thisway ; $*x, Moon, and Stars, Fruits and Plants, 
Summer and' winter, Night and Day. Pſal 194 Ted 4 
the Heavens declare the glory of God, andthe Firma»: 
ment hewerh his handy work, day unto day urtereth 
Fhevob,” wig ht wnto night ſhevpeth (knowledge, hay” Law: : 
perfett,. Sording the Sonl, his Teftimonies (urs me" 


king Wile: the fmple; moreover, by theſe.nian is | 


bounded, and underſtanderh chat i in keeping ch the ſam, = 


5s + greas" Teward, + 


"Thus mans Frailty., and death- bei underfigod,.. 
« - rag awd foie believed, pphreocn 


_ my 
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Ob. NY p vs | withdeſirable delight; 
gn/increaſe adorns» theſe great premiſes; the 
Author of. them GOD, the way-and means of them 
JESN S-CHRIST, is now more and more 
ed-afer, and this leads to a praQical fight of thoſe 
daily ſpeacles of Morrtalicy,  ſhatcing the door of 
Atheiſm and Senſe, keeping” open thedoor of Faith 
and Hope in the comfort of its objeRt Heaves, and eyj- 
dence of its preſence,.as notonely certain, butar hand. 
"I ſhall now cloſe all with a few ſhort Medications to . 
all fuch, 'as upon the chrongh peruſal of this-my poor 
r, find their heatts ſo mach warmed'in the genes 
- »xal, as fo he affeionarely willing for fartherance in 
| their everlaſting journey , to accept and pracically 
xp company with theſe few following Hints. - _ ......., 
* 2, Betver learning that ESSENT I 4 Lf ever 
be lrarwing,. but never learnt) Zeſſon, SE Li 
ENITA L.. | 
\ 2, Read wich; "Meditate more, | 
"3; PK oP oy crabs Le, AT CU wh Ye. 
avid Degh, _ +; "7 
Co Boo! ten Lerineds* Lud there talking with Gad. 
$i Tirwft' your ann. Haro, A qt 
waltehe Devil. \.« , 
7 6. Avoid the. appearance of the ke ſon ; «@ you. 
 wonld the greateſt Po5ſon. 
7. Live to God a-dittle while, oy 10u ſhall live 
Ws: r Se toalt ra ws” F Gi 
al now bre Writsng, aving my poor ' > 
Aire" injto- Gods pablick Treaſury, as one lift, gp God dy 
wi) . fo \ENCORY ASE, the Growing Chriſtian; educe 
the Decajing Chrifian ; if any be bettered by; Thavd 
My end. Give" God the Glory: | to whom 
Feſus Chriſt by the belg of 6 es Spirit,” he all 
5-4 aſcribed it Heart, with fu ad {Converſe 
for ever and ever. Amen, So IHE 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Hereas it #s commonly ſaid (aud 
it may bets the prejudice of me 
& my Credit, Trade, and livelihood ) 
that 1 have. nearly allowance for Preachs 
ing, ' and that my loſſes by ſeveral Impri- 
| ſonments, and the ſuſpending of my Trade 
for ſome - Moneths, upon the late ſevere 
Act againſt Meetings, have b:en made up 
and repaired by Contribution from others. 
Theſe are to let all underſtand whom it 
doth or may any ways concern , that the 
@foreſaid reports, are againft all truth 
and juflice ; For I do bere publick'y de« 
clare, that I newer received for Preabing 
ene 


I 


{ 


he PoRtforipe © 
one way or other, to the value of ters 
Pounds, theſe twenty Tears. And that 
for my ten ſeveral Impriſouments, one of 
which coſk we Sixſcore and Twelve 
Pounds, beſides twenty fix Weeks cloſe 
confinement from Shop, and Trade, that 


I never received any thing towards the 
repair of that loſs more then fourteen 


| © Pounds by the band of a particular 


Friend. Another time, ſeveral Months 
extrean Sickneſs, occaſioned onely ky ano- 
ther reftraint, which coſt me above fifty 
Pounds , befides Keepers Fees, S$hile 
reduced ſo low by a violent Feawer, as to 
be difiracted ſeveral days, and all —_ 
ble bope of Life departed, being beld in 
my Bed, by firength of Hands many 
day'. As to my Damages ſulteined in 
ſhutting up my Shop ſo many Months, 
wpon the aforeſaid account, I openly averr, 
that 1 newer received any thing of any 
perſon or porſons towards reparation | 
therein, though 1 can faithfully affirm, 
that an hundred Pound would wot have * 
done 
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dine it. This Publication 1 make tothis 
purpoſe, that ſuch perſons as bawe other 
wiſe conceived and ſpoken of me , may 
be undectived _ and ſo F arewell, 


FRANCIS SMITH? 


Pome 5. 1672; 


